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SIR WALTER DE PASSAC AND SIR WILLIAM DE 
LIGNAC ADVISE THE KING OF CASTILLE NOT 
TO RISK A BATTLE BEFORE THE ARRIVAL OF 
THE DUKE OF BOURBON'.— A PARTY OF THE 
ENGLISH SKIRMISH WITH THE GARRISON OF 
VILALPANDO. — THE DUKE OF LANCASTER IS 
DISPIRITED BY HIS OWN ILL HEALTH AND 
THE CHEAT SICKNESS OF HIS ARMY. 

'T'HE king of Caftillc, on hearing that the king 



i 



of Portugal andthednke of Lancaster were 



faft approaching with fo great a force, was much 
alarmed, and fent for fir Walter de Paflac and fir 
William de Lignac, to whom he faid, — ' I am ex- 
ceedingly furprifed that the duke of Bourbon is 
not arrived. Our enemies have taken the field, 
and, if no one oppofe them, will deftroy my 
whole country. My fubjects are very difcon- 
tented that we do not offer them combat. Tell 
me, my fair firs, how I had best act.' 

Thefe two lords, who, from great experience, 
knew more of arms than the king, and for this 
had they been feut from France to Caftille, re- 
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plied, — ' Sir king, depend upon it, the duke of 
Bourbon will come. On his arrival, we will con- 
sider what is to be done; but, until then, do not 
make any preparations to meet your enemies. 
Let them make what excurfions they pleafe: 
they keep the field, and we the towns and caftles, 
which are well provided with every thing, and 
garrisoned by good men at arms. They are fuf- 
fering from the heat of the fun and weather, 
while we enjoy the ihade and refreshing breezes. 
They have found the country wafted, and the 
further they advance they will have fo much the 
greater fcarcity of forage. It was for the chance 
of their entering your country, that all the 
I'mall forts have been demolished, wherein the 
farmers intended placing thejr wealth. This 
was, fir king, wifely done ; for tfiey would by 
their means have been enabled to keep posses- 
sion of thofe parts where they now are; but at 
present they can find nothing but what they 
have brought with them, except the great heat 
of a burning fun, which you may be allured muft 
foon deftroy them. Though all your towns and 
caftles are weH provided and garrifoned, we can 
believe that fome may be attacked and won, for 
that is the delight of men at arms. In fuchway 
they love to pafs their time, and for this do they 
feek adventures through the world. Do not, 
therefore, be any way call down ; for in this bufi- 
nefs, we engage, you (hail not fuffer any great 
lofe.' 

This fpeech greatly comforted the king of 
Caftille, and he was well pleafed with them, for 
he felt that what they had faid was truth. 

We 






We will return to the duke of Lancafter and 
the king of Portugal, who, though they kept the 
field, would have willingly gained fome town to 
refrefh themfelves; for the foragers could not 
find anything, and were forced to unite in large 
bodies for fear of ambufcades. They were fo 
hard prefied, that when, in their excurfions, they 
faw at a diftance a large village, they were re- 
joiced, and cried out, 'Come quick: let us 
haften to that village, where we mall find enough 
to forage and to enrich ourfelves.' They haft- 
ened their march; but, when they arrived, they 
found only the bare walls : there were neither 
inhabitants, nor even a dog, nor fowl, fo com- 
pletely had the French ruined this part of the 
country. They thus loft their time and expec- 
tations, and returned to their lords empty hand- 
ed. Their horfes were in forry condition from 
the want of proper food, and they were fortu- 
nate whenever they could meet with any green 
paftures. Some were fo feeble they could not 
advance, and dropt dead on the road, through 
famine and heat. Their mailers were not in a 
much better condition, from fevers caufed by the 
oppreflive heat in. the day, and the chill of the 
nights, without having any thing proper to re- 
fresh or recover themfelves. Thus was it in the 
duke's army; for the Engtifh have a weaker 
conftitution than the Portnguefe, who bore ail 
thefe difiiculties without hurt, being hardy and 
accuftomed to the climate of Caftille. In this 
melancholy ftate were theEnglifh: many died 
of their diforders, more efpec'ially fuch as were 
B 2 wft 



Hot well attended, and bad not wherewithal to 
provide proper remedies. 

- Sir Richard Burley, fir Thomas Percy, the lord 
Filz waiter, fir Maubrun de Linieres, fir John 
d'Attibfeticourt, Thierry and William de*Sou- 
tfiain, with two hundred lances of fuch as were 
defirous to feek renown, mounted the beft horfes 
in . the . .army > with the intent to furprife the 
French garrifon in Vilalpando. They had heard 
that fir Oliver du Guefclin, conftable of Caftille, 
had with bim there, in garrifon, fome of the 
ableft knights of France, . They left the army 
one morning, after drinking a cup, equipped 
like foragers, and came to a fmall brook that 
cans below Vilalpando, which they croffed by 
fpurring their horfes over it. The alarm was 
foon fpread through the town, that the Englifh 
were at the barriers. Yon would have feen, had 
yon been there when this was known, knights 
arthing themfelves haftily, and advancing to- 
wards the lodgings of the confiable, fervants 
faddling horfes and hurrying with them to their 
matters. 

Sir Oliver du Guefclin would have retrained 
his companions from fallying forth to meet the 
Englifh, had he been able; but their courage 
was too impetuous, fo out they fallied, gallantly 
mounted on horfes that had been inactive and 
well fed. Among the firft were, fir John de* 
Barres, the vifcount de Befiiere, fir Robert and 
fir John de Braquemont, fir Peter de Villaines, 
fir Trifian de la Jaille. 
When the Englifh had made their courfe be* 

fore 
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fore the town, they repafled the brook in the 
fame manner as before, and retreated to a large 
fand bank, when they drew up in handfome ar- 
ray, about three bow-mots diftant from the 
brook. The French knights advanced, fhouting 
their cries, with their fpears in their reits ; and, 
when near, the Englilh being prepared, ltuck 
fpurs into their horfes to meet them. The ihock 
was very great ; and fevesal of each fide were 
tinhorfed on the faud. This would not have 
ended fo fpeedily, and other weapons would have 
been reforted to when the lances failed; but the 
dtift, from the movements of the horfes, was fo 
great and difagreeabte, they could not know 
each other: their horfes were covered with dud 
as well as themfelves ; and it was in fuch clouds 
that they could not breathe without fwallowing 
large mouthfuls. This caufed the attack to 
ceafe, and the French and Englifh to withdraw 
from the combat: the firli returned to Vilal- 
pando. There was not any one {lain, nor much 
hurt, on either fide. 

The Englifh knights went not more than one 
league beyond Vilalpando before they returned 
to their army, when they difarmed themfelves; 
for they were feized with fevers and other dif- 
orders, which brought them to death's door. 

The duke of Lancafler was greatly difpirited, 
and knew not how to act j for he faw his army 
daily wafting away, and was grieved to find that 
the greater and better part were confined to 
their beds. He himfelfwas fo unwell, that if he 
had not been afraid to difhearten his metx, \\«. 
would gladly have kept his chamber. WeaA- 



dreflfed himfelf to the king of Portugal, and de- 
fired him to fay what, in the prefent circum- 

. iiances, fhould be done ; for he was much alarm- 
ed at this mortality in his army. 

The king replied ; 'That,, from appearances, 
it did not feem probable, the Caftiliians would 
offer them combat at this feafon $ for they fhew- 
ed more inclination that they fhould wafte them- 
felves and their provifion.' € How then would' 
you advife me to act ?' a iked the duke, ' I will 
tell you/ anfwered the king: 'as the weather is 
now fo exceedingly hot, I would advife that you 
march your army into Galicia, and give your 
men permiffion to recruit themfelves wherever 
they pjeafe; but to return prepared to recom- 
mence the campaign in March or April. En<- 
deavour to procure large reinforcements from 
JLngland, under the command of one of your 
brothers, and provifion in plenty for the winter 
feafon. A kingdom is not foon conquered, nor 
p, climate jpfl^antly rendered agreeable to the 

- conititutions of grangers. Your army will be 
quartered in the different towns now under your 
obedience, apd will paf$ their time as well a$ 
they can/ 

' This may be right/ faid the j duke; « but the 
ponfequences will be, that as foon $s our enemies 
fhalj knpw we have fep^rated, and are acquaint- 
ed that you are retired tp Portugal with your 
firmy, md I with mijie to St. Jago or Coruttna* 
they will foke the field; for I haye he*v;d that 
the kkig of Paftille. has fpyr thoufajid .lances* 
f renjch, and Pretons, and he. will collect as 
jppb^, orjBflre, \n hi» °V?^ country, ; Add to 
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this, that the duke of Bourbon is on his march 
with two thoufand men at arms, and will be 
eager to fignalize himfelf on his arrival. Now, 
coniider, (hould all this force enter Galicia, what 
is there to oppofe it? Before we can collect 
our men and form a junction, they will have 
done us confiderable damage.' 

'Well, then,' replied the king of Portugal, 'in 
the name of God, let us keep the field: my men 
are frefh and unhurt, and equally willing with 
myfelf to abide the event.' The conference now 
broke up; and it was refolved they would wait 
the arrival of the duke of Bourbon, to fee if, 
when he had joined the Chilians, they would 
ofi'er them battle. The Engliih and Portuguefe 
deiired nothing more eagerly ; forthe feafon was 
paffing, and the heat increafing: it was about 
St. John's day, when the fun is at its height, 
and intolerably hot, efpecially in Caftille, Gra- 
nada, and countries far to the fouth. There had 
not fallen any rain nor dew fince the beginning 
of April, h that the whole country was burnt 
up. The Englifli ate plentifully of grapes where- 
ever they found them ; and, to quench their 
thirft, drank of the ftrong wines of Caftille and 
Portugal : but the more they drank the more 
they were heated; for this new beverage in- 
flamed their livers, lungs and bowels, and was in 
its effect totally different from their ufual liquors. 
TheEnglifti, when at home, feed on frefh meats 
and good rich ale, which is a diet to keep their 
bodies wholefome; but now they were forced to 
drink hard and hot wines, of which they were 
not (paring, to drown their cares. T\\ee-ax\^ 



part of the night is warm, from the great heat 
of the day, but, toward fun-rife, it is very cold, 
which afflicted them forely ; for they flept with- 
out covering, 1 and quite naked, from the heat of 
the weather, and the wine, fo that when morn- 
ing came they were chilled by the change "of 
air, which checked all perfpiration, and flung 
them into fevers and fluxes, fo as to carry them 
off inftantly to their graves. Thus died very 
many of the barons and knights, as well as of the 
lower ranks; for thefe diforders fpared none. 



CfeAP. II. 

THE DUKE OF LANCASTER DISBANDS HIS ARMY.-— 
THREE ENGLISH KNIGHTS, HAVING OBTAINED 
PASSPORTS, miT ON THE KING OF CASTILLE, 
TO NEGOTIATE A RETREAT FOR THE MEN AT 
ARMS THROUGH HIS KINGDOM. 

GOOD or evil fortune depends upon a trifle. 
You may readily believe that the duke of 
Lancafter, having gained a footing in Caftille, 
would never have loft, by, any defeat in battle, 
fuch nuipbers as he was now daily doing by 
fickneft. He himfelf was almoft dead of the 
peftilence I have mentioned. Sir John Holland, 
conftable of the army, faw, with great concern, 
the miferable fituation it was in from this dif? 
order, from which fcarcely one efcaped; and 
was forced, daily, to hear the complaints of high 
and low, in fuch terms as thefe, — 'Ah, my lord 
*f Lancafter, why have you brought us to Caf- 
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ftille? Accurfed be the expedition. He doea 
not, probably, wifh that any Englifhman mould 
ever again quit his country to ferve him. He 
feems refolved to kick againft the pricks. He 
will have his men guard the country lie has con- 
quered; but when they mail all be dead, win 
will then guard it ? He mews but poor know- 
ledge of war ; for, when he faw that no one. 
came to oppofe him, why did he not make an 
opportune retreat into Portugal or elfe where, to 
avoid the lodes be mud now fuff'er; for we fhajl 
all die of the confounded diforder, and without 
having ftruek a blow.' 

Sir John Holland was much hurt on hearing 
fuch language, for the honour of the duke, 
whofe daughter be had married; and, as it was 
increafing, he determined to remonftrate with 
him on their fituation, which he could, from his 
connection, more freely do than any other. He 
therefore addrefled him, — 'My lord, you mufli 
immediately alter your plans, for your army is 
wholly laid up with ficknefs. If any attack 
mould be now made on you, you could not draw 
any fervice from it; for the men are all worn 
down and difcontented, and their horfes dead. 
But high and low are fo difcouraged by this dif- 
order, that I repeat, you muft not expect any 
fervice from them.' 'What can I do ?' replied 
the duke: ' I wifli to have fuch advice as is rea- 
fonable.' ' My lord,' faid Sir John Holland, *I 
think you had beft give permiluon for your men 
to retire whitherfoever they pleafe; and I would 
advife that you yourfelf go to Portugal, or re- 

tow 
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turn to Galicia, for you are not in a ftate to un- 
dergo hardfliips.' ' That is well confidered,' an- 
fwered the duke : c I confent to what you pro- 
pofe; and you may give our men notice, that I 
permit them to go into Caftille, France, or 
wherever elfe they may choofe, fo they enter 
not into any treaty with our enemies ; for I 
clearly fee this campaign is over. Let them be 
folly paid for their fervices as far as our treafury 
can go, and alfo for the expenfes of their jour- 
ney, and then make our chancellor deliver them 
their difcharge.' 

The conftable replied, that he would fee this 
done. He ordered the intentions of the duke to 
be fignified throughout the army by found of 
trumpet, and gave notice to the captains to 
come to him with their accounts, when they 
would be fettled and paid, to their fatisfaction. 
This order was agreeable to all, particularly to 
thofe who hoped change of air would reftore 
them to health. The barons and knights held 
a council how they were to return to England : 
by fea it was impoffible, for they had no veffels, 
and were at a diftance from any fea-port. They 
were befides fo emaciated and weak, from the 
fevers and fluxes, that they would have been 
unable to bear a fea voyage. Having confider- 
ed the matter well, they found they had no 
other choice than through France; but fome- 
faid, — c How can we go thither ? we have ene- 
mies in all the countries we muft pafs. Firft, 
there is Caftille : we are now carrying on a de- 
re w*r againft it ; then Navarre and Arra- 

gon. 
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gon. Tbefe two kingdoms are allied, the one 
to CaftUie, and the other to France. Arragon 
has already fliewed its fpite, for the fenefchal of 
Bourdeaux informs lis, that fmce our arrival in 
this country, he has thrown the archbiihop of 
Bourdeaus into prifon at Barcelona, who had 
gone thither to demand from the king the ar- 
rears that are due to England. Should we fend 
to afk pafiports from France, the journey would 
take up too much timej and, when our meflen- 
ger mould be arrived, we have little hopes that 
the king, who is young, or his council, would 
grant them ; for the conftable of France, fir 
Oliver de Cliflbn, hates us mortally, and this is 
increafed by his imagining his enemy, the duke 
of Brittany, intends turning to England.* 
Others, who were farther fighted and of more 
fenfe, faid, — ' Let all doubts be laid afide. The 
beft thing we can do is to try the king of Caf- 
tille, who may perhaps not only allow us to 
pafs peaceably through his country, but alfo 
obtain for us the fame permifiion from Arragon, 
France and Navarre.' 

This meafure was adopted, and a herald, called 
Derby, fent for, to whom were given letters ad- 
drefled to the king of Caftille. The herald fet 
off, and followed the road to Medina del Campo, 
where the king then refided. When in his pre- 
fence, he caft himfelf on his knees and prefented 
his letters, which were written in French. When 
the king had read them, and underftood their 
meaning, he fmiled, and, turning to a knight 
who was the fleward of his houfehold, £ud, — 
* Take care of this herald ; he fliaW toe Vo» 
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anfwer to-night; that he may return early to- 
morrow* morning.' , \ 
, The king entered his clofet, and fent for fir 
Walter de Paffac and fir William de Lignac, to 
whom he fhewed the letters, and asked what an-^ 
fwer he fhould fend. The fubftance of thefe 
letters was, in a few words, as follows. Sir Johtt 
Holland, conftable of the Englifh army, defired 
the king of Caftille to fend pafiports for threfc, 
knights to come to him and return, that they 
might have a conference with him. 

The two knights replied, — c It will, my lord, 
be right that you grant thefe pafiports, for then 
you will know what it is they want.' € I agree 
to it/ faid the king, and inftantly ordered a paff- 
j>ort to be drawn out for the coming and return 
of fix knights, if it were agreeable to the ponfta- 
ble, with their attendants. When this was fealed 
with the great feal, and with the king's fignet, it 
was given to the herald, and twenty francs with 
5t : having received the whole, he returned to the 
duke of Lancafter and the conftable at Orenfe. 

The herald gave the conftable the paflport* 
Who appointed fir Maubrun de Linieres, fir 
Thomas Moreaux, and fir John d'Ambretidour t, 
ambafiadors to the king of Caftille. They fet 
off as foon as poffible, for there was much want 
of phyficians and medicines, as well as Qf frefh 
ineat for the numerous fick who 1 were fcattered 
in different parts. Thefe ambafladtirs parted 
through Vilalpando, where fir Oliver du Giief- 
cltn received them handfomety; and bntettklhed 
theiw at flipped • On the mortow,Wmfe of the 
kaighu called Tintemacb, 4? Bretoii, was their 
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conductor, to fecure them againtt the numerous 
parties of Bretons which were abroad. 

They arrived fafely at Medina del Campo, 
where they found the king impatient to know 
what had brought them thither. When they had 
refreflied and d reded themfelves at an hotel that 
had been prepared for them, tliLy were conduct- 
ed by fome knights of the houfehold to the pre- 
fence of the king, who apparently received them 
with pleafure. They prefented him letters from 
the conftable, but from none elfe; for the duke 
of Lancafter excufed himfelf, and would not at 
this time, nor on fuch a fubject, write to him. 

The knights and fquires of Fiance were not 
prefent at this interview, although they were of 
the king's privy council, and nothing was done 
refpecting the war without their confent. The 
ambafladors addrelTed the king, faying ; ' Sir 
king, we are come hither on the part of the con- 
ftable of the army the duke of Lancafter has 
brought from England. But unfortunately very 
great ficknefles and mortality have befallen it: 
the conftable therefore entreats, that you would 
have the goodnefs to open your country and 
towns to fuch as may defire to try change of air 
for the recovery of their health, if it may be re- 
covered, and to enter your towns to recruit their 
ftrength; and if fome fhould wilh to return to 
England by land, he begs you would interest 
yourfelf with the kings of France and Navarre, 
that they may, at their own costs, freely paf* 
through their territories, in their way home. 
This is the fole object of our miftion, and the 
request we have to make you.' 



I 



14 

The king very gracioufly replied, ' We will 
confider what will be proper for us to do, and 
give you our anfwer.' The knights replied, 
they were fatisfied. 



CHAP. III. 

THE ENGLISH AMBASSADORS OBTAIN PASSPORTS 
FROM THE KING FOR THEIR SICK TO PASS IN 
SAFETY THROUGH CASTILLE, OR TO REMAI*? 
THERE, TO RECOVER THEIR, HEALTH, — MANY 
KNIGHTS AND SQUIRES DIE IN CASTILLE. — 
THE DUKE OF LANCASTER DANGEROUSLY ILL 
AT SANT JAGO. 

THE Englifh knights, on taking leave of the 
king, went to their lodgings, where they re- 
mained until the third day, when they returned 
to the palace. The king of Caftille was much 
rejoiced at their requeft ; for he faw there would 
<be an end of the war for a long time, when his 
enemies folicited leave to march peaceably 
through his kingdom. He was determined what 
anfwer to make, though his council had advifed 
otherwife; and, wifhing to pay due honour to the 
French knights, he fent for fir Walter de Paffac 
and fir William de Lignac. Having explained 
to them the object of the Englifh knights 9 em- 
bafiy, and the requeft of the conftable, he de- 
manded 
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mantled from them how he mould act ; and de- 
fired fir Walter to give him his opinion. 

Sir Walter was unwilling to fpeak before the 
members of the council ; but, as the king would 
have it fo, he faid, — 'Sir, matters are come to 
the conclufion we always foretold, that your 
enemies would be worn down and deftroyed, 
without ftriking a blow. Since their fick fo 
humbly ask affirtance and comfort in your coun- 
try, you mould grant their requeft ; but on con- 
dition that, if they recover, they do not return 
to the duke of Lancafter or to the king of Por- 
tugal, but continue Jheir road ftraight home- 
wardj and that they engage not to bear arms 
againft you, nor the realm of Caflille, for the 
term of fix years. We alfo hope you may be 
fuccefsful in obtaining leave for them to pafs 
with fafety through Navarre and France.' 

The king was well contented with this ad- 
vice, for it was what he was inclined to ; and 
he was indifferent what terms were made, fo 
that he got rid of the Englifli. He replied to 
fir Walter; 'You have loyally counfelled me, 
and I thank you : it Jhall be done as you pro- 
pofe.' 

The Englifli knights were fent for, and con- 
ducted into the prefence chamber, where were 
the king and his whole council. The bifhop of 
Burgos, as chancellor, and a great orator, thus 
addreffed them ; ' Ye knights of England, at- 
tached to the duke of Lancafter, who have been 
fent hither by his conftable, liften to the anfwer 
the king gives to your requefts. Out of his 
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great pity and goodnefs, he is defirous of doing 

to his enemies all the kindiiefs in his power. 
On yoiir return to the conftable, you will tell 
him from the king of Caftille, that he may pub- 
lifh, by found of trutnpet, throughout his army, 
that this country is open and ready to receive 
fick or well, all knights, fquires, and their at* 
tendants, who may be defirous of coming hither, 
on conditibh that, at the gates of whatever city 
or town they may wifh to enter, they there lay 
kfide their armour and arjns, when they wHl bfc 
conducted, by tbofe ordered for the purpofe* to 
hdtels* prepared for them. They will then hare 
their names written down and delivered to the 
governor, in order that thofe who may have 
refided in any towns may not, oh any pretext 
whatever, return to Galicia or Portugal, but 
quit the country as- foon as may be. In addi- 
tion, the king of* Caftille engages to obtain a 
fafe pafiage for fuch as may intend to goto Ca- 
lais, or any other flea-port they may choofe, in 
Brittany, Saintonge, Normandy or Picardy, 
through the kingdoms of France and Navarre. 
It is the king's command, that thofe knights and 
fquires, of whatever nation they be, who fliall 
Undertake this journey, do not bear arms 
againft the kingdom of Caftille, under any pre- 
tence, for the fpace of fix years : this they wiH 
folemnly fwear to obferve at the time the paflP- 
ports are delivered to them. You will carry with 
you all thefe conditions, fairly written, to the 
conftable, and to your • companions who have 

feat you hither. - 

The 
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The knights thanked the king an4 his council 
for the anfwer they had received, but added, 
c they' would not fay that all the conditions 
fliould be accepted: if they were not, they 
would fend back their herald; and, fhould he 
not return, they might conclude the whole 
were accepted/ * We are fatisfied,* replied 
the council. 

The king withdrew to his clofet - 9 but fir Wal- 
ter de Paffac and fir William de Lignac re- 
mained with the knights, and conducted them 
to a handfome apartment where a dinner was 
provided for them. They all dined together: 
when dinner was over, they partook of wines 
and fpices in tlie king's clofet, and then took 
their leave, as their paffes were ready for them. 
Oh their return to their hotel, they inftantly 
mounted their horfes ; for the king's harbingers 
had fupplied them with all things at his ex- 
penfe, and, leaving Medina, they rode to Vii- 
leclope, where they lay that night. On the 
morrow, they dined at Vilalpando, arid lay 
at Noy». * The next day they came to 
Orenfe, where they found the conftable. 
During the time they had been on this em- 
baffy, the lord Fitzwalter*, one of the greateft 
- barons in the duke's army, had died : he was a 

valiant 



* Lord Fitzwalter. See Du gdale, who mentions his gal- 
lantly in the attack on the block-houfe, before Breit, but 
omits taking notice of his death in Spain. Indeed be only 

Vol. IX. C fays, 
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valiant knight/ $pd much lamented; but none 
can ftrive againft death. His obfequies were very 
honourably performed, and the king of Portugal 
%nd the duke of Lancafter attended them. 

The three knights waited on the duke, to (hew 
him their papers, and relate what they hadfeen 
fnd heard Some faid, the conditions were 
hard; but others denied it, and faid they were 
cpurteous enough, confidering the fituation and 
danger they were in. It was known in the 
army, that the duke would difcharge all who 
defired it, and that they might enter Caftille 
with fafety. Thofe who were ill, or feeble, at*4 
wiftred to change the air, took leave of the duke 
and coniiable, and left the army as foon as they 
were able , but, before* their departure, many 
received their whole pay in hard money, others 
had fufficient fecurity for it, fo that they 
were all well contented.- Some went to Vilal- 
pando, others to Ruelles, to Noya, to Medina 
del Campo, to Caleforis or to St. Phagon. They 
were every where well received, and had lodg- 
ings found them^ and had their names written 
dovra and given to the different governors in the 
manner I have mentioned. 

The greater part of the nobility went to Vilal- 
pando, becaufe it was garrifoned by foreigners, 

fays, that—' be departed this life the year enfuing (10th 
Richard II.) on a Wednefday preceding the feaft of St. Mi- 
chael/ 

This does not tally with the feafon, of the year when thf 
heats are fo gjreat in Spain. 

Bretons, 
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Bretons, French, Normans and Poitevins, under 
the command of fir Oliver du Guefclin. The 
Engliih had more confidence in thofe I have 
named, and with reafon, than in the Caftillians. 

Thus was the expedition of the duke of Lan- 
calier put an end to, and every one fought the 
beft he could tor himfelf. You may fuppofe 
this was a bitter difappointment to the duke, 
for he faw all lus ambitious expectations anni- 
hilated : he bore, however, his misfortune like 
a gallant prince as he was, for he perceived he 
could not any way amend it. 

The king of Portugal, finding the bufinefs 
was over, di (miffed his army, retaining only - 
three hundred fpears, and left Orenfe, with the 
duke of Lancafler, who returned with his 
duchefs to Sant Jago de Compoftella. 

The king remained there with them four days: 
on the fifth he departed, with all who had ac- 
companied him, for Oporto, where his quern 
refided. 

I m lift now relate what befel many of thofe 
knights and fquires who, on leaving - the duke, 
had retired into Caftille, and were lodged in. 
different towns. Thofe who had been afflicted 
with the diforder, notwithstanding they had 
changed the air and medicines, could never re- 
cover, and ieveral died in Vilalpando. Many 
barons and knights of England died in their 
beds, to the great lofs of their country, while 
the king of Caftille was obtaining for them pafl*- 
}w>rts to travel through Navarre and France ; 
but the diftance, and other obftacles, delayed 
the accompliihment. 

C 9 *W\«it 
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Three great and powerful barons died at Vil- 
alpando; fir Richard Burley, who had been 
chief marflial of the army, the lord Poinings*, 
and fir Henry Percy, coufin-german to the ear! 
of Northumberland. Sir Maubrun de Linieres 
died at Noya : he was a valiant and able knight 
from Poitou. Lord Talbot f, a great baron in 
Wales, died at Ruelles : and of * this peftilence 
there died, in different places, twelve potent 
barons, full eighty knights, and two hundred 
/quires, all gentlemen. Confider what an un- 
fortunate lofsr this was, and to be fufiained with- 
out having a battle or ftriking a blow. Of 
archers and other men, upwards of five hun- 
dred died ; and I was told by an Englifh knight 
with whom I converfed, on his return throijglv 
France, whofe name was fir Thomas Queenf* 
bury, that of fifteen hundred men at arms and 
about four thoufand archers whom the duke of 
Lancafter had brought with him from England, 
not one half ever returned home. 

The duke of Lancafter fell dangeroufly fick, 
and J>ecame very low fpirited, at Sant Jago. 
He was fo ill, that it was frequently reported 
through Caltille and France that he was dead : 
indeed, he very narrowly efcaped. Thierry de 
Soumain, who was of great valour and fquire 
of* the body to the duke, was attacked by this 
diforder, and died at Betancos. He was born 
in Hainault, and his death was much bewailed. 
His brother William continually attended him 

* Lord Poinings., See Dugdale. 
t This nroft be a miftake, for lord Talbot, did not die until 
" ' 20th Richard l£— Dvgdals. 
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during his illncfs, by which he ran great risk 
of his life. You muft know, that there were 
none fo bold, fo rich or fo'fair, but were afraid, 
and were darby expecting death. The diforder 
folely attacked the duke's army, for the French 
were no way affected. This caufed great 
murmurings among them and the Cailillians : 
they faid, ' The king allows thefe Engliih 
to recruit themfelves in his towns, which 
may coft us dear by their bringing the diforder 
among us,' But others replied, * They are 
Chriftians like ourfelves, and we qught to have 
conipaflion on each other.' True it is, that at 
this period a French knight died in Caftille, 
who was greatly lamented ; for he was courte- 
ous, gallant and bold in arms: his name was 
fir John de Rove, and he was brother-germ an 
to fir Triftau, fir Reginald and fir Lancelot de 
Roye, I will relate the caufe of his death. 
While in garrifon in a town of Caftille, called 
Segbonne, he had an impofthume in his body. 
Being young and Iulty, he paid no attention to 
it, and one day mounting his courfer, in gal- 
loping him over the plains, this impofthume 
broke. On his return, he was laid on the bed, 
and all feemed well, but on the fourth day he 
died. There were very great lamentations 
made after him by all his friends : he was deferv- 
ing of them for his amiable character and gal- 
lantry in arms. 
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. CHAP. IV. 

SDt JOHN HOLLANP TAKES LEAVE OF TttE DUKE 
QF LANCASTER, AND . RETURNS WITH HIS 
IAPY, THROUGH CASTILLE, NAVARRE AND 
flAYONNE, TO BORDEAUX. — SIR JOHN D*AM- 
WPTICOURT GOES TO PARIS, TO ACCOMPLISH 
t A DFED OF ARMS WITH THE LORD BOUCIC^UT. 

NOTWITHSTANDING this diforder was fo 
veiy infectious that the greater part .of the 
Englifli fled from it, fir John Holland and feve- 
ral knights and fquires remained with the duke. 
The* knights, feeing there was an end to the 
war, were impatient to change the air, and faid 
to the conftable,— :< Sir, permit us to fet out on 
our return to Bayonne or Bordeaux, to efcape 
the effect of this peftilence, for our lord of Lau~ 
-eafter defires it. When he (hall wifh to have 
our fervices, he can eafily fp do by writing his 
commands ; and we (hall ferve him more effec^ 
tualty when we have recovered our health, than 
in the ftate of languor we now fatally experi- 
ence/ They repeated this fo often that fir John. 
Holland told the duke of their difcontents. The 
duke anfwered, — * Sir John, I am willing that 
you and fuch knights as choofe,'fet out on 
youf return home, and that you* take all our 
people with you. Recommend me to my lord 
the king, and falute from me my brothers, and 
fuch and fuch perfons, whom he named.' 

c I will cheerfully do fo,' replied the confta- 
ble ; • but my lord, are you aware; that though 

the 



the council of Caftille has handfomely allowed 
onr fick to enter any towns they may pieafe for 
the recovery of their health, they mull not, 
when well, return to you in Galicia, nor in 
Portugal? And if we pafs through France, in 
our road to Calais, the French knights of the 
council of Caftille have conditioned that we do 
not arm againft France for the fpace of fix 
years, unlefs the king of England command in 
perfon.' 

' Sir John,' faid the duke, ' you muft know 
that the French, whenever they iiave an oppor- 
tunity, will take every advantage over us. But 
I will tell you how you fh*U act. You will 
pafs through Caftille in a courteous manner, 
arid, when you tlia.11 be on the frontiers of Na- 
varre, fend to the king: he is our coulin : for- 
merly we were ftrongly united, and the connec- 
tion is not broken ; for, ever fince we bore arms 
for him in his war againft our adverfary of Caf- 
tille, we have conltantly kept up a mutual cor- 
refpondence, like coufins and friends. We have 
never had any quarrel, nor have we, like the 
French, made war upon him. For thefe rea- 
fons, he will readily grant permiftion for you 
and your men to pafs through his country. On 
your arrival at St. Jean du Pied des Ports, take 
the road through Bifcay to Bayonne : that is 
our inheritance: and thence yon may go to 
Bordeaux without any danger from the French, 
to refrefh yourfelves. When recovered, you 
may there embark, traverfe the deep, and land 
in Cornwall or Southampton, as the wind may 
be favourabJe,' 

1fi« 






24 q 

Sir John replied, he would punctually follow 
the plan he had laid down, and began to make 
his preparations accordingly. It was not long 
after this that the conftable, with all the men 
at arms and others, took their departure; and 
the duke and duchefs remained at Sant Jago, 
attended by their houfehold only. Sir John 
Holland carried his lady with him, and arrived 
at the city of Camores *, which is large and 
handfome, where he met the king of Caftille, 
fir Walter de Paffac and fir William de Lignac. 
They politely received him and his company, 
as lords do when they meet. In truth, the 
king was more rejUced at the departure of the 
, Englifli than at their arrival* for it feemed 
clear to him that the war was completely at lan 
end, and that Jhe duke of Lancafter would. 
never be able%o bring again fo large a force to 
Caftille from England, for he was well informed 
how much that country was difunited within 
itfelf. 

When the Englifh, who had' retired to the 
towns in Caftille for the recovery of their 
healths, heard that fir John Holland was on his 
march with the remnant of the army home- 
ward, they were greatly rejoiced, and made in- 
ftant preparations to join him. Among the 
number were, the lord de Chameauxf, fir 
Thomas Percy, the lord de Leluy ton { and the 
lord Bradeftan, with many more, to the amount 
of a thoufand horfe. Thofe that were fick 
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looked on themfelves as half recovered the mo- 
ment their, hopes were raifed of returning to 
England, fo much had they of late fullered. 

When fir John Holland took leave of flicking 
of Cailille, he fliewed to him and his barons 
much affection, and gallantly prefented them 
with handfome mules: he likewife ordered all 
the expenfes of their journey to be defrayed. 

On their departure, they took the road to St. 
Phagon, where they refted three days: they 
were well received in all places they paffed; 
for they were accompanied by fome knights of 
the king's houfehold, who paid for whatever 
they wanted or willied. They continued their 
route until they were out of Caftille, and ar- 
rived at Najara, where the famous battle had 
been fought, then they proceeded to Pamiers* 
and Logrogno, where they halted ; for they were 
uncertain if the king of Navarre would allow 
them to pafs through his kingdom. 

They deputed to him two knights, whofe 
names were fir Peter Bifl'et and fir William Nor- 
wich, who found the king at Tudela, They 
had an interview with him, and managed fo 
well, they obtained permUTUm to pafs, on pay- 
ing for whatever they fliould want. When the 
knights returned, they left Logrogno, for Pam- 
pelnna, and paffed the Pyrenees at Roncefval- 
les : they then quitted the road for Beam, and 
took that through Bifcay, for Bayonne, where 
thev arrived. Sir John Holland and his conn- 
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tefs remained there a confiderable time, but fe- 
veral of his countrymen continued their route 
to Bordeaux. Thus ended this expedition of 
the duke of Lancafter. 

It happened, during the moil active part of 
the campaign in' Caftille, when knights and 
fquires were eager after adventures and deeds of 
arms, that the lord Boucicaut had taken, the 
field, and had fent a herald to demand from fir 
John d' Ambreticourt three courfes with fpears 
on horfeback. Sir John had agreed to meet 
him, with the addition of three courfes with dag- 
gers, and the fame with battle-axes, aft on 
horfeback. Sir John, having fo readily af- 
fented, fought for him every where 3 but I 
know not for what reafon he had not advanced 
to that part of the country. I do not, how- 
ever, fay, nor mean to fay, that the lord Bod- 
cicaut was not equal to fuch a challenge, nor 
even to one of more hardy adventure. 

When fir John d'Ambreticourt was at Bay- 
onne, with fir John Holland, he thought much 
on this challenge, which, having accepted, he 
confidered himfelf bound to accompli fh 5 and 
that he could not honourably leave France 
without doing fo, left the French might fay he 
had returned to England difhonourably. He 
eonfulted his companions, but efpecially fir 
John Holland, how to act. He was advifed to 
pafs through France, as he had a good paffport, 
which the duke of Bourbon had obtained for 
him, and go to Paris in fearch of th© lord Bou- 
cicaut: he might 1 hear of him on his road, or 
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at Paris, and the matter would be fettled to hi* 
honour. 

This advice being agreeable to bim^ he de- 
parted, and took the road through the country 
of the Bafques, and came to Orthis in B6arn, 
where he foupd the count de Foix. The count 
received him handfomely, detained him fome 
ihort time, and, on his going away, prefented 
him .with two hundred florins and a very fine 
horfe. Sir John d'Ambreticourt continued his 
road through B6arn, Bigorre, the Touloufain 
aiwi Carcaffonois. He was accompanied by Wil- 
liam de Soumain and other fquires from Hain- 
auh, who were returning to their own country. 
On their arrival at Paris, he learnt that the 
king was at that moment in 'Normandy, and 
the lord Boucrcaut, as they faid, in Arragon. 
Sir John to acquit himfelf honourably, waited 
on the principal barons of France that were 
then at Paris; atid having ftaid there eight days 
to amufe himfelf, he continued his journey to 
Calais, and thofe from Hainault went home. 
Thus were the different captains of the army of 
Caftille feparated. 
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CHAP. V. 

THE DUKE OF BOURBON, ON LEAVING AVIGNON, 
CONTINUES HIS MARCH TO BURGOS, WHERE 
HE MEETS THE KING OF CASTILLE. — THE 

. DUKE OF LANCASTER, BEING INFORMED OF 
THIS, ADDRESSES HIMSELF TO THE KING OF 
PORTUGAL. — THE DUKE OF BOURBON AFTER 
A SHORT JSTAY TAKES LEAVE OF THE KING OF 
CASTILLE, 4ND RETURNS TO FRANCE. 

THE duke of Bourbon, who had been no- 
minated commander in chief of the Frencti 
in Caftille, was duly informed of every thing 
that was paffing; but, had he imagined the 
king of Caftille had been fo much preffed, he 
would have haftened his march: for he had 
taken a long time on his journey, and, befide, 
had followed a round-about road. He went 
firft to Avignon, to vifit the perfon who ftiled 
himfelf pope Clement, where he ftaid fome 
time, then to Montpelier, where he halted five 
days, and as many at Bezieres and Carcaffone ; 
from thence he went to Narbonne and Perpig- 
nan, and entered Arragon; for he was defirous 
of feeing the young king of Arragon and his 
coufin, the lady Jolante de Bar. The duke 
continued his journey to Barcelona, where he 
met the king and queen of Arragon, with a 
numerous body of earls and barons of the 
country, who had come thither to receive and 
feaft him. 

. When he had been thus entertained for the 
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fpace of lis days, he departed, and went to 
Valencia. It was there he firft heard that 
the Englifh army had retreated, and that fir 
John Holland hatl led the greater part into 
Navarre; that there had been a great mortality 
among the Englifh; and that his coulin, the 
duke of Lancaster, lay dangeroufly ill at Sant 
Jago : the report was, that he was actually 
dead. Notwithftanding this intelligence, which 
rendered his march ufelefs, he continued ad- 
vancing, and informed the king of Caftille of 
his arrival, who was much rejoiced thereat, and 
appointed the city of Burgos for their place of 
meeting. The king ordered all things to be 
properly prepared in that city for his reception, 
and went thither; for many of the French, who 
were with him, were anxious to fee the duke of 
Bourbon. The duke, having pafied Valencia 
and Saragofla, entered Caftille and came to Bur- 
gos. He was moll kindly received by the king, 
barons and prelates of the realm. Sir Oliver 
du Guefclin, conftable of Caftille, fir William 
de Lignac, fir Walter de Paflac, fir John des 
Barres, fir John and fir Reginald de Roye, and 
feveral knights of France, were prefent, who 
had left their garrifons to meet the duke of 
Bourbon. They had no longer any fears of the 
Engliih or Portuguefe, for they had all re- 
treated, and the Engliih had already given up 
thofe towns they had conquered in Galicia; 
for they knew that, as their army had left the 
country, they could not withftand the power of 
France. 
The news was carried to Galicia V\\a\ \\ie 4.\&*. 
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of Bourbon was arrived in Caftille, with a large 
body of men at arms from France ; and, as it 
,was fpoken of, this force was" multiplied to more 
than double its number. The country, at firft 
was alarmed, left the duke of Bourbon fhould 
march thither to reconquer fuch towns as had 
furrendered ; and though the duke of Lancafter 
was with them, and comforted them as much &s 
lie could, they could not get rid of their fears. 

When the duke of Lancafter heard his cou- 
fin, the duke of Bourbon, was witH the king of 
Castille at Burgos, he instantly fent to the king 
of Portugal, to entreat he would not difband 
his army ; for he knew not what the French 
might intend, now the country was in fo de- 
fencelefs a state. 

The king of Portugal, having difmiffed his 
army, was defirous to oblige the duke, from the 
connection between them, and left Lifbon for 
Coimbra, whence he iffued a fummons, for all - 
men at arms instantly to prepare themfelves and 
march to Oporto, to the affistance of the duke 
of Lancaster, whbfe illnefs would not fuffer • 
him to take the field in perfon, although he was 
daily recovering his health. 

The duke of Bourbon remained with the 
king of Castille at Burgos* where he received 
the greatest honours from the king, the barons 
and lords of the realm. Many councils were 
held, aa to what they fhould now do : whether 
to enter Galicia or return to France. The king 
and his ministers faw very clearly which was 
mod to their advantage, and faid, when toge- 
ther,-*/ Our aeomtry is ruined and wafted l>y 
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the French ; and although they have defended 
it againft the Englifli, we have paid dear enough. 
It will be but juft we thank the duke of Bour- 
bon for the trouble he has had in coming hither, 
and entreat him, through affection to us, to 
withdraw his men, for there was not now any 
appearance of war to detain them; that as for 
Galicia, they could invade and conquer that 
province themfelves, whenever they pleafed, as 
it was a trifling matter.' The king's minifters 
added; * If we keep thefe men, they will ex- 
pect pay, and, if that be not given to them, 
they will rob and plunder the country. There 
are, already, many difcontents on thisfubject; 
and it behoves us to difmifs them in a haudfome 
manner.' 

This meafure was adopted ; for the king knew 
well that his kingdom could not be hurt, with- 
out his frittering from it. The archbifhop of 
Burgos therefore, in the prefence of the king 
and many knights from France, propofed the 
matter to the duke of Bourbon. The duke, as 
well as his knights, inftantly agreed to it; for 
they moft certainly preferred returning to 
France, which is a different country in all re- 
fpects from Caflille, and gave their orders ac- 
cordingly. 

The duke of Bourbon, though he came the 
last, was the first to return, and declared his 
intentions were, to pafs through Navarre, that 
his people might make preparations for fo doing. 
On taking his leave of the king, very rich pre- 
sents were made him: he might have had 
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more, had he chofen it, but he refiifed . fe?e» 
ral that were prefled on him, and accepted 
only mules, horfes, and dogs called Allans * in 
Castille. 

Proclamation was made for all perfons to leave 
Caftille and return to France, according to the 
orders which had been given by the comman- 
der in chief; but fir Oliver du Guefclin and th£ 
marihal, with about three hundred lances, Bre- 
tons, Poitevins and Saintongers, were to remain 
behind. The duke of Bourbon, having taken 
leave of the king, queen, and barons, was ef- 
corted as far as Logrogno, when he entered 
Navarre. Wherever he paffed, he was moil [ho- 
nourably received, for the duke was courteous, 
gallant and much renowned. 

The king of Navarre entertained him very 
kindly, and ftiewed not any appearance of the 
hatred he bore to the king of France for having 
feized hi* inheritance of the county d'Evreux 
in Normandy. He knew that the prefentking, 
who was fo nearly related to the duke of Bour- 
bon, was no way to blame, for at the time he 
was an infant. He mentioned his complaints 
in an amicable manner to the duke, and en- 
treated him to mediate between him and his 
coufin of France, for which he fhoutd hold 



* ' Allan, — a kind of big, ftrong, thick-headed and (hort- 
fnouted dog ; the brood whereof came firii out of Albania, 
old Epirus.' 

' Allan de boucherie, like a maftiff, — Allan gen til, fome- 
what like a greyhound, — Allan fautre, a cur to bait wolves, 
&c.'— Cotgravs's Dictionary. 
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himfelf much obliged. The duke promifed to 
ufehis endeavours; and on this they parted, and 
the duke continued his journey with his men at 
arms peaceably through Navarre, and* having 
croffed the mountains at Roncefvalles ' and tra* 
verfed the country of Bafques, entered Beam at 
Sanveterre. 






CHAP. VI. 

THE COUNT DE POIX RECEIVES TJ*£ DUltE OF 
x BOURBON MOST MAGNIFICENTLY, AND MAKES 

'" HIM -HANDSOME PRESENTS. — THE MEN AT 
ARMS WHO WERE UNDER SIR WALTER DE PAS- 
SAC AND SIR WILLIAM DE LIGNAC SACK lUE 
TOWN 0? St. PHAGON, ON THEIR frfcPARTURE 
PROM CASTILLO —THE KING IS VERY WROTH 
FOR THIS' AGAINST THE TWO CAPTAINS, WHO 
HAD REMAINED WITH MM. 
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COUNlrGafton de Foix was weU pleafed, 
on hearing the duke of Bourbon was at Sau- 
veterre. . He fummoned to Orthes^ where hfe 
xefided, a gallant company of chivalry; and fet 
out with a grand array of five hundred knights 
and fquires excellently mounted* They had 
advanced two leagues before they nlet thfeduke, 
who was likewife attended by a large compahy 
of knights and fquires. On tfeeir meeting, ihty 
embraced and fliewed every token of Mdndfhip, 
fuch as wiell*educate*J princes know how to j do. 
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After-they had converfed together a fliort fpace, 
as I was informed when at Orth&s, the cotmt 
de Foix withdrew with his company * into the 
plain, hut the duke remained where they had 
met. Then three knights, fir Efpaign de Lyon, 
fir Peter Campeftan and fir Menault de Nou- 
ailles advanced to the duke, and faid, — c My 
lord, we come to offer you a prefent from the 
count de Foix on your return from Caftille, as 
he knows you have been at a heavy expenfe. 
He firft welcomes you to his country of Beam, 
and prefents you with eight thoufand florins, 
this mule, two courfers and two palfreys/ « My 
fair firs,' replied the duke, * I am very much 
obliged to the count de Foix. With regard to 
the florins, we cannot receive them ; but as for 
the reft we accept them with great pleafure/ 
The florins were therefore returned, and the horfes 
and mule kept. Shortly afterward, the count 
placed himfelf befide the duke, and conducted 
him, under his pennon, to Orthes, when he was 
lodged in the caftle, and his attendants in the town. 

The duke of Bourbon remained far three day* 
at Orth&s, magnificently entertained with din- 
ners and fuppers. The count de Foix fhewed 
him good part of his ftate, which would recom- 
mend him to fuch a perfon as the duke of Bour- 
bon. On the fourth day he took his leave and 
departed. The count made many prefents to the 
knights and fquires attached to the duke, and to 
foch an extent that I was told this vifit of the 
duke of Bourbon coil him ten thoufand francs. 

The duke took bis road.to France by Mont- 
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pelier, the city of Pay, and county of Forets, 
of which lie was lord in right of his duchefs. 
Though the duke of Bourbon had thus left Caf- 
tille, the men at arms under fir William de Lig- 
nac and fir Walter de Paffac were not impatient 
to do fo. They were upwards of three thoufand 
fpears and fix thoufand others, who in fmall par- 
ties were daily quitting the country. Many of 
them, having expended their pay^ and being 
weary of the war, fet out on their return ill 
mounted and in rags, fo that the meeting them 
was unfortunate, for they difmounted fuchas were 
on horfeback, and made war on all paflengers and 
on whoever had remained in the open country, 
whether churchmen or not, and plundered them, 
under the pretext that the king of Caftille had 
not given them their pay, and that they had 
been ruined by the war. They faid they would 
pay themfelves, and all towns not well inclofed 
were under great alarms. 

Every place {hut its gates againft them, for 
whatever they could find was feized on unlefs 
well fought for. Such knights and fquires as 
returned through Foix, and waited on the count, 
were well received by him, and received mag- 
nificent prefents. I was told that this expedition, 
including the going to Caftille and return, coft 
the count de Foix, by his liberalities, upwards 
of forty thoufand francs. 

After the departure of the duke of Bourbon, an 

accident befel the town of St.Phagon, that I am 

about to relate, which caufed the deaths of five 

hundred men. You muft know, that when fir 
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William de Lignac and fir Walter de Paffac firft 
came into Caftille, their force, which was very 
confiderable, quartered themfelves over the 
country near St. Phagon, which is rich, and 
abundant in all forts of provifion. 

Among thefe men at arms weite many Bre- 
tons, Poitevins, Saintongers, who, riding firft to 
St. Phagon, entered the town in parties of fix, 
ten, fifteen and twenty, fo that at laft they 
amounted to more than five hundred, including 
fervants. As they entered, they lodged themfelves, 
and began to pillage and pack up every valuable 
they could find. 

The inhabitants, noticing their conduct, fe- 
cretly clofed their gates, that no»more (hould 
enter; and, when thefe ftrangers thought to re- 
pofe themfelves, the townfmen cried, 'To arms!' 
and entering the chambers where they lay, flew 
them without pity or mercy : happy were they 
who could efcape, for they murdered upwards 
of five hundred. 

News of this was brought, in the morning, 
to the French lords quartered near the town, and 
they held a council to confider how they fiioiild 
act. They thought it improper at the moment 
to retaliate on them for this conduct, for if they 
(hould begin by burning towns and villages, thfe 
whole country would rife againfl them, to the 
great joy of their enemies, but they determined 
that, when the expedition fhould be ended, and 
they on their return, they would then talk to 
them, and make them pay feverely. 
' When this army was on its return to France* 
'-' ': • which 




■which included all except thole who remained 
with flr Oliver du Guefclin, they laid among 
thenifelves, 'Our arrival at St. Phagon coft us 
dear, but they Qiall fully repay us on our return.' 
They were all of this mind, and, having afferablcd 
about one tboufand, they entered the. town, a* 
there was neither guard nor watch; for the towns- 
men had forgotten what had paffed, and ho] 
the French had done fo likewife, and that no 
more quarrels would happen between them. It 
was not fo, to their great lofs; for, when they 
thought thenifelves fecure, the cry of ' To arms !' 
rei'ounded from more than one hundred places, 
accompanied with voices fhouting, 'Let us kill 
and deiiroy all the fcoundrels of this town, and 
plunder what they may have, in revenge for 
their murders of our countrymen,' The Bretons 
inftautly began to put thefe threats into exe- 
cution, and to enter every houfe where they 
expected pillage, killing the inhabitants, break- 
ing open defks and trunks, and doing every mif- 
chief in their power. There were, this day, 
more than four hundred llaughtered, the town 
robbed and half burned, which was a great pity. 
Such was the revenge the companions took on 
St. Pliagon, and then marched away. 

Intelligence was fent to the king of Caftilh" 
that the men at arms, who had been under fir 
William de Lignac and fir Walter de Pafiac, had, 
on their return, pillaged the good town of St. 
Phagon, murdered upwards of four hundred of 
its inhabitants, and fet the town on fire. They 
added, that if the Enghfli had taken it even by 
$UttSfc> 
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ftortn, they wduld not havfe treated it to cruelly. 
At the time this was told the king, the twp above- 
named knights were with him, and were feverely 
reprimanded by him and his council. They ex- 
cufed themfelves, faying, — 'That as God may 
help them, they were ignorant of the intentions 
of their men : they had, indeed heard they were 
much difpleafed with the inhabitants of St. Pha- 
gon, who, on their coming to Caftille, had mur- 
dered ihany of their companions, for which 
revenge 1 had lurked in their hearts; but that, in 
truth, they thought it had been forgotten/ ' 

The king of Caftille was forced to pals it over, 
as it might have coft him more had he thought 
of punifliing it; but he was very ill pleafed with 
th'efe two commanders, which he (hewed, when 
they took leave of him to return to France. 
Had he been contented with them, it may be 
fuppofed they would have had more magnificent 
prefents. The duke of Bourbon, his knights 
and fquires, having quitted the king to his fat if- 
faction, and left the country firft, had carried off 
the flower of the prefents. 

The French marched out of Caftille in various 
directions, fome through Bifcay, others through 
Arragon. Many knights and fquires, who had 
lived on their pay, difdainingto plunder, return- 
ed poor and forrily mounted ; while others, who 
had feized on whatever they could meet with, 
were well furnifhed with gold and filver, and 
heavy trunks. Thus it happens, in thefe adven- 
tures, fome gain and others lofe. The king of 
Caftille was very much rejoiced when he found 
4df *ud kingdom freed from fuch men. 



CHAP. VI r. 

THE DUKE OF LANCASTER LEAVES SANT JAGO, 
FOR COIMBRA, AND THENCE GOES TO BAY- 
ONNE. 

WE will return to the duke of Lancafter, 
whom we left ill in bed at Sant Jago, where 
he refided with his duchefs and daughter Ca- 
tharine. You may fuppofe, the duke felt many 
mortifications, from the complete failure of his 
hopes of the crown of Cafiille, ami the great 
lofs of his chivalry, whom he daily and nightly 
lamented, and whom he had brought with fuch 
difficulty from England. He had now no 
expectation of making a treaty of peace that 
ihould allow the duchefs any right to the crown, 
or yield up, by way of compofition, to her any 
part of the kingdom ; for he had heard from 
pilgrims to Sant Jago, from Brabant, Hain- 
ault and other countries, who Jaad pafied through 
the French army in Caftille, that the Caftillians 
^ind French made their jokes on him, faying to 
the pilgrims, — ' Ye are going to Sant Jago, are 
ye ? Ye will find there the duke of Lancafter, 
who, for fear of the fun, keeps his chamber. 
Give our compliments to him, and alk him, on 
his faith, if we French know how to make war, 
and if we have not fought him fairly, and if he 
be coutented with us. The Englifh ufed to fay, 
that we knew better how to dance and ling than 
to fight J but the tables are now turned: it is 
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they who repofe and fing, and we keep the field 
and guard our frontiers, fo that we have not 
loft any thing/ 

The duke of Lancaiter, like a wife rqan, bore 
all this patiently, for he could not dootherwife; 
and, when he was able to ride, he departed from 
Sant Jago with his duchefs and family. The 
king' of Portugal had fent his conftaMe, the cftutit 
<ie Novaire, and fir John Fernando : PbrteIet, 
with five hundred lances,' to efcort him. A- 
mong thefe knights were ithe Poiinaffe d* Acttn- 
hu, Egeas Colle, Vafco Martin de Merlo, 

. Galopes Fernando, fir* Alvarez Perez, John 
Badighos deSar, €Jaynes de Falnes, all barons, 
•With this efcort, the duke and his family left 

. Compoftella, and continued their march to 
Oporto, where the king and queen of Portugal 
were waiting for them, and entertained them 
haiidfomely, 

Soon after the arrival of the duke, the king 
and queen left Oporto, and went to Coimbra*. 
which is but one day's journey diftant. The 
duke of I^ancafter remained there for two months 
fcnd -attended to his affairs, and to the making 
of preparations for his departure. By the king's 
orders, the high admiral of Portugal, don AJU 
phonfo Brecart, had equipped fome galleys for 
his reception; on board of which, when the 
weather and wind were favourable, they em- 
barked, and, weighing anchor, took to the deep, 
wid ih trite day and a half were at Bayonne, 
yhicM l is upwards of feventy-two leaguefe. On 
thcffr : arrival, they were difappomted in not 
X*df meeting 
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meeting sir John Holland and the other Eng- 
lish; but they had left it for Bordeaux* where 
they had embarked, and had landed in England. 
, The duke of Lancafter made a long retidenm 
at Bayonne, and enforced the, payments of ar- 
rears, and other dues from ths duchy of Aqui- 
taine, and fuch parts as were under the obedi- 
ence of king Richard ; for he had a commiilioa 
to impofe and receive all taxes to his own ufe, 
and he ftiled himfelf duke - and governor of 
Aquitaine. We will now leave the duke and 
the EngliA, until it fhall be proper to return to 
them, and fpeak of other matters. 



CHAP. VIII. 

» 

THE COUNT D'ARMAGNAC TAKES GREAT PAINS 
TO PREVAIL ON THE FREE COMPANIES TO 
GIVE UP THEIR FORTS FOR A SUM OF S^ttEY'. 
—THE COUNT DE FOIX, UNDERHAND PRE- 
VENTS HIS SUCCESS. 

■ « » 

THE count d'Armagnac, at this period, re- 
, sidetj. in Auvergne, and was negotiating 
with fuch free companions as held forts in Au- 
vergne, Quercy and Iimoufin. The count 
toQk great pains, from his attachment to France, 
to make the leaders of thefe, gam ions, yvho did 
great mifchief to the country, furrender them 
aup, and 4eparfc *o. other places,: All the cap- 
tains, except Geoflry T«te-noir, who held 

Ventadour, 
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Ventadour, feemfed willing lo accept his terras, 
and receive, in one fum, two hundred and fifty 
thoufand francs. On payment of this fum, they 
ifore all to quit the country, which would glad- 
ly have feen them depart ; for the inhabitants 
could not till the earth, nor carry on trade, 
for fear of thefe pillagers, unlefs they had en- 
tered into compofition with them, according 
to their wealth and rank; and thefe competi- 
tions amounted, in the year, to as much as was 
now demanded for the evacuation of the forts. 

Although thefe garrifons made war under pre- 
text of being Englifh, there were very few of 
that nation ; but the greater part Gafcons, Ger- 
mans and Foixiens, and from different coun- 
tries, who had united together to do mifchief. 

When this treaty had been fully concluded 
with all the captains, except Geoffry T6te-noir, 
the count d'Armagnac entreated the count 
dauphin d'Auvergne, who was a great baron and 
able negotiator, to join him in this treaty, and 
from his affection to him, to undertake a jour- 
ney to Paris, to the king and the dukes of Berry 
and Burgundy, who at that time governed th£ 
kingdom, to explain what he had done in regard 
to thefe free companions, and to have their con- 
fent; for without their orders the fum of money 
to pay them could not be raifed in the country. 

The count dauphin complied with this : re- 
queft, and rode to Paris; but the king was gone 
to Rouen, whither the count followed him. He 
there explained to the king and his counqil the 
* ■■ ftate 
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Uateofthe country, and the treaty the count 
d'Armagnac had made with the companions. 
He did not foon accompli fh the object of his 
coming; for the lords of the council, knowing 
well what fort of people thefe free companions 
were, had no faith in their profefiions, and dread- 
ed they would not abide by any treaty. They faid 
to him, — ' Count dauphin, we know that you 
and the count d'Armagnac are anxious to pro- 
mote every tiling for the honour and advantage 
of the kingdom ; for both of you have rich and 
extenfive inheritances within it: but we very 
much fufpect that thefe Gafcons and Bearnois, 
when they lhall have received the fums agreed 
for, and the country lhall be weakened, will, 
in the courfe of three or four months, return, 
regain pofTeflion of their eaiUes, and commit 
greater wafte than they have hitherto done.* 

The count dauphin replied to the council, — 
' My lords, it is our intention, that when this 
fum be raifed, it fliall be depofited at Clermont 
or Rioms, and there remain until we have cer- 
tificates of thefe companies having quitted the 
country.' 

' That is well faid,' anfwered the dukes of 
Berry and Burgundy: ' we are willing the mo- 
ney be raifed and put in a place of fafety; for 
at all events, mould they refufe to conform to 
the treaty, it will ferve to collect forces to make 
war upon them, and drive them out of their 
forts. This fum fliall be under the direction of 
yon, the count d'Armagnac, and the biihops of 
Clermont and Puy : you will take care that it 
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fee honourably difpofed of, and for the advan- 
tage of the realm/ Having declared he would 
do fo, he took leave of the king, bis uncles and 
council, and .departing from Rouen, continued 
bis road until he came to Clermont, where he 
found the count d'Armagnac, his brother and 
numbers of lords waiting his arrival. He relat- 
ed to them that the king and his council had 
-tbeir doubts of the captains of the free compa- 
nies, and the manner this money was raifed, 
and depofited in a place of fecurity until the in- 
tentions of thefe captains, who by force kept 
poflfeflion of forts and caflles in the realm, 
fhouki be clearly known. 

They replied, ' that fuch were their wifhes ; 
and, fince it is agreeable to the king, we wiH 
finifh the bufinefs; but we muft firft conclude a 
peace or truce with the leaders, that the country 
may be aflured the tax we are about to raife will 
be properly applied for their fecurity.' Gom- 
miffaries were fent by the count d'Armagnac to 
parley with Perrot le Bearnois, and Amerigot 
MarceJ, who were the principal chiefs of the 
forts on this fide the Dordogne, in conjunction 
with the bourg de Copane, Bernard des Ifles, 
Olim Barbe, Abton Seghin, the lord de TEx- 
emplaire, and many more. Thefe captains 
could never agree as to terms, for what one 
party acceded to in one week, the next it was re- 
fiifed: the reafon was, that being from different 
countries, they had various opinions. Thofe 
from Armagnac, who were a fort of retainers to 
the count, retalily affented to whfct he" offered -, 

but 
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but the greater part, and moft determined 
pillagers, > wfcre from B6am and Foix. 

I dp not ntean to fay, that the count de Font 
ever wiftied afty thing but whiat was honourable 
and advantageous to France-; btttwhen he firft 
heard of thefe- negotiations with the cap tame of 
ftrong placestn Auvergne, Q,mercy and Rouergue; 
he was defirous to know upon what terms they 
were made, : and the caufe why the count d*Ar- 
magnac was fo biify in the matter, and would 
be informed, when thefe places fhould be eva- 
cuated by the companions, what road they intend* 
$A to t&ke, and where they meant to fix them- 
felves. He was anfwered ; c My lord, it is the in- 
tention of the count d* Armagnae to engage thefe 
men at arms, when they (half have furrendered 
the forts, to lead theiri into Lombardy, where his 
brother-in-law (who, you know, married his Af- 
ter, the widow of your fon Gafton) has great dif- 
ficulty in defending his inheritance, for there 
feems every probability of a war in Lombardy, 

The count de Foix made no anfwer to this* 
feeming not to have heard it;* but turned about 
to others prefent*, and Gonverfed with them. 
He was not, however, the lefs thoughtful about 
what had been faid, and determined fecretly to 
prevent any of thefe treaties being concluded ; 
at leaft, from the fequel it fo appears. 

The count d'Ahnagnac could never fucceed, 
notwithftanding tris repeated attempts, towards 
inducing any 4>f the captains who were from 
Beam, or Fcfeg, n *0 yield up their forts, or ac- 
cept of any ertj^ageirtenliy tpf$*vethe~ count op 
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his brother Bernard. The count de Foix, wiser 
was prudence itfelf, confidering that thefe two 
lords, his coufins, and thofe of Albreth, were 
very powerful, and acquiring friends on all fides, 
was unwilling to add to their ftrength by thofe 
who were his retainers : he therefore determined 
what line he would follow, as was told me, when 
at Orth&s, by fir Efpaign de Lyon, the bourg 
de Copane, captain of Carlat in Auvergne, and 
the bourg Anglois, 

The count de Foix was at war with the Ar- 
magnacs, though at this moment there was a 
truce, which was ufually renewed five or fix 
times every year; and, fhould the Armagnacs 
and Albreths obtain the afiiftance of thefe cap- 
tains of free companies, who were fo hardy and 
cunning in war, they would be enabled to bring 
a large force into the field, and do the count 
de Foix great mifchief. This was the principal 
caufe why the captains who were dependant on 
' him would never accept terms from the count 
d'Armagnac. < 

They indeed gave him hopes of agreeing with 
him ; but although many appointments were 
made for a meeting, they kept none, but ran 
over the country, and pillaged it at their pleafure, 
juft the fame as before any treaty was talked of. 
The count was daily expecting to conclude one; 
and the captain he was moft anxious to gain 
over was Perrot le Bearnois, who held the ftrong 
caftle of ChaLuoet, and was the; principal com* 
mander in Auvergne and Limoufin, for his com* 
pofitions extended as far as la Ifccbclle. The 

others 



others were, William de Sainte Fob;, who hekt 
Bouteville; Amerigdt Marcel, who refided at 
Loyfe, near St. Flour in Auvergne; the bourg 
de Copane and the bourg Anglois, who held 
Carlat. He faid, he could at any time have 
Amerigot Marcel ; but he was defirous of gain- 
ing over Perrot le Bearnois, and Geoffry Tete- 
noir, who held Ventadour and was the chief of 
them all. They only laughed, and made their 
jokes of the count, difdaining to enter into any 
treaty with him or any one elfe. Geoffry knew 
his caftle was impregnable, and provided with 
ftores and a fufficient garrifon for (even or eight 
years; and it was not in the power of any lord 
to fhut him up, fo that he could not be prevent- 
ed from making tallies whenever he chofe. 

Geoffry began all his paffports and treaties of 
compofitions with, * Geoffry Tete-noir, duke oi 
Ventadour, count of Limoufin, fovereign lord 
and commander of all the captains in Auvergne, 
Rouergue and Limoufin,' I will now leave 
thefe matters, and fpeak of what was paffing in 
my own country, from the peace which was 
granted to the Ghent men, on the conclufion of 
their war, by the duke and duchefs of Bur- 
gundy, who figned and fealed it in the noble 
city of Tournay. To add ftrength to my hiftory, 
I muft fpeak of what was paffing in Gueldres 
and Brabant; for the king of France and duke 
of Burgundy were much affected by the events 
that happened in thofe countries, and took great 
part in the war that enfued. 

CHAP 



48 



CHAP. IX. 

A DIGRESSION ON THE QUARREL- ^E'EWEEN THE 
HOUSES OF BRABANT AND GUELDRES.-— THE 
LIFE OF COUNT REGINALD OF GUELDRES 
AND HIS SUCCESSORS, UNTIL THE REIGN OF 
GHARLES VI. OF FRANCE.— THE DUKE OF 
GUELDRES, BEING AN ALLY OF ENGLAND 
SENDS HIS CHALLENGE TO FRANCE* — THE 
CAUSE OF THIS CHALLENGE. 

npHERE had been, for fome time, a hatred 
•* between the houfes of Brabant! and Guel- 
dres: their countries border on each other 5 but 
the origin of this hatred of the Brabaaters was 
on account of the town of Grave, which the 
dukes of Gueldres had taken poITejQion of, and 
kept by force. This the Brabanters complained 
of, as it is fituated on their fide of the riverMeufe; 
and, though many conferences were held on the 
/ubject, their hatred was not abated. Thofe of 
Gueldres complained, that the duke of Brabant 
had, in revenge^ feized on three caftles on their 
fide of the Meufe, and at the entrance of their 
country, called Gambet, Buct and Mille. Thefe 
quarrels between the two dukes were frequently 
embittered; but it was the opinioh of many 
able knights and fquires in arms, that if the 
lord Edward of Gueldres (wha, was unfortu- 
..MA it.* nately 



nately flivin by an arrow from an archer of the 
dukes of Luxembourg or Brabant, at the battle 
of Juiiers*,) had furvived and gained the vic- 
tory, he was fo valiant, he would have recon- 
quered thefe three caftles. 

I will now relate, according to my proniife, 
how thefe caftles came into the pofleflion of 
Brabant, that I may embellifh my hiftory ; and 
I will begin with fpeaking of the dukes of 
Gueldresf. It was not long before I began to 
indite this work, that there lived a count of 
Gueldres, called Reginald. Gueldres is not fo 
rich, nor fo extenfive a country as Brabant : 
notwithstanding this, count Reginald, coming 
to his property when a young man, had every 
inclination for expenfe, and cared not what his 
pleafures coft him. He attended all tilts and 
tournaments in the grcateft magnificence, and 
expended, yearly, four times more than hisufual 
revenue. He was generous and liberal, and 
made extravagant prefents, fo that he borrowed 
from the Lombards on all fides, and was foon fo 
indebted he knew not whither to turn himfelf. 
His relations were greatly angered by fuch con- 
duct, and blamed him exceedingly; but in par- 
ticular the archbifhop of Cologne, who was his 
uncle by his mother's fide. One day, when lie 
had liiin in his clofet, he faid, — ' Reginald, my 
fair nephew, you have managed your affairs fo 
well, that you will foon find yourfelf a poor man ; 

* 1372. 

t Tliey were firft created dukes of Gueldrei by the empe- 
ror, Lewis of Bavaria. 1339, at Frankfurt. 

Vol. IX. « E few 
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for y<mr lands are mortgaged ail round. In this 
world, poor lords are not valued. Do you imagine 
that tbofe to whom you have made fetch great 
gift* will return them to you ? No, as God may 
help me : they will fly from you when they know 
you have nothing more to give, and will laugh 
at and mock you for your foolifh expenfes, and 
you w91 not find one friend to affift you. Do not 
depend on me ; for though I am archbifliop of 
Cologne, I will not curtail my eftablifhment to 
repair yoiir fortune, nor give you the patri- 
mony of the church : no, I vow to God, roy 
continence forbids it, and neither the pope nor 
cardinals will confent to it. The count of Hai- 
nanlt, who has not kept the ftate you have, 
has married his eldeft daughter, Margaret, to 
Lewis of Bavaria, emperor of Germany. He 
has three more whom he will alfo marry very 
nobly. Had you lived as was becoming yon, 
and had you not mortgaged your lands, towns 
oi* caftles, you were a proper perfon for fuch an 
alliance ; but, fituated as you no\$ are, you will 
never obtain one of them. You have nothing 
to dower a wife with, if you had one : not even 
one poor lordiliip.' 

The earl of Gueldres was thunderftruek at 
this reprimand of his uncle, for he felt the truth 
of it. He requefted, out of love to him, he 
would give him advice. c Advice !' replied the 
arckbifhop : c it is now, my fair nephew, too 
late : you wifli to fliut the ftable-door when the 
Heed is ftplen. I fee but one remedy for your 
diftrefe? v And what is'tj^?' foicfc the count ' 
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' 1 will tell you,' anfwered the archbifliop. 
' You are much indebted to Bertaldo of Mech- 
lin, who is at prefent the richefl merchant in 
the world, from the great commerce lie carrier 
on with ail parts of it by fea and land. His 
galleys and veffels fail as far as Alexandria, 
Cairo and Damafcus, with cargoes of the value 
of one hundred thoufand florins: he alfo has a 
mortgage on the greater part of your lands. 
Bertaldo has one daughter now of au age to 
marry, and no other children. Several great 
barons of Germany and other countries have 
demanded her in marriage, but, I know not 
why, unfuccefsfidiy : he may perhaps fear fome 
as being too high, and others he may hold 
cheap : 1 therefore advife you to treat with Ber- 
taldo, who may liftento you, and give you his 
daughter, that you may clear yourfelf of all 
your debts, and regain pofleffionof your lands; 
for I mould fuppofe, from your birth and in 
con fi deration of your having your poffeihons, be- 
tween the Meufe and the Rhine, fo well filled 
with populous towns, he will comply with your 
requeft.' 

■ By my faith, uncle,' replied the count, 'you 
advife mc well, and I will follow what you have 
faid.' 

Count Reginald, fhortly after, fummoned 
thofe of his friends in whom he had the greateft 
confidence and affection, and declared to them 
his intentions of marrying the daughter of Ber- 
taldo of Mechlin. He requefted them to go 
thither and demand her, and he would make her 
couiitcfs of Gueldies, on fucU oqyi4\\aovvs> a&<i*fc 
E 9 wrtfcCsy&w? 
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archfbifliop of Cologne fliould be agreeable to. 
His friends qomplied cheerfully, and made in- 
ftant preparations for their journey to Mechlin, 
where they waited on Bertaldo, and told him the 
object of thei r coming. Bertaldo recei ved thefe 
knights and clerks from the count de Gueldres 
very gracioufly, entertained them well, and faid 

. he would confider of their demand. Being fo 
very rich, for he was worth at leaft five or fix 
millions of florins, he was anxious for the ad- . 
vancement of his daughter, and, thinking he 
could no way ally her more nobly than to the 
count de Gueldres, had partly in his own mind 
affented to it. Before he declared it, he had 
many doubts, and faid to himfelf, — ' If I give 
Mary to the count, he will wifh to be myimaf- 
ter, and I (hall no longer have a will of my 
own. Befide, (hould fhe have children and die, 

, which may happen, he, who will be enriched 
by my wealth and re-poffefled of all his lands 
in the country of Gueldres, may marry again, 
and as nobly as he pleafes, and have children 
by this fecond wife, who, from the high blood 
of their mother, may hold my daughter's chil- 
dren in contempt, and perhaps difinherit them. 
I niuft have all thefe doubts cleared up before I 
give itiy confent. I will, however, mention all 
this to the friends of the count, and make them 

» 

fufch an anfwer as this: That their coming has 
pleafed me much, and that my daughter would 
be very happy to be fo nobly married as to the 
count de Gueldres : but at this moment it was 
well known the affairs of the count were in the 
utmoU diforder; that atl his lands between the 

Msxxte 
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Meufe and Rhine were under mortgage, and 
that, to clear, off his incumbrances, he has de- 
manded my daughter in marriage. Before I 
confent to this union, I wifti to know how he' 
means to fettle his eftates, and that my daugh- 
ter's children, Ihould flie have fons or daugh- 
ters, may fucceed to the inheritance of Guel- 
dres, uptwithftanding any other marriage take 
place in cafe of her death. On this point I am 
determined, and I muft likewife have this fuc- 
ceffion aifured by himfelf, his relations, and all 
who may have any claims thereto, as well as by 
the nobility and principaHowns in the country.' 

Thus did Bert aid o form the' anfwer he was.to 
give the commiflioners from the count de Guel- 
dres. 

On the morrow, at a proper hour, Bertaldo 
fignified to the count's friends he was prepared 
with his anfwer. They were well pleafed on 
hearing this, and repaired to the hotel of Ber- 
taldo, where every thing difplayed his riches. 
He met them in the hall, and* after fome agree- 
able converfation, conducted them to an apart- 
ment fitted up in a manner becoming a king, 
where fome of his friends were affembled. 
' When the door was clofed, Bertaldo defired 
them to declare the caufe of their vifit to him, 
and he would give them his anfwer.' Upon this, 
the dean of Cologne, coufin to the count de 
Gueldres, and a valiant clerk, explained fo elo- 
quently the object of their embaffy, it was a 
pleafure to hear him. Of his fpeech I need not 
make any further mention, tor the fubject of it 
has been told, and it related fo\e\y to VJha *&- 
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vantages of this alliance, and fks conveuiency to 
both parties. 

Bertaldo, who, the preceding day, had formed 
his plan, anfwered as follows : ' My fair firs, I 
and my daughter fhall hold ourfelves much ho- 
noured by fo noble an alliance as the one you have 
propofed ; and when fuch jnatters are brought 
forward, the lefe delay afterward the better. I 
fay this, becaufe an alliance by marriage, be- 
tween fo powerful and renowned a lord as count 
Reginald de Gueldres, with Mary, my daugh- 
ter, pleafes me right well. You require that 
his eftate, which is now much entangled, by 
his debts to Lombards and others, fliould be 
cleared by this marriage, and every incum- 
brance done away. Thanks to God, I have 
the ability as well as inclination fo to do ; but I 
mull firft fee.the following fettlements fairly en- 
groffed and fealed, fo that, hereafter, no con- 
tention enfue between any of the parties : firft, 
my daughter's children (hall inherit the country 
of Gueldres, comprehended within its prefent 
limits ; and, if my lord Reginald fliould die , 
before her, without having any heirs from her 
body, (he (hall peaceably retain the poffeffion 
of that country during her life, and then it may 
revert to the next lawful heir. If it fliould hap- 
pon that my daughter have an heir or heirs by 
my much honoured prince, count Reginald, 
mid flu* die before him, the count de Gueldres 
Jhull not, on account of any fecondary marriage, 
diliiiherit, or otherwise deprive the heir or heirs 
of my daughter of the fucceffion of Gueldres, 

* content, however, that if it (hall be his good 
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pleafure ill fuch cafe to marry again, he may 
dower the lady with thofe acquired lands on the 
other frfe of the Meufe # bordering on the bi- 
fhoprick of Liege and duchy of Brabant, but 
without charging any part of the country of 
Gueldres. When the relations and friends of 
the honourable prince, count Reginald, and all 
thofe who may, from their family-connections, 
have any claims on the duchy of Gueldres, and 
the chief towns, (hall have figned and fealed 
Settlements drawn up in the manner I have men- 
tioned, I give my con fen t to the marriage. 
You may now, therefore, make any reply you 
have been charged with.' 

The Icnights from Gueldres, after fome fhort 
converfation together, faid ; 4 Sir, we have well 
heard your terms; but, not being commiflioned 
to lay any thing in confirmation, or otherwife, 
on the fubject, we muft be filent. We ^will re- 
turn to our lord, and relate punctually to him 
and his council what you offer, and very shortly 
you shall have from him his anfwer.' 

c God grant it may be favourable,' replied 
Bertaldo ; c for I wish it/ On this they all left 
the apartment and went away. As you have 
heard every thing that paffed on this fubject, I 
shall not dilate on it more. 

When the commissioners were returned home, 
matters feemed likely to be foon brought to a 
conclufion ; for the count thought, in his pre- 
sent fituation, he could nqt do better than marry 
the daughtet of Bertaldo, who was powerfully 
rich. For greater fecurity, all the ietllements 
were drawn up, and engrafted kk feV& Y«wSfc\ 
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when they were finished, the count ftgned and 
fealed them, as did all his relations whofe names 
were mentioned therein, and the nobility and 
magiftrates of the principal towns. 

Bertaldo being now fatisfied, the marriage was 
confummated, the debts of the count were paid, 
and all his lands freed from every incumbrance. 
Thus was the count de Gueldres made rich : he 
took a new hotel, and formed a different eftab- 
lishment. If, formerly, he had been thought 
to keep a magnificent one, this was much fu- 
perior; for he had now wherewithal to fupport 
it, as he never wanted for any money Bertaldo 
could give him. The count behaved right ho- 
nourably to his lady, who was very handfome, 
good, prudent and devout. At the end of four 
years, the lady died, leaving a daughter of the 
name of Ifabella. The count, being a young 
man when he became a widower, married again 
very nobly 5 for king Edward of England, father 
of that king Edward who befieged Tournay and 
conquered Calais, gave him his daughter Ifa- 
bella.* By this lady he had three children, twQ 
fons and a daughter, fir Reginald, fir Edward and 
Joan, who was afterwards duchefs of Gueldres. 

When king Edward III., who was uncle to 
thefe children of Gueldres, came firft into Ger- 
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* There feems fome miitake here, but I cannot make it 
put, nor find in any of the genealogical accounts of the count* 
v of Gueldres, notice of this marriage with the daughter of 
the merchant Bertaldo of Mechlin. 

' Reginald II., the 9th count of Gueldres, married, in 
1343, Sophia, countess of Mecheln, and 1353, Eleanora of 
England,' *~4*d€r son's Royal Genealogies, 

many 
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many to visit the emperor, and had been ap- 
pointed by him vicar-general of the empire, as 
is contained in the firft volume of this hiftory, 
the county of Gueldres was made a duchy, atui 
the marquifate of Juliers a county, to elevate 
thofe families in dignity. But to come nearer 
to our times, and connect this with our hiftory, 
it happened that, after the deceafe of this count 
.Reginald we have been fpeaking of, his fon, 
itlfo called Reginald, nephew to the king of 
England, died without heirs. - Sir Edward of " 
Gueldres fucceeded to both : he was- married to 
the eldeft daughter of duke Albert of Hainault; 
but flie was fo young, that fir Edward never 
carnally knew her, and he died alfo without 
heirs; for, like a valiant knight, he was flain in 
battle, in a war againlt duke Winceflaus of 
Brabant, before Juliers. 

Sir Edward's fifter-german was married to 
count William of Juliers, and her brother dying 
without iffue, (he claimed Gueldres as her in- 
heritance, and brought forward her preten- 
iions. Her elder filler, by the firft marriage, 
made a fimilar claim, and faid, fince no male 
heirs remained from the fecond marriage, the 
duchy became her right, according to the fet- 
tlements that had been made and figned. As" 
thi^ difpute ran high between the two fitters, 
the elder was advifed to unite herfejf, by mar-- 
riage, with fome perfon well allied, that would 
defend her rights. 

She followed this advice, and defired the 
archbifhop of Cplpgne, at tjiat time with the 
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lord John de Blois, whofe brother, count Lewis, 
was (till alive, to open the matter to him, and, 
if he were agreeable, (he would make him duke 
qf Guekhres; for, by the death of her two 
brothers, without male iffue, the duchy had 
become her inheritance, ahd none other had 
any legal claim to it. The lord John de Blois, 
who had been brought up in Holland and Zea- 
land, having fair inheritances there, and fpeak- 
ing the language, willingly liftened to the pro- 
• pofal; for he would never marry in France, 
thinking he (hould acquire a large tract of 
country in the parts he liked beft. The knights 
of his council, in Holland, advifed him to ac- 
cept of the lady. He consented to thig; but, 
before he made it public, he rode to Hainault, 
to confult his coufin, duke Albert, and hear 
what he would fay to it. 

Duke Albert, in truth, knew not what ad- 
vice to give him, or, if he did, he kept it to 
himfelf, and delayed fo long, before he could 
make up his mind, that lord John de Blois was 
tired of waiting, and, mounting his horfe, rode 
to Gueldres, married the lady I have mentioned, 
and took pofleffion of the duchy. He was not, 
however, acknowledged duke by the whole 
country, nor were her claims univerfally al- 
lowed; the majority of knights, fquires and 
chief towtis, inclined more to the lady of 
Juliers, who, having a handfome family of 
children, had gained their hearts. 

Tlie lord John, therefore, had with his wife 
a war, which coft him much. By the death of 

his 
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hi« brother, count Lewis, he became count of 
Blois, lord of Avefnes in Hainault y and the rich 
inheritances of Holland and Zealand fell like- 
wife to hinii Notwithftanding this, his council 
advifed him to purfue the claim df his lady on 
Gueldreland. He did fo, to the utmoft of his 
power; but Germans are a covetous people, and 
they only continued the \fcar as long as they 
were duly paid. The difpute coft lord John 
very large fums, and was never of any fervice 
to him. ThiS^allant count, lord John de Blois, 
died in the caftle of the good town of Schoon- 
hoven, in the month of June, of the year of 
grace 1381, and was carried to the church of 
the Cordeliers at Valenciennes, and buried be- 
fide His grandfather, fir John of Hainault*. 

The lord<juyde Blois fucceeded his brothers 
in all their poffefiions in France, Picardy, 
Hainault, Holland and Zealand,- as well as in . 
the country of Blois. I know not how many 
years the lady of lord John furvived him, but, 
on her deceafe,,her filler the countefs of Juliers, 
remained peaceable poffeflbr of the duchy of 
Gueldres. It was, however, fettled, at the re- 
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queft of the nobility and inhabitants of the 
duchy, that lord William de Juliers, eldeft fon 
of the count of Juliers, fhould be duke of Guel- 
dres ; for it had reverted to him in direct fuccef- 

* The lords Lewi?, John and Guy, were fons of the count 
Guy de Blois, brother to Charles de Blois, duke of Brittany, 
by a daughter of fir John of Hainault, who conducted queen 
Ifabella of France to England, with her fon Edward III.—* 
Annotation X. — Denys Sauvage. 
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lion from his uncles, and, on 'this account, 
duke Albert and his duchefc had given him their 
daughter in marriage, who had been betrothed 
to duke Edward, as before mentioned. 

Thus was this lady ftill duchefs of Gueldres, 
and this laft marriage was the more fuitable, for 
they were both nearly of the fame age. .The 
duke refided conftantly in his own country ; but 
the more he increafed in age the greater was his 
love for tilts, tournaments and fuch amufe- 
ments, and he was more attached to the Englifli 
than to the French, which he (hewed as long as 
he lived. He had always rankling in his bread 
a fimilar hatred to what had fubfifted between * 
his anceftors, and the dukes of Brabant, and 
was ever feeking for occafion of quarrel with 
them for two reafons : one, becaufe he was the 
ally of king Richard II. 5 the othef, becaufe 
Winceflaus of Bohemia, duke of Luxembourg, 
had purchafed from the count de Mours, a great 
baron in Germany, thofe three caftles I have 
before mentioned, but will now mention again, 
to make; the matter clearer, Gambet, Buet and 
Mille, they are fituated beyond the Meufe, on 
the territory of Fauquemont. The dukes of 
Gueldres had in former times been lords of thefe 
caftles, and the prefent duke was much vexed 
that he could not add them to his inheritance, 
but as long as duke Winceflaus lived he kept all 
this to himfelf. 
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CHAP. X. 

FROISSART RETURNS TO THE QUARREL BETWEEN 
THE HOUSES OF BRABANT AND GUELDRES, 
WHICH HE HAD LEFT UN FINISHED IN THE PRE- 
CEDING dHAPTER, AND CONTINUES THE HIS- 
TORY OF THE DUKES OF GUELDRES TO DUKE 
WILLIAM, WHO SENDS HIS CHALLENGE TO 
CHARLES VI. KING OF FRANCE. 

TTVUKE Reginald of Gueldres, coufin-german _ 
*^ to the prince of Wales, had mortgaged the 
three above-mentioned caftles for a fum of florins 
to a great baron of Germany, called the count 
de Mours. He kept poffeflion of them for a, time ; 
but, when no intention was (hewn of paying back 
the money he had lent on their fecurity, he grew 
melancholy and fent legal fummons for payment 
to duke Reginald. But he made light of this, as 
he had not any money to acquit himfelfof the debt, 
which frequently happens to many great lords 
when they are called upon for payment. When 
the count de Mours perceived this, he made ad- 
vances to the duke of Brabant, and offered him 
thefe caftles for the money for which they were 
mortgaged. The duke eagerly accepted the pro- 
; pofal, for they were on the confines of the territory 
of Fauquemont, o£ which he was lord. The duke 

wa 
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was defirous to increafe his inheritance* for he 
thought furely to furvive his prefent duchefs, 
the lady Johanna.* 

He took poffeflion of thefc caftles, and placed 
in them, as governor, the lord de Kale. When, 
upon the death of duke Reginald, the lord Ed- 
ward fucceeded to the duchy of Gueldres, he sent 
ambafladors to the duke of Brabant, to requeft he 
might have his caftles for the money he had paid 
for them. The duke, not having pur chafed them 
for this end, returned a pofitive refufal. The duke 
of Gueldres was highly indignant at this anfwer, 
and in confequence was hard on his fifter-in-law, 
the widow of the lord Reginald and younger filter x 
to the duchefs of Brabant, by preventing her from 
receiving her dower. The lady went to Brabant, 
and laid her complaints of the vexations the duke 
of Gueldres was occafioning her, before the duke 
and duchefs. On account of the long-fubfifting 
hatred between the Brabanters and thofe of Guel- 
dres, for the feizure of Grave, the firft were well 
inclined to aid the lady by force of arms. A large 
body of men at arms were indeed once collected 
in Brabant, and advanced to Bois le Due, to the 
amount of twelve hundred fpears. The duke of 

■ 
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* Winceflaus was the fecond hufband of Johanna, heirefs of 
Brabant and Limbourg. She was married to him 1355. After 
the death of Winceflaus, the 8th December 1394, and his fon, 
fhe conftituted Anthony, fecond fon of the duke of Burgundy, 
her heir 1404. Her firft liuiband, William count of Holland, 
died 1345 without iflue.— Johanna died 1406.— Anderson's 
KG. 

Gueldres 
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Gueldres had likewife aflembled his forces, and it 
was generally thought a battle would have been 
the qonfequence -, but duke Albert, the count de 
Mours, and the count of Juliers this time inter- 
fered, and they ifeparated without coming to 
blows. 

This fame year duke Winceslaus was victorious 
oyer fome free companies, who had overrun and 
defpoiled his lands in Luxembourg: hebanifhed 
many, and put to death their leader, called the 
little Mefclin, in the tower of the caftle of Luxem- 
bourg. In this year alfo, the lord Charles of Bo- 
hemia, emperor of Germany, appointed the duke 
of Brabant chief of an inftitution called in Germany 
Languefride, which fignifies an affociation for the 
repairs and fecurity of the public roads, fo that all 
perfons may travel from one part to another with- 
out danger. The Emperor gave him alfo great 
f>offeffions in Alface on both fides of the Rhine, 
that he might guard the country againft the Lin- 
fars, who are a moft wicked people, robbing ali 
without mercy. He gave him likewife the fove- 
reignty of the large city of Strafburgh, and, to add 
to his dignity, created him a prince of the hQly 
Roman empire. He certainly could not give him 
too much, for this duke Winceilaus was generous, 
amiable, courteous to all, and gallant in arms. 
Great things might have been expected from him, 
had he been granted longer life, but he died in the 
flower of his age ; on account of which I, the au- 
thor of this hiftory, greatly grieve, and wifh he had 
enjoyed a courfe of eighty years or more, for he 
would hare done much good to mankind. The 
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fchifm in the church afflicted him greatly, as he 
often ex preffed himfelf to me, who lived with him 
on the moil intimate and friendly footing. And 
notwithftanding that I have feen and perfonaHy 
known upwards of two hundred powerful princear 
inmy various travels, I have never found any more 
courteous and amiable than this duke of Brabant* 
and my very good lord the count Guy de Blois, 
whq commanded me to indite this chronicle. Thefe 
were the two princes of my time, of the greateft 
liberality, humility and goodnefs, who lived magni- 
ficently on their revenues, without malice or any 
way oppreffing their fubjects by taxes, andiffuing 
any hurtful edicts through their territories. But I 
will now return to the principal fubject of tjri$ 
chapter. 

When the dukes of Juliers and Gueldres^ who 
were brothers by marriage, and whofe hearts were 
too much attached to the Englifh ; for they had 
long been the allies of the kings of England, and 
ftrongly united to each other, heard of the dignities 
conferred by the emperor on the duke of Brabant, 
they were much exafperated; not from any wifh 
to do good or correct the wicked, but that fuch 
honours fhould be conferred on their enemy: 
more particularly that he fhould have the appoint- 
ment of Languefride, and execute the office with 
feverity , for it aflected their lands. This inftitution 
had been firft formed for the fecurity of tht>fe mer- 
chants of Hainault, Brabant, France, Elandersand 
Liege, who travelled thence to Cologne, Treves, 
Lucca, Conftance, and other cities and fairs in 
Germany . Merchants could notenter thofe coun- 
tries, 
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tries, without risk, through the ftates of Juliers 
or Gueldres. 

It happened there were fome robberies com- 
mitted on the highways by thefe Linfars, who 
had efcaped into the territory of the duke of 
Juliers ; and it was told me, that the duke had 
even lent them horfes and the ufe of his catties. 
Heavy complaints were made of this to duke 
Winceilaus, who at that time was refident in 
Bruflels, and that the Languefride was held in 
contempt; that the perfons who had violated it 
were retired into the duchy of Juliers, where 
they lived unmolefted. 

The duke of Brabant, at that time young and 
chivalrous, high in birth and rich in fortune, 
was greatly piqued at this conduct, and hurt by 
the complaints of thofe who had been robbed ; 
he declared he would fpeedily provide a remedy, 
and, being nominated chief of the Languefride, 
would not that any blame mould fall on him for 
negligence in the due fupport of it. 

To be affured of the fact, and through the 
advice of his friends, he feat to the duke of 
Juliers fome of the firft men in his country, fuch, 
as the lord d'Urquon, the lord Bourgueval, fir 
Scelar archdeacon of Hainault, GeorTry de la 
'four grand routier of Brabant, aud feveral 
more, to remonftrate with him in an amicable 
manner on the impropriety of his conduct, and 
that proper excufes muft be made for the ofl'ence, 
as it affected too ftrongly the duke of Brahant 
as chief of the Languefride. 

The duke of Juliers paid but little attention 
to their remonstrances, for he Ceemed tat\\ev \o 

Vol. IX, - F \rc«sfeY 
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prefer, war to peace, which difpleafed fo much 
the envoys from the duke of Brabant, that they 
took leave of him, and returned to relate all that 
had paHed. The duke of Brabant, having heard 
them, asked their advice how to act. 'Sir, 9 
they replied, € you know it full well yourfelf : 
fpeak your will.' c Well then,' faid the duke, 
c it is not my intention to let this matter fleep, 
nor fhall it be faid, through cowardice or weak- 
ness of heart, I have fuffered any robberies to 
be committed within my jurifdiction with im- 
punity, as I will make my coufin, the duke of 
Juliers, and his adherents very foon feel, and 
that the bufinefs is perfonal to me.' The duke 
was not idle, but inftantly fet clerks to work ih 
writing letters to all from whom he expected 
any affiftance : fome he entreated, others he 
commanded, and gave fufficient jtiotice to the 
duke of Juliers and his allies of his intentions. 

Each of thefe lords provided themfelves as 
ably as they could: but the duke of Juliers 
would have made an. indifferent figure without 
his brother-in-law the duke of Gueldres, wlio 
•greatly reinforced him with men at arms and 
friends. Thefe two lords collected men fe- 
cretly from Germany ; and as the Germans are 
avaricious, and had not for fome time had any 
opportunity of. gain, they accepted their pay, 
and came in greater numbers as they were ig- 
norant they were to be employed againft the 
duke of Brabant, 

The duke of Brabant left Bruflels in grand 
array #nd went to Louvain, thence to Maes- 
tricht, where he found upwards of One thoufand 
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their march 
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good fpears waiting for him: other forces were 
coming to his aid from France, Flanders, Haln- 
ault, Namur, Lorraine, Bar and different parts, 
fo that his army amounted to full two thoufand 
five hundred dances. Four 
under the lord of Geant, we 
t<J join him from Burgundy; but they arrived 
too late, from not knowing when an engage- 
ment would take place, and were much vexed 
when they heard it was over without their being 
preterit. 

While the duke of Brabant remained at Maes- 
tricht, he could not obtain any intelligence of 
his enemies : he therefore determined to ad- 
vance and enter their lands, which he did on a 
Wednefday, and there encamped. lie halted 
that day and the next, and learnt from his 
fcouts that the enemy had taken the field. He 
commanded the army to advance into the ter- 
ritory of Juliers and burn it. This Thurfday 
he halted at an early hour. The van was com- 
manded by Guy de Ligiiy, count de St. Paul, 
and the lord Waleran his fon, who though very 
young, being no more than fixteen years old, 
was then made a knight. 

The Brabanters encamped very clofe toge- 
ther, and, as it appeared, the Germans were 
better informed of their (late than the Brabant- 
ers were. concerning themj for, on the Friday 
morning, as the duke had heard mafs, and all 
were on the plain, not thinking a battle would 
foon take place, the dukes of Juliers and Guel- 
dres made their appearance, with a lav&e. a\A 
well mounted body of men at arms. TlYig <1\&s 
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of Brabant was told : c Jjfir, hare arc your ene- 
mies : put on ypur helmets quickly, „ in th? 
name of God and St George,' He was well 
pleafed on bearing this; and that day he had 
near his perfon four fquires, well informed* and 
of courage to fave fuch a prince* having been 
engaged in many deeds of arms and pitched 
battles: their names were Johp de VaJcou, 
Baldwin de Beaufort, Gerard de Bles and Or* 
lando de, Cologne. 

The men of Bruffels furrounded the duke : 
fome were mounted with their fervants behind 
them, who carried flaggons of wine, and fal- 
mon, trout and eel pies, npatly packed in 
handfome towels attached to their faddles. 
Thefe people, with, their horfes, /filled up the 
place fo much, that no proper orders could be 
given. At length, Gerard de Bles faid to. the 
duke, — * Sir, order all thefe horfe away that 
furround us : they are greatly in our way, and 
prevent us from knowing what is become of the 
van and rear divifion, under your marfhal fir 
Robert de Namur.' ( I confent/ replied the 
duke, and gave his orders. Upon this, Gerard 
and his companions, fword in hand, began to 
lay about them, on helmets and ho^fes, fo that the 
place was inftantly cleared ; for no one would 
willingly have his horfe wounded or killed. 

To make an end of the bufinefs : the dukes 
of Juliers and Gueldres advanced full gallop on 
the van, under the command of the count de 
St. Paul and his fon, which they broke and de* 
feated, and many were flain and mad© prifon* 
ers. This divifion made the greateft refiftance, 
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and the count de St. Paul and his fon were 
among the dead. Fortune was unkind to the 
duke of Brabant and his allies; fur this hat tic 
was fo fevere, few men of honour efcaped death 
or captivity. 

The dnke of Brabant, fir Robert de Namar, 
fir Lewis, his brother, fir William de Na'mnr. fon 
to the count de Namur, were made prifoners,and 
fucli numbers of others, that their enemies were 
fully occupied when they furren tiered to them. 
There were many (lain on the fide of the duke of 
Juliers: but you know it is a general obferva- 
tion, a defeated army always furfers the moft. 

The Brubanters, however, had one fatisfactirm 
in their great loft, in the death of duke F.duard 
of Gueldres; for it was the opinion of all, that 
had he furvived, he wonld have overrun the 
country, and conquered the whole, as well as 
Bruflcls, without meeting any oppofition; for 
he was a moft outrageoufly bold knight, and de- 
tefted the Brabanters, on account of the three 
caftles they held from him. 

The duke of Juliers gained this victory on a 
Friday of Auguft, the eve of St. Bartholomew's 
ikiv, in the year of our Lord 1371. 

The duehefs of Brabant, in her diftrefs, had 
recourfe to king Charles V. of France, who 
was nephew to the duke. The fcrng 1 adfvifbd 
her to apply in perfon to the emperor of Ger- 
many, as being brother to the duke of Brabant, 
and becaufe he had fu{lbred in the f'upport of 
the emperor's rights. The ladv did ib, and 
went to Conitance, where file fo\mc\ V\ie evsv^C- 
ror, to whom (he made her coTOp\B&ft%. *^Vte 
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emperor heard her wigfa. attention, and was 
bound by feveral reafons, to grant her relief 
and comfort ; - firft, becaufe the . duke was his 
brother, and becaufe he had appointed him his 
vicar of the empire, and chief of the Langue- 
fride. He confoled theduchefs, and told her, 
that before the enfuing fummer were paffed; he 
would provide an ample remedy for whqt-had 
happened. 

Theduchefs returned to Brabant greatly com- 
forted. The emperor,, lord Charles of Bohe- 
mia, was not inactive ; for, as foon as the win- 
ter was paffed, he went to the nobta city of 
Cologne, where he, made fuch vail provifion of 
ftores, as if he were about to march to the con- 
queft of a kingdom. He wrote to all counts 
and dukes who held lauds under him, to meet 
him the third day of June, at Aix la Chapelle, 
each accompanied by fifty horfe, { under pain of 
forfeiture oi his lands for difobedience. He par- 
ticularly fummoned duke Albert, earl of -Hain-- 
ault, to Aix with fifty horfe, who obeyed. 

When all the lords who had been fvtmmoned 
were arrived at Aix la Chapelle, the place was 
much crowded, and the emperor then declared 
Jie would inftantly enter the duchy of Juliers to 
deftroy it, oq account of the great outrage that 
had been offered him, by the duke of Juliers 
taking up arms againft his viqar and brother ; 
for fuch had been the fentenqe adjudged in the 
courts of the empire. 

The archbifhop of Treves^ the archl>i#iop of 

Cologn^th,e bifliop of Mentz, the bifhop of 

ftege* duke Albert of Havana, the duke of Aufc 
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tria, his brother, and many great barons of Ger- 
many, relations of the duke of Juliers, having 
eonfulted together, thought that to deftroy the 
whole of the territories of fo valiant a knight 
was a pimilhment too fevere. They therefore 
proposed that the duke of Juliers (hould be fum- 
moned, and brought to acknowledge his error. 
This being agreed to, all parties laboured to 
bring about a reconciliation; 

Duke Albert and his brother went to JtitieVs, 
where they found the duke fo much difmayedat 
this large armament of the emperor, that he 
knew not how to act, nor what council to fol 
low, for he had heard it was intended againfl him, 
tmlefs his friends exerted themfelves to avert it. 
The duke of Juliers was much rejoiced and 
comforted, by the arrival of two fuch lords as 
duke Albert of Bavaria and the duke of Auftria, 
his brother, befide being his relations; for he 
knew they would not allow him to fuller any 
difgrace, but would give him the bell adrice for 
his conduct. They counfelled him as follows: 
to fend fome of his principal knights for his coufin 
thc duke of Brabant, whom he had detained a 
prifoner at large in the town and caftle of Jude- 
<]ue*. When he was brought to tiiem, thefe 
lords paid him every refpect that was his due. 
They then all left Juliers together, and rode to 
Aix, where they difmeunted at the hfitels which 
had been prepared for them. 

Duke Albert, his brother, and ihe before-men- 
tioned prelates, who had been mediators in this 
bulinefs, went to the emperor and U\s woxws\, 

• Judeque. Q. if not GuUcV, J\&M». 
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and told them* that the duke of Juliers was, of 
his own free will, come to wait on him^ and wa* 
willing to put himfelf, without refer vati on i in 
his power, as he acknowledged him for his fovte- 
reign and liege lord. Thtfe humble words greatly 
foftened the anger of the emperor/ and he re~ 
plied, c Let the duke of Juliers come hither/ 

When the duke of Juliers was in the prefence 
of the emperor, he caft himfelf on his knees, and 
faidj^rrf Moft redoubted and fovereign lord* I 
underfiand you are much difpleafed.with me for 
having detained fo long in prifon your brother 
of Brabant, I am willing to refer the whole 
matter to your noble felf> and will conform \Q 
whatever may be your judgment and that of 
your council/ 

The emperor made Ho anfwer to. this fp&ch j 
but his fon, the king of Bohemia^ replied/-- 
* Duke of Juliers, you have behaved vtery out*, 
rageoufly, ia keeping fo long our uncle of Bra* 
bant prifoner; and had it not been for your wfellr 
beloved coufins, the dukes of B&varia and Aufc 
tria, who have fo warmly interceded for you, 
this matter would have turned out vary difagree- 
ably to you, and you would have well deferved 
that it fhould do fo. Continue your harangue* 
and manage that we be fatisfied with you, and 
that we have never again any cattfe to complain 
of your conduct ; for another time it Will coft 
you very dear/ 

The duke of Juliers was ftill on his kn6e* be- 
fore the emperor, feated on his imperial Ihrooe, 
and thttfrifkoke i ( My very redoubted arid ftrdw 
reign tord, J acknowledge that i Iracvtr bwn 

guilty 
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guilty of contempt to your imperial dignity, by 
railing an army, and engaging with it my coufin, 
your brother, the vicar of the holy empire. If 
the fortune of war gave me the day, and your 
brother was taken prifoner, I now retlorehiin to 
you free of all ranfom ; and, if you pleafe, there 
iliall never again be any ill will or revenge 
thought on between us.' 

The prelates and princes, Handing round, faid, 
— ' Moft renowned lord, accept the excufes and 
offers which your eoufin the duke of Juliers, 
makes you, and let them fatisfy you.' * We are 
willing to do fo,' faid the emperor; and, as it 
was told me, in further continuation, he took 
the dukeof Juliersby the baud, as he rofe, and 
killed him on the mouth. The king of Bohe- 
mia and dlike of Brabant did the fame. 

Thus was Wince thms of Bohemia, duke of 
Luxembourg and Brabant, delivered from prifon, 
by the power of the ernperbr, without ranfom, 
a« were all that had been made prifoadirs by the 
duke of J niters, and who had not paid their 
ranfoms, by the treaties that were drawn np in 
conlcquence of this reconciliation. 

When this matter had been concluded, the 
aitemlily broke up, and all returned tt> their 
homes, The emperor went to Prague, the 
duke of Brabant to Bruffcls, Whew the duke 
of Brabant was there ftrrived, he impoled s 
very heavy tax on the country, to make rettitu- 
turn to the khights and fquires for forme part ol 
the loifes tliey had fullered. 
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CHAP. XI. 



A CONTINUATION OF THE HISTORY OF THE 
QUARREL BETWEEN BRABANT AND GUElJHtES. 
— ON THE DEATH OF DUKE WINC6SLAUS, THE 
YOUNG WILLIAM OF JULIERS, D^KE OF GUEL- 
DRES, ENDEAVOURS BY EVERY fclEANS TO REt 
GAIN THE THREE CASTLES. — HE ALLIES HIM- 
SELF TO THE KING OF ENGLAND, BECAUSE 
FRANCE SUPPORTS THE RIGHTS OF THE 

' WltifoW-DUCHESS OF BRABANT. 

J HAVE taken .much pains to detail all the 
particulars of this matters in my hiftory, to 
briny it to the point 1 aim at,» which is to ex- 
plain why: king Charles of France led a pow- 
erful artny into Germany. I might indeed have 
pafled it more briefly over, if I had chofen ; 
but the dates of all thefe circumftances ought 
to he inferted in this hiftory. In truth, I have 
my t dwci ; manner ■ of relating things, which, 
though pleafing to me, is indifferent enough. 
When I learnt that, the kings of France and 
England were about to interfere in this bufi- 
nefe, liexerted myfelf to examine more deeply 
into thefubject than I had hitherto done, and 
fhali continue it as follows. 

.On the return of duke Winceflaus to Bra- 
bant, freed; from all dangers of prifon, as you 
have heard, he wasdefirous of vifiting his ftates 
and caftles, as well in the duchy of Luxembourg 
as elfewhere. He took therefore his road to- 
wards -AJiace and the city of Strafburgh, 



through the territory of Fauquemont. He vi- 
fited thofe three calties which had carried the 
hatred of the duke of Gueldres, and foLind them 
ftiong, handfome and well fituated. If lie liked 
them before, he was now ftill more pleafed with 
them, and ordered the tenants around to aflift 
in ftrengthening their fortifications. He em- 
ployed mafons, carpenters and ditchers to repair 
and ornament them ; and, hefore his departure, 
he appointed a prudent and valiant knight, 
called fir John Grofiet, as governor in chief, 
with orders to guard and defend them at his 
peril. The duke continued his journey through 
his ftates, flopping at various places, according 
to his pleafure, and then returned to Brabant, 
which was his fixed-place of refidence. 

Sir John de Blois had at this period manii d 
the duchefs-do wager of Gneldres, to whom that 
duchy had fallen hy the death of lord Edward, 
fiain, as you have heard, at the battle of Jti- 
liers: but the duchefs of Juliers oppofed her 
claim on Gueldres, and was fupported by the 
majority of the nobility and principal towns ; 
for (he was more popular with them than her 
eldeft lifter hecaufe ilie had a fine fon, of an agr 
to defend them in war, and neither her filler 
nor her hufband, fir John de Blois, had ever 
peaceable poflelhon of the duchy. Thewar to 
i'upport the claim of the duchefs, in which he 
was forced to engage, coli him upwards of one 
hundred thouliind francs; and after all William 
de Juliers, fon to the duke of Juliers, (who had 
eariy fliewu in his vouth that chivalry and love 



76 

of arms liad defceuded to him by blood on both 
fides) remained duke of Gueldres. 

An union was concluded between him and the' 
eldeft daughter of duke Albert, who was mar- 
ried to the lord Edward of Gueldres, but the 
marriage , on account of her extreme youth/ 
had never been confummated. By this union 
with lord William, fhe remained duchefs of 
Gueldres* 

Time and feafons pafs and change ; and thisr 
young duke increafed in honour, ftretigth and 
underftanding, with a great defire for deeds of 
arms, and a ftrong inclination to add to hifc 
ftates. His heart was more Ertglifh than 
French, and he had declared in his younger 
years that he would always aid the kings of 
England in their wars ; for, being more nearly 
connected ■ by blood with them than with the 
kings of France , he bore them greater affec- 
tion. 

When his council gave him to underftand that 
the Brabanters did him rtroch injury by the de- 
tention of the three cafUes which the duke tod 
duchefs held from him* he tfeplied, * Be it fos 
wait awhile: every thing hafe its turn. Is it 
not yet time for me to exeft myfelf* for our 
coufin of Brabant has too many powerful friends ; 
but a time may come, when I will ixntfe myfelf 
in earneft.' 

Things remained in this ftate, until God was 
pleafed to call to him duke Winoeflaus, who 
died duke of Brabant and Luxembourg, as has 
bee* already rdatfed in this hiftory. Tike <lu- 
/•> chefs 
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chefs and the dates fuftered a great lofs by the 
death of this gallant duke. 

The young duke of Gueldres, who was now 
of an age to maintain his pretenfions by arms 
agamft his enemies, began to take mfeafuresfor 
the regaining thefe three cafiles, which had 
created foch hatred between Brabant and bis 
uncle, the lord Edward of Guelclres. He fent 
perfons properly- avithorifed to treat with the du- 
' chefs of Brabant for the furrender of the cafiles 
on payment of the fum they had been mort- 
gaged for: but the lady replied, that as they 
.were now legally in her poffeflion, flie would 
• keep them for herfelf and her hfeir, as her law- 
ful inheritance -> and that if the duke were in 
earneft in his profeffions of friendfhip to Bra- 
bant, he would prove it, by yielding up the 
town of Grave, which he unjuftly detained. 

The duke of Gueldres on hearing this anfwer, 
which was not very agreeable to him, was much 
piqued, but did not the lefs adhere to his plans. 
He now attempted to gain over to his intereft 
the governor of thofe cafiles, fir John Groffet, 
by purchafe or otherwise. The knight was 
prudent and fteady: he told thofe who had been 
fent fecretly to treat with him, never again ta 
mention the fubject, for, were he to die for it, 
he would never act dilhonourably, nor be guilty 
of trealbn to his lawful fovereign. 

When the duke found he had not any hopes 
of fucceeding with the governor, he (as I was 
informed) addreffed himfelf to fir Reginald 
d'E&onvenqrt, and excited fuch a hatred be- 
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tween him and fir John Groffet, for a yery tri- 
fling caufe, that the knight was (hortly after 
murdered in the plains, either by fir Reginald, 
or by his people, or through an ambufc&de, to 
the great vexation of the duchefs of Brabant 
and that country. The three caftles were put 
tinder another governor by order of the duchefs 
and her council. - 

Affairs remained fome years in this ftate ; but 
their mutual hatred was privately kept up,' as 
well for thefe caftles as for the town of ,Grave. 
Thofe of Gueldres that bordered on Brabant 
did as much mifchief as they qould to their 
neighbours, more particularly tftfe inhabitants 
of Grave, which is but four leagues dill ant 
from Bois le Due, and a fine open country to 
ride over : they therefore harraffed greatly the 
Brabanters near that part. 

During the time thefe things were palling, the 
duke of Gueldres croffed the fea to England, to' 
vifit his coufin king Richard, and his other re- 
latives the dukes of Lancafter, York and Glo- 
cefter, who were then at hoftie, and the great 
barons of England. They made him good cheer, 
for they were defirous * to fee and make ac- 
quaintance with him, having before heard how 
much the duke was attached to England. In 
this journey, he entered into alliance with the 
king of England; and, * although he had not 
hitherto received any thing from the king to in- 
duce him to become his liege man, he now ac- 
cepted a penfion of one thoufand marcs on the 
king of England's treafury, which, according 

to 
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to the value of the coin was equal to four thou- 
sand francs ready money*. 

He was advifed to renew his claims on Bra- 
bant, and was promifed to be effectually a/lifted 
by England, that no lofs fliould accrue to him. 
- In return for which, he fwore to be for ever 
loyal in his fervices to England: all this he too 
readily entered into. When this treaty had been 
concluded, he took leave of the king and^his 
barons, and returned to Gueldres, when he told 
the duke of Juliers what he had done, and how 
he had ftrengthened himfelf by hig alliance with 
England. 

, The duke of Juliers, who, from age, had 
more experience than his fon, was not much re- 
joiced on heaping it, and faid,— c William, what* 
you have done "may be the caufe that both you 
and I fhall dearly pay for your vifit to England. 
Are you ignorant of the power of the duke of 
Burgundy, and that he has not his equal in this 
-refpect? He is the next heir to the duchy of 
Brabant, and how can you think of fucceeding 
in any oppofition to him, or of refifting fo po- •* 
tent a prince?' c How ! J replied the duke of 
Gueldres, ' the more rich and powerful he is, 
the better to make war on. I had rather have 
for my enemy a rich man, who has large pof- 
feffions, than a little baron from whom nothing 
can be gained : for one blow I receive, 1 wifh 
to give fix ; befides, the emperor of Germany is 



• See the Fcedera, an. 10. Ricardi II. where the treaty k 
at length. The penfion was for life; of one thoufand pounds 
fterling. 
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fo much connected with England, th$t I Riay 
look for afliftance from him (hould there be opr 
cafion.' 

' Py my faith, fair fon Wijliam> you are mad ; 
sind more of your fcheipes will fall to the groun4 
thai* will be accomplifhed.' 

J will explain why the (Juke of JnJiers thus 
checked his fori, and doubted of the fnccefs of 
his enterprifes. The late king pf France ex?- 
crted hijnjfelf much to gain friend? in differed 
parts: and, though he could pot prevail o$ 
many to join him in his wars, yet, by gifts an4 
other compliments, he kept them quiet, and 
by fuch means acquired feveral friends in the 
empire and elfewhere. When the emperor had 
forgiven the duke of Juliers' conduct to the duke 
of JBrabant, and the laft, by obtaining hjp liber- 
ty, was reconciled to the duke of Juliers, Jie, 
at the defire q{ the king of France, waited on 
him at Paris, where he was moft kindly re- 
ceived. The king gave to him and his knighfa* 
very rich prefents of jewels, to the great fatis- 
faction of the duke. In thi$ vifit the duke was 
prefented with Vierfon * and its lordfliips, which 
he held as a fief from the king, to whom he 
fwore he would never bear arms againft France. 
Vierfon was originally dependant on the counts 
de Blois, is fityated between Blois and JJewy, 
and mav be worth about five hundred francs 
a year. 

During the reign of CharlesV. he truly 4cept his 

* Yieifon,*-r-a city of Berry, on the Cher, dioqefe ' of 
Bourges, twenty-two leagues from Orleans. 
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oath, and, as long as this king lived, neither bore 
arms himfelf, nor entered into any treaty with 
the enemies of France, When Charles VI. be- 
gan his reign, he was fo much embroiled with 
the wars with Flanders and England, that he 
could not attend to every thing. The duke of 
Juliers, not being fummoned, did not renew his 
homage for Vierfon; and the duke of Berry, no- 
ticing this, feized the lands, which he faid were 
dependant on him, and thus deprived the counts 
of Blois of their rights. This, however, caufed 
no quarrel between the families, for I faw them 
frequently together, and, indeed, from their con- 
nection it was right they fhould be good friends ; 
for Lewis, fon of the duke of Berry, was married 
to the lady Mary, daughter of the count de 
Blois. 

The duke of Juliers had thoughts of claiming 
the lands of Vierfon, until he found his fon had 
fo haftily, and, as he thought, imprudently al- 
lied himfelf with England, which he imagined 
would never turn out to his advantage. He had 
therefore fpoken to him in the manner I have 
related] when the duke of Gueldres returned 
from England ; but he paid not any attention to 
it, and, as he was young and rafli, replied to his 
father, that he would not do otherwife than lie 
had faid ; and that he preferred war to peace, 
and war against the king of France to a conteft 
with a poorer perfon. 
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CHAP XIL 

THE DUCHESS OF BRABANT SENDS AMBASSADORS 
TO FRANCE FOE ASSISTANCE AGAINST THE 
DURE OF GUELDRES,— THEY ARRIVE AT 
THE SAME TIME THE DUKE'S. CHALLENGE IS 
BROUGHT, AND RECEIVE FAVOURABIE AN- 
SWERS. 

npHE duchess of Bmbant, who refided at Braf- 
'-*• fels, was well informed of every thing that 
Vas paffing, and that the duke of Gueldres me- 
naced the Brabanters with war. She was fear- 
ful that he would put his threats in execution, 
and laid,— - c Ah, may God graciously pardon my 
deceafed lord ; for, had he been alive, the duke 
of Gueldres would not have dared to ufe the ex- 
preffions I hear he has done ; but, becaufe I am 
a woman, and old, he wants, to attack and make 
war on me. 

The duchefs affembled her council on the oc- 
cafion; for (he knew: her opponent was of a 
hafty tempier, and that action would foon follow 
his. words. . At the time this council was. held, 
the duke of Gueldres had fent his defiance to 
the king of France, which had caufed great flan* 
der in all countries where it had been told; for 
the duke was but a petty prince in comparifon 
with others ; and the tenor of this challenge was, 
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as I heard, written in inch imperious and coarfc 
language as aftonifhed all who faw it. 

This challenge was fpoken of varioufly, ac- 
cording as the different perfons to whom it was 
told were attached. 

The council of the duchefs, in anfwer to her 
when fhe demanded their advice, faid, — ' In the 
name of God, lady, what you afk may befpeedily 
given. AVe advife, that you fend ambalfadors to 
the king of France and to the duke of Burgundy. 
You have a good opportunity ; for the duke of 
Gueldres has fent his defiance to the king of 
France and all his allies. Should he carry his 
threats into execution, and, as it is reported, 
make war on that kingdom, in conjunction with 
the English and Germans, he cannot gain a more 
convenient entrance into it, than through your 
duchy. It is right, therefore, the king and the 
duke of Burgundy be prepared, and that all 
your caflles on the frontiers be well fupplied 
with men at arms; for there is no enemy fo 
contemptible, but that he mould be feared. We 
do not mean to fay that again ft him alone, nor 
for what the Gueldrians may be able to do 
againft us, we mould feek for affillance or allies: 
oh, no; hut on account of the connections he 
may have formed with foreign countries, efpe- 
cially with the Englifli, in whole caufe he is 
now arming, and the Germans, who are avari- 
cious, and eager to make war on France for th£ 
wealth they hope to find there.' 

The duchefs replied, ' Your advice is good, 
and 1 will that attention be paid to it.' The 

G 9 ftUNON% 
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eftvoys to France were chofen from among the 
privy counfellors of Brabant, and were the lord 
de Bourgueval mafter'bf the houfehold, fir John 
Opem, a moft amiable knight, fir Nicholas d6 
la Monnoye and John de Grave, a clerk. When 
their credential letters were drawn out and feal- 
ed, they left-Bruffels and took the road to Paris. 
At this time, however, the king and the duke of 
Burgundy were set Rouen, whither the ambaffa- 
dors went. 

On their arrival at Rouen, they waited firfron 
the duke of Burgundy, w;ho entertained them 
handfoipely, as he knew them well, and (hewed 
him their credential letters. The duke having 
perufed them, at the proper hour led them to 
the king, who received them gracioufly, from 
his regard to their duchefs. 

The king, after reading their papers, fatd; 
'What you requeft, demands confidefration : 
Keep near oar fair uncle of Burgundy, and your 
bufinefs (hall be attended to, and concluded as 
fpeedily as may be.' This anfwer was fatisfac- 
tory to them, and, having taken leave of the 
king and the duke i>i Burgundy, they returned 
to their lodgings. 

The king of France, his uncles and the lords 
of his council, had, at this moment, fall em- 
ployment, ' and Were daily in' council refpecting 
different matters which required it. The chal- 
lenge of the duke of Gueldres was not very 
agreeable; and they knew not the intentions of 
the duke of Brittany, from his ftrange conduct 
in regard to >he coniiable of France. 'Thcfyhad 
*;--'•> * ■ like wife 
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likewife heard he was bufy in providing all hia 
towns and caftles with ftores and men at arms ; 
and that his correfpondence was now more fre- 
quent than ever with the king of England and 
his two uncles: for the duke of Lancafter was 
ffill in Gaiicia. The council of Fraiice had, 
therefore, enough todo, to weigh Well thefe mat-' 
ters; arid 'were fo much occupied on them, that 
the Brab&nters waited fqme time for th6ir an- 
fwer. 

At length the duke of Burgundy gave.it thejn 
as follows : f You will return to our fair aunt, 
and falute her many times in my name. Give 
her thefe letters from the king and froni me ; 
and tell her, that we confider her affairs as our 
own, and defire her not to be alarmed at *ny 
thing, for (he fligll havefpeedy aid; and tellher 
that the country of Brabant fhall not, in any 
way, be hurt or damaged.' This anfwer was 
very agreeable to the ambaffactors, who ihftantly 
returned to Paris, and thence to Bruflels, and 
?ave the duchefs a detailed account of what had 
paffed, and of the anfwer they had received,, fo 
tji^t fke was perfectly contented, 
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CHAP. XIII. 

CONCERNING THE RUMOURS OF THE SIGNS OF 
SANCTITY WHICH WERE MANIFESTED BY THE 
CARDINAL DE LUXEMBOURG AFTER HIS DEATH. 
— THE EXTRAORDINARY END OF THE KING 
OF NAVARRE. 

... ' 

ABOUT this period, there were many ru- 
mours, that the body of Saint Peter de 
Luxembourg, who had been a cardinal, Ihewed 
miraculous powers in the city of Avignon. This 
holy cardinal was the fon of the lord Guy de 
Saint Paul, flain at the battle of Juliers. I mufl 

i . .-.■.■ 

fay, that the cardinal led a moll holy and devout 
life, doing works agreeable to God ; for he was 
courteous, modeft, chafte, and a great almfgiver. 
He kept from his church-prefermente merely fuf- 
ficient for his maintenance, and gave all the reft 
to the poor. He was the greater part of the 
day and night in prayer, and flmnned all world- 
ly vanities. His life was to devout that it pleafed 
God to call him in his youth; and, inftantly 
after his death, his body, which he had ordered 
to be buried in the common fepulchre with the 
poor, performed miracles, for his whole life was 
full of humility, but it was interred in the chapel 
of St. Michael. 

When the pope and cardinals perceived that 
miracles increafed from this holy body, they 
fent an account of them to the king of France y 

and 
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and to the elder brother of the faint, count Wale- 
ran de St. Paul, inviting him to come to Avig- 
non. The count could not refufe, and, when 
he went thither, prefented thofe fine filver lamps 
which are now before his altar. It was wonder- 
ful the great faith that was in this faint, and the 
numbers who came thither when I was at Avig- 
non; for by that city I returned from Foix, to 
witnefs this. His miracles and votaries daily 
multiplied, and it was faid he would be canoniz- 
ed ; but I never heard more about it. 

Since I have related the death of this holy 
cardinal, I will mention that of a different per- 
fon, for I have not yet fpoken of the death of a 
Jring who has fupplied ample materials for many 
parts of this hiitory. His actions, however, 
were the reverfe from thofe of the preceding per- 
fonage, for by them the realm of Fiance was 
nearly deftroyed. You will readily guefe I mean 
the king of Navarre. It is a truth well known, 
that nothing is more certain than death. I re- 
peat it becaufe the king of Navarre, when he 
died, did not think his end fo near. Had he fup- 
pofed it, he probably would have .taken more 
care of himfelf. Hercfided in the cityofPam- 
pelnna, and took it into his head that he would 
raife two hundred thoufand florins by a tax on 
his country. His council dared not contradict 
him, for be was a cruel man to all who did fo. 

The principal inhabitants of the great towns 
were fummoned, and, fearful of difobeying, they 
came. "When all were affijmbled in the palace, 
the king himfelf, who was a fubtle and eloquent 
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man, explained to them' the reafons why he 
wanted money; and that two hundred thoufand 
florins muft be raifed from the country, in fuch 
' wife that the rich fhould pay ten francs each, the 
middling ranks five, and the poor one franc* 
This demand much aftonifhed his audience; for 
the preceding year there had been a battle in 
Navarre, which had caufed a tax to be laid for 
one hundred thoufand florins ; he had, befide, in 
the fame year, married his daughter, the lady 
Jane, to the duke of Brittany, and there were 
large arrears of the tax for her dower yet un- 
paid, 

The king having demanded their anfwer, they 
requefted fome time to confult together: )ie al- 
lowed then) fifteen days, when they were all to 
jneet again in the fame place, that is tp fay, 
thofe who had come frpm the cities and towns; 
on which they departed. When news of this 
heavy jtax was known, the whole country was in 
.confternation. At the end of the fifteen days, 
they affembled again at Pampeluna, and the de- 
puties from the principal towns amounted to 
about fixty perfotis, The king wottfd hear their 
anfwer in perfon, and he ordered them. to make 
it in a large orchard, whieh was diftant from the 
palace, and inclofed with high walls, 

In giving their anfwer, they explained how 
impoffible it was for the country to pay this new 
tax from the poverty of the kingdom, and from 
the arrears of former taxes being ftill unpaid. 
They were unanimous in this declaration, and 
begged pi him, fpr God's fake, to have jjity pn 

item, 



them, for the country could not in truth bear 
any additional tax. 

When the king of Navarre found he had not 
any hopes of fuccefs, he was filent and difcon- 
tented : on leaving them, he faid, ' You have been 
badly advifed: confult together again:' and then 
went away, followed by his counfel. The depu- 
ties were (hut up in this orchard, with orders for 
no one to be fuffcred to go out of it, and very 
little meat or drink to be given them. They re- 
mained thus in great fear of their lives, and none 
dared open theirTips. It may be fuppofed he 
fucceeded at laft in his plan; for he beheaded 
three of the moil determined in their oppoiitiou, 
to frighten the others to his will. 

At this moment an extraordinary event hap- 
pened at Pampeluna, which feemed a judgment 
from God. I will relate it, as feveral perfons 
from Pampeluna told it rae at Foix, which is 
but three days journey off. 

It was reported, that the king of Navarre was 
fond of women, and had at this time a very hand- 
fome lady for his miilrefs, with whom he occa- 
fionally amufed himlelf, for he had been long a 
widower. Having palled a night with her, he 
returned to his own chamber, fliivering with 
cold, and faid to one of his valets, ' Prepare my 
bed, for I want to lie down and repofe myfelf a 
little.' When ready, he undrened himfelfand 
went to bed ; but he was no fooner laid down 
than be began to (hake, and could not get warm. 
He was of a great age, about fixty, and acenf- 
tomed to have his bed well warmed with heated 
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slir to make him fweat ; and this practice he had 

long continued without any vifible harm. He 

ordered his fervants to warm the bed as ufual ; 

but this time, either by the will of God or the 

devil, it turned out very unfortunate, for the 

flames fome how fet fire to the (beets, and it 

could not be extinguifhed before they were de- 

iftroyed, and the king, who' was wrapped up in 

them, horridly burnt as far as his navel. He did 

not inftantly die, but lingered on, in great paih 

and mifery , fifteen days ; for neither furgeon nbf 

phyfician could apply any remedies to prevent 

his death. Such was th& end of the king of Nat 

varrcf, which, however, freed his poor fubjects 

from the tax. he would have laid on them. His 

fon Charles was a young, handfome and gallant 

knight: he was acknowledged king of Navarre 

by all his fubjects, and, foon after the obfequies 

bf his father, was crowned in the city of Pam- 

peluna.* 

CHAP. 



» . 



* ' Charles king of. Navarre died in 13S7> aged 55 years. 
His death was worthy of his life. He was wrapped up in cloths 
that had been dipped in fpirit of wine and fulphur to re- 
animate the chilV in his limbs, caufed by bis debaucheries; 
and to cure his leprbfy. By fome accident, they caught fire, 
as they were fe wing them about him, aad burnt the flefh off 
bis bones. It is thus that almoft all the French biftorians re* 
late the death of Charles; but in tbe' letter of the bifhop pf 
Dax, his principal minifter, to queen Blanche, tbe fitter of this 
prince, and widow of Philip de Valois, there is not one word 
faid of this horrid accident, but only of tbe great pains he 
fuffered in his laft illness, a$d thp resignation* with which he 
bore them. Voltaire pretends that Charles was not worfe 

than 
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CHAP. xjv. 

• # . ■ J . • . a 

I 

THE DUKE OF BERRY BESIEGE^ VENTADOUR,* 

VOU have before read of the treaties the count 
cTArmagnac and the. dauphin of Auvergne 
attemptelpio make with the captains of the free 
companies who held caftles and forts in Au- 
V.ergne, the Cevaudan, arid Limoitfin, and were 
at war with their neighbours. Many of them 
were inclined to accept the terms offered, for, 
they thought they had fufficiently plundered 
France, and wifhed to do the fame elfe where. 
The count d'Armagnac promifed to lead them 

■. ! i '■'.'•' 
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than many other princes. Fereras had faid before him, that 
the French firnamed him Charles the Bad, on account of the 
troubles be had fomented in the kingdom,; but that, if his 
actions were examined, he would be found not fufficiently 
wicked to deferve fuch a firname. It is, however, precifely 
his actions that have caufed it. He was, fays father Daniel,, 
treacherous, revengeful, cruel, and the fole caufe of the ruin 
of France. Father Daniel fpeaks exactly like Mariana, who 
has painted with energy his cruelties, his infamous debaucher, 
ries, and his treafons.. Our beft hiftorians have done . the. 
fame. But it is one of the follies of our age to attempt the. 
r£-eftablifliment of the m6ft worthlefs characters, and to cry 
down thofe refutations that hare been the'moft exalted* 

Nouveau Dictkmnaite HutoriQue. 
. For moije of. Charts 4e Navapce,' fee les Memoires de 
r Academic. . .. . . 

\ • - J » t. ■ . . ». 

* Ventadour, — a cattle in the diocefe of Limoges. 
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into Lombardy ; but the count de Foix, whom it 
was not eafy to deceive, imagined that was not 
his intention, and made fecret inquiries as to the 
progrefs of the bufmefs, and whither the men at 
arms were to march on quitting their ftrong holds. 
The common report was, that they ftill continued 
their courfes, for the men of the country fo related 
it to him. Upon hearing this, he fhook his head, 
and faid, — f Such men at arms will not be triflqd 
with. The count d'Armagnac and \m brother 
Bernard are young, and I know they neither 
love me nor my country: thefe men at arms, 
therefore, may perchance fall on me, unlefs I 
fhafl take proper order to guard againft them. 
The proverb fays, * Long provifion beforehand 
mak^th fure poffeffion/ 

The count de Foix was not, in truth, wrong in 
his conjectures, as appearances at one time 
lhewed, which I (hall relate, if I carry my hif- 
tory to that length. 

You have heard how that Breton,. Geoffry 
T£tenoir, had long held the caftle of Ventadour, 
on the borders of Auvergne and the Bourbonois, 
and had refufed to furrender for any money that 
had been offered him. He confidered this caftle 
as his own inheritance, and had forced all the 
iurrounding country to enter into compofition 
with him to avoid being plundered. By this 
means every one could labour the ground at their 
pleafure, and he was enabled to keep the Hate of 
a great baron. He was a cruel man, and very 
ferocious in his anger, minding no more killing 
a man than a beaft. You muft know, that when 

the 
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the tax for the redemption of thefe caflles was 
firft raifed, thofe in Auvergne, imagining that 
Ventadour would be furrendered to the duke of 
Berry, and the country delivered from the op- 
preffions of the garriibn, very cheerfully paid 
their quota. But when they faw that of thofe 
garrifons who continued their inroads, that of 
Ventadour was the moll daring, they were very 
difconfolate, and considered the tax that had 
been railed as thrown away. They declared, 
that until the garrifon of Ventadour was pre- 
vented from overrunning the country, they 
would never pay one farthing of any future tax. 

This was carried to the duke of Berry, who 
was lieutenant of Limoniin, Gevaudan and Au- 
vergne, and he declared to his council, that 
thofe who had made fuch declaration were in 
the right, and that the promifes that had been 
held out were badly kept, by their not having fo 
clofelv befieged the place, to prevent the garrifon 
fallying forth. 

The duke then ordered that four hundred 
fpears mould be collected, and paid by the coun- 
try, and placed under the command of fir M r il- 
liam de Lignac and fir John Bonne-lauce, a 
courteous and valiant knight from the Bouibo- 
nois, for them to inveft Ventadour completely 
on all fides with block-houfes. 

Thefe knights and men at arms laid their liege 
as clofely as they could to the caftle, and erected 
four block-boufes: they alfo had large trenches 
cut by the peafants, and every ohftruction thrown 
acrofs the roads they ufed to take, fo that the 
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garrifaa was completely (hot in. Gaoflfry, how* 
«ver, was indifferent to this; for he knew he had 
frrorifion and ftoresto laft ibr feven years, and 
that his caile was fi> ftrongly placed upon a 
rock that it couM not be taken by ftorm ; and, 
notwtthftanding thefe block 4iorofes, and this fup- 
pofed complete blockade, he, at times, with 
fome of his companions, made (allies through a 
poftern that opened between two hidden rocks, 
and overran the country in iearch of wealthy 
-prifoners. They never brought any thing befide 
with them to the caftle, on account of the diffi- 
culty of the paffes. This opening could not be 
clofed, and, to the furprife of the country, they 
were found abroad feven leagues diftant: if they 
•were by accident purfued, and had once regained 
their mountains, though the cbace lafted for 
three leagues, they confidered themfelves as fe- 
cure as if in their fort. This manner of harrafs- 
ing the country was long continued; and the 
fiege of the caftle, in the manner I have related, 
lafted for more than a year: by it the country 
was faved the large fums they ufed to pay as 
<ompofition-money. We will, for the prefent, 
leave Ventadour, and, by way of variety, fpeak 
of other matters. 
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CHAP. XV. 

THE DUKE OF BURGUNDY SENDS FOUR HUNDftEB 
SPEARS TO THE DUCHESS OF BRABANT. — HKT 
SURPRISE AND BURN THE TOWN OF SEAULLE 
IN GUELDRES. 

npHE duke of Burgundy was not forgetful of 
•"• his promife to his aunt, the dockets <rf 
Brabant. He afiembkd a body of four hundred 
good men at arms, from Burgundy and other 
parts, and appointed two knights for their com- 
manders: the one was fir William de la Tri- 
piouille, a Bnrgundian ; the other, fir Gerrais de 
Meifende, a German : and laid to them, — ' You 
will conduct thefe men at arms to that part of 
the frontiers of Brabant and Gueldres our fair 
aunt and her council have fixed on, and make a 
fevere war on her enenjy, for fuch are our com- 
mands.' The knights replied, they were ready 
tmd willing to obey his orders. 

When all their liores and men were aflembled, 
they fet out for Brabant, and, having entered 
the duchy of Luxembourg, fent to inform the 
duchefs of their coming. The marflial of Bra- 
huxA went to meet and conduct them, and, by 
the directions of the council, quartered them in 
the three caftles the duke of Gueldres claimed, 
of which they now formed the garrifon, and, 
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being on the enemy's land, went forth daily in 
hopes to meet them. 

The duke of Gueldres, perceiving hostilities 
were begun, reinforced all his towns and caftles, 
and made every preparation to withftand his op- 
ponents. Sir William de la Trimouille, defirous 
to gain renown, and to do fome act that fhould 
make it known he was in the country, caft his 
eyes on a town of Gueldres; about four leagues 
from the caftle wherein he was, in hopes to gain 
it : it was called Seaulle. Having fecretly open- 
ed his mind to fir Gervais de Merande, and ex- 
plained his intentions, he agreed to accompany 
him ; for he was equally anxious for deeds of 
arms. Having collected men from the different 
garrifons, they marched off at midnight, at a 
briflc trot, under the care of able guides, who 
brought them to Seaulle near the point of day. 
They then halted, and formed another difpofi- 
tion, which, as it was told me, was as follows : 

; fir Gervais, with only thirty lances, wast© leave 
the main body, and, if poflible, to gain and keep 
the gate, until fir William fhould arrive with the 
remainder ; for if the whole had advanced, an 
alarm might have been given, but fo few would 
poffibly be taken for a party whom the duke of 
Gueldres had fent to reinforce the place, or fome 
of his men who were riding from one town to 
another. 

As they had planned, fo was it executed : fir 
GerVais left the army with thirty German fpears, 
and rode towards the town. He patted indeed 

1 many people oij his road thither; for it was mar- 
ket-day, 
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ket-day, and, as he paffed, faluted them in Ger- 
man, which made them all fuppofe they were 
their countrymen, attached to the duke of Guel- 
drtfs, and going to the garrifon. Sir Gervais 
rode on until he came to the gate, which he 
found wide open and flightly guarded : indeed 
it was fo early, that few were out of bed. They 
there halted, and were fcarcely mailers of the 
gate, when fir William de la Trimouille, with the 
main body, % came up full gallop, and entered 
the town, (houting their cry. 

Thus was the town won without any defence 
being made: the garrifon never imagined the 
French would have been fo enterprifing, and the 
greater part were ftill in bed. It was on the 
Martinmas eve this deed was done. Three d&ys 
before, an Englifti knight had entered the. town 
with ten fpears and thirty archers, whom the 
king of England had fent thither. The knight's 
name was fir William Fikaoul*; and, at the mo- 
ment of the firft noife and buftle, he was getting 
out of his bed. Hearing the town was taken, he 
afked by whom. He was told by Bretons. 
'Ha!' faid he, 'Bretons are .wicked fellows: 
they will pillage and burn the town, and then 
leave it : whofe cry have they V c In the name of 
God/ replied a knight, c they cry Trimouille!' 

Sir William Fikaoul, upon this, armed himfelf, 
and made his men do the fame, and barricade his 
houfe, to fee if any would come to his refcue, but 

in vain ; for every one was fo frightened, they 

i_ * * 

K * Fikaoul. Verardhas Filzraoul, and my MS. Fitz-Paul. 
Lotd Berners has the fame as in the text. 

Vol. IX. H ^«re 
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-were flying in all directions, fome for the church, 

others to efcape by an oppofite gate to that the 

x enemy had entered,. abandoning all they poffeffed. 

The French fet fire to the town to alarm 
others at a diftance, but there were many houfes 
of ftone and brick which could not be affected 
by it : however, the greater part was burnt down 
and pillaged, for nothing worth taking was left ; 
and they carried away fome of the richeft inha- 
bitants prifoners. 

TheEnglifh knight was taken doing his duty. 
When he faw all was loft, he ordered his houfe 
to be cleared of the barricades ; for he was fear- 
ful of fire, as his hall was full of fmoke, and, 
placing himfelf and men in front, fought very 
valiantly, but at length was made prifoner by fir 
William de la Trimouille : his men were likewife 
taken, for few were flain. When the French 
had done all they lifted at Seaulle, in Gueldres, 
and their fervants had packed up the plunder, 
they departed, for it would have been folly to 
have remained longer, and marched to their dif- 
ferent garrifons. 

Such was the fuccefs of this firft blow the 
duke of Gueldres received: he was much vexed 
when he heard of his lofs, and haftened thither 
with a large body of men at arms, hoping to 
find the French ftill there. He ftrengthened 
and repaired the town, and placed therein a 
garrifon, who were more diligent in .guarding it 
than the preceding one had been. Thus it' hap- 
pens in war; fometimes one fide Jofes, and fome- 
times another. 

' V The 
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The duchefs of Brabant was highly pleafed 
with the fuccefs of fir William de la Trimouille 
and fir Gervais de Merande, and they acquired 
much renown for it throughout the country. It 
was the common talk in Brabant, that in the 
courfe of the enfuing fummer, they would re- 
new the attack, and keep pofTeflion of lit, for 
they (hould then have a fufficient force. 

The duke of Burgundy was well pleafed to 
hear fuch fatisfactory accounts of the good con- 
duct of thofe he had fent to Brabant: and, to 
encourage thfem to perfevere, he frequently 
wrote to his knight fir William de la Trimouille. 
They guarded fo well the caftles on the frontier, 
that no lofs happened ; and the enemy was more 
careful in regard to their towns than they had 
beeti before the capture of Seaulle. 

I will now relate an exploit of Perrot le B6ar- 
note in Auvergne, and detail the whole hiftory 
of it at length. 
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CHAP. XVJ. 

GERONNET DE MAUDURANT, PNE OF THE CAP- 
TAINS OF PERftOT LE BEARNOIS, HAVING BEEN 
MADE PRISONER BY JOHN BONNE-LANCE, AT 
MONTFERRANT IN AUVERGNE, FINDS MEANS, 
AFTER HIS RANSOM WAS PAID, TO tVT LE 
BEARNOIS IN POSSESSION OF MONTFERRANT. 

HPHIS fame year, about the middle of May, 
•"• forty bold companions fet out from Chalu- 
$et*, in the poffeffion of Perrot le Bearnois, in 
Limoufin, to feek adventures in Auvergne, under 
the command of a fquire fromGafcony called 
Geronnet de Maudurant, an able man at aims. 
On account of the dread this country and- the 
borders of the Bourbonois had of thefe people, the 
duke of Bourbon had appointed, for its defence, 
one of his knights, a valiant man at arms, called 
fir John Bonne-lance, who was courteous, amor- 
ous, and eager to difplay his courage. When he 
heard thefe companions were abroad, he afked 
how many they might be : and when they faid, 
* About forty/ he replied, * As for forty lances, 

* 

we do not fear that number : I will take as many 
to meet them/ 

He then departed from the place where he 
had heard of this excurfion, but his greater force 
was before Ventadour, and collected about forty 
or fifty of his men at arms that were difperfed 
on the borders of Limoufin, Auvergne, and the 

* Ch^lucet,— election of Limoges, near Pierre-buffiere. 

■■•'■*"' * Bouebauois, 
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Bourbonois, for he was very defirous to perform 
fome deed of arms. He had with him fir Lewis 
d'Ambiere, fir Lewis d'Abton, and the lord de 
St. Obife. They took the field without follow- 
ing any particular road, for they were well ac- 
quainted with the country, and came to a pais 
through which they imagined the enemy rauft 
crofs, and no where elfe, on account of the 
mountains, and a river which is wide and deep 
from the melting of the fnow. 

They .bad not been there half an hour when the 
enemy appeared, no way fufpecting this meet- 
ing. Bonne-lance and his party, with their fpears 
in their refts, charged them, fhouting their cry 
as they were defcending the mountain oh foot. 
When tiiey found they mull fight, they put a 
good countenance on it, and prepared for their 
defence : Geronnet, who was a flout fquire, fet 
them the example. Many were, at the firft on- 
fet, beat down on both fides ; but, to fay the 
truth, the French were by far better men at 
arms than thefe adventurers, which they (hewed, 
for not one turned his back but the fervants, who 
by flight faved themfelves while their mailers 
were fighting. Two and twenty were made pri- 
foners, and sixteen left dead on the field: their 
leader furrendered bimfelf prifoner to Bonne- 
lance. 

The victorious party fet out on their return, 
carrying their prifoners with them. Oh the road. 
Bonne-lance recollected that, about a month 
ago, when at Montferrant in Auvergne, lie had 
been well received by the ladies and damfels, 

■a.'cA 
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and that, as they were amusing themfelves, they 
faid to him, c Fair brother Bonne-lance, you are 
often in the field, and muft at times meet your 
enemies.' A lady, who was much in .his good 
graces, added,— -f I am fure you have frequent 
engagements with them, and I fay fo becaufe I 
ihould like to fee an Engliftiman. I have often 
heard, from a fquire of this country with whom 
you are well acquainted, of the name of Gour- 
dines, that they s are determined men at arms, 
and as expert as any in this country. Indeed, 
they prove it by their gallantry, and by taking 
from us towns and caftles, and keeping pofleflion 
©f them.' c By God, fair lady/ (replied Bonne- 
lance, * if I have the good fortune to make one 
of them my prifoner, you (hall fee him/ * Many 
thapks,' anfwered the lady. 

When Bonne-lance remembered 'this, he had 
taken the road to Clermont in.Auvergne, as the 
engagement had been hard by; but he quitted 
it, and followed that to Montferrant, which lay 
about one league off on the left hand. 

The inhabitants of Montferrant were in high 
fpirits at the fuccefs of Bonne-lance over thefe 
adventurers, and gave him a hearty welcome. 

When he and his people had difmounted at the 
hotel, they difarmed and took their eafe. The 
ladies and damfels affembled to entertain and 
feaft Bonne-lance, whom they came twenty times 
to fee. He gallantly received them, for he was 
a prudent knight, and addreffing himfelf to the 
lady who was fo anxious to fee an Engliftiman, 
faid, — c Lady, I am come to acquit myfelf of 

the 
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the promife I made you about a month ago, that 
if I fhould, f by good fortune, take an Englishman 
prifoner, I would fhew him to you. Through the 
grace of God, I have this day fallen in with a 
-^arty of very valiant ones ; but, although they 
gave us enough to do, the field is ours. They 
were not indeed real Epglifhmen, but Gafcons 
who wage war under that name, and come from 
Beam and upper Gafcony. You may view - 
them at yourleifure ; for, out of my love to you, 
I {hall leave them in this town until they have 
paid me their ranfom/ 

The ladies laughed, turned the matter into 
merriment, and faid, they were obliged to him. 
"When they departed, he accompanied them, and 
remained in Montferrant for three days amufing 
himfelf with the ladies and damfefe. Bonne- 
lance, during his flay, gave good entertainment 
to Maudurant and his companions, as he faw 
they were poor, but bold fellows in the field y it 
would have been better for.the town had he killed 
or drowned them than to have left them there. 

When he was going away, he faid to Geronnet, 
€ You will remain h'ere as hoftage for your com- 
panions, who are to feek your ranfom; and, 
when you fhall be prepared to pay, I have or- 
dered a perfon to receive it for me ; and, the 
moment you have acquitted yourfelf to me, you 
may depart, for I have left inftructions that you 
jnay meet with no impediment. Remember, 
Geronnet, that I have treated you handfomely ; 
and, if any of our men fall into your hands, do 
you treat them in like mapner/ € On my &\t\\ * 
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replied Geronnet, c my fair lord and matter, that 
I will cheerfully do, for we are bounden to it J>y 
your generous conduct/ 

Bonne-lance returned to the fiege of Venta- 
dour, and twelve of his prifoners remained i^ 
Montferrant. The ten others, according to 
agreement, returned to Chalu^et, to feek, from 
Perrot le Bearnois, two-and-twenty hundred 
francs ; for this was the fum their raitfoms had 
been fixed at. The twelve in Montferrant were 
lodged in a handfome houfe, and lived at much 
cxpenfe. They were not ftrictly watched; and, 
during the fifteen days they ftaid, they went 
about the town to amufe themfelves, and made 
fuch obfervations on the ftate of it as coft it 
afterwards one hundred thoufand francs. 

When the captain of Chalufet heard of the ill 
fuccefs of Geronnet de Maudurant, and that he 
and his companions had been defeated by fir John 
Bonne-lance, he was very indifferent about it, and 
replied to thofe who had brought him the news, 
— c You are come hither to feek for money to pay 
his and your ranfoms: are you not?' 'Yes/ 
they replied, ' for gain is not always to be looked 
for.' ' I know nothing of gain or lofe,' anfwered 
the captain ; < but this I know, you will get no- 
thing from me. I did npt fend you on this ex- 
cursion :< it was your own free election to feek 
an adventure. Send to, or tell your companions 
when you fee them, that adventure muft deliver 
them. Do you fuppqfe that I will thus fpend 
rny money ? No, my friends, that I wiU not, 
.by my faith, I can always have mea enough, 
who will make more prudent* excursions than ye 
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have done. I will not, therefore, ranfom any 
man belonging to me, unlefs he be taken 
in my company.' This was all the anfwer tin 
could get refpeeting Geronnet's ranfom. 

They confulted together, and thought it would 
be right to fend three of them to give Geronnet 
information of this, that he might confider the 
matter. The three who were fent, paffiug with- 
out the walls of Clermont, gave their horfes 
water at the mill brook, which runs hard by. 
They remained fome time in the brook obferv- 
ing the walls of Clermont, and noticing they 
were not too high to be fcaled. * By the head 
of Saint Anthony,' faid they among themfelves, 

* this town may be eafily taken : if we come 
here fome night, we may have it, provided the 
guard is not very ilrong.' They then added, in 
their Gafcon dialect, ' We will bargain for it 
now, and another time buy it : one cannot bar- 
gain and buy in the fame day.' They then 
pafied on, and arrived at Montferrant, where 
they found Geronnet and their companions. 
They related to them, word for word, all that 
had paffed between them and Perrot le Bearnois, 
which, as they knew not where elfe to feek for 
money to pay their ranfoms, vexed them ex- 
ceedingly, and for a day and night they were 
outrageous at his conduct. 

Geronnet having calmly confidered the mat- 
ter, faid to thofe who had come from Chalucet, — • 

* Brother-foldiers, return to our captain, and tell 
him from me, that ever fince I have been under 
his command, I have loyally and faithfully ferved 
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him, and, if he plcafes, will continue to do fo ; 
and let him know, that if I fhall be forced to turn 
to the French to obtain my liberty, he will not 
gain by it. I fhall, however, delay doing this as 
long as I can ; and it will be always againft my 
own inclinations. Tell him alfo, that if he will 
pay our ranfoms, I will, within one month after 
our deliverance, conduct him to fuch a place, 
that it will be his own fault, if he does not gain 
one hundred thoufand francs from it/ 

The three companions returned to Perrot, and 
punctually gave him the n^fTage that Geronnet 
had charged them with. On hearing it, he 
mufed a while, and faid, € It may be fo : I will 
fpeedily give him his liberty.' He' ordered a 
large coffer to be opened, that contained up- 
wards of forty thoufand francs, money acquired 
by pillage you rnuft underftand, and not from 
the rents of his eftate in Beam ; for the town 
wherein he was born, and always refided before 
he left Beam, has but twelve houfes, and belongs 
to the count de Foix. The name of it is Dadam, 
three leagues from Orthes. 

Perrot le Bearnois had counted out before him 
two-and-twejity hundred francs, and one hun- 
dred for their expenfes, which he put into a purfe, 
and, calling to him the three companions who 
had returned from Montferrant, faid, — * I give 
you three-and-twenty hundred francs : a friend 
in need is a friend indeed: I fhall rifle them for 
Geronnet'g freedom: he is able to regain for 
me, if he pleafes, as much again, if not more.* 
? The companions took the money and fet out 
■ ' again 
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again for Montferrant, which was fourteen long 
leagues diliant; but they had very good] 
ports, which permitted them to pafs and repafs. 
Geronnet, on learning that they had return 
with the money, was much pleated; he fent f 
thofe to whom fir John Bonne-lance had dir 
liim to pay it, and faid to them, — ' Count i 
you will find the purfe contains two thoufand 
two hundred JtancB, which is all we are to give 
you.' After this, he paid liberally, and to the 
fatisfaction of all, the expenfes they had been 
at. When this was done, Geronnet borrowed 
and hired horfes and men to conduct them to 
Chalucet, (ir John Bonne-lance having received 
a certificate of the ranfom being paid. 

J am ignorant whether fir John Bonne-lance 
fent for this money or left it in Montferrant, 
trufting to the lirength of the place; for lir 
Peter de Giac, at that time chancellor of France, 
had there depolited his wealth, of which he loft 
the whole, or at leaft as much as could be dif- 
covered, according to what you will hear told. 

When Geronnet de Maudurant returned to 
Chalucet, his companions gladly received him, 
and made him good cheer. After three or four 
days, Perrot le Bearnois called him and faid,— 
* Geronnet, you are obliged to the fair offers you 
fent me, for your freedom, and to them alone; 
for you know, I was not any way bound to pay 
your ranfom, when taken in excurfions made 
without my orders: now, keep your word, and 
prove the truth of yaur offer; otherwife weftiaU 

be 
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bt on bad terms, and you will incur my. ferious 
anger: for know that I have not learnt to lofe, 
but to win.* 

* Captain/ replied Geronnet, € you have rea- 
fon to fay fo ; and I now offer to put you in 
poffeffion of Montferrant within fifteen days, if 
ypu be willing to undertake it. In this town 
there is great wealth and wherewithal to plun- 
der; for, befides its riches in iilk^fcid merchan- 
dife, many of the inhabit ants have much money. 
Sir Peter de Giac, chancellor of France, who 
knows well where to feek for money, has depa- 
rted* as I have been informed, a very large fum 
in this town of Montferrant ; and I muft fay, it 
is the weakeft and worft guarded town in the 
realm: this is the offer I fent you, and the pro- 
ipife I entered into. 

* In God's name/ anfwered Perrofr, € it is well 
faid, and I accept it: I will' fecretly make pre- 
parations : you know all the outlets of the town : 
but will it require many men?* < Three or four 
hundred fpears,' faid Geronnet, c will do the bu- 
finefe; for -they do not feem people likely to 
make any great refiftance.' 'Well, by God,} 
replied Perrot, ' I will undertake it,, and make 
it known to the captains of the forts that are 
Bear us, and when we be all afiembled, will 
march thither/ 

In confequence, Perrot le B&arnois got him- 
(elf in readinefs, and fent information of his in- 
tentions to the captains of the forts in the neigh- 
bourhood, and fixed their rendezvous at the 

caftle 






caftle of Donzac*, in the bifhoprick of Cler- 
mont, that was not far diftant from Montferrant: 
Olim Barbe, a Gafcon, and famous pillager, was 
the captain of it. The companions from feven 
forts attached to the Englifh met, on the ap- 
pointed day, at Donzac, and were upwards of 
four hundred lances, well mounted, whence 
they had only fix leagues to ride to Montferrant. 
The firft captain who arrived was Perrot le Bear- 
nois, to (hew he was the chief of the expedi- 
tion, and to confult with the other leaders before 
the whole came thither, and lay their plans ac- 
cording to the information which had been 
given by Geronnet de Maudurant, and as to 
the time he had fixed for their coming to the 
town. 

Geronnet, with eleven companions, drefled 
themfelves in coats of frife, like to traders, and 
each leading a horfe well laden, according to 
the curtomof the country, fet out from Donzac 
.before day, conducting their horfes on the road, 
as carriers: they arrived about noon in the town 
of Montferrant. No one made any inquiries 
who they were, never fufpecting them to be 
otherwife than traders or carriers, as their drefies 
fhewed, and fuppofing that they were come to 
purchafe draperies and linens at the fair; for 
they had travelled, they faid, from beyond Mont- 
pelier for this purpofe ; and already much mer- 
chandife bad arrived from the neighbouring 



* Donzac, a village in Armagnac, diocefe and generality 
of Auch. 
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Geronnet carried his company to the crown 
Inn, where, having put their horfes in a liable, 
they chofe a handfome apartment for themfelves, 
where* they remained in quiet, not venturing 
abroad, in the town, left their plan might be dtf- 
covered, but thought only of enjoying them* 
felves, as* they intended others fhould pay their 
reckoning. 

Towards evening, they took a great deal of 
care of their horfes, and gave the hoft, hoftefe, 
and fervants to underftand, as they had come 
afar off, it was neceffary they fhould be well at- 
tended to. They called fo loudly for candles, 
they could not fatisfy them ; and would not gp 
to bed, but kept drinking and roaring in their 
chamber. The hoft and hoftefs, noticing the 
merry, life they led, and not having the fmalleft 
fufpicion of them, went to bed. 

I wijl now return to Perrot le Bearnois and his 
companions. This fame day, towards evening, 
they left Donzac, under the command of fevem 
captains. Perrot le Bearnois was the. chief, then 
the bourg de Copane, whefe name was Arnaur 
don,. the bourg Angloig, le bourg Carlat, Apton 
Seighin, Olim Bar bs„ and Bernadon des Ifles i 
there was alfo with th^em a gran<l pillager frofc 
B6arn, called the lord de Lance-plaine. It was 
from him andi the , bourg de Copane I learnt $U 
this bufinefs, aa4 : the manner of its being tin- 
dertaken, after Can^le^as, when the [nights are 
long and cold. The weather this night w^s fo 
fevere, 'with winthfmd rain, that the captain of 
'the guara would' not ieave his houfe, but feftit 
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his fon, a boy about fixteen years old, to exa- 
mine the ftate of the guard. On his arrival, 
bet ween .the outward and inward gate, he found 
four old men, almoft frozen with cold, who faid 
to him, c Take from each of us a halfpenny, and v 
allow us to go and warm ourfelves.' The youth 
was eager for the money, which he took, and 
fuffered the guard to go home. 

Geronnet or fome of his people were conftant- 
ly on the watch at the gate of the Crown, for 
the relief of the guard. Obferving the youth 
return, and the guard with him, they faid, ~ 
? Things go well : it will bq a good night for us: 
there are none in the town. but thofe who are 
riow in bed, and, as the guard is difmiffed, we 
have nothing to fear/ 

Perrot and his companions were making all 
the hafte they could -, but they were obliged to 
Jpafs under the walls of Clermont. When within 
one league of that place, they met Amerigot 
Marcel, governor of Alofe, near St. Flour, with 
about one hundred fpears. When , they* were 
known to each other, there was much joy; and , 
they mutually afked whither they were going 
in fuch bad weather, and what were the objects 
of their being abroad. Amerigot Marcel faid, 
— c I come from my caftle of Alofe, and am 
, going to Carlat.' € In God's name/ replied the 
two captains of Carlat, the bourg Anglois, and 
the bourg de Copane, c here we are, if you have 
any thing to fay to us. Do you want any 
thing?* 'Yes/ faid he: 'you have fome pri- 
soners who belong ta the dauphin d'Auvergne, 
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and you know he is in treaty with us through 
the count d'Armagnac. I wiih, therefore, to> 
have thofe prifoners in exchange for fome other* 
who are in my fort, as I have been earneftly 
requefted to get them by the lady-dauphin, and 
fhe is fo good a lady, one cannot refufe her any 
thing/ 

The bourg de Copane replied, — c Amerigot, 
you are indeed bounden to oblige this lady, for 
you had from her, three years ago, five thoufand 
francs of her money for the ranfom of the caftle 
of Mercier. Where is now the lord dauphin !" 
c They tell me/ fays Amerigot, c that he is at 
Paris, negotiating the treaties you know we 
have engaged in with him and the count d'Ar- 
magnac.' c Come with us, f faid Perrot le Bear- 
nois, ' and leave all thefe things : you will gain 
by it, for you fliali have a (hare of our booty/ 
c Whither are you going?* afked Amerigot. 
c By my faith, brother-foldier, we are going 
ftraight to Montferrant, as that town is to be 
delivered to me this night/ Amerigot replied, 
— - c Perrot, what you are about is very wrong ; 
for you know we have entered into a treaty 
with the count d'Armagnac and this country, 
which, on that account, thinks itfelf in a perfect 
ftiate of fecurity. You will act indeed veiy 
ill, if you execute what you have faid, and 
by it break off all our treaties/ c On rtiy troth, 
companion, I will never keep any treaty,' faid 
Perrot, c as 1 long as I am matter of the field, 
fbf wfejnuft live. Come with us, for you have 

nothing 
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nothing to doatCarlat, as the captains 'are here, 
and thofe they have left behind will never give 
you admittance into the fort.' 

* With you,' replied Amerigot, ' I will not go, 
but, ftnce things are thus, return to my own 
cafile.' Tiie parties then feparatcd, and Perrot 
continued his road toward Clermont and Mont- 
ferrant. When they were below Clermont, they 
fuddenly halted, for a new thought had ftruck 
ibme of them from what the Gafcons told who 
had been backwards and forwards' to Chalucet 
from Montferrant. They faid to the captains who 
were collected together, — ' This city of Clermont 
is large and rich, and as eafy to be taken as Mont- 
ferrant: fmce we have ladders with us, let us 
fcale the walls : we fhall gain mofe than at Mont- 
ferrant.' — On hearing this, they had almoft re- 
folved to put it into execution; but their captains, 
having confid^red it, faid, — * Clermont is a ftrong 
town, populous, and well provided with arms : 
if once we alarm them, they will collect together 
and defend themfelves. There is not a doubt of 
our having the word of it; and if we be repulfed, 
and our horfes taken or loft, we fhall be difabled 
from advancing any farther. We are at a diftance 
from our caftles: the country will rife againftus; 
we fliall be purfued, and run the greateft hazard 
of lofs of life or liberty. It will be more advifeable 
to continue our road, and finifh what had been 
fivft fixed on, than to attempt any new exploit 
that may cqft us too dear.' 

This advice was followed, and, not one word 
mare {aid on the fu.hje.ct. They pailed Clermont 
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as quietly and quickly as they could, and, on'tfc 
point of eleven o'clock, came before Montferrant. 
They fuddenly halted, when they perceived the 
town about two bow-fhots off, and Perrot {aid, — 
' We are now at Montferrant : our people muft 
be within it. Do you wait here, and I will go by 
thefe ditches to fee if I can learn any thing of 
Geronnet, who has brought us hither ; and do 
not you ftir until I return/ ' Go,* replied his 
companions: € we will wait for you.* 

On this, Perrot le Bearnois, with three others, 
went away ; but it was fo very dark, they could 
not fee the length of an acre, and it rained, 
fnowed and blew moil unmercifully. Geronnet 
was at this hour on the walls, impatiently liften- 
ing to hear of the arrival of his friends. He 
looked down, and faw, as he thought, the fha- 
dows of men entering the ditches: on this he 
began to whittle. He was heard by Perrot, who 
. advanced more into the ditch, for there was no 
water in it on that fide ; and Geronnet afked, 
c Who is there ? ' Perrot knew him from his 
Gafcon pronunciation, and faid, € I am^Perrot 
le Bearnois : is it thou, Geronnet ?' € Yes, 9 re- 
plied he ^ c if you wiH make yourfelf ready, and 
advance your men, you fhall enter the town at 
this place: we cannot fail of fuccefs, for the 
inhabitants are all in bed/ € At this place! 9 faid 
Perrot, c God forbid : I will never enter that 
way; and, if I do at all, it (hall be through the 
gate/ c Then you will not enter at all/ replied 
Geronnet, in a paffion. € On my troth, Perrot, 
* it ift not in my power: cpme hither with your 
*•' rope* 
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rope-ladders, and none will attempt to oppofe 
your entrance.' ' Liften to me, Geronnet,' faid 
Perrot; 'thou haft prom iied to give me entrance 
into this town; and, according to thy engage- 
ment, I will enter it no other way than by the 
gate.' ' I cannot help it,' faid Geronnet, ' for it 
is impolfible to enter by the gate, as it is clofed 
and guarded, although the men maybe afleep.' 

While they were thus dtfputing, fome of Per- 
rot's men came near the ditch to hear if any 
body were ftirring. Near to where they were, 
was a fmall infulated houfe, adjoining the walls, 
in which lived a poor taylor, who, having been 
hard at work until that hour, was going to bed. 
As the wind carried the founds of their voices, 
and as perfons hear better in the night than in 
the day-time, he fancied he heard fome loud 
talking on the bulwarks. He left his hottfe, 
and, advancing on the walls, faw Perrot's men 
walking about; on which he cried out, 'Treafon!' 
when one of Geronnet's companions, feizing 
him by the throat, faid, ' If thou uttereft another 
word, thou art a dead man.' On this, fearing to 
be murdered, he was filent, and Geronnet, turn- 
ing towards them, faid, — Do not kill the fellow, 
for he comes fo opportunely, it mult be through 
the mercy of God that he is fent, fmce by his 
means we shall completely fucceed in our en- 
terprife.' Then addreifing himfelf to Perrot. 
he added, — * Do you return to your men ; and, 
when you mall hear the inner gate open, do 
you attack the outward one with axes to gain 
admittance.' He then told him the ufefie mean; 
1*2 v> 
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to make of the taylor. PetTot tffent (o his iriten, 
arid related to them all yon 'have heard. Whdn 
he was gone, Geronnet faid to the taylor, c Sf 
thtfu doft riot proiiiife to do all I (hall order thee, 
tfcou art inftantly a dead man.' c And what do 
ybu want me to do?* I "Want thee to go with me 
to the gate of the town, andatVakeh the porters, 
and fell" them the governor has feht thee thither 
to ordfer them to open the gates, or to Jet thee 
open them, to fome merchants from M Ontpelter, 
who are without, heavy laideri with 'taercharidife 
for the fair.' < I do not think they will believe . 
me/ faid fhe man. * Yes, they will if thou tell 
them, as a token of being fent by the governor, 
that he could not come himfelf to relieve the 
'guard, but fent his foh in his (lead. If thou doft 
riot well perform all I have now told thee, or 
fliould we fail in our exploit, I will flajr thee with 
this dagger/ 

The poor man, feeing himfelf menaced with 
death, for the Gafcons are ready enough at this 
bufmefs, promifed to do every thing according 
to the orders given to the utmoft of his power, 
They went to the gate, and after knocking at it 
r for 'fome time, awakened the porters: they 
aflced, — c Who are ye that awaken us at fuch 
an hour ? * f I am fuch a one, * naming 
himfelf, ' wh<* have this night carried home 
fome work to the governor's houfe; and as I 
'was coming this way, news was brought that 
fome merchants from Montpelier were without 
the gate, quite jaded and wet with their journey 
and Toads. He has therefore fent me to tell 

* your 
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you to open the gates, or to give me the keys 
to do fo; and, as a proof I am fent by him, 
I was to lay he did not relieve the guard this 
evening, hut lent his Ibn.' ' That is true,' re- 
plied they : * thou {halt have the keys : only 
wait a moment.' 

One of them arole, and taking the keys, that 
were hanging on a peg, opened a {mall window, 
and gave them to him. The moment after, 
Gerounet matched them from him, and went to 
the bars of the gate. The firli key he put into 
the lock luckily opened it: and he then went to 
the outward gate, thinking to do the fame there, 
but in vain. 

Perrot and his companions were on the out- 
lide, waiting, its opening; but, as Geronnet's 
endeavours were fruitless, he faid to them, 
' My fair iirs, give fome aflillance; fori cannot 
any way open this gate.' Then thofe who 
were provided with axes and wedges, began to 
ufe them like carpenters. As foon as they had 
made a hole, Gerounet gave them hatchets and 
faws to cut the bars. Several of the inhabitants, 
on hearing the noife, quitted their beds, won- 
dering what it could be ; for they never ima- 
gined the Englifh were come to awaken them 
at fuch an hour. 

The porters at the gate, who had fo badly 
guarded it, heaving the clattering of armour and 
the neighing of horfes, knew they had been de- 
ceived and furprifed. They went to the windows 
over the gate, and bawled out, « Treafon ! trea- 
fon !' which alarmed the whole town : many tofc 
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and Aed to feve themfelves and fortune in the 
<atile 9 but few wore allowed to enter it ; for, when 
the governor heard the Englifh had fnrprifed the 
town, for fear of confequences, he would not 
lower, the draw-bridge. He received, indeed, 
fome of his friends at the firft moment, by means 
of a plank ; but when he heard the cries of 
the women and children, he withdrew the 
plank, and would never replace it, but made 
his preparations for defence, in cafe the caftle 
fhould be attacked. 

I have faid how the firft gate was opened : the 
fecond was cut down with axes, and the captains, 
with their companions, marched into the town 
without any oppofition. They did not, at firft, 
enter a houfe, for they knew not if any bodies of 
men were collecting to refift them, but went 
through the town to be affured of it. They only 
found a few who were attempting to enter the 
caftle, that made any refiftance, but they were 
foon either flain or made prifoners. Why fhould 
I make a long ftory of it ? The town of Mont- 
ferrant was thus furprifed, on a Thurfday night, 
the thirteenth day of February, by Perrot le 
Bearnois and his accomplices. When they faw 
themfelves matters of the place, they took up 
their lodgings at different hotels, without' doing 
violence to any one; for Perrot had ordered* 
under pain of death, that neither woman nor 
damfel fhould be violated, that no houfes fhould 
be* burp t, nor any prifoners made without his 
knowledge; &nd that no one, under the fame 
penalty, fhould hurt church or churchman, nor 
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take away any thing from thence. Thefe were 
the orders Perrot le Bearnois always gave ; and 
he had made them be ftrictly obferved ever 
fince he had entered France, to carry on a war 
againft its towns and caftles. 

Such was not the conduct of Geoffry Tete-noir : 
it was indifferent to him whether churches were 
plundered or not, fo that he gained by it. When 
news was brought to Clermont, which is but a 
Ihort league diftant, of the capture of Montferrant 
by the Englifh, the inhabitants were greatly 
alarmed, and not without caufe, for their enemies 
were too near. They knew not well how to act ; 
but they made preparations for the defence of 
the town. This intelligence was alfo carried to 
Chateau-neuf, on the Allier, Thionne, Vic, 
Y noire, Rioms, Aigue-perfe, and the ftrong cattle 
of Montpenfier : all, or the greater part, of thefe 
places belonged to the duke of Berry. Thofe who 
heard it, or were any way affected by it, were 
exceedingly furprifed : and the neighbouring 
parts of Auvergne, Bourbonois, Forets, and even 
as far as Berry, trembled. When the news came 
to Paris, the king and his uncles were, as was 
natural, very wroth. 

The count-dauphin of Auvergne was at this 
time in Paris, on the affairs of his country, and 
greatly hurt when told of the furprife of Mont- 
ferrant; for, as he was with the count d'Armag- 
nac, lieutenant for the king over thefe countries, 
he was afraid blame would be imputed to him 
for being abfent from his government. But his 
excufe was, that he was at Paris for the corn- 
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pletiojr of the treaties that had- been entered into 
with the captains of the free companies, £nd 
that, on the faith of them, the country: had 
thought itfelf in perfect fecurity. The dauphin, 
however fet out from Paris, for Auyergne, the 
moment he heard of it, leaving his Hate behind, 
and, only attended by one page, took the road 
for Moulins, in the Bourbonois, changing horfes 
dpily. In this hafte, he came to St. Pierre la 
Mouftier*, where he learnt other iitfelligenc?* 
which I will relate to you. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

PERRCVT LE BEARNOIS AND HIS COMPANIONS DE- 
TERMINE NOT TO KEEP POSSESSION OF MOOTV 
FERRANT. — THEY MAKE A SALLY ON SOME 
TROOPS FROM CLERMONT, WHO HAD ADVANCED 
TO THE BARRIERS OF THE CAPTURED TOWN, 

AND INSTANTLY DEFEAT THEM. 

• ■ 

ON the Friday morning thefe captains, being 
complete lords of Montferraht, and having 
had all the inhabitants tied together, fo that 
they could not any way oppofe them, fearched 
their houfes, and packed up whatever they 



* St. Pierre le Mouftier, a town in. die NiTeraois, feven 
leagues from Moulins. 
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thought would be profitable to them, in draperies, 
cloths, furs, drefles, and other articles. When at 
breakfaft they had a long confutation, whether 
to keep the town or not: fouiewere for beeping 
and fortifying it; but the majority were of a 
contrary opinion, and faid it would be madnefa 
to do fo, tor they would be at too great a dis- 
tance from their own caitles, and be hiclofed 
within it. Should they be belieged, they were 
not in force to hold out, and too far from any 
affiftancc. 

They -would be ftarved into afurrender; for 
there were numbers of gentlemen in the towns and 
cities about; and the duke of Berry, as foon as 
he fhould hear what they had done, would order 
thither the Marlhal of France, the lord Lewis de 
Sancerre. The count d'Armagnac and the dau- 
phin would advance to thefiege with a great force, 
without waiting to be fent to ; for they had under 
them the following great barons : the lords, de la 
Tour, d'Apton, d'Aptiel, de Renel, dc la PaluTe. 
and feveral more; but, above all, fir John Bonne- 
lance would come hither, with a large body of 
friends ; for it had been faid the town wasjoii by 
his imprudence and neglect. 

Such were the arguments urged againft keeping 
the town, particularly by Perrot Ut Bearnois and 
Olim Barbe. Many other reafons were added ; for, 
fhould they be taken, they would lofe all they had, 
be punifhed for what they had done, and their 
forts would be taken from then}. They therefore 
refolved to march away that evening, and carry 
away their booty and prifoners, oi' whom they had 
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more than two hundred. To prevent any. hin- 
drance to this plan, they polled ftrong guards at 
all the gates, fo that no one could leave the town. 
I will now relate a fkirmifh that patted between 
them and fome from Clermont. When news firft 
came to Clermont that Montferrant was taken by 
the Englifh, they were much alarmed at having 
fuch neighbours, and held many confutations 
on the fubject. There was, on the road from 
Clermont to Montferrant, the handfomeft, ftrong- 
,eft, and belt built church, belonging to the 
mendicant friars, in France. It had large in- 
clofures, furrounded by high walls, within which 
were very productive ^Iteyards; for, one year 
with another, thefe friars made from one hundred 
to fix score hogflieads of wine. In thefe con- 
futations, fome advifed the deftruction of this 
monaftery ; as they faid it was fo near the town, 
that it was not unlikely to be its ruin, if in the 
hands of thefe pillagers. The pulling it down 
had been in agitation formerly, and they were 
now eager to effect it. But others faid, it would 
be a pity to deftroy fuch handfome buildings ; 
and that it would be better to march to Mont- 
ferrant, and fkirmifh with the conquerors, at the 
barriers, and, if poflible, inveft the place, to 
prevent the enemy leaving it; for, within four 
days, the knights and fquires of the Bourbonois 
and Forets would be collected and lay fiege to 
it. While thefe converfations were going forward 
in the city of Clermont, about fixty men at 
arms, well mounted, were ready to march towards 
Montferrant, and. fkirmifh at the barriers, and 

then 



then return home again. No one checked their 
ardour ; for there were among them fome of the 
nobleft in the town, who feemed eager to perform 
deeds of valour. Being all equipped, they fet 
off for Montferrant, taking with them thirty 
crofs-bows. Upwards of two hundred volunteers 
left Clermont and followed them on foot. 

It was told to the companions in Montferrant, 
that a party from Clermont were at the barriers. 
This news pleafed them much: upwards of one 
hundred of the moft expert having armed them- 
felves, and mounted their horfes, ordered the 
gates to be thrown open, and fell upon thofe 
from Clermont, (houting, * Saint George!' When 
the party faw themfelves thus vigoroufly attacked, 
they were panic-ftruck and inftanfly defeated, 
without making the fmalleft defence, but flying 
in all directions. The beft mounted, on leaving 
Clermont, took the lead, and faid on the road, 
they would be the firft to attack thefe pillagers; 
but fhortly they were the firft to return to 
their town, and the Gafcons at their heels. 
Had the lail had as good horfes, all or the greater 
part would have remained with them : they, how- 
ever, chafed them until they met the volunteers 
on foot, who, when they perceived the defeat of 
their townfmen, kept no longer any order, but 
ran away for the fafteft, leaping from hedge to 
hedge, and from ditch to ditch, to fave them- 
felves. The crofs-bows from Clermont kept in 
better array when the others fled, and drew 
themfelves up in a vineyard witli prefented bows, 
making a shew of defence. They there remained 
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until thelSiiglifli h»d returned to Montferrapt, for 
they never thought of going after then*. Th© 
Clermentois loft twenty of their men, £« killed 
and fourteen made prifoners. 



CHAP, XVIII. 



PARROT LE BEARNOIS. AND HIS COMBANIONS, 
HAVING. PLUNDERED MQNTFERRANT,. RETREAT 
' TO THEIR FORTS.— HIS ANSWER TO THE DAUf 
FHIN* 0F % AUVERGNE, WHO COMPLAINS OF HIS 
HAVING SURPRISED THIS TOWN DURING THE 
TIME. TREATIES. WSRE I^ AGITATION FOR HIS 
LEAVING. THE COUNTRY, 

^i*7?HEN» this bu0nefe wa& over, they* wore 
* w bu&y employed xrotil>ne$r night ia pack* 
ing»up theinpfiuxider-. Onthepomt of ftx^'dock, 
hayings completed it-,- they* w& oa foot, except 
about fixty> on, ljprfefeacfe, and conducted down 
the fiireete moTe than- fonn hundred horfes laden 
with, cloths, linen, fiiifc, aod> whatever they bad 
fcized; They bad: found ia the houfes of tbe 
rich, caikete ftill^ but had lj»ft them empty. 
Having bound all the inhabitants, two and two, 
they bad the gates opened aftfir rightful mid 
departed, not having ftaid ai Montfepraftft more 
thani eighteen, boura. They (eat, thftift baggage 

and 
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and prtfoners before, withthofe on foot; and the 
captains followed elofc after on horfeback. 

It was dark night ; and, as the country did 
not fufpect their ftay would have been fo ihort, 
they were not purfued. About midnight they 
came to Donzac, which they had left two days 
before, and there unpacked and examined their 
plunder. I heard, when in that country, that 
they gained by this expedition upwards of one 
hundred thoufand francs, befides prifoners ; for 
fir Peter de Giac, chancellor of France, alone loft 
more than thirty thoufand francs in gold. 

The companions had wifely refolved to leave 
Montferrant as they did : had . they ftaid. two 
days longer, they could not have attempted it 
without great danger of their lives. The whole 
furroiNidiug country were collecting, and ad>- 
Vancing in great bodies to lay fiege to them, 
under the command of the lords de la Tour, de 
Montague, d'Apthier, d'Apthon, fir Guifcard 
Dauphin, the marquis of Gaiulhat, fir Lewis 
d'Ambiere, the lord.de la Paliffe, fir Plouftrac de 
Chaftelux, and the fenefchal de Montaigne. 
None remained at home, and the count-dauphin 
was very active in the matter. He would have 
been there within two days, had he not heard 
r that the Gafcons had retreated to their forts: at 
•the Tame 'time, he received an account of all the 
•mifchief whteh' they had committed. 

When 'he was affured this intelligence was 

■trae^heSravfcHed^ore (lowly to Saint Pourcain, 

and thenee to 'Moulins in the Bourboaois, .whecfc 

-fee 'met %is daughter, the daohels <of Bourbon, 
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who had been very much alarmed, but was re* 
joiced on hearing the enemy had retreated* 
though thofe of Montferrant had fufiered feverely 
by their vifit, as her country was now freed from 
fuch near and troublefome neighbours. 

' On my faith, ' faid the count-dauphin, 
' though it were to coft me a very Jarge fum of 
money, I wi(h thefe pillagers had remained in 
Montferrant, for it (hould have ended badly with 
them. We in Auvergne could never have had 
fo fair an opportunity of punifhing them, and 
gaining their forts. They prove their abilities 
in war by having fo expeditioufly finifhed the- 
matter. They have now re-entered their forts, 
and their plunder is in fafety.' Thus did the 
count-dauphin of Auvergne and his daughter, 
the duchefs of Bourbon, converfe together. 

Perrot le Bearnois, Olim Barbe, le bourg de 
Copane, le bourg Anglois, Apthon Seighin, and 
the other captains of the free companies, on their 
arrival at Donzac, made a divifion of their pil- 
lage and prifoners ; fome they ranfomed, others 
were carried with them to their different forts, 
when they feparated at Donzac for Carlat, Cha- 
lu£et, and their other garifons. 

The country of Auvergne was now better 
guarded than ever. The count d'Armagnac and 
the count-dauphin fent, however, to tell Perrqt 
le Bfeatnois, that he had treacheroufly and wick- 
edly furprifed and plundered Montferrant, during 
the time when treaties were negotiating between 
them, and that, as he had affented to fuch 
treaties, they expected he weulcbmake repara- 
tion 
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lion for the mifchief that had been done. Perrot 
replied to this uieflage by faying, that ' under 
their graces' favour, neither he nor any of the 
feven captains, who had plundered Montferrant, 
had ever entered into any treaty with them : that 
they had not taken the town treacherously nor 
by fcalado, but had fairly entered by the gate, 
which had been opened to them on their arrival : 
that if they had aflented to a treaty, legally 
fworn and fealed, they would on their part, reli- 
giously and loyally have adhered to it ; but that 
was not the fact, nor had they intentions of ever 
entering into any treaty with him.' 

Things remained in this ftate, nor could thefe 
lords gain any thing more. Sir Peter de Giac 
was much vexed at his lofs, and the townfmen ot 
Montferrant recovered themfelves as well as they 
could from fuch an unfortunate adventure. 



CHAP. XIX. 

THE LORD LEWIS OF BLOIS MARRIES THE LADY 
MARY OF BERRY, AND THE LORD JOHN OF 
BERRY THE PRINCESS MARY OF FRANCE, WHO 
DIES SHORTLY AFTER. — THE DEATH OF THE 
LADY JANE OF ARMAGNAC, DUCHESS OF BERRY. 

COUNT Guy de Blois, in company with his 
counted and a handfome attendance of 
knights, fquires and ladies, fet out, in the month 
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«f Auguft t>f the year of our Lord 1386*, in 
'grand array, from his caftle of Blois, for Berry. 
They canned with them their young fon, who, 
the preceding year, had been betrothed to the 
lady Mary, daughter of the duke of Berry; and 
it was the intention of all parties, that on their 
nmval at Bourges the marriage fhould be con- 
fum mated. 

When the contracts had been figned, the mar- 
riage ceremony was performed in the cathedral 
church of St. Stephen, atltauvges, by a valiant 
'prelate, the cardinal of Avignon. The chancellor 
of Berry and the bifhop of Poitiers had betrothed 
them to each other the year before* There were 
many grand fetalis and entertainments cat this 
wedding of lord Lewis of Blois with the h&dy 
'Mary of Berry, and the tilts and tournaments of 
the knights and fquires lafted for eight day b. 

The count and countefs of Blois, when all was 
over, took leave of the duke of Berry and re- 
turned to Blois, accompanied by their daughter- 
in-law. 

This fame year John df Berry, foA of the 
duke of Berry, and flyled count de Montpenfier, 
was married to lady Mary of Tranee, lifter to 
-king Charles. 

The duchefs of Berry, with her fonandthe lady 
!Mary of France, paid a vifit to the count and coun- 
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* Denis Saavage, ia a marginal note, fays, that Froiflilrt, 
having omitted to notice thcTe marriages at their proper time, 
'ytdtotttirtfemin; them here rathe* tbaa^mit^hcm entirely, 

1 , tefe 



tefs of Blois during the Lent of the enfuing 
year. They and their attendants were grandly 
received in the caftle of Blois, as the count iin- 
derliood thefe matters well. I was prefent at 
the time of this vifit. When the duchefs and 
her children had ftaid three days, they departed 
Tor Poitiers; but they went by water down the 
Loire as far as Amboife, and from thence tra- 
velled in cars and on horfehack to Poitou. The 
duchefs and her children refided for the moll 
part in the fair caftle of a handfome town called 
Chinon *. 

In this year died the lady Mary of France* 
the young bride of the cdunt de Montpenfieh 
Soon after died alfoj the lady Jane d'Armag- 
nac, duchefs bf Berry. Thus the duke and his 
fon were left widowers : they, however, mar- 
ried again, blit not immediately. I (hall fpeak 
bf thefe fecond marriages, more efpecially of 
that of the dukej at a proper time, as our hrf- 
tory claims that mention be made of it. 



* Chinon, an ancient town of France, election of Tours. 
is remarkable for the death of Henry 11. of England, and 



the relideuce of Charles VII. of France. 
Very near" to it. 
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CHAP. XX. 

WHILB TtitE COUNCIL OF FRANCE IS IN DELIBfr 
RATION WHETHER OR NOT TO MARCH Xti 
ARMY AGAINST THE DUKE OF GUELDRES, THE 
DUKE OF BERRY SENDS THE COUNT D'ES- 

' TAMPES TO THE DUKE OF BRITTANY, TO EN- 
DEAVOUR TO WIN HIM OVER TO THE PARTY 
OF FRANCE, AFTER HAVING ALIENATED HIM- 
SELF FROM IT BY THE ARREST OF THE CON- 
STABLE. 

1HA V£ before mentioned the challenge which 
had been fent by the duke of Gueldrep to 
the king of France. It was much talked of 
every where, from the uncourteous, and indeed 
rude language it was faid to contain. I was in 
truth (hewn fome rough drafts, which were faid 
to be exact copies of this challenge; but as I 
never few the original, nor any certified copy, 
I did not give much credit to what fo nearly 
concerned a little prince, like the duke of Guel- 
dres, and a king of France. 

It was evident that this conduct had greatly 
angered the king of France, who feemed de- 
termined to have reparation, and expected ex- 
cufes to be made for it by the duke of Guel- 
dres. The king's council had refolved it fhould 
not remain quiet : for the great barons had de- 
clared, that if the king did not (hew his refent- 
ment, whatever fums it might coft France, they 
Would be alone to blame : for the king had proved, 

when 
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wheh in Flanders, his willingnefs to ptirfue hiS 
enemies. The king was young, indeed, but of 
good courage j and if he fuffered fuch infults 
With patience, foreign countries would hold the 
nobility of' France very cheap, as they, were 
the, king's advifers, and had fworn to guard his 
honour. 

• The lord de Coucy took great pains in the 
council, that no blame might fall on him; and 
ftjewed clearly> he perfonally felt the infult. He 
w&$ better acquainted with the character, of the 
Germans than many others, from his difputes 
with the duke of Auftria, and from different 
tranfactions in which he had been engaged with 
them; 

The king's minifters law that the greater part 
of the nobles of the realm were for wfcr. againft 
Gueldres, and* in particular the duke of Bur- 
gundy* bn account of the warfare the duke was 
carrying on againft his aunt, the du chefs, and 
the country of Brabant. This duchy reverted 
to him after the deceafe of his aunt arid hef 
filler *, who were both old ladies* The duke of 

Burgundy 
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* In the 12th annotation of Denis Sauvage, he makes the 
following observations*: 

' Sitter.* ' I mould fuppofe this filter to be Jane, widow 
of the late William count of Hainault, according to the 30th 
a^d 117 chapters of the firft volume, if the 257th of the; 
fame volume, and the 207th of the fecond, did not incline 
me to believe, that this widow was the Jane of Brabant; mar- 
ried again to Winceflaus, laft duke of Brabant, who acquired* 
hj his union with her* that duchy. The couatefs of 



Burgundy would very gladly have feen the duke 
df ©ueldres, who wa« chivalrous enough, check' 
ed by fair of foul means. 

It was ueceffary , however, the kingdom fhould 
lie unanimous in this difpofition ; for it m * 
gr*a* dift&nce the king of France would have to 
march into Germany to make conquefts and 
put lords under hi$ obedience; and hd muft 
dairy with him the whole force of the kingdom > 
fbr, aflf the Germans were fo avaricious, it was 
tm&U&n if they would not all unite in the flap* 
pott o& the duke of Gueldre*, In addition, tfetf 
duke of Burgundy and the other noble* w*rw 
award of th^ confluences the conduct of the 
duke of Brittany might lead to; for he (hewed** 
his preference of war to rjgace with France; 
and the lords of the council knew he wa^ layings 
provifion of ftores and artillery in all hi» fttouy 
towns and caftle* for their defence, in cafe 06 
being befieged, Befides this, he was constantly 
(ending over letters and meflengers- t? Bagiandy 
to the king and his council, in the moft atitor 
tionate terms, offering henceforth the ftronggfti 
ftiendlbip, fo that the Engliih might continue 
the war with the moll flattering hopes of fuc* 
eels. 

The council were unwilling, to decide on any 



Flanders, who was fitter to this duchefs, died fire ye**s 
before her hatband, count Lewis of Flanders, who de- 
ceased, m the month of January, 1384 ; fo that I fufpeet the 
fending (hould be, < after the deceafe of his aunt* wbfe#a* 
ttw vefyold J for I cannot fay who4Ma£ter wa*?. 

bold 



bold meafures, until this cloud, which hung 
over Brittany, was removed by fome means or 
other, fo that the kingdom might not have any 
fear from that quarter : for, mould the king 
march into Germany, the country would be left 
defencelefs, and they knew not well how to 
bring about an accommodation. Thofe who 
had been fent into Brittany, the bifliop of L^n- 
gres, fir John de Vienne, and fir John de Bueil, 
were returned, and had told the king and his 
uncles of their ill fuccefs. Upon this the duke 
ol Berry refolved to fend thither his coufin, the 
count d'Eftampes, who was a valiant man and 
able negotiator. He therefore add relied him in 
fuch words as thefe, — 'Fair coufin, I entreat 
you would go to Brittany : it is abfolutely ne- 
ceflary you (hould do fo, to negotiate with our 
coufin, the duke of Brittany j and mould you 
find him hot and imperious in fpeech, do not 
you mind it, nor put yourfelf iu any paffion. 
Treat him gently, and with the greateft atten- 
tion, and endeavour to make him liften to rea- 
fon; tell him that the king, myfelf, and bro- 
ther of Burgundy, wilh him every thing good, 
and bear him the ftrongeft affection ; and that, 
if he would come and live with us, he would 
find us always ready to ferve him. In refpect 
to the caitles which he holds from the confta- 
ble, lay, jokingly, that, to be fure, he had 
feized them unjuftly, and that, if he would be 
pleafed to render them back, it would redound 
greatly to his honour, and the king would give 
him as rich and as flrong ones in any part pf the 
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kingdori he may choofe. Exert yourfelf, dear 
coufin, to bring us back good news; and do not 
quit him, however you may be delayed, with- 
out bringing matters to fome fort of a conclu-. 
fion, taking care to remember all the duke's an- 
fwers, and to examine well the ftate of the 
duchy.* : ■ • 

The count d' Eft am pes afTured the duke »he 
would cheerfully undertake it ; and he made no 
long delay, from the time of his converfation, 
in his preparations for the journey. When 
ready, he fet out for Brittany, taking his road 
through Chartres and Mans, and the rich cown- 
try • of Maine to Angers, ' vrherte 'he tact the 
queetrof Naples; widow of the duke of Anjou; 
who had ftyled hirafelf Icing of Naples; Sicily 
and Jerufalem', duke of la Puglia, and count * 
de Provence. !; Her ttfro fond, the* lords Lewis 
and Charles, were with hei*. 

The qxieen ' received her coufin, the count 

dHEftampes, 4 handfbmely, and becoming her 
iituation; and they had taiahy converfation^ to- 
gether, fuch as lords and ladies are accuftomed 
to have. John of Brittany was likewife there^ 
who was not in the good graces df the duke of 
Brittany, whither the count was going-: but he 
carried it off as well as he could; for; niot having 
any forces to fupport his pretention^ he was 
obliged fo to do. The count remained/at An- 
gers a day and night, and then took: his leave, 
and departed for Chantoceaux*, where he ar- 

: ' • ' ' ■ ' ■ ' ' ". ■ f 

• Chaptoceaux, a fmall town, diocefe ef Nantes; ' 

• rived 
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rived that day, and then continued his journey 
to Nantes, where he refrefhed himfelf, and in- 
quired after the duke of" Brittany. He was told 
that he was at Vannes, or in that part of the 
country, which was his ufual place of refidence. 
He took the road for Vannes, where, on his ar- 
rival, he waited on the duke, who received him 
very kindly, for they were nearly connected by 
blood. 

The count d'Eftampes, knowing well bow to 
conduct himfelf with great princes and dames, 
for he had been brought up and educated with 
them, acquitted himfelf with much prudence 
when in the prefence of the duke, and, diffem- 
bling with him, did not, for fome days, difcover 
the object of his coming. When he found a 
proper opportunity, he began upon it with great 
caution and humility, to gain the duke's affec- 
tion, in manner fomething like the following : 
' My lord and very dear coufin, you mult hot 
be furprifed if I am come to fee you from fuch 
a great diftance, for I was very defirous of fo 
doing.' He then continued to inform him, word 
for word, what the duke of Berry had charged 
him to fay. 

The duke of Brittany did not feem to pay any 
great attention to what he faid, but, when he 
had done, replied to the count d'Ettampes, — 
* We have in truth heard before what you now 
tell us, and will confider of it, for we have not 
as yet done fo. You will remain with us as 
long as you pleafe, for your coming has given 
us much pleafure.' 
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Tbe,QQWit.i»uidnot, for .the prefeut, obtain 
jtqy Qthpr anCwer : .hut he continued with the 
jift&e, and was lodged within his cattle. He 
#&d ab*mt fifteen days with the duke of Brit- 
Amy in Vannes $ud thereabouts, who treated 
him with much affection. He (hewed bun hi* 
fair caftle of Emupe^ whioh he bftd newly re-. 
£&Ued and beautified, as he there epjoyed him- 
felf the moil. The county one day finding him 
in good humour, agaip remonftrated with him 
pn his late conduct, and repeated the caufe of 
bis coming; but, though the (hake's anfwer* 
»*re fair, there was no dependance te^he placed 
on his rpftitntion of the hundred thou&nd francs 
*nd the ca&les to the conftable. He did at 
fepgth reftoue them ; but it w*s of his. own free 
«ill> Without any requeft heing wade^ $nd wbeiji 
it was the leaft expected, as I >vill relate in the 
pourfe of this hift<¥y> according tp the imfor^ 
JOfttipn I received. 

The count d'Etfampes, findiqg th^t a looger 
ftay in Brittany would be ufelefs, determined to 
jtfrke his leave of the duke, and return to France, 
fto the duke of Berry, who had font him thither. 
The duke of Brfttany parted with him very af- 
^f$iopate)y, and prefented him with a hand- 
pffqe whi.te p^fcfrey , faddled and equipped as if 
for a king, and a ring with a rich ftooe, which 
^4 Qofl at teaft one thtfu&ud francs. 

The count, on leaving Brittany, went to An? 
8^ r h where- b$ waited on the queen of Naples 
gn<ji John of Bri.ttapyj who yyere anxious to hear 
^rhat bad paged, They fcid* « Feir«oufia > you 

mull 
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muft have been well employed, for you hare 
made a long ftay in Brittany.' He related to 
them partly what he had done, but the conclu- 
sion was, that he had been unfuccefsful. When 
he had remained with them one day, he de- 
parted for Tours, and continued his journey 
into Berry, and found the duke of Berry at 
Mehun-fur-Yevre*, where he had lately built a 
Very fine cattle, and was daily adding to it. 

The duke of Berry entertained the count well, 
and inquired what had pafled in Brittany. The 
Count told him, word for word, the conversa- 
tion between him and the duke, and that it had 
been impoflible to turn bim from his purpofes, 
whatever they might be. The duke of Berry, 
feeing nothing better could be done, made light 
of it, and, mortly after, returned to die king and 
the duke of Burgundy, to relate to them the ill 
fuccefs of the journey the count d'Eftampes had 
Undertaken, at his requeft, to Brittany. As 
they faw they could not do more, affairs re- 
mained in this ftate. 



* Mehun-fur-Yevre, a town in Berry on the Yevre, four 
leagues from Bourges. 
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CHAP. XXL 

THE CASTILLIANS AND FRENCH, AFTER THE 
PEPARTURE OF THE DUKE OF LANCASTER 
FROM GALICIA, RE-CONQUER, IN A VERY 
SHORT TIME, ALL THE TOWNS AND CASTLES 
HE HAD WON. — THE ENGLISH ABUSE CAS- 
TILLE, WHEN IN THEIR OWN COUNTRY.-rr 
THE KING OF FRANCE AND HIS COUNCIL IN- 

* * 

VITE THE DUKE OF IRELAND, WHO HiiD FLED 
FROM ENGLAND, TO PARIS. * 

YOU have before heard Npr the Englifh, whd 
had come with the duke of Lancafter to 
Galicia, had departed, and how the duke and. 
duchefs had retired to Oporto, where they had 
refided fome time with king John of Portugal, 
Who had married the duke's daughter. The 
duke of Lancafter was very difconfolate that his 
affairs had taken fo ruinous a turn, and that his 
beft knights and fquires had fallen victims to 
difeafe. 

The whole country of Galicia was now re- 
turned to its allegiance to the king of Caftille; 
for the moment the Caftillians, and the French 
knights under fir Oliver du Guefclin, heard of 
the duke of Lancafter's departure for Portugal, 
and that few Englifh had remained behind, they 
fallied forth to conquer Galicia back again, 
which was foon done. The inhabitants of cities 
and towns were more attached to the king of 
Caftille than to the duke of Lancafter, provided, 
however, he was able to keep the field* for the 
Caftillians and Galicians refemble a good deal 

tat 



tlie Lombards and Italians, who are always on 
the fide of the ilrongeft, and lliout out, 'The 
conqueror for ever!' 

All which the duke of Lancafter had been 
able to win before the beginning of July was 
regained, and the places garrifoned again by 
French and others under the obedience of the 
king of Caddie. The Englifh, who thought to 
pafs the winter quietly there, were driven out 
by fair or foul means, for fuch as made refift- 
ance were put to death. —Others, feeing affairs 
go badly, furrendered on having pafi'ports given 
them to return through Caftille to Gafcony by 
Bayonne and Bordeaux. The duke of Lan- 
cafter "was duly informed of all this when at 
Oporto, and not being able any way to pro- 
vide a remedy, it gave him great unquietnefs 
of heart. This may be readily believed, for the 
higher the fpirit and expectations are, the 
greater and more bitter are difappointiuents 
when things turn out contrary. 

He, however, kept up his courage tolerably 
well, and faid at times, that if he had been un- 
fuccefsful this year, through the grace of God, 
he mould do better another: for the fortunes of 
this world are fo changeable, they cannot re- 
main always the fame. 

The king of Portugal comforted him as much 
as was in his power, faying, — ' Sir, you will 
keep your ftate in this country, while you write 
to your brothers and friends in England the me- 
lancholy event of your expedition, though they 
be now fully informed of all, and prefs them to 
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fend you, early in March next, fire or fix honcbed 
Cpeers and two thou&nd archers. I will re-a£> 
femble my forces, for my fubjects are well in* 
dined to fight the Caftillians, and we will make 
an effectual war againft them. A kingdom may 
be won and loft in one campaign.' 

The duke, on hearing the king thus di&onrfe, 
was much pleafed, and returned him his thanks. 
But, notwithstanding the kiqg of Portugal had 
held fuch language to induce hpt father-tin-law 
to take courage, the duke was not ignorant 
that England was in a vary troubled ftate, that 
the council had many weighty thingp to attend 
to, as well refpecting the afiairs of the burdens 
nf Scotland, which gave them much uneafine&, 
as concerning the duke of Brittany, who mas 
negotiating important treaties with them. He 
remembered aifo that he had many difficulties 
to obtain the faroe he had brought with him to 
dalicia, and that, knowing his countrymen 
well, he had never had any intention of feeking 
a reinforcement, for he was aware the country 
at prefent was as heavily prefed as it was able 
to bear; that thofe who had gone home from 
£aftille would never return thither, and he was 
iearful they would difcourage any others from 
coming to his aid. Although he knew all this, 
he did not behave well to the king and barons 
of Portugal in hiding it from them. 

After refiding fome time at Oporto, he told 
the king, that many reafons urged him to re- 
turn to Bayonne and the Peridots; far that 
Fortngal, thongh ha was* sgrec s Mj received 



there by all, was not his own inheritance. He 
added, that as there were fo many ftrong places 
and cafttes in the archbilhoprick of Bordeaux* 
on the borders of Foix, Armagnac, beyond the 
Garonne and Dordogne, in Quercy, Perigord, 
Limoufin, Auvergne and other parts, which 
Were ftill attached to the Englifh, and whofe gar- 
rifons were carrying on a war under his name : 
It therefore was his duty to go thither, and give- 
them aid and advice, fliould there be occaiion. 
He was befides, when in Portugal, too remote 
to hear news from England; for the Englifti 
dread the voyage to Portugal, for its length and 
danger of meeting Caitillian, Galician or Seville 
veflfels, which cover that fea, either in going to, 
or returning from Flanders, with merchandife. 
For thefe and other reafons> the duke of Lan* 
caller made his preparations for departure; and 
when the galleys, which the king of Portugal 
had provided for him, under the command of 
his principal admiral Alphonfo Bretat, were 
ready, and the weather favourable, he and his 
duchefs took leave of the king, their daughter, 
and the barons of Portugal, and embarked and 
put to fea. They coafted the fhores, and, having 
wind and weather fair, arrived fafely at Bay- 
onne in a few days. The inhabitants of Bay- 
onne and the adjacent parts were much rejoiced 
at their arrival, for they defired greatly their 
coming, and waited on them to pay their re- 
fpects. News of the duke and duchefs being 
at Bayonne with their daughter was fpread far 
and near, and gave much pleafure to Bordeaux 
and the Bordelois. 
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Sir John Harpedon, fenefchal of Bordeaui* 
and the fenefchal des Landes, with other gen* 
tlemen of the country, fuch as the lord de Mu* 
cident, the lords de Duras, de Rofem, de Lan-- 
duras, de Chaumont, de l'Efparre, de- Copane, 
and feveral more of the principal barons and 
knights, paid their compliments to the duke. 
He received them kindly as they came, for 
they arrived feparately. All offered him fuch 
fervices and affection as are due to a lord. 

The duke refided this feafon at Bayonne. He 
frequently wrote to the king of England and to 
his brothers; but, for whatever he could urge, 
he had not any reinforcertient of men at arms or 
archers ; and, as things were then fituated, the 
duke of Lancafter and his concerns were totally 
difregarded. Thofe who had returned from 
Caftille gave fuch accounts as difcouraged others 
from going thither. They faid, c The voyage 
was fo long, a war with France would be far 
more advantageous. France has a rich Gountry 
and temperate climate, with fine rivers; but 
Caftille has nothing but rocks and high moun- 
tains, a fharp air, muddy rivers, bad meat, and 
wines fo hot and harfh there is no drinking 
them. The inhabitants are poor and filthy, 
badly clothed and lodged, and quite different 
in their manners to us, fo that it would be folly, 
to go thither. When you enter a large city or 
town, you expect to find every thing, but you 
will meet with nothing but wines, lard, and 
empty coffers. It is quite the contrary in 
France; for there we have many a time found, 
in the cities and towns, when the fortune of 
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war delivered them into our hands, fuch wealth 
and riches as aftoniflied us. It is fuch a war as 
this we ought to attend to, and boldly hazard our 
lives, for it is very profitable, and not in a war 
with Caftilleor Portugal, where there is nothing 
but poverty and lofs to be fuffered.' 

Such were the converfations of the Englifh 
who had returned from Caftille, fo that the mi* 
nifters who ruled the country, perceived that 
any expedition thither would be very ^popu- 
lar. The country was not as yet recovered from, 
the late troubles, which the executions of fir 
Robert Trefilian and others, and the flight of 
the duke of Ireland, had thrown it into. The 
Jjing had alfo new councilors, with whom he 
was not, at that time, well reconciled. AH 
thefe things prevented any attention being paid 
•> what related to the duke of Lancafter, who 
ftill refided at Bayonne* 

The fituation of England, with refpect to its 
internal divifions, the defperate ftate of the af- 
fairs of the duke of Lancafter, and all that re- 
lated to the duke of Ireland and his partifans, 
were perfectly known to the king of France and 
his council. To gain more information .on tfyefe 
fubjects, the king, by the adyice of his uncles, 
refolved to invite the duke of Ireland into France, 
and to. fend to him at Utrecht, where he refided, 
proper paflports for his coming thither, and for 
remaining as long as it fhould be the king's 
pleafure, and to return whenever the duke 
(hould pleafe. . It was neceflary to fend fpecial 

mefTengers, 
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tiAeffengers, and that his paflport fhould be* par- 
ticularly made out, otheftirife the duke wouhf 
hot quit Utrecht ; for he kiiew he was in the itf 
grapes (tf the lord de Coiicy, (who was A great 
baron* land of high birth in Frdnce) arid not 
Without caufe, for* to fay the truth; he had 
Very fbandaloufly treated his duchefs, the 
daughter of the lord de Cottey. 1*his certainly 
Was the principal re&fon that had blafied hi* 
character in Frttnde arid elfewhere ; for he' ifraf 
there sis much hated and defpifed as in Engj 
land. When this matter was difciiffed in the 
council of France* the lttrd de CJotUSy ftrottgly 
oppofed it • but they give fo many reafofrs fot 4 
the advantages that might be reaped frota the 
dike's coming, as to induce hint to yield: in- 
deed, as the king Willed it, he could not fay 
mote. 

The king, being young, was defirous tttfee the 
duke of Ireland, becaiife he had been told he 
Was a gallant kiiight, and that the king df 
England's lore for him had been unbounded; 
A knight and clerk, who was one of the king':* 
rtotaries, were fent to feek him. 

The duke of Ireland was very much aftoniftied 
When he firfl heard the king of France wiflied to 
fee him, and had many ideas what could be the 
caufe of it. Having considered the paflfport, lie 
found he might fafely go to the king in France 
laid return to Utrecht when he pleafed. He thei*e- 
fcfre left Utrecht, in company with thdfe who had 
fctett fent for him* and continued his journey until 

he 
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he arrived at Paris, for the king then refided at 
the caftle of the Louvre. The duke was w^ll de- 
ceived by the king and his uncles ; and the king 
was defirous he would fix his refidence in 
France, and had an hotel appointed for him to 
live and keep his ftate. He had wherewithal to 
do fo handfomely, for he had brought irhmenfe 
fums of money with him from England, and the 
conftable of France was ftill much indebted to 
him for the ranfom of John of Brittany, as the 
whole had not been paid. The duke of Ireland 
made frequent vifits to the king, who enter- 
tained him well, and he was invited to all the 
feaftsy tilts and tournaments. 



waammm 



CHAP. XXII. 

THE COUNCIL OF FRANCE DISAGREE, AS TO THE 
KING'S GOING INTO GERMANY, ON ACCOUNT 

1 OF THE STATE OF THE REALM.— THE DUKE 
OF BRITTANY STRENGTHENS HIS GARRISONS, 
AND FORMS ALLIANCES WITH ENGLAND AND 
THE KING OF NAVARRE. — THE ENGLISH RAISE 
A LARGE ARMY. 



YOU have before heard how the count d'Ef- 
tampes was fent by the duke of Berry into 
. Brittany, in the hopes of conciliating the duke 
of Brittany, and had returned unfuccefsful, to 
the great vexation of the duke of Berry, but 
more particularly to that of the king's council ; 
for , they knew the eageraefs of the king to ' 
Vol. IX. * L m^Oew 
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inarch to Germany, to revenge himfelf for the 
rude and outrageous challenge the duke of 
Gueldres had fent him. 

The wifeft of the council, forefeeing what * 
might happen, thought it would be too danger* 
ous for the king, at this moment, to leave the 
realm. They now clearly faw the duke of Brit- 
tany would not liflen to terms of accommoda- 
tion, and felt his conduct, in arrefting, confin- 
ing, and ranfoming the conftable for one hun- 
dred thoufand francs, . three caftles and a town, 
highly offenfive to the honour of France. They 
heard alfo, that the duke had entered into a 
ftrong alliance with the king of England, and 
was laying up ftores of all kinds in his different 
towns and caftles. He was feeking friends on 
all fides, fo that his barons and knights knew 
not how to act, (or at leaft the greater part) 
whether to go to France, or remain with the 
duke and abide the event; but they would 
never have taken arms againft France, for the 
knights and fquires of Brittany are too loyal 
Frenchmen to be induced to be guilty of fuch 
conduct. The council were feafful, and with 
reafon, fhould the king march to Germany with 
a large force, and he could not do otherwife, 
that the duke of Brittany would introduce the 
Englifh to his country, by Saint Malo, Saint 
Matthieu, Kemper, Treguier, Guerrande, Van- 
nes, or on fome other parts of the coaft, for they 
could not gain a better entrance into France* 
They were, therefore,- much puzzled, how they 
could, without compromifiog the king's honour 

and 
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, and that of the realm, bring about a reconcilia- 
tion with the duke. But fome of the council 
faid, c that it would be very blameable in the 
king to plit off his expedition for this duke of 
Brittany, who was not m after of his own coun- 
try; and he might be affured that the knights 
and barons of Brittany would never fide with 
him againft the king of France. Let the king, 
in God's name, undertake the expedition, and 
the constable, with his Bretons, rtiay flay at 
home to* guard the country.' This opinion was 
ably fupported in the council ; but others op- 

% pofed it, faying, c It cannot be don^, for the king 

will never undertake it without the con liable, as 

\ 7 

he knows more of war than any other knight/ 
Some argued, faying, c Let the king then re- 
main, and fend thither one of his uncles, for in- 
ftance my lord of Burgundy, with two thoufand 
* lances and feven thoufand lufly varlets ; for, as 
the war principally affects him, he is bound to 
go thither, from his connection with Brabant, 
which is the feat of war ; and he will be joined 
when in that country, by feven hundred fpears, 
^ndfrom twenty to thirty thoufand of the com- 
mon people.' — € What you fay is to no purpofe/ 
others replied, * for the king is determined to go, 
as commander in chief: he fays, fince he has 
been challenged, he will not refufe it. It i& 
proper he fhould therefore go; and, as he i$ 
young, the oftener he bears arms, the more will 
he like them/— ^ All this is well/ faid fome, 
*-J>ut who will be bold enough to advife the king 
to march fo far into Germany, and among fuctv 
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proud and crafty people ? The entrance may 
be eafy enough, but not fo the return; for, 
when they know that the king of France and his 
nobles are in the heart of their country, they 
will collect together at fome of the paffes they 
are acquainted with, and of which we are igno- 
rant, and completely deftroy us. They are the 
moft avaricious of mankind, and the moft cruej 
to their prifoners ; for, when they take any in 
war, they throw them into clofe dungeons, load- 
ed with fetters, and fuch like prifon furniture : 
they are cunning enough in thefe matters, in 
order to obtain a larger ranfom for them. They 
are in the higheft fpirits when they make cap- 
tive a nobleman or man of rank, , and carry him 
with them into Bohemia, Austria, or Saxony, 
and confine him in some uninhabited caftle, 
where you mull feek for him. Such people are 
worfe than Pagans or Saracens, for their extreme 
covetoufnefs robs them of all ideas of honour. 
Now, if you conduct the king to fuch a coun- 
try, and any melancholy event happen, and who 
can forefee what unfortunate accidents may not 
occur ? it will be faid that we have advifed him, 
like traitors* to his ruin, and not for the welfare 
of him or the kingdom. But, fhould the king 
perfift in this expedition (God defend the>ealm 
from harm !) whom will he take with him, and 
what nobles are to attend him? for he'muft be 
properly accompanied, and the country* being 
left empty of defenders, is inriik of total deftruc- 
tion. Who will now advife the king to under- 
take this matter in perfon?' — < What can be 

done 



.j 



/ 



149 
-done then ?' faid others in reply. c Why/ an- 
swered thofe whd;had more maturely confidered 
formatter 1 ,- and weighed, all the difficulties at- 
tending if*- .< c - let the king Ithink no more of it, nor 
fendi affliji) clonfiderable force thither. The duke 
of Gueldres is young and hot-headed, and puffed 
up jwfth I having challenged a kiijg,of France. 
It has r rib.t proceeded from any. folid underftand- 
ingj but from the felf-fufficiency of a young man, 
who 'wants to fly befoire he has wings. Since he 
has ferit his defiance, let him follow it up: the 
kingdom df France is large, and the moment he 
fliall enter it, whatever part it may be, the king 
will be inftantly informed of it, and have juft 
' caufe for calling on his Subjects for fupport, arid 
for marching to repel the invader, {hould he 
have remained in France, or for purfuing him 
into Germany. The king will, by fuch. con- 
duct, acquire honour for bimfelf and bis kingr- 
dom, at a much cheaper rat^than by marching 
into Gueldres. We have been informed, by 
thofe.well acquainted with the country, that 
there are four large rivers to pafs before you ar- 
rive at the duke's territories, and that the fmaJ- 
Jeft is as wide as the Loire at Nemours or la 
Chafite, and the country bad to march through, 
"and worfe to be quartered in. Now, thofe who 
pleafe ; may advife the king to undertake his ex- 
pedition through fuch a country.' 

Thjas* as I have faid, was the council divided 
\ refpecting this expedition to Gueldres, which 
• the king was very anxious to accomplish. In- 
deed, more progrefs would have been made to- 
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wards it, if they had not been afraid ef the 
chief that might come from Brittany; and this 
delayed it much. There was caufe for their 
fears ; for the duke, vrtio had received infohmat- 
tion of the challenge of the duke of Gueldres, 
and of the king's eagernefs to march ftg&inft 
him, was only waiting until the king had quit- 
ted the kingdom, to introduce the Englifh, With 
whom he had formed an alliance, into his duchy. 

The duke had, by his fubtle arts, gained over 
the principal towns to his intereft, fuch as 
Nantes, Vannes, Rennes, Treguier, Guerrande, 
Lamballe, St. Malo, and St. Matthieti de Fine 
Pdterne, but had failed in his attempts to gain 
the nobles. He hoped, indeed, they would ac- 
company the conftable into Germany, and give 
him freer fcopefor his war. He filled his towns 
and cailles with all forts of ftores, artillery and 
provifions, plainly (hewing he preferred war to 
peace. 

He had likewife formed a ftrict alliance with ' 
his brother-in-law, the young king of Navarre, 
and had promifed him, that if he fucceeded in 
his attempt to bring over a body of Englishmen 
at arms and archers, he would leiad them in- 
ftantly to Normandy, and recover for him all 
thofe towns and places the late king of France 
had won from his father by himfelf, or the lord 
de Coucy and others. The king of Navarre in- 
dulged in thefe hopes, and paid every refpectful 
compliment to the duke of Lancafter at Bay- 
onne, with whom he entered into an alliance. 

On the 7th day of April, in the year of grace 

1388, 



18, it was determined in tlic cmincil of the 
king of England, by the dukes of York and Glo- 
ceiler, that Richard earl of Arnndel mould be 
appointed commander in chief of a naval expe- 
dition. He was to have under him one thou- 
fand men at arms and three thoufand archers, 
who were to affemble at Southampton the 15th 
of May, when the fleet would be ready prepared 
to receive them, and it was fixed that thofe who 
were to accompany him were immediately to 
begin their march to Southampton. 

The king of England kept a grand feaft on St. 
George's day, this year, at Windfor, which was 
attended by a number of the lords, who were to 
accompany the earl of Arundel, and who there 
took leave of the king, the queen, his uncles 
and ladies. The whole of this armament were 
at Southampton, or in thofe parts, on the up- 
pointed day, and embarked on board the fleet 
the 20th day of May, when the weather was 
fine and clear. With the earl of Arundel were, 
the earls of Nottingham and Devonfhire, the 
lord Thomas Percy, the lord Clifford, fir John 
de Warwick, fir William Shellie, the lord Ca- 
mois, fir Stephen de Liberie, fir William Elm- 
ham, fir Thomas Moreaux, fir John d'Ambre- 
ticourt, fir Robert Sere, fir Peter de Montberry, 
fir Lewis Clanbow, fir Thomas Cook, fir Wil- 
liam Paulet, and feveral more: in the whole, 
there were one thoufand good men at arms and 
about three thoufand archers. They embarked 
nohorfes with them; for they hoped, if fuccefs- 
ful, to find horfes in plenty in Brittany. ' The 
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day they weighed anchor, the fea was fo calm 
andferene, that it was beautiful to behold. 
They made for the fhores of Brittany or Nor- 
, ro^ndy* with a determination to land no where 
elfe, unlefs other intelligence fliould be fent 
them/ They had in -their fleet fome light vef- 
fels (called Balniers Courfiers) which drew but 
little water, and thefe were fent in advance, to 
feck adventures, in the fame manner as knights 
and fquires, mounted on the fleeteft horfes, are 
ordered to fcour in front of an army, to fee if 
there are any ambufcades. We will, however, 
leave this army, and fpeak of the affairs of 
Gueldres and Brabant, and of the fiege of 
Grave. 



CHAP. XXIII. 



TlfE BRABANTERS LAY SIEGE TO THE TOWN OF 

GRAVE. — THE NONSTABLE OF FRANCE GAINS 

THE TOWNS OF SAINT M4LO AND SAINT MAT- 

. THIEU DE FINE PoTERNE, AND GARRISONS 

THEM WITH HIS MEN. 

T HAVE before given an account of the an- 

-*■ cient dukes of Gueldres, and how the el- 

# 

dest fon of the firft duke married Bertaldo of 
Mechlin's daughter, in order to redeem his in- 
heritance, and had mortgaged three of his caftles 
to the count de Mours, who, unable to regain 
the mtoney he had lent, had fold them to Win- 
ceflaus duke of Brabant for the fame fund, and 

all 
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all the fubfequent events to the time of duke 
William ofGueldres, fon of the duke of Juliets* 

This duke of Gueldres, finding he could no 
way fueoeed in recovering his before-mentioned 
three caitles on the Meufe, which had been part 
of his patrimonial inheritance, refolved to fecure 
himfelf the ponefiion of Grave from the Bra- 
banters. He bad married his ballard-daughter 
to the young lord of. Bruk, who claimed the 
town of Grave as lord paramount. There was 
an amicable treaty made between them, fuch as 
Jhould be made when tathers and children are 
concerned ; and the young lord of Bruk yielded 
to the duke all his claims on Grave, and the ter- 
ritories thereto belonging, in the prefence of the 
knights ofGueldres and Juliers. 

The duke of Gueldres gave him, in return, the 
town and territory of Breda, lituatcd on the river 
Merck, in the duchy ofGueldres, bordering on 
Holland, below Brabant. It had a handfome 
caftle : the town was extenfive and of much 
trade, but Grave was more valuable. The duke 
had made this exchange to ftrengthen himfelf 
againll the claim of the Brabanters; but the 
duchefs and her fubjects faid, that the lord of 
Bruk was only mortgagee in pofleffion, and that 
flie or her heirs might redeem it whenever they 
pleafed. The duke of Gueldres denied this, 
and hence arofe their mutual hatreds and wars. 

The Brabanters this year, in the month of 
Mav, came with a powerful force of barons, 
knights and fquires, to lay fiege to the town of 
Grave. They brought with them fpringalls, 
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and various other machines of attack, and they 
amounted altogether to forty thoufand men. 
There were almoft daily fkirmifhes at the har- 
riers. The town of Grave is fituated on the 
Brabant fide of the Meufe, over which there is 
a bridge that connects it with Gueldres. 

This fiege was a bold enterprife; hut great 
plenty was in the army of Brabant, and every 
thing was to be had there for money, and as 
cheap as at Bruffels. In thefe continual fkiiv 
mi flies at tne barriers, where the crofs-hows 
fbmetimes ventured, the fuccefs was variable, 
as muft always happe^when the parties are 
nearly equal. 

The duke of Gueldres was regularly informed 
of every thing that patted at the fiege, for he 
had fixed his refidence only four leagues off at 
Nimeguen. He wrote frequently to England 
for afiiflance, and was in hopes the armament at 
fea under the earl of Arund,el, fhould the winds 
prove favourable, would come to raife this fiege. 
He knew the town of Grave was ftrong,. and 
that it was amply fupplied with ffores and pror 
vifions, and could not be won by ftorm. As it 
could only be gained by capitulation, he felt 
afiured on that head, as he depended on the fi- 
delity of the inhabitants, that they would never 
defert him. This fiege, therefore, 1 ailed a very 
confiderable time. 

The earl of Arundel's fleet was ftill at fea, • 
and, though no landing had been attempted, it 
hovered along the coafts of Brittany and Nof? 
mandy, fo that the Normans, from St. Michael'* 

Mount 



155 

Mount along the (hore to Dieppe, Saint Valery, 
arid even Crotoy in Ponthieu, were much alarm- 
ed, and uncertain at what place they would dif- 
embfnk. All thefe fea-port towns were well 
provided with men at arms, by orders from the 
king of France, to oppofe any invafion. 

The marlhal de Blainville, who commanded 
on the coaft, fent the lord de Coucy , and the lord ' 
de Hambre, two great* Norman barons, to the 
town of Cacentan, which is fituated on the fea- 
fhore, and formerly belonged to Charles king of 
Navarre. The conftable of France took poffef- 
fion of the towns of Saint Malo, and Saint M$t- 
thien de Fine Poterne; and, as foon as he learnt 
the Englifh were at fea, he placed fufficient 
garrifons in both, in the name of the king of 
France. 

It was thought in France, that war would be 
declared againft the duke of Brittany. The 
knights and fquires faid, that this appearance of 
the Englifh fleet was another inftance of the 
duke's perfidy $ for, by their continued hover- 
ing along his coafts, it was clear that he had in- 
vited them thither. They never quitted their 
ftations, unlefs forced by ftrefs of weather, and, 
when favourable, returned to them again. 
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CHAP. XXIV; 

THE DUKE OF LANCASTER, HAS INTENTIONS OF 
MARRYING HIS DAUGHTER TO THE DUKE DE 
LA TOURAINE, BROTHER TO THE KING' 'OF 
FRANCE. — THE DUKE OF BERRY PROPOSES 
HIMSELF FOR HER HUSBAND.-^-TfeE DUKE OF 
LANCASTER IS MUCH SATISFIED THEREAT. >b 

I HAVE before faid that the dun of Lancas- 
ter had quitted Caftille and Portugal. His 
thoughts, on, the unfortunate event of his ex- 
pedition, were not very agreeable ; for he faw 
his hopes annihilated, and that fortune, as 
very often happens in worldly affairs, had fud- 
denly turned againft him, at a time when it was 
the leaft expected : for he had left England well 

* accompanied with men at arms, and with every 
expectation of finifhing his campaign in a dif- 
ferent manner. It was told him that his adver- 

_fary had regained, within .fifteen days after .he 
had left the country, all his cqnquefts, whjch 
had occupied him fix weeks. 

His army had been wafted away by ficknefe, • 
and he defpaired of any afiiftance from home ; 
for the Englifh were tired of this war, as it was 
at fuch a diflance, and the accounts they had 
heard of the country difguftcd them : befides, 
the duke knew that England was much troubled 
within itfelf. He forefaw little hope of amend- 
ment in his affairs; and though he faid not 
much on this fubject, he thought a great deal. 

At 
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At times, he compared himfelf and his expe- 
dition to the duke of Anjptt and his march to 
Naples ; for, when he fet out from France,, he 
was fo magnificently equipped, nothing was 
ever feen like to it, and attended by multitudes 
of knights, fquires and men at arms; but the 
end had been, that all were either killed or 
Tuined. * 

It was not furprifing that the duke, confider- 
ing his hopes were totally deftroyed, fhould be 
fometimes melancholy; for the count de Foix, 
who was'one of the wifeft princes, in converfa- 
tion with his knights, had declared the duke of 
Lancafter's expectations, in regard to the crown 
of Caftille, were completely at an end. The 
duke was, however, of a high fpirit, and fought 
{jonfolation in the profpect of the elevation of m 
his children. He had with him a handfome 
daughter, by the lady Conftance, daughter of 
don Pedro, in whofe right he had made war on 
Caftille : he, therefore, muling on this fubject, 
faid,~* If fortune is now unfavourable to me, 
it may be otherwife to my daughter, who i$ 
young and handfome, and by her grandfather 
and mother the true heirefs of Caftille. Some 
gallant prince of France may feek her in mar- 
, riage, either for the above right, or her high 
birth ; for (he may boaft that fhe fprings from 
the beft blood in Chriftendojn.' He would 
gladly have ha4 fome overtures made him from 
France on this head; for he knew the king had 
a younger brother, in the duke of TourainQ: 

• .■ '< - • ....■ • ."•' .:.■.■>;.,■:». c and/ 
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* and/ added the duke, ' we might, through this 
means, recover our inheritance of Caftille ; for it . 
has been folely through the aid of France that 
our adverfary has kept his crown : fhould that 
power turn againft him, which would be the cafe 
if a marriage took place with the. duke of Ton- 
raine, he muft fpeedily furrender his throne to 
my daughter. 1 

Such were the expectations the i duke of Lan- 
cafter flattered himfelf with, and his imagina- 
tions were in a way to be realized ; not, indeed, 
by the king of France's brother, but by one who 
was well qualified to change the face of affairs 
in Caftille, and who had the complete govern- 
ment of France, for without his confent nothing 
was done.: I mean the duke of Berry. 

You have before heard how he and his fon 
were made widowers nearly at the fan^e time. 
What I am about to relate, I know from, my 
own knowledge ; for I, the author of this book, 
was at the. time in the country of Blois, on the 
borders of Poitou and Berry, with my very dear 
and honoured lord, the count Guy de Blois, by 
whofe defire and encouragement this hiftory was 
undertaken. 

The duke of Berry had, among his other 
thoughts and plans, a defign to marry again. 
He frequently faid to thofe near his per fon, that 
a lord was nothing without a lady, nor a man 
without a wife. Thofe in whom he had the 
greateft confidence replied; c Very well, my 
lord, marry then your .fon John : your houfe 
will be more plea&nt, and better managed.'— 

< Ah/ 



* AU,' faid the duke, ' he is too young.' — ' That 
is nothing, my lord : do not you fee the count 
de Blois has married his Ion, who is of the fame 
age, with your daughter Mary?' — ' That is 
true,' anfwered the duke: 'well, name then a 
lady for him.' — 'We name the daughter of the 
duke of Lancafter.' The duke mufed a while, 
and was fome time before he made any reply, 
when, addreliing himfelf to them, he faid, — 
' You propofe marrying my fon John with my 
coniin, the daughter of the duke of Lancafter : 
by St. Denis, you have made me imagine that 
fhe will be an excellent match for myfelf, and I 
will fhortly write to the duke on the fubject. 
He refides, as I hear, at Bayonne; and I wilt 
fignily to him that fome of my council fed] 
very fpeedily wait on him to treat of this mar- 
riage with me, I fay : not for my fon John, 
whom I will marry elfewhere.' 

Thofe to whom he had fpoken, on hearing the 
above, burft out into laughter. * What do you 
laugh at ?' faid the duke. ' We laugh, my lord, 
becaufe it feems that you prefer to have a good 
tiling yourfelf, rather than give it your fon.' — 
1 By my faith, I am in the right ; for my fair 
coufin of Lancafter will not fo readily give his 
daughter to my fon as he will to me.' 

Letters were inftantly written, and fent to the 
duke of Lancafter. The meffengers, on their 
arrival at Bayonne, prefented the letters to the 
duke, who, having opened them and perufed 
their contents, was highly delighted, and made 
thofe who had brought them good cheer, giving 
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them to underftand, that their intelligence was 
very agreeable to him. The duke returned 
fuch anfwers by the meflengers as fhewed the 
propofal was very fatisfactory, and had given 
him much joy. 

The meflengers, on their return, found the 
duke of Berry in Poitou, but preparing to return 
to Paris ; for the king and the duke of Burgun- 
dy hg^d exprefsly fent for him, to confider of the 
Hate of Brittany. Having read the anfwer from 
the duke of Lancafter, which afforded him much 
pleafure, he determined to perfevere in the bu- 
finefs, although he could not defer his journey 
to Paris. He refolved, however, to proceed in 
it by the ftiorteft mode, and fent letters to one of 
knights, called fir Helion de Lignac, who at 
that time was fenefchal of la Rochelle, ordering 
him to place the town under the government of 
thofe he could depend upon, and then, without 
fail, to haften to him at Paris. 

Sir Helion, on receiving the duke's orders, 
fealed with his feal, and noticing the hafte in 
which he was fummoned to follow him,' loft no 
time in putting la Rochelle and its dependencies 
under the command of two valiant knights of 
Beauce, called fir Peter de Jouy Smd the lord 
Peter Taillepie. When this was done, he took 
the fhorteft road he could to join the duke, who 
he knew, from the tenor of his letter* would be 
impatient to fee him. 

We will return to the duke of Tuancafter at Bay- 
onne, and fay what were his thoughts on the pro- 
pofal from the duke of Berry. He was not will- 

' , ing 
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frig it fhould be kept fecret : on the contrary, 
'he published it every where, that his enemies 
might be alarmed, and the matter known in the 
court of his adverfary of Caftille. The duke, 
in confequence, wrote feveral letters, detailing 
the whole bufinefs, with copies of the ^iuke of 
Berry's propofals, and his anfwers ofconfent to 
the count de Foix, becaufe he knew there was 
a continual intercourfe of knights and fquires 
from all countries at Orth6s, going or returning 
to Caftille, or on pilgrimage to or from Sant 
Jago. He did the fame to the king of Navarre, 
who had married the king of Caftille's fitter, 
and by whom he had a numerous family, that 
the intelligence of this marriage might be more 
readily believed in Caftille than if told by com- 
mon report. He wrote alfo on the fame fub- 
ject to the king of Portugal, but was filent re- 
fpecting' it in his letters to the king and his 
brothers in England, for he knew the Englifh 
would not be pleafed at it : Indeed/ they gave 
proofs of their diflike to this marriage, as fooii 
as they heard of it, as I fliall relate when I am 
come tp that part of 'my hiftory ; but I muft 
now return to the duke of Brittany, as that 
matter preffes. 
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CHAP. XXV. 

THE LORD DE COUCY AND OTHER BARONS OF 
FRANCE ARE SENT TO THE DUKE OF BRIT- 
TANY. — BEFORE THEIR ARRIVAL HE HAD RE- 
STORED TO THE OFFICERS OF THE CONSTABLE 
THE PLACES HE HAD TAKEN FROM HIM. 

ON the duke of Berry's arrival at Paris, 
many councils were held by thofe moft in 
the confidence of the king and his uncles, ,fuch 
as the bifhops of Langres and Laon, the lord de 
Coucy and other privy counfellors, as well on 
the affairs of Gueldres, whither the king was 
ftill very defirous of going, as of Brittany $ fqr 
the duke would not accept of the advances that 
had been made him towards a reconciliation 
with France. They knew not whom they could 
fend to make another attempt, fince the for- 
mer negotiators had failed. The council were 
much troubled on this account, for they had 
learnt that the duke of Brittany had been bufily 
employed during the winter in victualling again 
and reinforcing all his towns and caftles, which 
plainly indicated his wifh to have been for war. t 

The wifeft of the council faid, — * You talk of 
going to Germany: you fhould rather go to 
Brittany, and deftroy that infolent duke, who 
holds in contempt the crown of France and re- 
fufes to obey its orders. You will not obtain 
any thing from him hy treaty : and his prefump- 
tion is fo great, he niuft be taught his duty : he 

neither 
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neither loves nor efteems any one but himfelf. 
It is clear, that if the king go to Germany, and 
leave the realm unprotected by men at arms, 
(and unlefs he be handfomely attended, he,need 
not think of it,) this duke will introduce thfe 
Englifli into bis country, and give them an en- 
trance to France. The appearances are now 
very ftrong that he will do fo; for there is a 
large Englifh fleet on his coafts, which never 
leaves them but when forced to it by ftrefs of 
weather, and when fair it returns ; fo that I fee 
no alternative • you muft have open : war or 
peace.' 

' It would v be well/ replied others, f that, we 
again fend to him the bishop of Langres and the 
cqiyit de St, Pol, for this laft is by marriage his 
brother-iii-law/* c Oh no, no,' interrupted fir ' 
Yves d'Onent: € if you will fend to him again, 
you cannot fend one more agreeable to him, 
n'orpf greater weight, than the lordde Coucy $ 
for iHey are ' connected by marriage, and have 
always Had a great affection for each otlier$ 
and to the lord de Coucy add whoinfoevjer you 
pleafe/' 

c Since you have made this propofal, fir Yves/ 
faid the duke of Burgundy, c name thofe H who 
yQU think should accompany the lordde Coucy/ 
'Willingly/ replied fir Yves: c if you pleafe, 
then, fir John de Vienne and the lord de la Ri- 
viere shall" go with Jiim. They are three very 
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t * JThe duke of Brittany and the count de St Pol married 
two daughters of Sir John jKhand, earl of Kent. 
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intelligent lords; and, if any can make him 
liften to reafon, they will. 

€ We agree to this/ faid the dukes of Berry 
and Burgundy. 

Although the three lords were inftructed what 
they were to fay, and how to act, and to ufe 
every amicable means to fettle the bufinefs, they 
did not quit Paris immediately. The duke of 
Brittany heard, before thefe noblemen left 
France, of their million, but thofe who had in- • 
formed him knew not the particulars they were 
charged with. He was confident, however, it 
related to matters of great importance, by the 
lord de^Coucy's appointment. He frequently 
meditated on the fubject, and * opened his 
thoughts to fome of the moll confidential of his 
council, for them to give him advice how tp 
act. 'It was commonly reported/ he faid, 
c that the duke of Lancafter was about marrying 
his daughter in France to the duke of Berry, 
and that matters had gone fo far that fir Helion 
de Ligiiac was ou liis road to Bayoime to con- 
clude the bufinefs with the duke, who was well 
inclined to it. Such a report furprifed him ex- 
ceedingly ; for the duke of Lancafter, who was 
his brother-in-law, had never written to him on 
the fubject, and all he knew; was from public 
rumour. This filence had not been ufual to him 
formerly, for whenever any of his affairs had a 
connection with France, he regularly had in- 
formed him of them/ 

His council replied,—^ Sir, you muft alter 
vour plans, whatever thejr may be, or you may 

be 
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be too great a lofer, and bring detraction on your 
country. This you should dread ; for what oc- 
cafion have you to go to war fince ydti are now 
$t peace, and they are begging you to remain 
fo ? Your lady is far gone with child, and you 
should pay attention that in her fituation she be 
not alarmed. The king of Navarre can give 
you but little fupport, for he has enough to do 
himfelf. The duke of Lancafter is a valiant and 
wife prince; but he marries, as they fay, his 
daughter to the duke of Berry. This will be 
the foundation for a long peace between France 

.and England, and various treaties will be formed 
in confequence. You will fee shortly the king 
of CaftiHe driven from his throne ; for, as the 
French feated him on it, the/ can as eafily de- 
throne him : indeed, more eafily, for they will 
have the aid of the duke of Lancafter and the 
English. We have in truth heard, that the lord 
de Coucy, the admiral of France and the lorji 
de la Riviere are coming hither, and you may 
fuppofe it muft be on affairs of the greateft con- 
fequence to the king and kingdom, or on the 
matter of the conftable of France, whofe caufe 
the king has warmly efpoufed. They are pro- 
bably ordered to know pofitively what are your 
intentions, and if you perfift in your former 
opinions. Should this laft be the cafe, we fup- 
pofe (for one may judge tolerably well from ap- 
pearances) that the immenfe force, now ru- 
moured to be deftined againft Gueldres, will be 
turned againft you. No^jjjponfider from whom 
you may expect affiftajxce, should war be de^ 
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clared by France, as it moil certainly will be 
unlefs you confent to a reconciliation/ should 
the 1 duke of Lancafter marry his daughter to the 
dukeof Berry; and this he will do, for where 
cart he ally himfelf better in regard to the re- 
covery of his inheritance ? The majority of pre- 
lates, barons, knights and principal towns of the 
duchy are in oppofition to you. We therefore 
fay, fince youafk our advice, that it is at this 
moment more than ever requifite for you to con T 
fider well your fituation, and to avoid rifking' 
the lofs of your country, which has coft you fit) 
much labour aijd blood to gain. We know how 
great your hatred is to fir Oliver de Cliffon, and 
that you have mutually shewn your diflikes to 
each other; but you mull foften it fome little, 
at leaft in appearance, for fince the king of 
France, his uncles and barons have taken up his 
quarrel, they will fupport him: he is and will 
continue their conftable. Had the late king 
been alive, who loved him fo much, and you 
had acted the fame, we know it would have 
coft the king half his kingdom, but he would 
have made you fuffer for the injury done him. 
The prefent king, his fon, is young, and does' 
not pay that attention to affairs which may be 
expected from him, if he live, ten years hence : 
he is coming on the liage, and you are going 
off. Should you, therefore, engage in a new 
war with France, after all we have faid, it will 
be contrary to our opinions, and to thofe of 
every man who has any attachment to you. 
Yqii muft diiTembie at prefent what your real 
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inclinations may be. What is to you the Hold- 
ing thefe caftles from fir Oliver de ClifTon, which, 
form part of his inheritance, confidering the 
manner in which you gained them ? and, whe- 
ther you have peace or war, they will coft you 
moref to guard for three years than ever you will 
gain from them in twelve. . Give them back, 
therefore, handfomely; and when the rumour 
fhall he fpread abroad; for there is no fire with- 
out fmoke, that you have fo done of your own 
free-will, you will pacify the anger of many, 
and greatly pleafe the duke of Burgundy, who 
has "never interfered fo much in this bufinefs as 
he' might, had he fo pleafed, through the good 
offices of your coufin the duchefs of Burgundy : 
this we know for fact. She has a numerous fa- 
mily, who are now your neareft relations: 
recollect, therefore, whence your origin, and 
who are your connections, and do not ef- 
trange " yourfelf from thofe with whom you 
ought to be more ftrongly united: it will be 
madnefs if you do, and you will be undeferving 
pity for what confequences may enfue. Have 
no connection with England : the Englifh have 
fufficient employment at home. They will 
make you great proteftations of friendlhip, in 
order to take their advantage of it, and nothing 
more : this you know, for you were in your 
youth brought up among them/ 

The duke was much (truck on Hearing fuch 
very forcible reafoning, and remained fome time 
leaning over a window that opened into a court, . 
without making any replp. His council were 
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{landing behind him ; and, after fome mufing, 
Returned round and faid, — c I perceive clearly 
ttyat you have well and N honeftly advifed me. I 
want nothing but good counfel, and yet how 
can I pretend to cherifli love where I only feel 
hate? How can I ever love fir Oliver de CI i (Ton, 
who has given me fuch repeated caufes for ha- 
tred? and the thing I moil repent of in this 
world is, the not having put him to death when 
I had him in my caftle of Ermine. ? 
>. *In the name of God, fir/ replied thofe near 
him, c had you put him to death, you could 
never have poffeffed yourfelf of his eftates, for 
there is an appeal from this duchy to the par- 
liament of Paris- John of Brittany and the fon 
of the vifcount de Rohan are his heirs by mar- 
riage with his two daughters, and would of 
right have fucceeded to his eftates ; and you are 
much blamed for what you have already done 
refpectitig the three caftles, by their friends in 
France. The conftable has made his complaints 
-to the chamber of parliament at Paris, where 
fentence will be given againftyou, for you have 
no one there to make anv defence for what he 
may accufe you of. When you fhall have loft 
this caufe, fir Oliver de Cliffon and his heirs will 
be intitled to follow up the judgment by force 
of arms •> and, Ihouldthe king and country take 
part in afiifting them, you muft have a greater 
power than we know you have at this moment to 
make any refiftance. It will therefore be more 
ito your advantage, if, while this matter is 
pending, you furrender up thefe caftles, and be 

thanked 
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thanked for fo doing, rather than wait until 
judgment be given againft you, with heavy da- 
mages. You will alio regain the good will of 
your, fubjects, which is certainly worth having, • 
and live in peace with thofe whofe affections 
. you fhould wifti to preferve; J mean the king 
of France, who is your Sovereign and natural 
.lord, and my lord of Burgundy and his chil- 
dren your coufins. You have feen an example 
in your own time in the late earl of Flanders, 
your coufm-german, who, though a valiant 
and wife prtfice, was, through extraordinary 
events, at the latter 4ggd of his days, nearly 
driven out of his inheritance ; but, by humbling 
himfelf to the king of France and his uncles, 
. they affifted him in the recovery of his country.' 

( Well/ replied the duke, c I fee fince I have 
afked your advice, it will be proper for me to 
.■ follow what you have faid.' 

I believe every thing went on well afterwards; 
at leaft, fuch were the appearances; for the 
duke of Brittany, who had hitherto kept pof- 
fefllon of the conftable's caftles, now remanded 
his men from them, and gave up their pofleflion 
to the officers of fir Oliver de ClifTon. This 
was the firfl act of moderation on his part : 
but it did not fatisfy the king nor council of 
France, who infiftcd on the reflitution of the 
money that had been paid as part of the ran- 
fom, and that the duke fhould come to Paris. 
and perfonally tnake excufes for his conduct to 
the king, in the prefence of the peers of France, 
and fubmit to fuch punifliment as the king and 

hi* 
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his peers might, after great ^liberation, ad- 
judge him. 

The three envoys to Brittany were well pleafed 
when they heard of the reftitution of the con- 
ftable's catties, and the lord de Coucy faid, — 
' Now, gentlemen, we have one obftacle the lefe 
to furmount, and I fuppofe the duke will liften 
ta what we may have to fay to him.* 

I was told, that before thefe three barons left 
Paris, the dukes of Berry and Burgundy held 
feveral private confultations with them, and re- 
commended them to ufe every gentle method to 
bring matters to a favodlfcble conclufion, in pre- 
ference to harlh ones; and to prevail on the 
duke to come to Paris, or at leaft half way to 
the town of Blois, where they would meet him 
and hold a conference together. The three ba- 
rons, Who were prudent and had received their 
full instructions, faid, they would ufe their ut- 
moft endeavours to comply with their wifhes. 
On leaving Paris, they continued their journey 
until they came to the city of Rennes in Brit- 
tany, where, on afking for the duke, they learnt 
he was at Vanncs, whither they went. 

Their coming was already known in the 
houfehold of the duke, for they had fent for- 
ward fervants to prepare their lodgings. The 
duke had affembled his council and the princi- 
pal bar6ns of Brittany near his perfon, to fhew 
them the more honour. They were well re- 
ceived on their entering Vannes, by the knights . 
and others of the duke's houfehold, who had 

gone 
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gone forth to meet them, and in particular by 
the lord de Laval, who refided there. 

They difmounted at their lodgings, and, hav- 
ing drefled and refrefhed themfelves with what 
they there found, re-mounted their horfes, and 
rode to the caftle de la Motte, the refidence of 
the duke, who met and received them with 
much joy, telling them they were welcome, for 
- that he was very happy in feeing them. He 
took the lord de Coucy by the hand, and fhewed 
him much kindnefs, faying, — ' Fair brother, 
you are welcome : I rejoice to fee you in Brit- 
tany : before you leave me, I will give you fine 
fport with hunting Hags, and in hawking/ 
f Dear brother and lord,' replied the lord de 
Coufcy, <I thank you; and v I and my compa- 
nions will cheerfully partake of them.' 

The duke fhewed them every attention, and 
conducted them, laughing and joking, to his 
apartments, where they amufed themfelves with 
much cheerfulnefe, as great lords are accuftom- 
ed to do who have not feen each other for fome 
time. All four knew how to keep up a brilli- 
ant converfa,tion as well, if not better than any 
lords lever favv, not excepting the duke of Bra- 
bant, the count de Foix, nor the count de 
Savoy; and, in particular, the lord de Coucy 
(hone above all others, as was acknowledged by 
all lords and ladies, in whatever country he had 
vifited, whether France, England, Germany, 
Lombardy, or any other places. He had feen 
much of the world, and had travelled to vari- 
ous parts, to which he.was naturally inclined. 
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During the time thefe lords werQ in converfa- 
tion, fpices were .brought in handfome , filver 
comfit boxes, and fine wines in gold and filver 
cans. The lords partook of both, and fhortly 
after took leave and returned to their lodgings. 
Thus pafled the firft day, without one word 
being faid of the caufe of their coming; 
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WHILE HELION DE LIGNAC, AMBASSADOR FROM 
THE bUKE OF BERRY TO THE DUKE OF LAN- 
CASTER, IS NEGOTIATING THE MARRIAGE 
WITH HIS DAUGHTER, THE. KING OF CAS- 
TILLE SENDS AMBASSADORS PRIVATELY TO 
BREAK IT OFF, AND TO DEMAND THE LADY > 
IN MARRIAGE FOR HIS SON. — HELION DE LIG- 
NAC IS SENT AWAY, THE DAY OF THEIR AR- 
RIVAL, WITH SOME TRUCES RESPECTING THE" 
FRONTIERS OF AQUITAINE. 

WE will now return to fir Helion de Lig- 
nac, who had been fent by the duke of 
Berry to the duke of Lancafter. The knight 
arrived fafely at Bayonne, and, having dif- 
mounted at his inn, made himfelf ready to wait 
on the duke, who had already been informed 
c£ his arrival, and, as a mark of honour, had 
fent two of his knights to vifit him at his hotel, 
and to conduct him to hinu 

Sir Helion, on being introduced to the duke, 
faluted him very profoundly, as was proper* 

and 



173 
and he knew well how to acquit himfelf. The 
duke received him moft honourably, raifed him 
up in his arms, and took him by the hand to 
lead him into an apartment, for they had met 
in the hall. Sir Helion then gave him the letters 
he had been charged with from the duke of 
Berry. The duke, having opened and read 
them, advanced towards fir Heli6n, who de- 
clared the bufinefs he had been fent on. The 
duke very courteoufly replied, and faid to fir 

Helion, he was welcome ; that the matter he 
was come to treat 9a was of fuch importance, 
it was neceflary he fhould deliberate with his 
council thereon, and that he could not inftantly 
jjive him a decided anfwer. 

Sir Helion de Lignac remained at Bayonne 
with the duke of Lancafter and his knights up- 
wards of a month, and was treated moft kindly 
"by words and otherwife, and ipade to -under- 
stand that the duke was not unwilling to accept 
of the duke of Berry's propofals y but this was 
«ot the fact, for all thefe fine fpeeches and de- 
lays were fictions, and folely ufed to give more 
publicity to what was going forward, more ef- 
^pecially that it fhould be known in the kingdom 
of Caftille, for there his affections were placed. 
• The duke of Lancafter faid to fir Helion, thajt 
if his eoufin of Berry married his daughter, he 
muft unite all his force with him to wage war 
on his idverfary of Caftille, that his daughter's 
. inheritance might be recovered. Sir Helion, in 
reply, faid, — c My lord, I am not charged to 
fay any thing refpecting this matter: you % will* 
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beibre my departure, write dawn what you ex- 
pect, and I will carry it to the duke of Berry> 
whofe affection is, I know, fo ftrong towards 
you, that he will enter into all reasonable alli- 
ances you may propofe.' * We wifl* for nothing 
more,' faid the duke. Things remained in this 
ftate during the time of fir Helion's refidence 
at Bayonne, where he was gaily entertained ac- 
cording to the orders the duke had given. 

In the mean while, news of this intended mar- 
riage was every where fpread abroad ; and,, v in 
particular iti was carried to the court of king 
John of Caftille by thofe who ftiid,^ c Do you 
know what is going forwards ? There are import- 
ant treaties negotiating with the dukes of Berry 
and Lancafter, for a match between the duke 
of Berry and the lady Catherine; and, if this 
be concluded, as there feems every probability, 
it will not be done without ftrong alliances being 
made ; between them. The duke of Berry has 
■at this moment great power: he is the elder 
uncle of the king of France, and takes the lead 
in the government of that country. He wift 
fucceed in whatever he rtiay propofe, as to 
peace or long truces with England : and, on the 
other hand, the duke of Lancafter ftahds in the; 
fame relation to the king of England, is wife 
&nd of great power ; and, as it fhould fe'em, 
the Englifh are tired of war. If therefore, by 
means of this connection with France, a firrfi 
peace fliould be eftablished w r ith ETngland, We 
shall have the war to fupport alone ; for this 
duke of Lancaster will not give up tamely lii's 

claims 
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claims on Castille, but, on the contrary, -infift 
on eftablishing them, as his daughter's lawful 
N inheritance and dower. We shall thus have 
war with France and England.' 

Thofe most in the confidence of the king of 
Castille faid to frim,— c Sire, have you heard the 
rumours that are abroad ? You had never fuck 
need of good advice as at this moment. The 
dangers from the duke of Lancaster are thicker 
than ever, and the blast comes from France/ 
c How ! ' replied the king : ' what do you mean ? ' 
c In the name of God, fir, the report is everj 
where current, that the duke of Berry is tp 
marry the duke of Lancaster's daughter, and 
you may fuppofe this will not be done without 
great alliances being made between them ; and 
you may in future fuffer as much from the 
French as you have lately gained by them.' 

The king on hearing this, was very penfive, 
for he knew wh^t they had faid was true. He 
demanded advice from thofe who had ever been 
attached to him, how, in fuch a circumstance, 
.he ought to act, and they gave him loyal and 
good counfel, as I will relate. 

You have before heard, in this history, ho\y 
king Henry of Castille had made his peace wit& 
the king of Arragon, on condition that his fon 
John, the prefent king of Castille, married his 
daughter. This marriage brought peace to tlje 
two countries. King John had one fon by this 
lady, who shortly after died ; and then, by the 
a,dvice of his council, he married again with 
the lady Beatrice, daughter to the king of Por- 
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ttigal. The ion, by the princefs of Arragon, 
was n promifing youth, though very young. 

The council of CastiHe, in reply to the king's 
demand, faid, — c Sire, we can only fee one re- 
medy to avert the evils that may be confequent 
to this marriage with the duke of Berry.' c What 
fe it?* asked the king. ' It is the infant don 
Henry your fon, who is alone capable of pre- 
venting this match ; for we are perfuaded, that 
if the duke and duchefs of Lancaster were in- 
formed you were willing to unite him with the 
lady Catherine, they would prefer him to the 
duke of Berry.' f In God's name,' anfwered 
the king, 'you fay well, and I will instantly 
fet about it ; for our fubjects will be, quite fatis- 
*fied, that by fuch a marriage they will have 
peace with England on fea and land. Now, 
confider of the most proper perfons to fend to 
treat with the duke of Lancaster.' 

* Sire, it is neceffary you should, in this mat- 
ter, employ thofe of the greatest prudence and 
fagacity, and that it be treated with the ut- 
most fecrecy, lest you incur the hatred of the 
king of France. Great jealoufies are now abroad, 
and perfons are more eager to report fcandal 
than good actions, for evil reports are fooner 
made public than others. When it shall be told 
to the court of France that you are in treaty with 
the duke of Lancaster, they will wish to know the 
fubject and the particulars, lest it may prejudice 
the strong alliance the late king, your father, of 
worthy memory, entered into with them, and 
on which account the French have affisted you 

in 
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in your wars. You muft, therefore, fend to the 
duke of Lancafter wife and difcreet perfons, that 
the matter may be fecretly treated, and kept 
private uijtil all things be completely fettled.' 

€ What you have faid is right/ replied the king : 
c now name thofe whom you think capable of 
accompliftiing the matter/ 

. c Sire/ faid they, c we will fend your confeffor, 
father Fernando de Torre, aijd the bifhop of 
Geghene*; who was confeifor to the late king, 
and Peter Gardelempos, who is a great orator/ 
*• Be it fo then/.anfwered the king: c I confent, 
let (hem be fent for, and inftructed what they 
are to fay, and how to act ; for formerly, when 
there was a treaty of peace in agitation*, they 
Were not liftened to by the duke of Lancafter, 
who infifted, as a preliminary, that I Ihould lay 
down my crown, and this 1 will never do/ 

The three above-mentioned perfons were fum- 
moned to Burgos-, where the king refided, and 
told from him on what object they were to be 
fent to Bayonne, to treat with the d.uke of Lan- 
cafter. They profeffed themfelves willing to un- 
dertake it to the beft of their abilities, and fet 
out on their journey with few attendants, not like 
to ambafladors going to form alliances, for they 
were not certain what fuccefs they fhould have. 
On entering Navarre, they made for Pampeluna,. 
the refidence of the king, who had married the 
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king of Caftille's lifter. She entertained them 
kindly, but they did not difcover to her, nor to 
the king, the caufe of their journey. They paffed 
over the mountains of Pampeluna and Roncef- 
valles, through the country of the Bafques, and 
arrived at the good town of Bayonne. 

At the time of their arrival, fir Helion de Lig- 
nac was ftill there, but made no long flay after- 
Wards ; for father Fernando, the king of CaftiHe's 
' confeffor, waited privately on the duke of Lan- 
cafter, as better acquainted with him than the 
others, and gave him to underftand the caufe of 
their coming, and by whom they were fent. 

The duke, on hearing this, opened hi? ears, for 
the intelligence was highly agreeable to him, and 
bade father Fernando a hearty welcome. This 
fame day he gave fir Helion de Lignac leave to 
depart ; and it feems to me that the duke con- 
fented to a truce for thofe who were carrying on 
the war under his name in the fenefchalfhips of 
Aquitaine, BigorreJ, Touloufe and other places, 
comprehending all within the river Loire, but 
not beyond it, to laft until the firft day of May 
1889. This truce had been re^uefted^by the duke 
of Berry, that his people might pafs and repafs 
from him to the duke of Lancafter with greater 
fecurity ; »for thofe of Mortagne fur mer, Boute- 
viile, and the garrifons in Quercy, Perigord, and 
on the Garonne, were very cruel, fparing hone, 
and acknowledging no lord. It was to keep thefe 
people in better order that the duke of Berry had 
folicited a truce, which was well obferved. 

Sir 
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Sir Helion ae Lignac left the duke of Lancafter 
on terms of the ftrongeft affection, and he feemed 
fenfible things were in the train he wifhed them, 
for the duke feemed very well fatisfied with what 
the duke of Berry had offered. He had indeed 
declared, that he never could marry his daughter 
in France without the cenfent of his nephew the 
king of England and the Englifh council; but 
matters were now fo far advanced, he feemed to 
think there would not be any great difficulty to 
obtain them. On thefe affurances, fir Helion 
returned to France, delivered letters from the 
duke of Lancafter to the duke of Berry, and re- 
lated to him all that had paffed ; with which he 
was much fatisfied. 

We will now fpeak of the ambaffadors from 
Caftille. Thefe were indeed cordially liftened to 
by the duke and duchefs, for their hearts were 
wrapped up in their hopes of regaining the crown 
for themfelves or their child. They were very 
kindly received on their introduction at the caf- 
tle by the duke and duchefs, to whom they 
delivered their credential letters, and explained 
the object of their miffion. They firft propofed a 
treaty of peace with Caftille, which the father- 
confeffor difcourfed mUch on, in the apartment of 
the duke where only the duchefs was prefent, who 
interpreted to the duke what he did not under- 
iland, as fhe had in her youth been educated in Caf- 
tille and understood the language perfectly well. 

The duke of Lancafter, at this firft interview, 
did not difcover his real fentiments, although he 

N8 «A*x- 
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entertained them well, but faid it would be diffi- 
cult to exchange fuch hatred for peace, and to 
eftablifh it with one whom they wanted to disin- 
herit, and that it was not his intention to relin- 
quifh his claim to the crown of Caftille. The 
friar and bifhop replied, ( that there was one 
means of reconciling his right and the right of 
their lord and king; and, my lord, we have 
found it.' € What is it?' faid the duke, 'Sir, you 
have by your lady a beautiful daughter, of an. 
age to marry, and our lord of Caftille has a 
handfome and young fon: if an union ^between 
thofe two Could be brought about, the kingdom of 
Caftille would have peace for ever ; for what you 
claim will fall where it ought, to your own heir, 
who is the lineal defcendant from our kings of 
Caftille j and all the fatigues you have undergone^ 
in this war muft have been for the ultimate fuc- 
ceffion of this young lady.* 

c That is true,' replied the duke; s but I muft 
have my expenfes reimbursed, for I would have 
you know that my expedition to Caftille has coft 
England and me upwards of five hundred thou- 
fand francs. I (hould like, therefore, to hear 
what you fay of repayment.' c My lord,' faid the 
confeffor, c if what we have propofed fhall be 
agreeable to you, we will manage all other 
things to your perfect fatisfaction.' 

c Your coming hither/ replied the duke, c has 
given us pleafure ; and I fhall certainly marry my 
daughter, before I return to England, to Caftille 
or France, as I have had propofals from thence ; 

•but ' 
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but matters like thefe are of fuch importance, 
that an anfwer • cannot be given at the firft 
overture. — With regard to my daughter, whom 
I confider as the rightful heirefs of Caftille, I 
would be well acquainted with him who fhould 
marry her/ c That is but reasonable, my lord,' 
faid the confeffor. 

Thus, as I haye related,,, were the propofals of 
marriage made from France and Caftille, to the 
duke of Lancafter, for the marriage of his 
daughter. They were both well received, re- 
fusals made to neither, and the ambaffadors well 
entertained. The marriage, however^ with Caf- 
tille was more agreeable to the duke and duchefs, 
becaufe their daughter would in due time become 
queen of Caftille. 

We will now leave the duke of Lancafter, and 
return to the affairs of Brittany. . 
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CHAP. XXVII. 

THE DUKES OF BERRY AND BURGUNDY LE^V^ 
PARIS FOR BLOIS, TO HOLD A CONFERENCE 
WITH THfe DUKE OF BRITTANY, WHO MEETS 
THEM THERE. — THEY PERSUADE HIM, AGAINST 
HIS INCLINATION, TO COME TO PARIS. 

a 

TIJE duke of Brittany, as I have faid, received 
the French knights with much kindnefs, 
pore particularly the lord de Coucy, whom he 
had been defirous to fee. I was informed at the 
tipie, the lord de Coucy was the moft inftrumen- 
tal in making the duke change his mind: not 
but that fir John de Vienne and the lord de la 
Riviere exerted themfelves to the fame purpofe, but 
all princes, when they are entreated, will natu- 
rally incline to fome perfons more than others. 

The duke of Brittany confented, with great 
difficulty, to meet the dukes of Berry and Bur- 
gundy at Blois : after many fair fpeephes, he faid 
he would go thither, but not one ftep farther. 
The lord de Coucy replied, that they afked no* 
thing more, unlefs it ftiould be perfectly agreed- 
able to him. Thefe three lords ftaid with the 
duke of Brittany I know not how many days, 
p,nd then returned to the dukes of Berry and 
Burgundy to tell them their fuccefs. 

Upon 
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for going to meet the duke of Brittany at Blois, 
and fent before all purveyances fuitable to their 
rank. The duke of Berry arrived firit at the caf- 
tle, where he wa^ kindly received by the countefs 
ot Blois, his fori and. her daughter, as was be- 
coming bim and them. 

Count Guy de Blois was not at this time in the 
country, but at Chatel Regnaud, and, as the 
countefs and her children were at home, he paid 
no attention to the arrival of the duke of Berry. 
The duke of Burgundy came in a grand ftyle, 
accompanied by his fon-in-law, lord William of 
Hainault, count d'Oftrevaut, and his fon John of 
Burgundy, called count deNevers. The duke was 
alfo lodged in the caftle, and held there his court. 

The duke of Brittany came laft, but with no 
great array, attended only by thofe of his houfe- 
hold, in number about three hundred horfe ; for 
it was his intention to return to his own country 
as foon as thefe conferences ihould be over, Such, 
however, were not the intentions of the other 
dukes; for they faid, whether he would or not 
they would force bim to come to Paris. The 
duke of Brittany was lodged at the houfe of a 
canon of St. Sauveur, within the caftle ; but his 
attendants, with thofe of the other lords, were 
quartered in the town. Thefe princes kept their 
ftate in the caftle, which is large, and one of the 
handfomeft in the kingdom of France. 

Conferences were held between the three dukes ; 

and thofe of France gave handfome entertain 

ments 
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ments to the duke of Brittany, (hewing him much 
affection, and .repeatedly thanking him for com- 
ing to Blois. The duke diffembled as well as he 
could, and faid, that indeed it was from his love 
to them he had undertaken fuch a journey, for 
that he was very unwell. In the courfe of their 
converfations they told the duke of Brittany, 
that fince he had come fo far, he would have done 
nothing if he did not continue his journey to 
Paris, for the king was very anxious to fee him. 
The duke made every excufe for not complying 
with this propofal, faying his health was too bad 
to go fo far; that he had not brought any attend- 
ants with him, but fimply thofe of his houfehold, 
meaning to return home directly. 

They kindly anfwered, that, begging his par- : 
don, it would not be decorous for him to vifit his 
lord paramount with too large a company ; that 
if he were too ill to ride, they were provided 
with litters and cars that fhould be at his fendce; 
and that he was bound to pay his homage to the 
king, which he had never yet done. 

The duke of Brittany, in excufe, faid, that 
when the king (hould be of age, and take the reins 
of government, he would come to Paris, or to any 
other place whither he might order him^ to per- 
form his homage, for he was bounden fo to do. 
The dukes of Berry and Burgundy replied, that 
he was of fufficient age and underftanding to re- 
ceive homage; and that every lord of France, and 
all who held fiefs under the crown, excepting 
himfelf, had done their homage, for the king was 

now 
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now in his twenty-firft year. The duke of Brit- 
tany, finding his excufes of no avail, faid.— 'Should 
I go to Paris, it will be much againft my incli- 
nation, and very prejudicial to my interefts; for, 
when there, I (hall meet fir Oliver de Clifibn, 
whom I hate, and we can never cordially love 
each other after what has pafled: he will make 
me bitter and injurious reproaches, and confider 
what may be the confequences.' ' Oh nc*,' an- 
fwered the two dukes, but in particular the duke 
of Burgundy, ' fair coufin, have no fear from that 
quarter; for we folcmnly fwear to you, that nei- 
ther the conftable nor John of Brittany, unlefs you 
vviih it, (hall fee or fpeak with you : of this be af- 
fured: but you (hall fee the king, who is anxious 
for it, and the barons and knights of France, who 
will make you good cheer; and when you have 
completed the object of your journey, you fliall 
return home without hindrance or hurt.' 

Why fliould I make a long ftory ? The duke of 
Brittany was fo fweetly entreated, that he con- 
tented to go to Paris; but he infilled that he 
mould Tiever fee the conltable of France nor John 
of Brittany, and that they fhould never be in the 
fame company with him. The two dukes fo- 
lemnly pledged themfelves to all hisrequefts; and 
on their faith he engaged to fet out for Paris, 
They remained five or fix days in the caftle of 
Blois, and alternately gave grand entertainments 
to each other, the countefs and her children. 

Every thing having been fo fettled, the two 
duke took leave of the duke of Brittany and re- 
turned 
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turned to Paris; but the lord William of Hainault 
4id not accompany his father-in-law, the duke of 
Burgundy. He attended the countefs of Bloi? 
and her family to chatel Regnaud, to vifit count 
Guy de filois, where he was kindly received aqd 
entertained for three days, when he took leave 
of them and went to Paris, by way of Chateau- 
dun* and Bonnevalf. 



CHAP. XXVIII. 

LEWIS OF ANJOU, SON TO THE LATE DUKE OF 
ANJOU, UNCLE TO KING CHARLES VL MAKES 
HIS PUBLIC ENTRY INTO PARIS AS KING OF 
SICILY. — THE DUKE OF BRITTANY COMES 
THERE SHORTLY AFTER. — THOMAS HAPUR- 
GAN, AN ENGLISHMAN, AND JOHN DES BARRES, 
A FRENCHMAN, PERFORM A DEED OF ARMS BE- 
FORE THE KING OF FRANCE AT MONTEREAU 
SUR YONNE^. 

THE duke of Brittany went to Beaugency, on 
the Loire, where he made bis preparations 
for going to Paris. But before he cajtye thither, 



* Chateau-dun, an ancient town in Bcauce, diocefe of Bloia, 
twelve leagues from Chartres, thirty-four from Paris. 

f Bonneval, a town in Beauce, four leagues from Chateau- 
dun. 

% Montereau fur Yonne, a town in Brie, feven leagues from 
Melup, twenty and a half from Paris. 

there 
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there arrived the queen of Sicily and Jerufalem, 
widow of the late duke of Aujou, who had borne 
the title of king of thoi'e countries, as well as of 
Naples. She had brought with her her young fon 
Lewis, who throughout France was acknow- 
ledged as king of Naples, and was likewife ac- 
companied by her brother, John of Brittany. 

Before fhe entered Paris, flie fignified to her 
brothers, the dukes of Berry and Burgundy, her 
arrival, with her fon Lewis, their nephew, and 
defired to know whether he mould make his en- 
try as king, or fimply as duke of Anjou. The 
two dukes, having confidered the matter, fent for 
anfwer, that they defired he would make his 
entry as king of Naples, Sicily, and Jerufalem, 
although he was not as yet in poffcflion of thefe 
kingdoms; for they would affift him, and prevail 
on the king of France to do the fame, fo effectu- 
ally, that he fhould recover thofe territories, and 
peaceably poflefs them as his right, and what 
they had mod facredly promifed to perform to 
their late brother the king of Naples. 

The lady, upon this, made preparations ac- 
cordingly; and, having entered Paris, her fon 
paffed in grand cavalcade, through the ftrect of 
St. James, to his hotel in the Greve, with kingly 
Hate, accompanied by numbers of dukes, counts 
and prelates. The queen and her fon, having 
eftabliihed themfelves there, waited on the king, 
who refided at the callle of the Louvre, expect- ' 
ing the duke of Brittany. 

The 
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The duke of Brittany, on his approach to Paris* 
Hopped one night at Bourg la Reine, previous to 
his entry which he made on the morrow. This 
was great news for the Parifians, on account of 
the late events of the arreft and imprifonment of 
the conftable, and the fruitlefs embaffies that had 
been fent to fummon him : his late conduct and 
his coming now as it were, of his own free will, 
were varioufly fpoken of. It was on a Sunday, 
the vigil of St. John Baptift's feafi;, in the year 
1388, at ten o'clock in the morning. The duke 
of Brittany entered Paris by the gate de 1'Enfer*, 
and, paffing the whole length of the rue de la 
Harpe, croffed the point de Saint Michel, and . 
came in front of the palace. He was handfomely 
accompanied by numbers of barons and knights; 
among whom was the lord William of Hainault, 
count d'Ollrevant: his brother-in-law John of 
Burgundy, and the lord WiUiam de Namur 
rode before him. 

When he arrived at the caftle of the Louvre, 
he difmounted, and, as he pafled through Paris, 
was much flared at by the common people. 

The duke entered the gate of the Louvre wefl 
prepared what to fay, and how to act. He was 
preceded by the lord de Coucy, the count de Sa- 
voye, fir John de Vienne, fir Guy de la Trimou- 
ille, fir John de Beuil, the count de Meaux, fir 

* De i'Enfer. It is now the gate of Saint MicheL For 
more particular*, fee Sauval, Antiquites de Paris, torn. L 
p. 96. 
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Reginald deRoye and lir John des Barres: nearer 
to him, on each fide, were the lord William de 
Namur, John of Burgundy and the count d'Of- 
trevant : behind him were, the lord de Montfort 
in Brittany, and the lord de Maleftroit, his rela- 
tion and minifler. 

There was a great crowd in the apartment, 
which was not only fmall, but the table was fpread 
in it for the king's dinner, who was Handing be- 
fore it with his three uncles of Berry, Burgundy 
and Bourbon. The moment the duke of Brittany 
entered the room, way was made for him, and an 
opening formed to the king, by the lords falling 
on each fide. When in the prefence, he dropped 
on one knee, but fpeedily arofe, and advanced 
about ten or twelve paces, when he again kneel- 
ed : on riling, he came clofe to the king, kneeled 
the third time, and faluted him bare-headed, fay- 
ing, ' My lord, I am come to fee you : may God 
preferve you !' * Many thanks,' replied the king. 
' I was anxious for your coming: we will fee and 
converfe with you at our leifure.' On which he 
took him by the hand, andraifcd him up. When 
the duke had rifen, he bowed to all the princes 
prefent, one after the other, and then flood op- 
pofite to the king without faying a word; but 
the king never took his eyes off him. 

A fignal was made to the mailers of the houfe- 
hold to bring water, when the king wafhed, and 
the duke of Brittany held the bafon and towel. 

When the king was feated, the duke tookleave 
of him and of his uncles. The lord deCoucy, the 

lord 
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lord de Saint Pol, and other great barons con- 
ducted him to the court where his horfes v waited, 
and, having mounted, he returned with his at- 
tendants the way they had come, through the 
ffreet de la Harpe, and difmounted at his hotel. 
None of thofe who had attended him remained, 
excepting fuch as had accompanied him from 
Brittany to Paris. 

The duke of Brittany had frequent conferences 
with* the king of France and his uncles to their 
mutual fatisfaction; and they religioufly kept the 
promife they had made him, for he heiver faw, 
during his flay at Paris, John of Brittany nor the 
conftable of France. When affairs were in fo 
good a train that they had not reafon to be fuf- 
picious of the duke of Brittany, (for, if he had 
not confented to every thing the king and his 
council wlfhed, they would never have fuffered 
him to efcape from their hands, as they now had 
him in Paris,) they thought it time to prepare 
for the expedition to Gueldres, for which the 
k king was impatient, to punifh the duke of Guel- 
dres for the infolent and rude challenge he had 
fent him ; which, the more it was confidered, was 
the lefs to be borne. 

The lord de Coucy was therefore ordered into 
the country, near Rheims and Chalons in Cham- 
pagne, to mark out the line of march for the 
king and his army, and to excite the knights and 
fquires of Bar and Lorraine to join him. He was 
in no way to introduce the king's name, but to 
engage them for himfelf, as if preparing for an 

expedition 



191 
expedition into Auftria. Upon this, the lord de 
Coucy left Paris, and went to Chalons, where 
he refided about one month, and retained knights 
and fquires from all parts in Bar, Lorraine, Cham- 
pagne and in the Rethelois. 

The king of France, after feveral conferences 
with the duke of Brittany, left Paris, though the 
duke's pleadings in his courts were not near con- 
cluded; for their proceedings, when they choofe, 
are very tedious, and they make the fuitors 
fpend much money without any great advances 
in their fuits. 

The king went to Montereau fur Yonne, on 
the borders of Brie and the Gatinois, where he 
held his court, and frequently amufed himfelf 
with hunting flags and other animals in the 
adjacent forelts. 

During the refidenceof the king atMontereau, 
a deed of arms was there performed between an 
Englilh knight attached to the duke of Ireland, 
called fir Thomas Hapurgan, and fir John des 
Barres. This duel had made a great noife 
throughout France, and in other countries; and 
it was to be fought with five courfes of the lance 
on horfeback, five thrufts with fwords, the fame 
number of llrokes with daggers and battle-axes; 
and, fhould their armour fail, they were to be 
fupplied anew, until it were perfect. 

The knights, being well armed, mounted their 
courfers to perforin their duel, in the pretence of 
the king, his barons and knights, and a great 
concourfe of people. They tilted on horfeback 

four 
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four courfes very ftiffly, and kept their feats well. 
It was th^n the cuftom, I believe, to lace on the 
helmets with a flight thong, that they might not 
make too great refiftance to the blow of the lance* 
At the fifth courfe, John des Barres ftruck his 
opponent fo violent a blow on the fhield, that he 
knocked him over the crupper of his horfe to the 
ground. Sir Thomas was ftupified by the fall, 
and it was . with much difficulty he could be 
raifed: however, he recovered well enough to 
perform his other courfes with the different arms, 
to the fatisfactipn of the king and his lords. 



chap. xxrx. 

PERROT IE BEARNOIS TAKES THE FIELD BY COM- 
MAND OF THE EARL OF ARUNDEL, WHO LANDS 
HIS FORCES AT MARANS*, NEAR LA ROCHELLE. 

1HAVE beenfome timefilentrefpecting the ex- 
pedition that was at fea under the command of 
the earl of Arundel : it is now neceffary I fhould 
fpeak of it. You have before heard the caufe of 
its being fent from England, and the treaties that 
were made between the king and the duke of Brit- 
tany. This fleet had remained the whole feafon on 



* Marans, a town in Aunis, four leagues from la Rochelle. 
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the coafts of Brittany and Normandy, except 
when driven off by ftorms, but it always return- 
ed ,to its ftation. There were in this fleet 
fome light veflels called Balleniers, which are 
much ufed by Corfairs; for, as they draw little 
water, they can the eafier approach the mores. 
This fleet had lain at anchor upwards of a 
month off the ifland of Brehat, whence it had 
got provifion. As it was not far from la Roche- 
derrien, they heard that the duke of Brittany 
was gone to Blois, to meet the dukes of Berry 
and Burgundy, who had held fuch fair language 
as perfuaded him to go to Paris, where he had 
been fo well received by the king, as to prevent 
him from leaving that place until every thing 
had been fatisfactorily fettled. 

The earl of Arundel was much call down when 
he heard the above, and called a council of his 
principal officers, to confider how they were to 
employ their force during the remainder of the 
feafon. In this council they refolved to fail for 
la Rochelle and make war on that country; for, 
though they had not any caftles in thofe parts, 
yet they were in fufficient numbers to withftand 
the force Saintonge or Poitou could fend against 
them. They intended likewife to make their 
fituation known to their friends in Limoufmand 
Auvergne, by fome perfon in their fleet that 
was acquainted with the country, whom they 
would land on the coaft of Brittany. 

The truces which fir Helion de Lignac had 
obtained from the duke of Lancaster had not 
yet taken effect. They were to commence on 

Vol. IX. O W* 
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the firft of Auguft, and the knight was at this 
time going or returning, I know not which, to 
or from the duke of Lancafter at Bayonne. 
: It fell out juft as the ear} of Arundel and the 
Englifh barons wifhed ; for, they found out a 
man from lower Brittany, who ferved under fir 
William Helimon, then on board, who came 
from hear Vannes, and underftood four lan- 
guages perfectly well, that of lower Brittany, 
Englifh, Spanifh and French. Before they 
landed him on the fand, they gave him the fol- 
lowing orders : c Thou wilt go by all the bye- 
roads in this country, which thou fayeft thou 
art acquainted with, until thou (halt come to 
Chalu^et *. Thou wilt falute Perrot le Bear- 
nois, from us, and tell him, that we defire he 
will take the field, with as many other garrifons 
of our party as he can, and make war on France 
under our commiflion. Thou (halt not carry 
any letters for fear thou mighteft be flopped and 
fearched. Say, if thou fin deft thyfelf in dan- 
ger, that thou belongeft to a wine-merchant of 
la Rochelle, who had fent thee with fome com- 
ixiiffions, and thou wilt pafs every where. TeU 
Perrot to give inftant alarm to Berry, Auvergrie 
and Limoufin, by taking the field ; for we will 
difembark near la Rochelle, and make fuch a 
war that he (hall foon hear of us/ 

The Breton faid, he would faithfully deliver 
the meffage, unlefs he was flopped on the road. 
On being landed, as he knew well the country ' 



* Cbaluget** a town in limoufin* near Kerre-buffiere. 
J. of 
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of Brittany, he avoided all graat toWnfc,* tffcd, 
paffingfafely through Poitou and Limoufin, ar- 
rived ait Chalet, bf which Perrot le Bearnois 
was governor. On coming to the barriers* hav- 
ing made acquaintance with the garrifon, they 
allowed him to enter, after examining him at 
•the gates, and led him to Perrot, to whom he 
punctually delivered the meffage, to the great 
jby of the governor, who had been long impa- 
tient td hear fome news of the fleet, and 'now he 
had it quite frefli. He faid to the Breton,— 
* Thou art welcome : my companions and 'my- 
ielf are very eager to take the* field, which we 
will now fpeedily do, and then act as we are or- 
dered.' 

Perrot le Bearnois inftantly fent to the go- 
vernors of Carlat, the bourg de Compane, to 
Olim Barbe, captain ofyOuzach, to Amerigot 
Marcel, captain of Aloife, near Saint Flour, 
and to the captains of the other forts in Au- 
vergne and Limoufin, to fay he was about to 
take the field, as the feafon was now favour- 
able, and defiring they would join him, after 
having left garrifons in their forts ftrong enough 
to prevent any accident during their abfence. 
Thefe companions had as great a defire to take 
the field as Perrot le Bearnois .; for they could 
only enrich themfelves by- the loffes of others, 
and, making their preparations in hafte, came to 
Chaluget, where the general affembly had been 
fixed. They amounted to full four hundred 
lances, 'fend thought thqmfelves in fufficient 
ftrength for any gallant enterprife, and that 
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there was not a lord in the country able to with* 
ftand them; for fir William de Lignac and 
Bonne-lance would not, on their account, break 
up the fiege of Ventadour. 

Being mailers of the country, they began their 
anarch through Auvergne, towards Berry, be-r 
caufe they knew the duke was with the king at 
Montereau fur Yonne. We will, for-a while, 
leave Perrot le Bearnois, and fpeak of the earl 
of Arundel and his fleet, and what they did on 
quitting the coaft of Brittany. 

When they Weighed anchor, the weather was 
fo fine and beautiful, they hoi lied every fail, 
and advanced as it pleafed God. It was a mag- 
nificent fight to view this fleet of fix fcore vef- 
fek, whofe ftreamers, emblazoned with the 
•nns of the different lords, were glittering in 
the fun, and fluttering with the wind. They 
floated as it were on a fea that feemed proud to 
bear them, and which might be compared to a 
vigorous courier, who, after being long con- 
fined in the flable, gains its liberty to bound 
over the plains : for thus did the fea, gently ruf- 
fled by the wind, fwell on with a burden it was 
lufiily bearing** and, . figuratively fpeaking, it 
may be fuppoled to fay, — * I delight in cany* 
iogyou, and will do fo without danger, until 
you be arrived in a fafe harbour/ 

The fleet coafted Saintonge and Poitou, and 
caft anchor off Marans, near la Rochelle. Some 
rf tiie mol adventurous* to the amount of two 
hundred, obfenring the tide was flowing, en- 
ftmdtfceur barges, and (ailed up the river to the 
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town of Marans. The watch on the caftle had 
noticed the Engliih fleet anchoring, and the 
barges afcending the river with the tide, ;m*i 
had founded his horn frequently, to alarm the 
townfmen, that thev might fave all they could 
of their property. The inhabitants, of both 
fexes, carried their molt valuable things to the 
caftle for fafety; and it was well they did fo, 
or they would have been loft. "While the Eng- 
Itftt were landing, they difcontinued laving their 
property, to take care of their lives. 

The Engliih, on entering the town, began to 
pillage it, for this had been the object of their 
coming, but they only found empty coffers: 
their contents had been carried to the caftle. 
They difcovered, however, plenty of corn, 
wine and falted provifions: for there were up- 
wards of four hundred tons of wine in the town. 
They rcfolved to remain to guard this provifion, 
which came very opportunely to them j for, 
mould they depart, they imagined the greater 
part would be carried away by the French, up 
the river, to Fontenay le Comte. They re- 
mained this night in 'the place, having arrived 
there only about vefpers, and gave themfelves 
full liberty, fending, however, to inform their 
companion! of their fituation, and the reafon 
why they did not return. 

The earl of Arundel and the other lords were 
fatisfied, and faid they had acted right. On the 
morrow, when the tide began to flow, the fmaller 
veflels weighed anchor, and in them were em- 
barked the armour and other Decenaries from 

the 
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the large (hips that, from their fize, could not 
enter the river. There were left in, them one 
hundred men at arms and two hundred archers 
to guard them, as they lay at anchor off the 
mouth of the river. When this had been done, 
they failed for Marans, and landed at their lei- 
fure, for none came to oppofe them, and fixed 
their quarters between Marans and la Rochelle, 
which is but four fhort leagues diftant. The 
alarm was foon fpread over the country that 
the English had landed at Marans, to the 
amount of four hundred combatants, includ- 
ing archers. The towns and caftles in the 
low country' were much frightened, and the vil- 
lagers inftantly fled to the neighbouring fcrefts 
for protection. 



CHAP. XXX. 



THE ROCHELLERS SKIRMISH V WITH THE ENGLISH 
NEAR MARANS. — THE ENGLISH, AFTER PIL- 
LAGING THE COUNTRY ROUND, RETIRE WITH 
THEIR BOOTY TO THEIR FLEET. — PERROT LE 
BEARNOIS DOES THE SAME TO HIS FORT, 
WITH A GREAT DEAL OF PLUNDER. 

TF the English had had horfes, they would 
■*• have much harraffed the country round la 
Rochelle; for it was void of men at arms, at 
leaft fuch as could have oppofed them fuccefs- 
fully. True it is, that the lords de Partenay, 
de Pons, de Linieres, de Tannaybouton, fir 

Geoffry 
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Geoffry d'Argenton, the lord de Montendre, 
fir Aimery de Rochechouart, the viicount 
Tiiouars, and many other knights and fquires 
Poitou and Saintonge, were in the country, but 
each was in his own cafile ; for they had not any 
fufpicions of the English coming to invade them. 

Had they been fo fortunate as to obtain no- 
tice of their intentions, they would have been 
prepared to receive them, but it was not fo 
and the furprife was fo great, that all were 
frightened, and impatient to fave what they 
could. The farmers began to h alien their har- 
veft of corn, for it was the beginning of Auguli. 
Add to this, there was not then in the country 
any perfon to take the lead. The lieutenant 
Poitou, the duke of Berry, was at Montereau: 
the fenefehal of Poitou wasjuft gone to Paris: 
the fenefehal of Saintonge was from home: the 
fenefehal of la Rochelle, fir Helion de Lignac, 
was at Bayonne, on the bufinefs of the duke of 
Berry, by which the country was left defence- 
lefs ; for, from want of heads, their courage 
failed, and without that nothing effectual can 
be done. 

The country was much alarmed for two 
caufes : they had the English army and fleet on 
one fide, and rumour had already informed them 
that Perrot le Bearnois was on his march, with 
more than fifteen hundred combatants, and 
had already entered Berry. They knew not 
what meafures to adopt, except that of placing 
their wealth in fafety ; for it was laid thefe two 
armies were to form a junction in Saintonge or 
Poitou, as was the intention of many. 
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There were indeed, at the time the Englifh 
landed at Marans, two gallant knights from 
Beauce in the town of la Rochelle, ffr Peter de 
Jouy and the lord Taillepie, whom fir Helion de 
Lignac had placed there for its defence, when 
he fet out to meet the duke of Berry at Paris. 
They had acquitted themfelves ably; and on 
hearing that the armament under the earl, of 
Arundel, which had been much talked of all the 
fummer, had difembarked at Marans, they told 
the mayor and the principal citizens, for it is a 
populous place, that it would be right to beat 
Up the Englifh quarters, and added, — <We 
hear they have efiablifhed themfelves at Marans, 
and lay the furroiinding country under contri- 
bution : we two are determined to bid them wel- 
come, and they (hall pay us, or we will repay 
them for what they have done. Great blame 
and reproaches will fall on us, to whom has 
been committed the government of this town 
and country, if we fufFer them quietly to fix 
their quarters there. There is one thing 
much in our favour: they have not any 
horfes, and are for the moft part failors, whilft 
we are all well mounted. We will fend our 
crofs-bows before us, to awaken them with a 
fhower of arrows ; and, when they have made 
their attack, they will return homeward: the 
Englifh will foon be on foot, and we will then 
charge them, and, by being on horfeback, may 
do them great mifchief.' . 

Thofe who heard this fpeech approved of it, 
and inftantly affembled a body of twelve hun- 
dred crofs-bows and varlets, including all forts. 
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At the firft dawn of day, they were all prepared, 
and fet out from la Rochelle at a good pace, to 
beat up the quarters of the Englith. During 
this, the horfe got ready, and they were about 
three hundred, for many knights and fquires had 
haftened to la Rochelle on the firit intelligence 
of the Englifh having landed at Marans. They 
left the town under the command of the two 
knights before named. 

Had the Englifh fortunately had any fufpi- 
cion"of this attack from the Rochellers, and had 
formed an ambufcade of two hundred archers 
and one hundred men at arms, not one would 
ever have returned to la Rochelle. 

When the crofs-bowmen arrived at the Eng- 
lish quarters, it was very early morn; and lucky 
it was for them that the guard, who had watch- 
ed all night, was retired at fun-rife. The crofs- 
bowmen began to shoot their bolts and arrows, 
which parted through the huts made of boughs 
and leaves, to the great fnrprife of the English 
who were alleep within fide on it raw. Many 
were wounded before they difeovered they were 
attacked by the French. When they had made 
each about fix shots, they retreated, according 
to their orders, and the men at arms advanced 
on horfehack amidft the English huts. 

Knights and fquires fpeedily left their lodg- 
ings, and drew up together; and the French 
captains, feeing they were preparing themfelves 
in earneil to take the field, made after their erofs- 
bows and infantry, who were haftening home- 

jd, for they were much afraid of the English 



rr* 






202 

arrows. Thus hurrying, and in difmay, ivefe 
the Rochellers purfued, though the horfe guard- 
ed the rear, to the town of la Rochelle. The 
earl of Arundel with upwards of four hundred 
men at arms was clofely following, each man 
with his lance in his hand or on his shoulder. 
There was much crowding and difficulty to pafs 
the gates ; and fir Peter de Jouy and the lord 
Taillepife fought like valiant heroes in defending 
their men, keeping Hill on their rear, until they 
were come to the barriers. They were fo hard 
v preffed by the English, who were at their heels, 
they ran a great hazard of being flain or made 
prifoners; for the attack was the more vigorous 
againft them as it was vifible they were the com- 
manders. Sir Peter de Jouy had his courfer 
killed under him, and was with great difficulty 
, dragged within the barriers. Sir Peter Taille- 
pie was pierced through the thigh with a lance, 
and hit by an arrow on the helmet which en- 
tered his head, and his good horfe fell dead un- 
der him at the gate. ' 

There was much Slaughter made on the Ro- 
chellers re-entering the town : upwards of forty 
dead and wounded lay at the gates. The inha- 
bitants had mounted the battlements, and fired 
fo many cannons and bombards that the Eng- 
lish dared not approach nearer. 

Thus ended this fkirmish between the Eng- 
lish and Rochellers. As it was near noon, the 
earl of Arundel had founded the retreat, when 
the men at arms and archers retired in handfome 
array to their quarters, where they difarmed and 

refreshed 
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refreshed themfelves. They had wherewithal, 
having been amply provided with wines and 
meat from the {unwinding country. 

The Englifh lords remained at Marans for fif- 
teen days, waiting for deeds of arms and adven- 
tures; but the Kochellers never ventured again 
to come near them, for they had found to their 
coll how valiantly they had defended themfelves. 
Their two commanders were alfo wounded, 
which induced the others to wifh for peace. 
The earl of Arundel, indeed, had fent four times 
parties to overrun the country round la Ro- 
qhelle, and as far as Thouars, who did much 
mifchief and terrified the inhabitants. They 
would have done more had they had horfes; but 
only a few were mounted on what they could 
find in the country, and thefe were fcarce, for 
no fooner was the invafion known than all the 
inhabitants of the flat country fled with their 
itock and wealth to the great towns, and there 
fliut themfelves up. 

When the Englifh had remained near la Ro- 
chelle for fifteen days, without feeing any at- 
tempt made to oppofe them, and the wind be- 
came fair, they embarked a great quantity of 
wine and frefh meat they had taken, and, hav- 
ing weighed anchor, put to fea. This fame dav, 
they met twelve fhips from Bayonne, on their 
voyage to England with Gafeony wines and 
other merchandife. They failed together for 
fome time, being much rejoiced at this meeting, 
for they were well acquainted, and the Bayon- 
nois gave the earl of Arundel two pipes of wine 
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for the love they bore him. The Bayonnoit 
then feparated to continue their voyage, and the 
fleet kept cruifing about in fearch of adventures. 

While this armament was lying before Ma- 
rans, Perrot le Bearnois and his companions had 
taken the field, and, having patted Limoufin, 
had entered Berry. He had with him four hun- 
dred fpears and as many pillagers, and qarmd 
off in one day all the merchandife that was in 
the town of le Blanc * in Berry, and gained great- 
wealth and many prifoners, for it was fair-day. 
He then marched to Selles,f which he plun- 
dered. Thus did Perrot le Bearnois maintain 
himfelf. He advanced far into the interior of 
the country, doing great mifchief wherever he 
went, for none ventured to oppofe him ; and all 
parts were alarmed, even as far as thfe county of 
Blois and* the Toaraine, for they were uncer- 
tain whither thefe two demies would march 
next. Some imagined they would unite; but 
it was not fo, for thfe earl of Arundel had em- 
barked again, as I have mentioned, and Perrot 
with his companions returned to their ftrong 
holds. 

When they had completely plundered the 
country, they thought it would be more fafe for 
them to retire to their caftles and fecure their 
gains. They took, in confequence, the roads 
through Limoufin and Auvergne to their forts; 

* Le Blanc, — in the generality of Bourges, 17 leagues 
from Poitiers, nine from Argenton. 

t Selles; or Celks, three leagues from St. Aignan, ten from 
JBlois. 

and 
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and nothing more was done, as to deeds of arms, 
in thefe two provinces the remainder of the fea- 
fon, for the truce that had been agreed to laft 
until the enfuing month of May now took place. 

The fiege of Ventadour by fir William de 
Lignac, fir John Bonne-lance, and fir John le 
Bouteiller ftill continued ; for Geoffry Tfite-noir 
was fo prefumptuous as to pay not the leaft at- 
tention to the truce, nor to the befiegers, de- 
pending on the ftrength of his caftle. 

We will now, for variety, return to the affairs 
of Brabant and Gueldres. 



CHAP. XXXI. 

THE BRABANTERS PRESS GRAVE HARD BY THEIR 
- SIEGE.— THE GUELDRIANS BURN A BRIDGE 
THE BRABANTERS HAD THROWN OVER THE 
MEUSE, TO ENTER GUELDRES. 

YOU have before read how anxious the dii- 
chefs of Brabant was to make war on the 
duke of Gueldres, and to beficge Grave. There 
"was a great force of knights and fqnires from the 
principal towns before it, who declared their in- 
tentions were not to depart until they had 
gained pofieflion of it; and the ducheis, to mow 
"how interefted (lie was in the matter, had come 
to refide at Bois le Due, four leagues diliant 
from it. 

The befieging army was plentifully fupplied 
with all things that came thither by fea, or 
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down the Meufe, from the rich country of Bra* 
bant, fo that the fiege was long continued ; and 
the Brabanters had many large machines which 
threw into the town ftones of fuch weight a&to 
do much damage wherever they fell. In addi- 
. tion, they flung into the town all the dead car* 
ripn of the army to empoifon the inhabitant* 
by the ftink. This was forely felt by them, for 
the weather was hot, and the air too calm to 
carry off thefe villanous fmells. 

At times, many of the knights and fquires of 
Brabant came to Ikirmifh with the garrifon at 
the barriers; for the duke of Gueldres had 
placed within the town fome gallant companions, 
* who were not fhy of shewing their courage, 
when occafions called for it, and the enemy ad- 
vanced fo near as the barriers. The fiege lafted 
a long time; and the duke of Gueldres had 
fixed his quarters at Nimeguen ; but he could 
neither raife the fiege, nor offer combat to the 
Brabanters, for want of fufficient force. He had 
lent to England an account of his fituation, and 
expected for certain he should have a reinforce- 
ment from thence, but he was difappointed; 
for England at the time was in a very unfettled 
Hate, and new minifters had been forced on the 
king by his uncles and the archbishop of Can- 
terbury. A parliament was indeed holden, 
<■ about St. John Baptift's day, at the duke's re- 
queft, to qonfider whether a body of men at 
arms and archers should he fent to affift 
• the duke of Gueldres, according to treaty. 
Having confidered the matter fully, they 
...... would 
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would not agree to it ; for it -was ftrongly ru- 
moured, that the king of France was affem- 
blirtg a large army, and it was doubtful whither 
he would march it, and the English imagined it 
was intended to attack Calais. They were alfo 
uneaify refpecting the Scots on the borders, and 
were fearful of fending more forces out of the 
kingdom, as a large body of men at arms and 
archers were at fea, under the earl of Arundel, 
left the country might be defencelefs. When 
the council was confidering the affairs of Guel- 
dres, fome of the lords faid, — * Let the cluke of 
Gueldres take care of himfelf : he is valorous 
enough, and in his own country, and will with- 
Hand all the Brabanters can do againft him: if 
any thing worfebefal him, he shall have affift- 
ance. He has again the Germans, his neigh- 
bours, on his fide, who formerly joined him 
againft France.' 

Such was the l^ate of affairs in England ; but 
thofe in Grave fuffered much fronr the fiege. 
During the time it lafted, the Brabanters' re- 
folved to throw a wooden bridge over th£ Meufe, 
that they might have an entrance into Guel- 
dreland, overrun that country, and, by inverting 
the town of Grave on all fides, x prevent any pro* 
vifion from entering it; for they were numerous 
enough to furround it, could they gain a paf- 
fage over the river. As they finished the dif- 
ferent parts of this bridge, they joined and 
placed them in their proper fituations, and had 
made fuch advances, that it was within the 
length of a lance of the oppofite shore. 
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You may fuppofe that the duke was na way 
ignorant of what they were about, t^ut he gave 
not any interruption to their building the bridge, 
until it was nearly completed. He then ad- 
vanced with cannons and other artillery, and 
attacked it fo roughly, that it was fet on fire 
and deftroyed. Thus did the Brabanters, to, 
their great vexation, lofe all the effect of their 
labour. They, upon this, called a, council to 
determine how to act. 



CHAP. XXXII. 

THE BRABANTERS HAVING PASSED THROUGH 
RAVESTEIN,* ENTER GUELDRELAND, AND ARE 
DEFEATED BY THE DUKE OF GUELDRES. — THE 
SIEGE OF GRAVE IS RAISED IN CONSEQUENCE. 

r I ^HREE short leagues from Grave lies the 
-"■ town of Ravenfteiu, belonging to the lord 
de Bourne, who is a vaflal to Brabant. At 
the council I mentioned, the lord de Bourne 
was folicited by the minifters of the du- 
chefs of Brabant, and by the knights and 
fquires to open his town of Raveftein fov 
them to gain an entrance into Gueldreland, 

* Ravenftein, — a town of the Netherlands in Dutch Bra- 
bant, and capital of a county of the fame name, with an 
ancient and ltrong caflle. It belongs to the elector Palatine; 
but the Dutch have a right to put a garrifon there. It is fitu- 
ated on the Meufc, on the confines of Gueldreland, ten 
utiles fouth-weft of Nimeguen. — Brookes' Gazetteer* 

and. 



and, with part of their army, overran it : he 
complied with their requeft. 

The duke of Gueldres, I know not whether by 
fpies or otherwife, gained information that the 
Brabanters intended entering his territories by 
the bridge of Raveftein, through the compliance 
of the lord de Bourne. He was much cad down 
when he firft learnt this, as his force was not near 
fufficient to meet that of Brabant, which con- 
fided of more than forty thoufand men. He 
formed various plans how to act, and at last de- 
termined that, if the Brabanters entered his 
country, he would retaliate by the bridge of 
Grave, for he was refolved not to be (hut up in any 
town. He confulted the lord de Ghefme, a great 
baron in Gueldreland, and his principal advifer, 
who would not at firil agree to his taking the 
field, on account of the fmallnefs of his numbers. 

* And what muft I do then?' faid the duke. 

* Would you have me fliut myfelf up in one of 
my towns, while they are plundering and burn- 
ing my country ? This would be too great a lofs. 
I vow to GOD and our Lady,' added the duke, 
' that I will take the field to meet my enemies, 
and follow the beft meafures I can devife that 
the event may be favourable.' 

This plan he executed; and, on the morrow, 
after he had paid his devotions in the church, 
and made his offering at the altar of the virgin, 
he drank fome wine, and, mounting his horfe, fet 
out from Nimeguen. He was accompanied by 
only three hundred fpears, or indeed lefs, and 
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they made ftraight for the place where they fup- 
, pofed they fhould find their enemies. You may ' 
from this judge of the duke's courage, although 
fome blamed him, 

When they were without the town of Nime- 
guen, like a valiant knight, he fhouted out> — 
* Forward,, forward I let us, in the name of God 
and St. George, faaften to meet our enemy; for 
I had rather perifh with honour in the fidd than 
die difhonourably (hut up in a town/ With 
him were the lord de Ghefine,. wha commanded 
the expedition, and a valiant and prudent 
knight, called the heir of Hanfeberth, the lord 
de Huckelem, fir Oftez, lord of Nafpre, and 
feveral other knights and fquires of good 
courage. 

The fame day on which the duke of Gnefdres 
had taken the field, the fenefchal of Brabant had 
done the fame at a very early hour of the morn- 
ing, with a large body of knights and fquires 
from Brabant, who were eager to enter Gueldre- 
tand, and gain there both honour and profit. 
Upwards of ten thoufand men croffed the bridge 
of Raveftein ; an(J the fenefchal, the lord de Lig- 
niere, the lord de Bourgueval, the lord deGence 
and the reft, were much pleafed at having oroffed 
the Meufe, and faid among themfelves, they 
would that day ride as far as Nimeguen, and bum 
its mills, fuburbs, and the villages that were 
round about; but they had fhortly other news 
brought them by their fcouts, whom they had 
fent forward to examine the country. 

The 
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The duke of Gueldres was informed, that his 
enemies, to the amount of ten thoufand, were 
abroad, and had palled the Meufe at the bridge 
t Raveflein. The duke halted, on hearing this, 
to confider again the beft mode of proceeding, 
for fome of his companions were alarmed at the 
Fmallnefs of their numbers in comparifon with 
the enemy, who were at lcaft thirty or forty for 
one. They faid, — * How is it poffible for three 
or four hundred lances to oppofe ten or twelve 
thoufand? it is not in our power to overthrow 
them, but they may very eafilyflay us.' Several 
afiembled round the duke, and advifed him to 
retreat to Grave; but he replied, ' he would ne- 
ver do fo, nor confine himfelf in any town but 
march to meet his enemies, for his courage told 
him he (hould defeat tliein^ and he preferred 
dying with honour to living in difgrace. We 
will overthrow, faid he, our enemies, and gain this 
day infinite honour and wealth.' He then, after a 
fhort paufe, added in a loud voice, ' Forward, for- 
ward ! thofe who love me will follow me.' 

This fpecch of the duke greatly encouraged his 
men, more efpecially thole who had heard the 
whole; and they all (hewed a great earneftnefs to 
combat their enemies, who were fall approach- 
ing. They tightened their armours, lowered the 
vifors of their helmets, and re-girthed their fad- 
dies, and marched llowly in handfoine array, 
that their horfes might be frefii for the charge. 
Some new knights were made, and they marched 
in this order towards Raveftein. 

P2 TUe. 
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The Brabanters, u ith great numbers of ctfrn^ 
mon pepple, had already croffed the river, when 
pews was brought to the fenefchal and his knight* 
that the duke of Gueldres had taken the field, 
and was fo near that they irmft fpeedily fee him* 
They were much furprifed at this intelligence, 
and concluded that the duke muft at leaft have 
.had with him fix times more men than he had. 
* They infiantly halted, and would have drawn 
Jtheipfelves up in array, but had not time ; for 
the duke of Gueldres appeared with his company 
full gallop, with fpears in their refts, and fhout- 
ing their cry y c Our Lady for Gueldres! 9 A fquire 
of Gueldreland, called Hermaut de Morbec, de- 
ijerves particular attention, from the great defire 
he had to exalt his name. He left the ranks of the 
battalion, and, fpurring his horfe, was the firft 
to afiault the enemy, and at this gallant tilt un- 
Jiprfed the man lie ftruck. I know not if hewere 
raifed from the ground, for the crowd was fo 
jjreat, that when any were dismounted, unlefs 
infiantly relieved, they ran great rifk of being 
,crufhdd to death. More than fix fcore Brabanters 
were unhorfed at this firft charge. Great confu- 
iion and diftnay, with but a poor defence, reign- 
ed among them. They were fo fuddenly attacked, 
(which is the way enemies ftiould be by thofe 
who wiih to conquer them,) that although they 
were fo numerous, and had many great lords*, 
they were difperfed : they could never form any 
array, nor could the lords rally their men, nor 
thefe b3t join their lords. Thofe in the rear, 

hearing 
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hearing the noife, and feeing the clouds of d' 
thought their men muft have been difcomfit 
and that the enemy were coming to them, fo t! 
they liecame panic-ftruck, and, turning aboul 
fled for Raveftein or the Meufe. Their fright was 
fo great, they rufhed into the river, whether on 
horfeback or on foot, without founding the bi 
torn or knowing if it were fordable, for they im: 
gined the enemy was at their heels. By thi 
felf-defeat, upwards of twelve hundred perifhi 
in the river Meufe; for they leaped one on t 
other, without any diftinction, like wild beafls. 

Many great lords and barons of Brabant (whofe 
names I ihall not difclofe, to fave them and their 
heirs from the difgrace that would attach to them} 
moft ihamefully fled from the field, and fought 
their fafety, not by the river nor by Raveftein. 
but by other roads that carried them to a dilian< 
from their enemies. 

This unfortunate event to the chivalry of Bi 
bant happened between Grave and Ravefteii 
Great numbers were flain. All who could fui 
render did fo inftautly; and the Germans took 
them at ranfom very readily, for the great profit 
they expected to make from them. Thofe who 
had fled to Grave gave the alarm to the befieg- 
ing army ; for they arrived out of breath, and fo 
harrafled that they could fcarcely fay to them, 
* Retire as fail as you can, for we have been to- 
tally defeated, and nothing can fave you.' When 
thofe in camp faw their appearance and heard 
their report, they were fo frightened that they 
H'oul 
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would not ftay to pack up any thing, nor even 
take down their tents and pavilions, but fet off 
trithout bidding adieu, and left every thing be- 
hind them. They were feized with fuch a panic 
as neither to take victual nor carriage ; but fuch 
as had horfes leaped on them, and fled for fafety 
tp Bois le Due, Houdan, Mont St. Gervais, 
G^rtruydenberg or Dordrecht. Their only care 
was. to fave themfelves, and fly from their ene- 
ftries. Had the garrifon of Grave known of this 
defeat of the Brabanters, they would have greatly 
gained by it, and killed or brought back many * 
of the runaways. They were not made acquaint- 
ed with it until late, when they fallied forth, and 
took pofleflion of tents, pavilions, and warlike 
engines the Brabanters in their fright had left 
behind, which they brought at their leifure into 
Grave, for there were none to oppofe them. 

Thus was the fiege of Grave broken up, to 
the great lofs of the Brabanters. News was fpread 
far and near, how a handful of men had over- 
thrown forty thoufand and raifed the fiege of 
Grave. The lord de Bourgueval and the lord de 
Linieres were made prilbners, with others to the 
amount of feventeen banners. Thefe and the 
pennons you will find hung up before the image 
of our Lady at Nimeguen, that the perpetual 
remembrance of this victory may be kept up. 
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CHAP. XXXIIL 

THE DUKE OF GUELDRES, AFTER THE DEFEAT OF 
THE BRABANTERS, RETURNS TO NIMEGUEN- — 
ON THE NEWS OF THIS VICTORY, THE KING 
AND COUNCIL OF FRANCE SEND AMBASSADORS 
TO THE EMPEROR OF GERMANY, THE MORE 
SECURELY TO CARRY ON THEIR WAR AGAINST 

9 

GUELDRELAND. 

CARCELY can I for dame perpetuate the 
*^ disgraceful defeat of the Brabanters ; but, $s 

1 have promifed at the commencement of this 
hiftory to infert nothing but what was ftrictly true, 
I mull detail the unfortunate confequences of 

• this battle. The young duke of Gueldres gained 
this renowned victory about Magdalen-tide* in 
the month of July 1388. 

When the defeat and purfuit were over, which 
took up about two hours time, and the field 
cleared, the Gueldrians collected together, and 
greatly rejoiced, as indeed they had caufe, at 
the fortunate fuecefe of the day, for they had made 
many more prifoners than they were in number 
themfelves.. The heralds were ordered by them 
to examine the dead, and report who had been 
flain. Among them was the young and handfome 
fon of the count de Namur (who was ftiled the 
Vaiffier de Celles, lord de Balaftre,) which, when 
told to the duke, greatly afflicted him; and he 

bitterly 
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bitterly lamented his lofs, for he was of a moft 
amiable character, and had been the preceding 
year his companion at arms in Pruffia. \ 

A council was held in the field, whether or 
not to retire to Grave and carry their prifoners 
thither ; but the duke oppofed it, faying — c I 
made a vow to our Lady of Nimeguen when , 
I left that town, and which I again renewed be- 
fore we began the combat : in obedience to which, 
I order, that we gaily return to Nimeguen, and 
offer our thankfgivings to the holy Virgin, who 
has aflifted us in our victory/ 

This command was obeyed; for, as the duke 

had given it, no one made any objection ; and 

they fet out, on their return towards Nimeguen, 

full gallop. It was two long leagues from the 

"field of battle, but they were foon there. 

On, this fortunate news being told in that 
town, great rejoicings were made by both fexes; 
and the clergy went out in proceffion to meet the 
duke, and received him with acclamations. The 
duke did not turn to the right nor left, but rode 
with his knights flraight to the church where the 
image of our Lady was, land in which he had 
great faith. When he had entered her chapel,, he 
difarmed himfelf of every thing to his doublet, 
and offered up his armour on the altar, in honour 
of our Lady, returning thankfgivings for the 
victory he had gained over his enemies. 

The banners and pennons of the enemy were 
all hung up in this chapel, but I know not if 
they be ftill there : the duke retired to his hotel, 

and 
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and his knights to their homes, to pay attention 
to themfelves and their prifoners, from whom 
they expected great ranfoms. When the report 
of this victory over the Brabanters was made 
public, the duke of Gueldrcs was more feared 
and honoured than before. 

The duchefs of Brabant, who had refided at 
Bois le Due, was much vexed, as indeed fhe had 
reafon, at this unfortunate turn in her affairs, and 
that the fiege of Grave was raifed. She ordered 
a ftrong garrifon into Bois le Due to guard the 
frontiers, and then returned through Champagne 
to Bruflels. She wrote frequently to the duke of 
Burgundy the ftate of things, and eagerly prefied 
him to afiift her in the recovery of her loflesj 
for all her hopes were in him. 

You may fuppofe, the news of this victory was 
inftantly known in France, particularly at the 
court of the king ; but they were little furprifed 
at it, rather holding it cheap, imagining, wlien 
the king marched thither, they fhould make 
themfelves ample amends. 

Orders were fent to iir William de laTHmouille 
and to fir Gervais de Merande, who had been 
placed by the duke of Burgundy in the three 
cafdes on the Meufe, to guard well that frontier, 
and to make no fallies where there fliould be any 
rifk of lofs; for that they wuuld fhortly hearfrom 
the king, who was preparing to vifit this duke, 
of Gueldres and his country in pcrfon. 

Sir William had been greatly hurt at the late 

defeat of his friends, but the intelligence from 

France 
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France raifed his spirits, and he acted conform* 
ably to the orders he had received. 

Let as return to what was paffing in France. 
The king's ardour for the invafion of Gueldreland 
was no way abated: he was anxious to undertake 
it at all events, for the challenge of the dukle had 
mightily enraged him ; and he declared that, coft 
what it would, he would have ample reparation, 
or his territories, with thofe of his father, the 
duke of Juliers, lhould be defpoiled and burnt 
Summonfes were fent to all the dukes, counts, 
knights, barons and men at arms, of France, to 
provide themfelves nith fufficient purveyances 
for a long journey ; and one of the marfhals of 
France, fir Louis de Sancerre, was ordered to 
remain to guard the kingdom, from beyond the 
river Doidogne to the fea ; for in Lahguedoc, 
and in the countrv between the Garonne and 
the Loire, the truce had been accepted ; and the 
other marflial, the lord de Blainville, was to 
accompany the king. 

The different lords made fuch immenfe pro- 
vifion of fiores of all kinds, it was wonderful to 
think of, more efpecially in wines. All thofe in 
Champagne werebefpoken for the king, the dukes 
of Berrv, Bursrundv, Touraine, and Bourbon: 
carriages alfo, of every defcription, in thofe parts, 
were likewife retained for them : indeed, the pre- 
parations for this expedition were prodigious. 

The duke of Brittany was full at Paris, and 
could not obtain any decifion refpectinghis affairs, 
for the king refided chiefly at M#ntereau far 

Yonne. 
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Yonne. He was, however, well entertained with 
feafts and fair words* The nobles begged of him 
fco have patience, for he would very fhortly have 
his bufinefs finished; but that the king was fo 
impatient to begin his march to Germany, he 
attended to nothing elfe. The duke was forced 
to make the beft he could of it, perceiving he 
could not amend it, and, fince. he had come to 
Piaris, was refolved not to depart but with the 
good will of the king, although his ftay. was at- 
tended with vaft expenfes. ♦ 

When it was known for certain that the expe- 
dition to Gueldreland was to take place, and that 
a tax had been ordered throughout France for the 
payment of the knights and men at arms, many 
of the wifeft in the country, whether of the coun- 
cil or not, faid that it was ill advifed to encourage 
a king of France to march -fuch a diflance in 
fearchof his enemies, and that the kingdom might 
fuffer from it, (for the king was young, and very 
popular with his fubjects,) and that it would have 
been fully fufficifcnt for one of the king's uncles* 
or both of them, with the conftable of France, to 
have gone with fix or fev'en thoufand lances, 
without carrying the perfon of the king thither. 

The king's uncles were of a fimilar opinion i 
, . they moft prudently remonftrated with him on 
«he impropriety of his marching with his army, 
and were urging many ftrong reafons againft it, 
when he flew into a rage, and fhortly interrupted 
them, by faying. — ' If you go thither without me, 
it will be contrary to my will .and pleafure; but 

' I can 
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I can aflure you, you (hall not receive one pen* 
ny, for otherwife I cannot teftrain you/ 

When the dukes of Berry and Burgundy heard 
this anfwer, they faV he was determined, upon 
going, and replied, — c God be with you : . you 
fhall go then ; and we will no more think of un- 
dertaking it without your company. 9 

Thefe lords and the council then deliberated on 
an affair of fome confequence to this intended war. 
There had been a treaty for a long time in force, 
between the king of France and the emperor of 
Germany, which ftipulated, that neither of them 
were to enter the territories of the other with an 
armed force ; that is to fay, that the king of France 
and the emperor could not make war on each 
other without incurring a heavy penalty, and the 
fentence of the pope, who had folemnly fworn, . 
at his coronation, to maintain thefe two kingdoms 
in peace. It was therefore refolved, in cafe the 
king perfified in his intention of invading GueU 
dreland, which was a dependence on the empire, 
to make the emperor fully acquainted with the 
duke of Gueldrcs' rath conduct, and lav before 
him the infolent challenge he had lent the king 
of France, who, to make him fenfible of his folly, 
was pit* paring to march an anny into Germany, 
not any way hoitile to the emperor or to his ter- 
ritories* but liold v againtt this duke of Guddres, 
and to attack him whenever he should fiod him. 

Sir Guy de Honcourt, a valiant knight, and fir 
Ytcs d"Orient* one of the judges in parliament, 
were appointed amhatfiador* to carry uas meflage 

to 
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to the emperor. When they had received their 
inftructions and made their preparations, they 
took leave of the king and his uncles, aftd rode 
for Chalons in Champagne, with an attendance 
Suitable to their rank, and the purpofe they were 
going on. They met the lord de Coucy at 
Ch&lons, retaining knights and rhen at arms from 
Bar, Lorraine and (Champagne for this expedition, 
of which he was to command, the van-guard* 
He entertained the ambaffadors one day fplen- 
didly at dinner, and on the morrow they conti- 
nued the road to Sainte Menehould, and thence 
towards Luxembourg, to gain intelligence where 
the emperor was. 



CHAP. XXXIV. 

THE XING OF FRANCE AND HIS COUNCIL PERMIT 
THE DUKE OF BRITTANY TO RETURN HOME.— 
THE STATES OF BRABANT SEND .EXCUSES TO 
THE RING OF FRANCE, FOR NOT ALLOWING HIS 
ARMY TO PASS THROUGH THEIR COUNTRY. — 
THE SUCCESS OF THE AMBASSADORS WITH 
THE EMPEROR. 

ALTHOUGH ambaffadors had been feat to 
the emperor, the French did, no way relax 
in their warlike preparations. It was fignified to 
all to affemble in readinefs for the field in of near 
the country of Champagne by the middle of the 
enfuing Auguft; fince the king had then deter- 
mined 



mined to begin his march, whether 0r ttot af 
fliould receive anfwers, through fir Guy de Hon? 
court and mailer Yves d'Orient, from the ejai* 
peror of Germany. 

The king and his uncles thinking it was notf 
time to difmifs the duke of Brittany, he was fum- 
* moned to Montereau, where the king mo&kipdly 
received him, as did the dukes of Burgundy au4 
Touraine. The duke of Berry was at the time in 
Berry making his preparations and levies of m$p 
at arms, having fixed on Poitou for the place of 
affembly, before they began their march. The 
king and the duke of Burgundy, as I have feid, 
treated the duke of Brittany in the moft friendly 
manner. - He had before furrendered the caftles 
and town of Jugon to the officers of the conftable, 
but made great difficulty to pay back the hun- 
dred thoufand francs, which had been expended 
in the provifioning his caftles, and in retaining 
men at arms the whole of laft winter, thinking a 
war would be declared againft him ; but he was 
fo fairly fpoken to, that he promifed the king and 
the duke of Burgundy to repay this fum, of one 
hundred thoufand francs, in the courfe of five 
years, by yearly payments of twenty thoufand 
francs. The duke, after this, took leave of the 
king, who made him very handfome prefents of 
jewels, and went back to Paris. The duke of 
Burgundy, before his departure, gave to him and 
his knights a magnificent entertainment in his 
h6tel, called the h6tel d'Artois, when they fepa- 
ratedon the moft friendly terms. 

The 



The duke of Brittany made no long fiay after 
this at Paris; but having arranged bis affairs, and 
had his expenfes paid by his officers, he fet out, 
taking the road to Eftampes, travelled through 
Beauce to Beaugency on the Loire, with a nu- 
merous body of attendants riding before him. 
From Beaugency his attendants continued their 
road through the country of Blois, Touraine, 
Maine and Anjou; but the duke had his vellels 
waiting for him at Beaugency, and embarking 
on board a handfome yacht, with the lords de 
Montfort and de Maleftroit, failed down the 
Loire, pafling under the bridge at Blois, and not 
flopping until be came to Nantes, when he was 
in his own country. 

I will now leave the duke of Brittany, who 
ftrictly kept the engagements he had entered 
into with the king of Fiance and his uncles, and 
lias never iince done any thing worthy of being 
remembered in this hiiiory, nor do 1 know if he 
ever will. If he ihould, I will relate it, according 
to the manner it fhall be told me. 

The king of France was bufily employed in mak- 
ing his preparations to invade Gueldreland. The 
lord de Coucy, on his return to Montereau, in- 
formed the king and his uncles, that all the chi- 
valry of Bar, Lorraine, Burgundy, and as far as 
the Rhine, were ready and willing to attend them, 
in their expedition to Germany. The king was 
much pleafed on hearing this, and faid, that * if it 
plcal'ed God. he would this year pay avilitto his 
coufins of Gueldres and Juliers.' A council was 

held 
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mined to begin his march, whether or not fi# 
fliould receive anfwers, through fir Guy de Hon* 
court and matter Yves d'Orient, from the em* 
peror of Germany. 

The king and his uncles thinking it was novf 
time to difmifs the duke of Brittany, he was film- 
* moned to Montereau, where the king molt kindly 
received him, as did the dukes of Burgundy and 
Touraine. The duke of Berry was at the time in 
Berry making his preparations and levies of men 
at arms, having fixed on Poitou for the place of 
affembly, before they began their march. The 
king and the duke of Burgundy, as I have faid, 
treated the duke of Brittany in the moil friendly 
manner. * He bad before furrendered the caftles 
and town of Jugon to the officers of the conftable, 
but made great difficulty to pay back the hun- 
dred thoufand francs, which had been expended 
in the provifioning his caftles, and in retaining 
men at arms the whole of laft winter, thinking a 
war would be declared againft him ; but he was 
fo fairly fpoken to, that he promifed the king and 
the duke of Burgundy to repay this fum, of one 
hundred thoufand francs, in the courfe of five 
years, by yearly payments of twenty thoufand 
francs. The duke, after this, took leave of the 
king, who made him very handfome prefents of 
jewels, and went back to Paris. The duke of 
Burgundy, before his departure, gave to him and 
his knights a magnificent entertainment in his 
b&tel, called the hotel d'Artois, when they fepa- 
rated on the mod friendly terms. 

The 
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The duke of Brittany made no long ftay after 
this at Paris; but having arranged his affairs, and 
had his expenfes paid by his officers, he fet out, 
taking the road to Eftampes, travelled through 
Beauce to Beaugency on the Loire, with a nu- 
merous body of attendants riding before him. 
From Beaugency his attendants continued their 
road through the country of Blois, Touraine, 
Maine and Anjouj but the duke had his veflels 
waiting for him at Beaugency, and embarking 
on board a handfome yacht, with the lords de 
Moutfort and de Maleftroit, failed down the 
Loire, patting under the bridge at Blois, and not 
flopping until he came to Nantes, when he was 
in his own country. 

I will now leave the duke of Brittany, who 
ftrictly kept the engagements he had entered 
into with the king of France and his uncles, and 
has never iince done any thing worthy of being- 
remembered iu this hiliory, nor do 1 know if he 
ever will. If he mould, I will relate it, according 
to the manner it lhall be told me. 

The kiugof France wasbubly employed in mak- 
ing his preparations to invade Gueldrcl<iiul. The 
lord de Coney, on his return to Montereau, in- 
formed the king and his uncles, that all the chi- 
valry of Bar, Lorraine, Burgundy, and as far as 
the Rhine, were ready and willing to attend them, 
in their expedition to Germany. The king was 
much pleafed on hearing this, and faid, that ' if it 
pleafed God, he would this year pay avilit to his 
coufins of Gueldres and Juliers.' A council was 

held 
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inarch (for there were upwards of twelve thou- 
land carriages,without counting baggage horfes), 
to lay. open the foreft, and make roads where no 
traveller had ever before paffed. Every one was 
eager to be thus employed, more particularly 
thofe who were near the king's perfon ; for he 
was never fo popular at any time as he was now 
in Flanders, nor were his fubjects ever fo united 
to alljft him as in this expeditiop againftGueldres; 

While this was palling, the king lent the lord 
de Coucy to Avignon, to the perfon who ftyled 
himfelf pope Clement, I know not on what bu- 
finefs ; and the vifcount de Meaux, fir John de 
Roye and the lord de la Bonne, commanded in 
his ahfence. 

We will now fay fomething of the ambaffa- 
dors who had been fent to the emperor of Ger- 
many. They continued their journey until they 
arrived at Convalence*, where the emperor re- 
fided. After dismounting at their hotel, they 
made themfelves ready to wait on him, who had 
before beard of their coming, and was very im- 
patient to know the caufe of it. Having affem- 
hted his council, the ambaffadors were introduced 
to the preience of the emperor, whom they la- 
luted molt reverently, and gave him their cre- 
dential letters from the king of France. After 
be bad attentively perufed them, he eyed fir Guy 
de Honcourt, and faid, c Guy, tell us, in the 
name of God, what you are charged with/ The 
knight fpoke long and ably in explaining to the 

* ComkJKtt* QtQoaiwbfc. 
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emperor and his council , the reafons why Khe 
king of France was about to enter the German 
territory with a large army, not with the fmalleft 
intent to injure that or any other part of the ter- 
ritories belonging to the emperor,* but againft a 
perfonal enemy. He then named him, and 
added, — c The duke of Gueldres has thought 
proper to fend the king of France a moft info- 
lent challenge, couched in outrageous language, 
not ufual in fuch cafes, for which the king and 
his council have determined to punifh him. The 
king i therefore, entreats you, dear fire, from yonT 
connections with him by blood, that you will wot 
abet this duke in his prefumptuous conduct, but 
keep thofe treaties of alliance which have for- 
merly been made between you and France, as 
he on his part is refolved to abide by them/ 

The emperor, in reply, faid, — s Sir Guy, we 
have fome time been informed, that our coufin; 
the king of France, has been collecting'' a large 
body of men at arms, at a yaft expenfe, when it 
was uuneceffary for him to give himfelf fo much 
trouble for fo fmall an object ; for, had he made 
his complaints to me, I would have forced the 
duke of Gueldres to hear reafon without the great 
expenfe he has been at.' € Sire,' anfwered fir 
Guy, c you are very kind in thus exprefiing your- 
felf - 9 but our lord, the king of France, values 
neither expenfe nor trouble wherever his honour 
is concerned ; and his council are folely anxious 
that you fliould not be diflatisfied with him, for 
he is determined in no way to infringe the trea- 
ties that exift between France and Germany :. 

<^2 ws. 
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qxx the contrary, to ftrengthen them as much as 
poflible, and for this have fir Yves d'Orient and 
myfelf been fent hither/ c We are by no means,' 
faid the emperor, c diffatisfied with what is do- 
ing in France, and thank my coufin for the in- 
formation he fends me : let him come, in God's 
name, for I do not intend to move.' 

The ambaifadors were well pleafed with this 
reply, and confidered the matter as concluded 
to their wifli. They requefted anfwers to the 
letters they had brought, which were cheerfully 
promifed. They dined that day in the empe- 
ror's palace, and by his orders were well feafted. 
In the evening they retired to their lodgings, and 
managed things fo well, that the bufinefs was 
finifhed to their fatisfaction. Having received 
their letters in reply to thofe they had brought, 
they took leave of the emperor, and returned by 
the way they had come to the king of France ; of 
whom we will now fpeak. 
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CHAP. XXXV. 

THE COUNT DE BLOIS SENDS TWO HUNDRED 
LANCES TO SERVE THE KING IN HIS EXPEDI- 
TION TO GUELDRES. — THE AMBASSADORS 
BRING FAVOURABLE ANSWERS FROM THE EM- 
PEROR OF GERMANY. — THE KING OF FRANCE 
CONTINUES HIS MARCH TOWARD THE FOREST 
OF ARDENNES. — SIR HELION DE LIGNAC MAKES 
HIS REPORT TO THE DUKE OF BERRY, TOUCH- 
ING HIS MARRIAGE WITH THE DAUGHTER OF 
THE DUKE OF LANCASTER. 

HPHE great lords and barons of France were 
■*• bufily employed in making their prepara- 
tions for the expedition to Gueldres ; and thofe 
from the more, diftant parts of the kingdom, in 
Auvergne, Limoufin, Quercy, Rouergue, and 
other provinces, had already begun their march 
towards Champagne. The greater numbers 
came from Picardy, Burgundy, Champagne, Bar, 
and Lorraine, becaufe they were nearer the place 
of aflembly. The villages in France were not fo 
hardily treated as ufqal ; for the king had for- 
bidden, under pain of death, that any thing 
fliould be taken from them without payment. 

Notwithstanding this order was made very 
public, the men at arms on their march did much 
mifchief; far, though the punifhment was fo 
heavy, they could not abftain from what they 
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had been accuftomed to. They were indeed 
very badly paid, and confequently thought they 
had a right to provide for themfelves. This was 
the excufe they fti^tde whenever they were repri- 
manded by their Gaptain or marflial. 

The count de Blois was fummoned, and he re- 
turned for anfwer, he would fend two hundred 
chofen lances, well equipped and paid. I know 
«tot how he was dealt withal, but he fent two 
hundred knights and fquires to ferve the king, 
from his county of Hois, under the command of 
the lord de Vienne, fir William de Saint Martin, 
fir William dfe Chaumont, and the lord de Mon- 
*ig n y> who marched at their leifure towards 
Champagne, whither th£y had been ordered. 

The king of France left Montereau fur Yonne, 
and took the road for Chalons in Champagne, 
without the duke of Berry joining him. He was 
ftill in Berry, waiting the return of fir Helionde 
Lignac, with anfwers from the duke of Lancaf- 
ter, refpecting his marriage with his daughter. 
He, however, received none ; for the duke of 
Lancafter detained him at Bayonne, diffembling 
his opinion between him and the ambaffadors 
from Caftille ; but he was more inclined, as well 
as the duchefs, to clofe with the laft ; yet, before 
them, he fhewed the utmofl attentions to fir He- 
lion, to make them the more eager to finifh the 
bufinefs. 

The Caftillian ambaffadors laboured hard to 
bring the marriage to a conclufion. They 
were four in number, don Fernando, de L6ob, 
doctor in divinity and confeffor to the king* the 

bifhop 
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bifhop of Segovia, don Pedro Godelopie, and don 
Diego Loup, who were continually going or re- 
turning from one party to the other. The duke, 
however, gave them to underftand, that he would 
prefer an union with Caftille to one with France, 
provided they would agree to his terms. He 
demanded payment of fix hundred thoufand 
francs within three years, twelve thoufand francs 
annually for his and the duchefs's lives, and 
two thoufand more for the duchefs's houfehold 
yearly*. 

AVIil-ii it was known that the king had left 
Montereau for Chalons, all tliofe who had re- 
mained at home flattened their march to join him. 
Thither came the duke of Berry, whofe quarters 
were at Efpinay, and the duke of Bourbon, the 
count de la Marche, the dauphin d'Auvergne, 
the count de Sancerre, the count de St. Pol, the 
count de Tonnerre. Near the king's perfon 
were the duke of Burgundy, the duke of Lor- 
raine, the duke of Touraine, the conftahle of 



* Collins, ill his life of John of Gaunt, mentions the fol- 
lowing terms as agreed on by the duke of Lancafter ami king 
of Caftille. 

lmo. That Henry of Caftille, on his marrige with the lady 
Conflance, fliould bear the title of prince of Aiiurias. 

2do, That the kingdom of Caftille, Ike. rerert to them af- 
ter the death of the prefent king, and to their heirs. In de- 
fault of heirs, to Edmund of York, who had married don 
Pedro's fecond daughter. 

3tio, That the king of Caftille QiouM pay the duke of Lan- 
cafter 200,0001. towards the charges of his expedition, and 
10,0001. per annum during his and the ducheCt's lives. 

France, 
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France, fir John deVienne, fir Guy de li Trimou- 
ille, fir Barrois des Barres and fir John de Bueil. 

The whole country round Rheims and Chalons* 
to the extent of twelve leagues, was deftroyed by 
tjhefe men at arms, who were difperfed over it, 
from Sainte Menehould to Monftier in Bar, to 
Chaumont in Bafligni*, to Vitry en Pertoisf, 
and the whole of the bifhopricks of Troyes and 
Langres. The lord de Coucy was not yet re* 
turned from his journey to Avignon* 

About this time fir Guy de Honcourt and fir 
Yves d'Orient came back from their embaffy to 
the emperor, and met the king at Chalons. The 
king and his nobles were rejoiced at their arrival, 
and inquired the news. They told than all that 
had pafied ; that the emperor had very kindly 
received them , and handfomely entertained them ; 
and fur Guy added,-*-' Sire, and you my lords, 
when the emperor and his council had read your 
letters and the copy of the duke of Gueldres' 
challenge, they were very indignant at his pre* 
fumption, and are defirous, from what we could 
learn, that he ftould be punifhed for his info- 
lence: nor will the emperor make any opposition 
to your intended war, which he feems indeed 
much to approve of, but keep fiiictly to all the 
articles of the treaties entered into between him 
and France, fo that all your doubts concerning 
his conduct may be diffipated/ 



\, a (mall country on the confines of Champagne 
and Lorraine: Chaumont is die capital. 

t Vkry en Pertois* a fiuaB town in Champagne, DearVitry 
Je Francois. 

The 
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The king of France and his council were well 
fatisfied on hearing this, although many faid, 
that whether the emperor would or not, they 
were in fuflicient numbers to go whither they 
pleafed without fearing any one. 

The king gave orders for the march of the 
army, and he left Chalons for Grand Pre*, where 
he remained for three days. He could not make 
any long marches from the great concourfe of 
men that were in his front, in his rear, and on 
all fides ; and he was forced to move gently on 
account of his great train of baggage and pur- 
veyances, which occupied a length of fourteen 
country leagues, and was daily increafmg. 

The count de Grand Pre received the king in 
his town with every refpect.and ordered all things 
fo much to the king's pleafure, that he expreffed 
his fatisfaction to the count, who was attached 
to the van divifion. The duke of Lorraine and 
fir Henry de Bar here joined the king with a 
handfome company of men at arms. The duke 
of Lorraine was ordered to the divifion of his 
fon-in-law, the lord de Coucy, but fir Henry de 
Bar remained near the king. 

The pioneers had been continually employed 
in clearing the foreft of Ardennes, by felling of 
timber, and making roads where none had ever 
been before. They had much difficulty in the 
filling up of valleys and forming a tolerable road 
for the carriages to pafs, and there were upwards 



* Grand Pre, a town in Champagne, election of Sainte 
Menehould. 
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of three thousand workmen who laboured at no- 
thing elfe, from Vierton to Neufchatel in the 
Ardennes. 

The duchefe of Brabant was exceedingly 
pleafed when (he heard for certain that the king 
of France was on his march through the Ar- 
dennes, and concluded (he fliould now have her 
revenge on the duke of Gueldres, and that the 
king of France would make both him and his fa- 
ther, the duke of Juliers, repent of their con- 
duct, which had given her many mortifications. 
She fet out in handfome array from Bruffels, ac- 
companied by the lord de Samines, in the Ar- 
dennes, the lord de Bocejars, the lord de Broque- 
hort, and feveral others, for Luxembourg, to re- 
ceive the king, and have fome converfation with 
him. She croffed the Meufe by the bridge at 
Huy*, and went to Baftoigne, where ftie halted; 
for the king was to pafs there, or very near it, 
which he did. When he fet out from Grand 
Pr£, he croffed the Meufe at Morfayf, with his 
whole army ; but his marches were very fliort, 
for the reafons I have before given. 

News was brought to the dukes of Juliers and 
Gueldres, for fuch intelligence is foon fpread 
abroad, that the king of France was on his 
march to vifit them, with an army of one hun- 



* Huy, a town in the biftioprick of Liege, capital of 
the Condrotz, on the confluence of the (mail river Huy and 
the Meufe, 

t Morfay. Q. Mouzon. 
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dred thoufand men ; and that he had never col- 
lected fo large a body, except when he inarched 
to Bourbourg, imagining the Englifh to foe in 
greater force than he found them. 

The duke of Juliers began to be greatly alarm* 
ed; but his fon, th£ duke of Gueldres, made 
light of it, faying, — c Let them come: the 
greater the number, the fooner will they be worn 
down, their baggage deftroyed, and their pur- 
veyances ruined. Winter is coming on, and . 
my country is a ftrong one; : they will not eafily 
enter it, and, when they make the attempt, (hall 
be driven back with other founds than trumpets. 
They muft always keep together, which will be 
impoffible, if they mean to invade my territory ; 
and, if they feparate, my people will take them 
whether they will or no. — However, our couiin 
of France fhews good courage ; and I give him 
credit for doing what I would attempt if in his 
place/ Such were the conversations the duke 
of Gueldres held with his knights on this fub- 
ject; but the duke of Juliers was, on the contra- 
ry, quite difconfolate ; for he faw, if the French 
were determined on it, his country muft be ruined 
and burnt. He fent for his brother, the arch- 
bifliQp of Cologne, and his coufin, fir Arnold de 
Homes, bifhop of Liege, to confult with them 
on the occafion, and fee if there were any proba- 
ble remedy to prevent his lands being defpoiled. 

Tfaefe two prelates gave him the beft advice 
in their power, and recommended him to hum- 
ble himfelf before the king of France and his 
uncles, and fubmit to their will- . The duke 
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having anfwered, that he would moll cheerfully 
do fo, the bifhop of Utrecht, who was likewife 
prefent, with the aflent of the archbifhop, ad- 
vifed the bifhop of Liege to fet out with his ar- 
ray to meet the king of France, and treat with 
him on this fubject. 

The king of France continued his march, but 
only twd, three, or four leagues a day, and fome- 
times not one, from the great baggage, which 
was too large by far, that accompanied him. 
Sir William de Lignac, and his brother fir He- 
lion, joined the kiftg between Mouzon and Notre 
Dame d'Amot*, where the duke of Berry, with 
his body of five hundred fpears, was quartered. 
Sir William had come from the fiege of Venta- 
■ dour, by orders of the duke of Berry, as had fir 
John Bonne-lance by fimilar ones from the duke 
of Bourbon. . They had left their army under 
the command of fir John Bouteiller and fir Lewis 
d'Ambiere,as they were defirous of attending the 
king in this expedition. Sir Helion had come 
from Bayonne, where he had been treating, as 
you have heard, with the duke of Lancafter, for 
the marriage of his daughter with the duke of 
Berry. 

The duke of Berry made him good cheer, and 
inquired after his fuccefs. Sir Helion related 
every thing that had paired, and told him the 
king of Caftille was earneftly negociating a peace 
with the duke of Lancafter by the union of his 



* Amot QL Arlon. 

fon, 



fon, the prince of Galicia, with his daughter. 
The duke was very penfive on hearing this, and, 
after a paufe, faid, — ' Sir Helion you will return 
to France; and I will fend you once more, ac- 
companied by the bifliop of Poitiers, for the duke 
of Lancafter's decifive anfwer; but at this mo- 
ment we have enough on our hands. 

This fame week, the lord de Coucy returned 
from Avignon to the king in the Ardennes, to 
the great joy of the who'.e army. 



CHAP. XXXVI. 



THE PRINCIPAL BARONS OF SCOTLAND ASSEMBLE 
IN ARMS TO MAKE WAR ON ENGLAND.— THEY 
LEARN FROM A SPY WHOM THEY TAKE PRI- 
SONER THAT THE ENGLISH ARE ACQUAINTED 
WITH THEIR INTENTIONS. 



¥ HAVE before related in this hiftory the trou- 
-1 bles king Richard of England had fuffered 
from his quarrels with his uncles, urged on by 
the wicked counfel of the duke of Ireland, which 
had caufed feveral knights to lofe their heads, 
and the archbifliop of York nearly to be deprived 
of his benefice. By the advice of the archbifliop 
of Canterbury and the king's new council, the 

lord 
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lord Neville who had commanded the defence 
of the frontiers of Northumberland for five ye*fs 
again ft the Scots, was difmiffed : for this femce 
he had been paid by the counties of Northum- 
berland and Durham, the fiun of fixteen thou* 
land francs annually. 

Sir Henry Percy being appointed in his Jfead 
to this command, with a falary of eleven thou- 
fand francs yearly, was a circumft&nee w^ich 
created much animofity and hatred between the 
Percies and Nevilles, who were neighbours an4 
had been friends. The barons and knights of 
Scotland, knowing of this, determined on an in- 
road to England, as the opportunity was favour- 
able, now the Englifh were quarrelling among 
themfelves, to make fome return for the many 
infults they had fuffered from them. 

In order that their intentions might not be 
known, they appointed a feaft to be holden at 
Aberdeen, on the borders of the Highlands. The 
greater part of the barons. attended; and it was 
then refolved, that on the middle of Auguft of 
the year 1388, they would affemble all their 
forces at a caftle called Jedworth, fituated amidfi 
deep forefis and on the borders of Cumberland. 
Having arranged every thing concerning this 
bufinefs, they feparated, but never mentioned 
one word of their intentions to the king ; for they 
faid among themfelves, he knew nothing about 
war. 

On the appointed day, earl James Douglas, 
firft arrived at Jedworth: then came John earl 

of 
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of Moray, the earl of March and Dunbar, fir 
William de Fif, Stephen earl of Menteith*, Wil- 
liam earl of Mar, fir Archibald Douglas, fir Ro- 
bert Avercequi, fir Marc Ordrennen, fir Wil* 
liara and fir James Lindfay , fir Thomas Bery, fir 
Alexander Lindfay, the lord de Sechin, fir John 
de Sobelans, fir Patrick Dunbar, fir John Sin- 
clair, fir Patrick Sohopbone, fir John Montgo- 
mery, fon to the lord of that name, and his two 
other fons ; .fir John Malifnel, fir Adam de Gla~ 
4ivin, fir William de Redurin, fir William Sta- 
nac, fir John de Halpebreton, fir Alidier and fir 
Robert Landre, fir Stephen Frazer, fir Alexan- 
der and fir John Ramfay, fir William de Morbe- 
reth, fir Maubert Here, fir William de Waleram, 
fir John Amouftan, David Filium, Robert Co- 
lennie, with numbers of other knights and fquires 
of Scotlandf. 

There had not been feen, for fixty years, fo 
numerous an affembly : they amounted to 
twelve hundred fpears, and forty thoufand other 
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* -Earl of Menteith.—' At the time of this battle (of Otter- 
bourne), the earldom of Menteith was poflefled by Robert 
Stewart, earl of Fife, third fon of king Robert II. who, accord- 
ing to Buchanan, commanded the Scots that entered by Car- 
lifle. But our minftrel had probably an eye to the family 
of £raham, who had this earldom when the battle wai writ- 
ten.' 

Reliqucs of Ancient Engiish Poetry. 

- f For an explanation of thefe names; fee page 27L 

men 
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men and archers. With the nfe of the bow the 
Scots are little acquainted; but they fling their 
axes over their (houlders, and, when engaged in 
battle, give deadly blows with them. 

Thefe lords were well pleafed on meeting 
each other, and declared they would never re-> 
turn to their homes withbut having made an 
inroad on England, and to fuch an effect that 
it fliould be remembered for twenty years to 
come. The more completely to combine their 
plans, they fixed another meeting to be held 
at a church in the foreft of Jed worth, called 
Zedon*, before they began their march to Eng- 
land. 

Intelligence was carried to the ear! of Nor- 
thumberland (for every thing is known to 
thofe who are diligent in their inquiries), to his 
children, to the ienefchal of York, and to fir 
Matthew Redman, governor of Berwick, of the 
great feaft that was to be kept at Aberdeen. To 
learn what was done at it, thefe lords fent thither 
heralds and minfirels. The Scots barons could 
not tranfact their bufinefe fo fecretly but it 
was known to thefe minfirels, that there was 
to be a grand aflembly of men at arms in the 
fbreft of Jedworth. They obferved alfo, 



* « Zedon. The monastery of Zedon, at which the fcottiih 
leaders are faid to have held their meeting previous to entering 
England, is, I fhould fuppofe, the modern Kirk-Yethotm, ex- 
actly upon the borders, and near the foot of Cheviot: the name 
is pronounced Yetto'm,whtch comes very nearYedon/— W. S, 

much 
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much: agitation through the country, and, on 
their return to Newcaftle, gave a faithful report 
of all they had feen or heard to their lords. 

The barops and knights of Northumberland in 
confequence made their preparations, but very 
fecretly, that the Scots might not know of it, and 
put off their intended inroad, and had retired to 
their caftles ready to fally forth on the firft no- 
tice of the arrival of the enemy. They faid, — 

* If the Scots enter the country through Cum- 
berland by Carl ifle, we will ride into Scotland, 
and do them more damage than they can do to 
us; for theirs is an open country, which may 
be entered any where, but ours is the contrary, 
with strong and well fortified towns and caftles.' 

• To be more fure of their intenfions, they re- 
folved to fend an Englifh gentleman, well ac- 
quainted with the country, to this meeting in 
the foreft of Jedworth. The Englifh fquire jour- 
neyed without interruption until he came to the 
church of Yetholm, where the Scots barons 
were afTembled, and entered it, as a fervant fol- 
lowing his matter, and heard the greater part of 

. their plans. When the meeting was near break- 
ing up, he left the church on his return, and 
went to a tree, thinking to find his horfe which 
he had tied there by the bridle, but he was 
gone ; for a Scotfman (they are all thieves) had 
ftolen him. He was fearful* of making a noife 
about it, and fet off on foot, though booted and 
fpurred. He had- not gone two bow-fhots from 
the church before he was noticed by two Scots 
knights who were in converfation. The firft 

Vol. IX. R vrtio 
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who few Him And,**' I feaet witaeffed inisny 
wonderful things, bat what I now fee it eqwd 
to any : that man yonder has, I believe, loft hit 
hftrfe, ftnd yet mates no inquiries after it. On 
my troth* I tfonbt much if he 4>elongs to «e i let 
usgo -after him, and fee whether I am right or 
not/ 

The two knights foon overtook him. On 
their approach he was alarmed, and wiflted him* 
folf any where elfe. They asked him whether 
be was going, whence he had come, and what 
be had done with his horfe. As fee centra* 
dieted himfelf in his anfwers, they laid 'hands tm 
him, and faid he muft come before their cap* 
tains, and was brought back to the cbufech of 
Yetholm, to the earl of Douglas and the oilier 
lords. They examined him clofely, for they 
knew him for an Englishman, as to the veafona 
he had come thither, and affnrad him, if he did 
not truly anfwer all their qaeftions, his bead 
fhoukl be itruck off; but, if he told the truth, 
no harm ihould happen to haau 

Very unwillingly he obeyed, for the love 
life prevailed ; and the Scots barons 
he had been fent by the earl of Northumberland 
to discover the number of their forces, and whi* 
ther they were to march. This intelligence gave 
them the greatest pleafure, and they would not 
on any account but have taken this fpy. 

He was asked where the barons of 
berland were? if they had any intend 
making an excurfion r and what road to 
land they would take ; along the fea4hoie 



Berwick to Dunbar, or by the mountains through 
the country of Menteith to Stirling? He re- 
plied, — ' Since you will force me to tell the 
truth, when I left NewGaftle, there were not any 
figns of an excursion being made ; but the ba- 
rons are all ready to fet out at a moment's 
Warning, as foon as they (hall hear you have 
entered England. They will not oppofe you, 
for they are not in fufficieivt numbers to meet 
fo large a body as you are reported to them to 
confift of.' — ' And what do they eftimate our 
numbers at in Northumberland ?' faid lord Mo- 
ray. ' They fay, my lord/ replied the fquire, 
' that you have full forty thoufand men, and 
twelve hundred fpears ; and by way of counte- 
racting your career, mould you march to Cum- 
berland, they will take the road through Ber- 
wick to Dunbar, Dalkeith and Edinburgh : if 
you follow the other road, they will then march 
to Carlifle, and enter your country by theft* 
mountains.' 

The Scottifli lords, on hearing this, were G- 
lent, but looked at each other. The English 
squire was delivered to the governor of the caftle 
of Jedworth, with orders to have particular 
guard over him ; when they conferred together 
in the church of YethoJm, and formed other 
plaraj. 
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CfcAP. XXXVII. 

« 

THE SCOTS FORM THEIR ARMY INTO TWO DIVI- 
SIONS; ONE, UNDER THE COMMAND OF SIR 
ARCHIBALD DOUGLAS, MARCHES TO CARLISLE, 
AND THE OTHER TO NEWCASTLE ON TYNE, 
COMMANDED BY THE EARL OF DOUGLAS,— 
AT THE BARRIERS OF WHICH PLACE, HE CON- 
QUERS THE PENNON OF SIR HENRY PERCY. 

r i^HE barons of Scotland were in high f pints 
-^ at this intelligence, and conlidered their 
fuccefs as certain, now they knew the difpofi- 
tion of the enemy. They held a council, as to 
their mode of proceeding, and the wifeft and 
moft accuftomed to arms, fuch as fir Archibald 
Douglas, the earl of Fife, fir Alexander Ramfay, 
fir John Sinclair and fir James Lindfay, were 
the fpeakers : they faid, — c That to avoid any 
chance of failing in their attempt, they would 
advise the army to be divided, and two expedi- 
tions to be made, lb that the enemy might be 
puzzled whither to march their forces. The 
largeit divilion with the baggage, fhould go to 
Carlille, in Cumberland ; and the other, con- 
lilting of three or four hundred fpears, and two 
thoufand itout infantry and archers, all well 
mounted, lhould make for Newcaftle on Tyne, 
erofs the river, and enter Durham, fpoiling and 
burning the count rv\ . Thev will have commit- 
ted great wane in England before our enemies 
can have any information of their being there : 
if we find they come in purfuit of us, which 
3il* .' " ' • they 
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they certainly will, we will then unite together, 
and fix on a proper place to offer them battle, 
as we all feem to have that defire, and to gain 
honour ; for it is time to repay them fome of the 
miichiefs they have done to us.' 

This plan was adopted, and fir Archibald 
Douglas, the earl of Fife, the earl of Sutherland, 
the earl of Menteith, the earl of Mar, the earl 
of Stratherne, fir Stephen Frazer, fir George 
Dunbar, with fixteen other great barons of Scot- 
land, were ordered to the command of the largeft 
divifion that was to march to Carlifie. The 
earl of Douglas, the earl of March and Dunbar, 
and the earl of Moray were appointed leaders 
of the three hundred picked lances and two 
thoufand infantry, who were to advance to 
Newcaflle on Tyne and invade Northumberland. 

When thefe two divifions feparated, the lords 
took a very affectionate leave of each other, pro- 
mifing that if the Englifli took the field againft 
them, they would not fight until they were all 
united, which would give them fuch a fuperio- 
rity of force as mutt enfure victory. They then 
left tlieforeft of Jedworth, -one party marching 
to the right and the other to the left. 

The barons of Northumberland not finding 
their fquire return, nor hearing anything of the 
Scots, began to fufpect the accident which had 
happened. They therefore ordered every one to 
be prepared to march at a moment's notice, or 
when they fliould hear of the Scots having en- 
tered the country, for they confidered their 
fquire as loft. 

Let us return to the expedition under t\\ee»,\\ 
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of DctogMs stfid Ms corfipanions, fof- they had 
more to do than thi divrfion that went to Caf- 
lifle, ahd ttfere eager i6 perform fome deeds of 
arms. When the earls of Douglas, Moray kM 
March were feparated from the rtiairi body, ihkf 
determined to crofs the Tyhe and enter the bi- 
fhoprick of Durham, and, after they had dfc- 
fpoiled and burnt that country as far as the city 
of Durham, to feturn by Newcaftle, and qtislftefr 
therofelves there in fpite of the Englifli. 

This they executed, and riding at a good 
pace, thtough bye roads, without attacking 
town, caftle or hotrfe, arrived on the lands of the 
lord Percy, and crotfed the river Tyne, without 
any oppolition, at the place they had fixed 6n, 
about three leagues above Newcaftle, near to 
Brancepeth*, where they entered the ricti cofin- 
try of Durham, and inflantly began their war, 
by burning towns and flaying the inhabitants. 

Neither the earl of tfbtthtimherland nor the 
barons and knights of the country had heard 
anything of their invafion: but when intelli- 
gence came to Durham and Newcaftle thit th6 
Scots were abroad, which was indeed vifible 
enough from the fmoke that was every where 
leen, the earl of Northumberland fent his two 
fons to Newcaftle ; but he himfelf remained at 
Alnwick, and issued his orders for every one to 
repair thither alfo. Before his fons left him, he 
find, — « You will haft en to Newcaftle, where the 
whole country will join vou : I will remain 

* Brancepeth, — lour miles from Durham. A rein of a 
C|k jold.caftle remains, which I before has been lately fitted 

* for a rcfidenct. 
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here, for it 15 the road they may return by : it 
u-e can furroand them, we ih til do well ; but I 
know dot for certain where they now are.' 

Sir Henry and fir Ralph Percy obeyed their 
father's orders, and made for Newcaftle, accom- 
panied by the gentlemen and others fit to bear 
arms. In the mean time, the Scots continued 
deftroying and burning all before them, lb that 
the fmoke was vifible at Newcaftle. They came 
to the gates of Durham, where they skirmiihed, 
but made no long ftay, and fet out on their re- 
turn, as they had planned at the beginning of 
the expedition, driving and carrying away all 
the booty they thought worth their pains. 

The country is very rich between Durham 
and Newcaftle, which is but twelve Englifh 
miles diftant: there was not a town in all this 
diftrict, unlefs well inclofed, that was not burnt. 
The Scots re-crofted the Tyne at the fame place, 
and came before Newcaftle, where they halted. 

All the knights and fqniree of Yorkfliire were 
collected at Newcaftle, and thither came the 
fenefchals of York, fir Ralph Mowbray, fir Mat- 
thew Redman, governor of Berwick, fir Robert 
Angle, fir Thomas Grey, fir Thomas Holcon, 
fir John Felton, fir John Lierbon, fir William 
Warrichon, fir Thomas Boynton, the baron of 
Helcon, fir John Colpedic, and fo many others, 
the town was filled with more than it could lodge. 

The three Scots lords, having completed the 
object of their expedition into Durham, lay be- 
fore Newcaftle three days, where there was an 
almoft continual skirmifli. The fons of the earl 
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of Northumberland, from their great courage, 
were always the firft at the barriers, when many 
valiant deeds were done with lances hand' to 
hand. The earl of Douglas had a long conflict 
with fir Henry Percy, and in it, by gallantry of 
arm6, won his pennon, to the great vexation of 
fir Henry and the other Englifli. 

The earl of Douglas faid, — « I will carry this 
token of your prowefs with me to Scotland, and 
place it on the tower of my caille at Dalkeith, 
that it may be feen from far.' — * By God, earl 
of Douglas,' replied fir Henry, ' you (hall not 
even bear it out of Northumberland : be affured 
you {hall never have this pennon to brag of.' — 
' You muft come then,' anfwered earl Douglas, 
' this night and seek for it. I will fix your pen- 
non before qpy tent, and (hall fee if .you will 
venture to take it away.' 

As it was now late, the skirmifh ended, and 
each party retired to their quarters, to difarm 
and comfort themfelves. They had plenty of 
every thing, particularly fleflimeat. The Scots 
kept up a very ftrict watch, concluding,' from 
the words of fir Henry Percy, they fhould have 
their quarters beaten up this night : they were 
difappointed, for fir Henry was advifed to defer 
it. 
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CHAP. XXXVIII. 

THEJEARL OF DOUGLAS, WHEN ENCAMPED BE- 
. FORE OTTERBOURNE, IS ATTACKED BY SIR 
HENRY PERCY, TO RE-CONQUER HIS PENNON, 
AND A GENERAL BATTLE ENSUES. 

t m 

ON the morrow, the Scots diflodged from be- - 
fore Newcaftlej and, taking the road to 
their own country, they came to a town and 
caftle called Ponclau*, of which fir Havmon 
d'Alphel, a very valiant knight of Northumber- 
land, was the lord. They halted there about 
four o'clock in the morning, as they learnt the 
knight to be within it, and made preparations 
for the affault. This was done with'fuch cou- 
rage, that the place was won, and the knight 
made prifoner. After they had burnt the town 
and caftle, they marched away for Otterbournef, 
which was eight Englifh leagues from Newcaftle, 
and there encamped themfelves. 

This, day, they made no attack; but, very 
early on the morrow, their trumpets founded, 
and they made ready for the affault, advancing 
toward the caftle, which was tolerably ftrong, 
and fituated among marfhes. They attacked it 
fo long and fo unfuccefsfully, that they were 



* ' Ponclau. Portland, a village on the Blytbe, about five 
miles from Newcaftle/ — W. S. 

i Otterbourne — is fo well known from this celebrated bat- 
tle, and the old ballads, that it is almost needkfs to fay it is 
fituated in the parifh of ElfiLon, Northumberland. 

fatigued^ 
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fatigued, and therefore founded a retreat. Wheirv 
they had retired to their quarters, the chiefs 
held a councit how to act • and the greater part 
were for decamping on the morrow, without at- 
tempting more agauaft the caftle, to join their 
countrymen in the neighbourhood of Carirfle. 
But the earl of Douglas overruled this, by lay- 
ing : f In despite of fir Henry Percy, who the 
Aty before yefterday declared fie woulcl talfe 
from me his pennon, that I conquered by fair 
deeds of arms before the gates of Newcaftle, I 
trill h6t depart hence for two or three days ; 
and we will renew our attack on the caftle, for 
it is to be taken : we fhali thus gain double ho- 
nour, and fee if within that time he will pome 
for his pennon : if he do, it flfiall be weft de- 
fended/ 

Every one agreed to what earl Douglas had 
faid : for it was not orilv honourable, but he Was 
the principal commdndef; and, frbm affectl6h 
to him, they quietly returned to their quarter*. 
They made huts of trees and branches, and 
ftrongly fortified themfelves. They placed their 
bfcggage and fervants at the entrance of the 
tftarfh 6n the road to Newcaftle, and the cattle 
the^ drove into the marfh lands. 

I Mil returtl to fir Henry and fir Ralph Percy, 
tthb Wefe greatly mortified that the earl of 
Douglas ftiduld have conquered their pennon in 
the skirniifh before Newcaftle. They felt the 
more for this difgrace, becaufe fir Hmxj had 
not kept hi* word; for he had toM the 4&rtj thfct 
he fhould netk* tatty iris pfetrhdti dtltbt Eng- 
land, 
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land, and this he had explained to the knights 
who were with him in Newcaftte. 

The Englifh imagined the army under the 
eafl of Douglas to be only the van of the Scots, 
and that the main body was behind ; for whicli 
reafon thofe knights who had the moil experi- 
ence in arms, and were the beft acquainted with 
warlike affair?, ftrongly oppofed the propofal of 
fir Henry Percy to purfue them. They faid, — 
* Sir, many lotfes happ(_n in war: if the earl of 
Douglas has won your pennon, he has bought 
it dear enough; for he has come to the gates to 
feek it, and has been well fought with. An- 
other time you will gain from him as much, if 
not more. We fay fb, becaufe you know as 
well as we do, that the whole power of Scotland 
has taken the field. We are not fuflJciently ftrong 
to offer them battle ; and perhaps this skirmilh 
may have been only a trick to draw us out of 
the town ; and if they be, as reported, forty 
thoufand ftroug, they will furround us, and have 
us at their mercy. It is much better to Iofe a 
pennon than two or three hundred knights and 
fquires, and leave our country in a defenceleft 
ftate.' 

This fpeech checked the eagernefs of the two 
brothers Percy, for they would not act contrary 
to the opinion of the council ; when other news 
was brought them by fome knights and fquires 
who had followed and obferved the Scots, their 
numbers, difpofition, and where they had halted. 
This was all fully related by knights who had 
traverfed the whole extent of country the Scots 

\ah. 
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had palled through, that they might carry to. 
their lords the mod exact information. They 
thus fpoke, — ' Sir Henry and fir Ralph Percy, 
we come to tell you that we have followed the 
Scottish army, and obferved all.. the country 
where they now are. They firft halted at Port- 
land, and took fir Haymon de Alphel in his 
caftle : thence thev went to Otterbourne. and 
took up their quarters for the night. We are 
ignorant of what they did on the morrow,, but 
they feemed to have taken meafures for a long 
stay. We know for certain that their army 
does not confift of more than three thoufand 
men, including all forts. - 

Sir Henry Percy, on hearing this, was greatly 
rejoiced, and cried out; * To,horfe! tohorfe! 
for by the faith I owe my God, and to my lord 
and father, I will feek to recover my pennon, 
and to beat up their quarters this night/ Such 
knights and fquires in Newcaftle as learnt this 
were willing to be of the party, and made them- 
felves ready. 

The bifhop of Durham was expected daily at 
that town ; for he had heard of the irruption of 
the Scots, and that they were before it, in which 
were the fons of the earl of Northumberland 
preparing to offer them combat. The bifhop 
had collected a number of men, and was haften- 
ing to their affiftance, but fir Henry Percy would 
not wait ; for he was accompanied by fix hun- 
dred fpears, of knights and fquires, and upwards 
Of eight thoufand infantry, which, he faid^ would 
be more than enough to fight the Scots, who 
/., were 



were but three hundred lances and two thoufand 
others. 

When they were all afl'cmbled, they left New- 
caftle after dinner, and took the field in good 
arrav, following the road the Scots had taken, 
making for Otterbourne, which was eight fhort. 
leagues diftant; but they could not advance 
very fail, that their infantry might keep up with 
them. 

As the Scots were flipping, feme indeed were 
gone to ileep, for they had laboured hard during 
the day, at the attack of the caftle, and intended 
renewing it in the cool of the morning, the Eng- 
lish arrived, and miftook, at their entrance, the 
huts of the fervants for thofe of their mailers. - — 
They forced their way into the camp, which 
was, however, tolerably ftrong, fliouting out, 
; Percy ! Percy !' In fuch cafes, you may flip- 
pofe an alarm is foon given, and it was fortu- 
nate for the Scots the Englifh had made their 
firft attack on their fervants' quarters, which 

f checked them fome little. The Scots, expect- 
ing the Englifh, had prepared accordingly; for, 
while the lords were arming themfelves, they 
ordered a body of their infantry to join theix 
fervants and keep up the skirmilh. As their 
men were armed, they formed themfelves under 
the pennons of the three princial barons, who 
each had his particular appointment. 

In the mean time, the night advanced, but it 
was fufneiently light ; for the moon fhone, and 
it was the month of Auguil, when the weather 
is temperate and lerene. 
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When the Scots were quite ready, and pro- 
perly arrayed, they left their camp in fileoce, 
but did not march to meet the Engliih. l%ey 
skirted the fide of a mountain which was bud 
by ; for, during the preceding day, *hey had 
well examined the country around, and Arid 
among themfelres, < Should the EngSiftt come 
to be** up our quarters, we will do fo and Jfo/ 
and thus fettled their plans before-hand, which 
was the faring of them ; for it is of die greateft 
advantage to men at arms, when attacked in the 
night, to have previoufly arranged their mode 
of defence, and well to have weighed the chance 
of victory or defeat. 

The Engiifh had foon overpowered the fer- 
vants ; but, as they advanced into the camp, 
they found frefti bodies ready to oppofe them, 
and to continue the fight. The Scots, in the 
mean time, marched along the mountain fide, 
and'feH on the enemy's flank quite unexpected- 
ly, fliouting their cries. — This was a great fiir- 
prife to the Englifli, who, however, formed 
thenrfelves in better order, an A reinforced that 
part of their army. The cries of Percy iand 
Douglas refounded on each fide. 

The battle now raged : great was the pufhing 
of lances, and very many of each party were 
ftruck down at the firft onfet. The fenglifli 
being more numerous, and anxious to defea^the 
enemy, kept in a compact body, arid forced the 
Scots to retire, who were on the point of being 
difcomfited. ' " " N * r ' ' *' 

The earl of Douglas being young, and impa-. 

tient 
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taut t# .gain f epowa in acms, ordered his ban- 
i&x: 4& zdymcz, ifaautkig, € Douglas] Douglas!' 
$r Ifomy wd <ir Ralph Percy, indignant /for 
the *tifc** ,the earl of Douglas had put on iheau 
by ssftqueriug their pennon, aod dafiraus of 
making him, battened < to the place from which 
the .founds came, calling out, c Percy ! Percy ! 
The twp banners met, and many gallant deeds 
ef arms,epfued. The Englifti weFein.fuperior 
iirength, and fought fo luftily that .tliey, drove 
tack the Soots. Sir Patrick Hepburne, and his 
fen $>f the fame name, did honour to .their 
ItMghtbood and country, .by their gallantry, 
ttftder (the banner of Douglas, which would throe 
\mto pumquered but &r the vigorous .defence 
they wade ; - and this circumiiance not only con- 
ftitmtoA to their perfeual credit, but the memo- 
Xf of it is continued with honour to tlieir de* 

famdants. 

J w*tsmade#cquainted with all the particn* 
1*19 ?f this battle i>y -knights and <£quiseb atfho 
ttad bew aptors in it on each fide. There ware 
*ifo, with the Englifti, two valiant knights from 
the county of Foix, whom I had. the good /for- 
tune to meet at Orthes the year after this battle 
had been fought. Their names were fir John de 
Ch&teauneuf and Jphn de Cautiron. On my 
leturn frpm Eoix, I met like wife at ^vignwp* 
knight and two f quires of Scotland, of the party 
of earl Douglas. They knew me again, from 
the recollections I brought to their minds of 
their own country ; for in my youth, I, the au- 
thor of this hiftory, travelled all through Scot* 
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land, and was full fifteen days refident with 
William earl of Douglas, father of earl James, 
of whom we are now fpeaking, at his cattle of* 
Dalkeith, five miles diftant from Edinburgh. — 
Earl James was then very young, but a promif- 
ing youth, and he had a filler called Blanche*. 

I had my information, therefore, from both 
parties, who agree that it was the hardeft and 
moil obftinate battle that was ever fought. This 
I readily believed, for the Englifh and Scots are 
excellent men at arms, and whenever they meet 
in battle they do' not fpare each other ; nor is 
there any check to their courage fo long as their 
weapons endure. — When they have well beaten 
each other, and one party is victorious, they 
are fo proud of their conqueft, that they ranfom 
their prifoners inftantly, and in fuch courteous 
manner to thofe who have been taken, that on 
their departure they return them their thanks. 
However, when in battle, there is no boy's play 
between them, nor"do they fhrink from the com- 
bat ; and you will fee, in the further detail of 
this battle, as excellent deeds performed as 
were ever witnefled. 



* Blanche. Earl William Douglas was firft married to 
Margaret, daughter of the earl of Mar. By her he had two 
children, James, who fucceeded him in his honours, and 
ItabtL 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 

THE EARL OF DOUGLAS, IN RALLYING HIS MEtf 
WHO WERE RETREATING, IS MORTALLY 

WOUNDED. SIR RALPH PERCY, BADLY 

WOUNDED, SURRENDERS TO SIR JOHN MAX- 
WELL, WHO PUTS HIM IN THE HANDS OF 
THE EARL OF MORAY. 

Y I'^HE knights and fquires of either partywerc 
■*■ anxious to continue the combat with vi- 
gour as long as their fpears might he capable of 
holding. Cowardice was there unknown, and 
the moft fplendid courage was every where ex- 
hibited by the gallant youths of England and 
Scotland: they were fo clofely intermixed, that 
the archers' bows were ufelefs, and they fought 
hand to hand without either battalion giving 
way. The Scots behaved moft valiantly, for 
the Englifh were three to one. I do not mean 
to fey the Englifh did not acquit themfelves 
well; for they would fooner be flain or made 
prifoners in battle, than reproached with flight. 

As I before mentioned, the two banners of 
Douglas and Percy met, and the men at arms, 
under each, exerted themfelves by every means, 
to gain the victory; but the Englifh, at this at- 
tack, were fo much the ftronger, that the Scots 
were driven back. The earl of Douglas, whe 
was of a high fpirit, feeing his men repulfed, 
feized a battle-axe with both his hands, like a 

VOL. IX. S gallant 
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gallant knight, and, to rally his men, dafhed 
into the midft of his enemies, and gave fuch 
blows on all around him, that no one could 
withfiand them, but all made way for him on 
every fide ; for there were none fo well armed 
with helmets or plates but that they fuffered 
from his battle-axe. Thus he advanced, like 
another Hector, thinking to recover and con- 
quer the field, from his own prowefs, until he 
was met by three fpears that were pointed at 
him : one ftruck him on the (houlder, another 
on the ftomach, near the belly, and the third 
entered his thigh. He could pever difengage 
himfelf from thefe fpears, but was borne to the 
ground fighting defperately. From that mo- 
ment he never rofe again. Some of his knights 
and fqu ires had followed him, but not all; for, 
though the moon (hone, it was rather dark. 

The three Englifh lances knew they had ftruck 
down feme perfon of confiderable rank, but 
never thought it was earl Douglas: had they 
known it, they would have been fo rejoiced that 
their courage would have been redoubled, and 
the fortune of the day had consequently been 
determined to their fide. The Scots were igno- 
rant alfo of their lofk until the battle was over, 
otherwife they would certainly, from defpair, 
have been difcomfited. 

I will relate what befel the earl afterward. 
As foon as he fell, his head was cleaved with a 
battle-axe, the fpear thruft through his thigh, 
And the main body of the Englifh marched over 

him 
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him without paying any attention, not fuppof- 
iug him to be their principal enemy: 

In another part of the field the earl of March 
and Dunbar combated valiantly j and theEng- 
lifli gave the Scots full employment who had 
followed the earl of Douglas, and had engaged 
with the two Percies, 

The earl of Moray behaved fo gallantly in 
pnrfuing the Englifti, that they knew not how 
to refift him. 

Of all the battles that have been defcribed in 
this history, great and final], this of which I am 
now fpeaking was the bell fought and the moll 
fevere; for there was not a man, knight or 
fquire, who did not acquit himfelf gallantly, 
hand to hand with his enemy. It refembled 
foinething that of Cocherel, which was as long 
and as hardily difputed. 

The fons of the earl of Northumberland, fir 
Henry and fir Ralph Percy, who were the lead- 
ers of this expedition, behaved themfelves like 
good knights in the combat. Almoft a fimilar 
accident befel fir Ralph as that which happened 
to the earl of Douglas j for, having advanced 
too far, he was furrounded by the enemy and 
Severely woundedj and, being out of breath, fur- 
rendered himfelf to a Scots knight, called fir 
John Makirel*. who was under the command, 
and of the houfehold, of the earl of Moray. 

When made prifoner, the knight afked him 



* Makirel, — Maxwelle, — Pinkenon't History of Scotland . 
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who hfc was ; for it was dark, and he knew him 
not. Sir Ralph was fo weakened by lofs of 
blood, which was flowing from his wound, that 
he could fcarcely avow himfelf to be fir Ralph 
Percy. € Well/ replied the knight, c fir Ralph, 
refcued or not, you are my prifoner : my name 
is Maxwelle.' — c I agree to it/ faid fir Ralph, 
* but pay fome attention to me ; for I am fo def- 
perately wounded, that my drawers and greaves 
are full of blood/ 

Upon this, the Scots knight was very atten- 
tive to him ; when fuddenly hearing the cry of 
.Moray hard by, and perceiving the earl's ban* 
ner advancing to him, fir John addrefled himfelf 
to the earl of Moray, and faid, — € My lord, I 
prefent you with fir Ralph Percy, as a prifoner; 
but let good care be taken of him, for he is very 
badly wounded/ 

The earl was much pleafed at this, and re- 
plied, € Maxwelle, thou haft well earned thy 
fpurs this day. 9 He then ordered his men to 
take every care of fir Ralph, who bound up 
and (launched his wounds. The battle ffill 
continued to rage, and no one could fey at that 
moment which fide would be the conqueror, for 
there were very many captures and refeues that 
never came to my knowledge. 
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CHAP. XL. 

THE EARL OF DOUGLAS, THOUGH MORTALLY 
WOUNDED, ORDERS HIS BANNER TO BE RAISED, 
AS THE BEARER HAD BEEN SLAIN, AND FOR- 
BIDS HIS LAMENTABLE STATE TO BE MADE 
KNOWN TO HIS MEN, URGING THEM ON TO 
THE COMBAT, BY WHICH THEY DEFEAT 
THEIR ENEMIES AND MAKE SIR HENRY PERCY 
WITH MANY MORE PRISONERS. 

HPHE young earl of Douglas had this night 
-*- performed wonders in arms. When he was 
llruck down, there was a great crowd round 
him ; and he could not raife himfelf, for the 
blow on his head was mortal. His men had fol- 
lowed him as clofely as they were able; and 
there came to him his counns, fir James Lind- 
fay, fir John and fir Walter Sinclair, with other 
knights and fquires. They found by his fide a 
gallant knight that had couftantly attended him, 
who was his chaplain, and had at this time ex- 
changed his profeflion for that of a valliant man 
at arms. The whole night he had followed 
the earl with his battle-axe in hand, and had by 
his exertions more than once repulfed the Eng- 
lifli. This conduct gained the thanks of his 
countrymen, and turned out to his advantage, 
for in the fame year he was promoted l;o the 
archdeaconry and made canon of Aberdeen. 
His name was fir William de Norbenich*. To 






* William of North Berwick. See note, p. 271. 
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fay the truth, he was well formed in all his 
limbs to fhine in battle, and was feverely wound- 
ed at this combat. 

When thefe knights came to the earl of Dou- 
glas, they found him in a melancholy ftate, as 
well as one of his knights, fir Robert Hart, who 
had fought by his fide the whole of the night, 
and now lay befide him, covered with fifteen 
wounds from lances and other weapons. 

Sir John Sinclair afked the earl, c Coufin, how 
fares it with you?' — 'But fo fo,' replied he. — 
c Thanks to God, there are but few of my an- 
ceftors who have died in chambers or in their 
beds. L hid you, therefore, revenge my death, 
for I have but little hope of living, as my heart 
becomes every minute more faint. Do you 
Walter and fir John Sinclair raife up my banner, 
for certainly it is on the ground, from the death 
of David Collemine, that valiant fquire, who 
. bore it, and who refufed knighthood from my 
hands this day, though he was equal to the moft 
eminent knights for courage or loyalty, and 
continue to fhout ' Douglas!' but do not tell 
friend or foe whether I am in your company or 
not; for, (hould the enemy know the truth, 
they will be greatly rejoiced.' 

The two brothers Sinclair, and fir John Lind- 
fey, obeyed his orders. The banner was raifed 
and ' Douglas !' fliouted. Their men, who had 
remained behind, hearing the fhouts of f Dou- 
glas !' fo often repeated, afcended a fmall emi- 
nence, and pufhed their lances with fuch cour- 
that the Englifh were repulfed, and many 

killed 



tilled or ftruck to the ground. The Scots, by 
thus valiantly driving the enemy beyond the 
fpot where the earl of Douglas lay dead, for he 
had expired on giving his laft orders, arrived at 
his banner, which was borne by fir John Sin- 
clair. Numbers were continually increasing, 
from the repeated Ihouts of « Douglas !' and the 
greater part of the Scots knights aud fquires 
were now there. 

The earls of Moray and March, with their 
banners and merr, came thither alfo. AVhen 
they were all thus collected, perceiving the 
Engliih retreat, they renewed the battle with 
greater vigour than before. To fay the truth, 
the Engliih had harder work than the Scots, for 
they had come by a forced march that evening 
from Newcaftle on Tync,^vhich was eight Eng- 
liih leagues diftant„to meet the Scots, by which 
means the greater part were exceedingly fa- 
tigued before the combat began. The Scots, 
on the contrary, had repofed themfelves, which 
was to them of the utmofl advantage, as was ap- 
parent from the event of the battle. In this laft 
attack, they fo completely repulfed the Engiifii, 
that the latter could never rally again, and the 
former drove them far beyond where the earl of 
Douglas lay on the ground. Sir Henry Percy, 
during this attack, had the misfortune to fall 
into the hands of the lord Montgomery, a very 
valiant knight of Scotland. They had long 
fought hand to hand with much valour, and 
without hindrance from any one; for there was 
neither knight nor fquire of either party who 
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did not find there his equal to fight with, and 
all ware folly engaged. In the end, fir Henry 
was made prifoner by the lord Montgomery. 

You would have feen, in this engagement, 
foch knights and fquires as fir Mark Adremench, 
fir Thomas Avermerfquin, fir William, fir James 
and fir Alexander Lindfay, the lord Saltoun, fir 
John Sandilands, fir Patrick Dunbar, fir John 
and fir Walter Sinclair, fir Patrick Hepburne 
and his two fons, the lord Montgomery, fir 
John Meffurel, fir John Gladwin, fir William 
Redoue, fir William Stuart, fir John Haliburton, 
fir John Alidier, fir Robert Landre, fir Alexan- 
der Rfunfay, fir Alexander Frazer, fir John Er- 
tnpufcon, fir WilUam Varlan, David Fremin, 
Robert Colomone and his two fons, John and 
Robert, who were thbt day knighted, and a 
hundred other knights and fquires, whofe names 
I cannot remember ; but there was not one who 
did not moil gallantly perform his part in this 
engagement. 

On the fide of the Englifli, there were fir 
Ralph de Longble, fir Matthew > Redman, fir 
Robert Aveugle, fir Thomas Graty, fir Thomas 
Helquon, fir Thomas Abreton, fir John de Lie* 
bon, fir William Valfincon, the baron de Hel- 
con, fir John de Copledup, fen&fchal of York, 
and many more, who on foot maintained the 
fight vigoroufly, both before and after the cap- 
ture of fir Henry Percy. 

The battle was feverely fought on each fide ; 
but, fuch is the ficklenefs of fortune, that though 
the Engliih were a more numerous body of able 

men 



men at arms, and at the firft onfet had repulfed 
the Scots, they in the end loft the field; and all 
the above-named knights, except iir Matthew 
Redman, governor of Berwick, were made pri- 
f oners. But he feeing they were defeated with- 
out hopes of recovery, and the Englifh flying in 
all directions, while his brother-knights were 
furrendering themfelves to the Scots, mounted 
his horfe, and rode off. 

Juft as the defeat took place, and while the 
combat was continued in different parts, an 
Englilh fquire, wliofe name was Thomas Vele- 
tem, and attached to the houfehold of lord Per- 
cy, was furroundcd by a body of Scots. He 
was a handlome man, and, as he lhewed, valiant 
in arms. He had that and the preceding night 
been employed in collecting the belt' arms, and 
would neither furrender nor deign to fly. It 
was told me, that lie had made a vow to that 
purpofe, and had declared at fome feaft in 
Northumberland, that at the very firft meeting 
of the Scots and Englifh, he would acquit him- 
felf lb loyally that, for having flood his ground, 
he fhould be renowned as the heft combatant 
of both parties. I alfo heard, for 1 never faw 
him, that I know of, that his body and limbs 
were of a ftrength befitting a vigorous comba- 
tant ; and he performed fucli deeds of valour, 
when engaged with the banner of the earl of 
Moray, as aftonilhed the Scots, but he was flam 
while thus valiantly fighting. They would wil- 
lingly have made him a prifoner for his courage; 
and feveral knights propofed it to him, but in 
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vain, for he thought he fhould be affifted by his 
friends. 

Thus died Thomas Felton, while engaged with 
'a coufin of the king of Scotland, called Simon 
Gladwin, much lamented by his party. 

According to what I heard, this battle was 
very bloody from its commencement to the de- 
feat : but when the Scots faw the Engliih were 
difcomfited and furrendering on all fides, they 
behaved courteoufly to them, faying, € Sit down 
and difarm yourfelves, for I am your .matter,* 
but never insulted them more than if they had 
been brothers. 

The purfuit lafted a long time, and to the 
length of five Englifli miles. Had the Scots been 
in fufficient numbers, none would have escaped 
death or captivity j and if fir Archibald Dou- 
glas, the earl of Fife, the earl of Sutherland, with 
the divifion that had marched for Carlifle, had 
been there, they would have taken the bifhop of 
Durham and the town of Newcaftle on Tyne, 
as I (hall explain to you*. . 

chap; 



* Through the kindnefs of my friends at Edinburgh, parti- 
cularly Dr. Robert Anderfon and Walter Scott, Efq. to whom 
the public are indebted for many inftructive and amufing per- 
formances, I am enabled to clear up, in fome meafure, my 
hiftorian's blunders in the names of the heroes at this cele- 
brated battle, and to add a few more particulars concerning it. 

* The prefent manfion of Otterboume, belonging to Mr. 
Ellis of Newcaftle, is, founded upon the ancient caftle or tower 
•^hich Douglas was befieging when attacked by Percy. The 

\ of battle is ftill called Battlc-crofls. There is a crof! 
led on the fpot where Douglas fell/ 

See 
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CHAP. XLL 

THE BISHOP OF DURHAM IS ANXIOUS TO SUC- 
COUR THE ENGLISH AND RESCUE SIR HENRY 
PERCY, BUT IS SO BADLY SUPPORTED BY HIS ^ 
MEN, THAT HE IS FORCED TO RETREAT,— 
HE MAKES SIR JAMES LINDSAY PRISONER, WHO 
HAD TAKEN SIR MATTHEW REDMAN. 

THE fame evening that fir Henry and fir 
Ralph Percy had left Newcaftle, the bifhop * 
of Durham, with the remainder of the forces of 
that diftrict, had arrived there and fupped. 
While feated at table, he confidered that he 
fhould not act very honourably i£ he remained 
in the town while his countrymen had taken 

the 



See the two ballads on this battle, publifhed by Dr. Percy 
in his Reliques of Ancient Englilh Poetry, and by Walter 
Scott, Efq. in his Border Minftrelfy: from the Scots ballad 
I extract as foDows. 

' Douglas was armed with an iron mace, which few but he 
could wield, and rallied into the combat, followed only by hit 
chaplain and his two fquires. Before his followers could 
come up, their brave leader lay ftretched on the ground, 
with three mortal wounds, and his two fquires dead by his 
fide : the prieft alone, armed with a lance, was protecting his 
matter from farther injury. ' I die like my forefathers/ faid 
the expiring hero, ' in a field of battle, and not on a bed of 
ficknefi. Conceal my death, defend my ftandard, and avenge 



the field. In confequence, he rofe from table, 
ordered his horfes to be faddled, and his trum- 
pets to found for thofe who had horfes to make 
themfelves ready, and the infanty to be drawn 
out in array for quitting the place. 

When 

« 
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my fall. ' It is an old proverb, that a dead iqan fliall gain a 
field, and I hope it will be accomplifhed this night/ 

' The two fquirea of the body to Douglas were Robert Hart 
and Simon Glendinning: the chaplain, Richard Lundie, 
afterwards archdeacon of Aberdeen. 

' The banker of Douglas was borne by his natural fop, 
Archibald Douglas, anceftor of the family of Cavers, heredi- 
tary iherift* of Tiviotdale, amongft whofe archieves this glo- 
rious relic is ftill prefenred. The earl, at the onfet, is faid to 
have charged his fon to defend it to the laft drop of his blood* 

' Hotfpur, for his ranfom to the lord Montgomery, built 
the caftle of Penoon, in Ayrfhire, belonging to the family of 
Montgomery, now earls of Eglintoun/ 

In this ballad, Douglas is faid to have been murdered by 
one of his own men ; and, in the introductory difeourfe, 
there feems to have been a traditionary foundation for if, 
and the very perfon is named that was fuppofed to Jiave done 
the deed ; but Mr. Scott rejects this as totally untrue, and 
anting from the common defire of afligning fome remote and 
extraordinary caufe for the death of a great man. 

Dr. Percy fays in a note, that * Otterbourne is near the old 
Watling ftreet road, in the parifli of Elfdon. The Scots were 
encamped on a grafTy plain near the river Read. The place 
where the Scots and Englifh fought is ftill called Battle-riggs/ 

Warriors mentioned by Froissart as engaged at Otterbourne : 

' Sir Robert Avercequi. Erskine. Sir Robert Erskrhe of 
Alva was taken at Homeldown. 

' Sir Marc Ordrennen. A terrible corruption of John 
Gordon, killed in the battle. Perhaps (like one, of his fons) 

he 



When they had all left it, they amounted to 

feven thoufand men j that is, two thoufand on 

horfeback and five thoufand on foot. Although 

it was now night, they took the road toward 

Otterbourne ; 






he was called familiarly fir Jock Gordon. He was lord of 
Huntley. 

' The lord de Sechin. William, created Lord Seton by 
Robert III. 

' Sir John de Sobelans. Sir John Sandilands. He mar- 
ried a daughter of Robert H. 

' Sir Patrick Sohopbone. Sir Patrick Hepburn, lord of 
Hailes. He repelled the defperate aflautt made by the Eng- 
lilh upon the ftandard of Douglas. 

' Sir John Malifnel. Sir John Maxwell, anciently fpelled 
Maccufwal. He is mentioned in the old ballad in Percy'* 
Reliques. 

* Sir Adam Gladivin. Glendonwin, or Glendinning as pro- 
nounced. He wan ilain in the battle clofe to Douglas. Hi» 
same was Simon, not Adam. 

'Sir William de Redurin. Perhaps Rutherford, fpelled 
anciently Ridderford of Edgerftone. 

' Sir William Stanac. Probably Stronach, an ancient Scot- 
tiili name, or perhaps a blunder for fir Waller Scott, a great 
warrior, who was alfuredly in the engagement. He was kill- 
ed at Homeldown. 

' Sir John de Halpebreton, Sir John Haliburton of Dir- 
leton. 

1 Sir Alidicr Landre. Sir Alexander Lauder of the Bat, » 
renowned hero. 

* Sir William de Morbereth. Sir William Moubray. 

' Sir Maubert Here. Sir Robert Hart, who was ilain be- 
fide Douglas. See Barry's Poem. 

* Sir William de Waleram. Probably a foreigner. 

' Sir John Araourftan. Sir John Edmondftoune. It feeins 
very 
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Otterbourne; but they had not advanced & 
league from Newcaftle before intelligence was 
brought that the Englifli were engaged with thfr 
Scots. On this, the bifhop halted his men; and 
feveral more joined them, out of breath from the 

combat. 



very unlikely that Haggerftoune fought on the fide of Scot" 
land. 

' David Filium— is tranflated by lord Berners, ' Davy his 
fon ;' that is, fir John Edmonftoune's. I can think of ne 
Scottifli name refembling Filiutn, and none fuch occurs in 
the account of the battle given by our hiftorians. 

' Robert Colennie. Perhaps Robert Campbell. 

* Sir William de Fif. Sir William Fife. 

* Compte d'Aftroderne. Earl of Stratherne. * 

* Sir Raoul de Lombre. Sir Ralph Buhner. 

* Sir Raoul Demeren. I fufpect that by one of thofe ift* 
uerfions which are incident to a perfon fpelling an unknown 
name from the pronunciation, FrohTart may have written d& 
Meren for de Mener, which would give us the name Man-* 
ners, well known in northern warfare. 

* Sir Robert Angle. Here, I fufpect, we have again one of 
the Langleys. There is not, that I have noticed, a family of 
Angles in the North of England. 

' Sir Thomas Grea. Sir Thomas Gray, anceftor of lord 
Tankerville. 

' Sir Thomas Holeon. Holton, or Hilltown, the t and o 
being eafily miftaken in old MSS. 

* Sir John Felcon. Felton. He was high fheriff of North- 
umberland in the 14th of Richard II. and held by grand fer- 
geantcy the manor of Weft Matfen. 

« Sir John de Lierbon. . Sir John Lilburne, a great North- 
umbrian warrior. 

' Sir William Wanichon. Very likely Widdrington. 
' Sir Thomas Aboiton. Abington, or Boy n ton. 

* Le Baron ^e Helcon. William Caruaby was lord of the 

manor 
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combat. They were asked how ihe affair weat* 
they replied, c Badly, and unfortunately: we 
are defeated, and here are the Scots clofe at our 
heels/ 

This fecond intelligence, being worfe than 

the 



manor of Hallton and Hallton-tower in the 9th year of Henry 
IV. It came into his family by marriage with the heir-fe- 
roale of William de Halton, high flieriffof Northumberland 
in the 25th of Edward I . See Dugdale, voL IL p. 92.* St 
Efceat. de anno nono Henrici quarti. 

' Sir John Colpedi^. Copeland. 

' Sir Aymen d'Alphel. Raymond Delaval. 

* John Makirel. From his folding under the earl of Mo~ 
xay, and other circumstances, this gallant fquire feems to have 
been John Maxwell ; that name being anciently fpeUed, and 
perhaps pronounced Maccufwal : an s exchanged of r would 
make MaccuraL 

'William de Norbenick. William of North Berwick. 
Major, fpeaking of this valiant prieft, fays, that the chaplain 
of every Scottilh baron fought by his fide. 

' Meffire Marc Adremench. Sir Malcolm Drummond.— * 
Three years before the battle, he had 400 livres out of the 
money brought over by John de Vienne. 

' MefF, Thomas Avremefquin. Sir Thomas Erikine, an- 
ceftor of the family of Mar. 

' Le feigneur de Saulcon. William de Abernethy, lord of 
Saltoun in Eaft Lothian. 

' Sir John Saintdelanx. A various fpelling of Sandeland* 
, 'Sir John MeffureL Either John Maxwell before men- 
tioned, or John Marfhal, 

' Meff. John Gladwin. We have no fuch ScottHh name as 
Gladwin. Barry mentions a young knight, named Gledftane, 
as having fallen. \ 

« MeiT. William de Redone. Perhaps William de Riddel. 

' Mefl". John Alidier. Sir John of Lauder, quafi a Lauder. 

'Meff 
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the firft, gare the alarm to feveral, who broke 
from their ranks; and when, fliortly after, 
crowds came to them flying like men defeated, 
they were panic-ftruck, and fo frightened with 
the bad news, that the bifhop of Durham could 
not retain five hundred of his men together. 



' Mefl*. Robert Landre. Sir Robert Lundie, famed for his 
courage in the battle. 

' Mefl*. John Ermoufcon. Sir John Annfrong. 
« Mefl". William Varlan. Sir William Wardlaw. 
' David Fremin. David Fleming. 

* Robert Colomme. Perhaps Campbell. 

' English. 

* Raool de Longble. Ralph de Langley, a powerful family 
in Northumberland, long lords of Langley Caftfe* 

« Robert Aveugle. Robert of Ogle. 
c Thomas Graty. Either Gray or Thomas of Grayftock; 
the former moft likely. 
' Thomas Hellquon. HilKor, HaBtowri or Hatton* 

* Thomas Abretown. Thomas Abington. 

' John Liebon. John Lilburn, above mentioned, 
' Thomas VaHmcon. William WaMingham. 
' Le baron de Holcon. The lord of HaHtown. 
' Sir John de Colpedup. Sir John Copeland of Copeland 
Caftle in Northumberland. 

* Thomas Veleton. Thomas Felton. The 'prowefe of this 
fquire feems to have given rife to the dory of Weddrmgton 
in Chevy Chace. 

' Froiflart does not mention John Swinton of Swinton, who 
made a great figure at the battle of Otterboume, and was thf 
fame perfon who fought with the French at the barriers of 
the town of Noyon, in fir Robert Knolles* expedition in 1370, 
called by Froiflart Aflueton/ and which I tranflated Seton, 
the Minftrehy of the Borders not being then publiihed. This 
hero ' was (lain at the battle of Homeldown/ 

Now, 
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Now, fuppofing a large body had come Upon 
them and followed them in their flight (with the 
addition of its beirig night), to regain the town, 
w:ould not there have been much mischief? for 
thofe acquainted with arms imagine the alarm 
would have been so great, that the Scots would 
have forced their way into the place with them. 

When the bifhop of Durham, who was eager to 
reinforce the Englifh, faw his own men thus join 
the runaways in their flight, he demanded from fir 
William de LuflV*, fir Thomas Clifford and other 
knights of his company, what they were now to 
do ? Thefe knights could not, or would not ad- 
vife him : for to return without having done any 
thing would be difhonourable, and to advance 
feemed attended with danger, they therefore re- 
mained filent; but the longer they waited, the 
more their men decreafed in numbers. 

The bifhop.at length faid, — 'Gentlemen, every 
thing confidered, there is no honour in fool-hardi- 
nefs, nor is it requifite that to one misfortune we 
add another : we hear and lee that our men are 
defeated: this we cannot remedy; for, fhould we 
attempt to reinforce them* we foarcely know whi- 
ther we (hould go, nor what numbers the enemy 
confift of. We will return this night to Newcaftle, 
and to-morrow re-affemble and march to find our 
enemies. , They replied, ' God afiift us in it V — 
Upon this they marched back to Newcaftle. 



V. 
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Obferve th€P confequences of this alarm ; for 
had they remained fteady in a body, as they had 
left NewcafUe, and forced the runaways to re- 
turn with them, they muft have defeated the 
Scots, which was the opinion of many. But it was 
not to be fo, and the Scots remained victorious. 

I will fay fomething of fir Matthew Redman, 
who had mounted his horfe to efcape from the bat- 
tle, as he alone could not recover the day. On his 
departure, he was noticed by fir James Lindfay, 
a valiant foots knight, who was near him, and, 
through courage and the hope of gain, was defir- 
ous of purfuing him. His horfe was ready, and 
leaping on him with his battle-axe hung at his 
neck, and fpear in hand, galloped after him, 
leaving his men and the battle, and came fo clofe 
to him, that he might, had he chofen, have hit 
him with his lance ; but he faid, — ' Ha, fir knight, 
turn about ; it is difgraceful thus to fly : I am 
James Lindfay > and, if you do not turn, J will 
drive my fpear into your back/ Sir Matthew 
made no reply, but ftuck fpurs harder into his 
, horfe than before. In this ftate did the chace 
laft for three miles, when fir Matthew's horfe 
tumbling under him, -he leaped off, drew his 
fword from the fcabbard, and put himfelf in a 
poll u re of defence. The fcots knight made $ 
thruft at him with his lance, thinking to ftrike 
him on the breaft; but fir Matthew, by writhing 
his body, efcaped the blow, and the point of the 
lance was buried in the ground, and there re- 
mained fixed. Sir Matthew now ftepped for- 
ward, and with his fword cut the fpear in two. 

Sir 
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Sir James Lindfay, finding he had loft his 
lance, flung the fhaft on the ground, and, dif- 
mounting, grafped his battle-axe, which was 
flung acrofs his fhoulder, and handled it with 
one hand very dexteroufly, for the Scots are ac- 
cuftomed thus to ufe it, attacking the knight 
with renewed courage, who defended himfelf 
with much art. They purfued each other for a 
long time, one with the battle-axe and the other 
with the fword, for there was no one to prevent 
them; but, at laft, fir James laid about him fuch 
heavy blows, that fir Matthew was quite out of 
breath, which made him furrender; and he faid, 
' Lindfay, I yield myfelf to you.' 

'Indeed!' replied the fcots knight, 'refcuedor 
not.' 'I confent,' faid fir Matthew: 'you will 
take good care of me.' ' That I will,' anfwered 
fir James. Sir Matthew on this put his fword in 
the fcabbard, and faid, ' Now, what do you re- 
quire of me, for I am your prifoner by fair con- 
queft V 'And what is it you would wifh me to 
do ?' replied fir James. * I fhould like,' anfwered 
fir Matthew, ' to return to Newcaftle ; and, with- 
in fifteen days, I will come to you in any part 
of Scotland you {half appoint.' *I agree,' faid 
fir James, * on your pledging yourfelf, that with 1 
in three weeks you be i n Edinburgh ; and where- 
ever you may go, you acknowledge yourfelf as 
my prifoner.' 

Sir Matthew having fwofn to obferve thefe 

conditions, each fought his horfe, that was paf- 

turing hard, by, and, having mounted, took leave 

and departed, fir James by the way he had 

T 2 ccjraa, 
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come, to join Ills countrymen, and fir Matthew 
to Newcaftle. 

Sir James, from the darknefs of the night, as 
the moon did not fhine very clear, miftook his 
road, and had not advanced half a league ^before 
he fell in with the bifhop of. Durham and more 
than five hundred Englifh ; he might have efcaped 
this danger had he chofen it, but he thought they 
were his friends in purfuit of the enemy. When 
in the midft of them, thofe neareft afked who he 
was. He replied, € I am fir James Lindfay.' Upon 
this, the bifhop, who was within hearing, pufhed 
forward and faid> ' Lindfay, you are taken ;, fur- 
render yourfelf to me.' ' And who are you?' 
faid Lindfay, € I am the bifhop of Durham/ 
c And where do you come from?' added Lindfay. 

* By my faith, friend, I intended being at the 
battle, but unfortunately was too late; and in 
defpair I am returning to Newcaftle, whither 
you will accompany me/ € If you infill on it I 
muft comply,' anfwered fir James; c but I have 
made a prifoner, and am now one myfelf : fuch 
is the chance of war/ ' Whom have you taken?' 
afked the bifhop. ' I have captured and ran- 
fomed, after a long purfuit, fir Matthfew Red- 
man/ 'And where is he?' faid the bifhop. 
' On my faith,' replied fir James, * he is returned 
to Newcaftle : he entreated I would allow him 
three weeks liberty, which I complied with** 

* Well, well/ faid the bifhop, ( let us get on to 
Newcaftle, where you fhall coriverfe with him/ 
a . Thus they returned to Newcaftle, fir James 
Lindfay as prifoner to the bifhop of Durham. 

* Under 
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Under the banner of the earl of Iff arch, a fquiTe 
of Gafcony, John de Chateaiineuf, was made 
prifon£r, as was his companion, John de CsLiite^ 
ron, under the bannier of the earl of Moray. 
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CHAP. XLII. 
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THE BISHOP OF DURHAM MARCHES ON THE 
MORROW OF THE BATTLE TO THE SCOTS 
CAMP, BUT RETIRES WITHOUT DARING TO 
ATTACK IT. — TfliE SCOTS RETURN TO THEIR 
OWN COUNTRY. 

BEFORE the dawn of day, the field was 
clear of combatants. The Scots had re- 
tired within their camp, and had fent fcouts and 
parties of light horfe towards Newcaftle and ort 
the adjacent roads, to obferve whether the Eng- 
lifh were collecting in any large bodies, that 
they might not a fecdncj, time be furprifed. 

This was wifely done; for when the bifliop of 
Durham was returned to Newcaftle, and had dif- 
armed himfelf at his lodgings, he was very me- 
lancholy at the unfortunate news he had heard* 
that his coufins, the fons of the earl of Northum- 
berland, and all the knights who had followed 
them, were either taken or flain. He fent for 
all knights and fquires at the time in Newcaftle, 
and demanded if they would fufFer things to re- 
main 
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main in their |pefent Hate, ijor that they wo*dd 
Ije difgraced fhould they return without ever fee- 
ing their enemies.— rThey held a council, and 
determined to arm themfelves by fun-rife* aftd 
to march horfe and foot after the Scots to Otter- 
bourne and offer them battle. This refolution 
was publifhed throughout the town, and the 
trumpets founded at the appointed hour. 

The whole army made themfelves ready, and 
were drawn up before the bridge. About fun- 
rjfe. they left N.e wcaftle, through the gate lead* 
ing tp Berwick, and followed the road to Otter- 
bourne. They amounted in the whole, includ- 
ing horfe and foot, to ten thoufand men> 

They had not advanced two leagues- before it 
Has fignified to the Scots, that the bifliop of 
Qurham had rallied his troops and was on his 
inarch to give them battle; This was likewife 
confirmed by their fco^ts, who brought the lame 
intelligence. 

Sir Matthew Redman, on his return to New* 
caftle, told the event of the battle, and of his , 
being made prifoner by fir James Lindfay, and 
learnt to his furprife, from thebifhop* or from 
fome of his people^ that fir James had in his 
turn been taken by the bifhop. As foon, there- 
fore, as the biihop had quitted Newcaftle, fir 
Matthew went to his lodgings in fearch of his 
mailer, whom he found, very melancholy, look* 
ing out of a window. c What has brought you 
he^re, fir James?' was the firft falute of fir Mat* 
thew, Sir James, interrupting hk. melancholy 

thoughts, 
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thoughts, advanced to meet him, bade him good 
day, and replied,-— ' By my faith, Redman, ill 
luck; for Iliad uo fooner parted with you, and 
was returning home, than I fell in with the bifhop 
of Durham, to whom 1 am prifoner, in like 
manner as you are to me. I believe there will 
be no need of your coming to Edinburgh to ob- 
tain your ranfom, for we may finifh the bufinefs 
here if my mailer confent to it.' 

* We (hall foon agree as to that,' replied Red- 
man; ' but you muft come and dine with me; 
for the bifhop and his men have marched to at- 
tack your countrymen. I know not what fuc- 
cefs they will have, nor mail we be informed till 
their return.' ' I accept your invitation,' an- 
fwered Lindfay. In fuch manner did thefe *wo 
enjoy each other's company in Newcaftle. 

The barons and knights of Scotland, on being 
informed of the bifhop of Durham's approach 
with ten thoufand men, held a council, whether 
to march away or abide the event. On mature 
confideration, they refolved on the latter, from 
the difficulty of finding fo ftrong a pofition to 
defend themfelves and guard their prifoners, of 
whom they had many. Thefe they could not 
carry away with them, on account of the wound- 
ed, nor were they willing to leave them behind. 
They formed themfelves in a ftrong body, and 
had fortified their camp in fuch manner that it 
could be entered by only one pafs. They then 
made their prifoners fwear, that refcued or not 
they would acknowledge themfelves prifoners. 
When 
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When this was all done, they ordered their 
minftrels to play as merrily as they could. . The 
Scots have a cuftom, when affembled in arms, 
for thofe who are on foot to be well dreffed, eactn 
having a large horn flung round his neck, in* the, 
manner of hunters, and when they blow alj to* 
gether, the horns being of different fizes, the, 
noife is fo great it may be heard four miles off, 
to the great difmay of their enemies and their 
own delight. The fcots commanders ordered 
this fort of mufic now to be played, - 

The bifhop of Durham with his banner, under 
which were at leaft ten tboufand men, had. 
fcarcely approached within a league of the. 
Scots, when they began to play fuch a concert, 
that it feemed as if all the devils in hell had 
come thither to join in the noife, fo that thofe 
of the Englifh who had never before heard 
fuch, were much frightened. This concert 
lafted a confiderable time, and then ceafed/ 
After a paufe, when they thought the Englifh 
were within half a league, they recommenced it* 
continuing it as long as before, when it again 
ceafed. 

The bifhop, howeyer, kept advancing with 
his men in battle-array until they came within 
fight of the enemy, two bow-fhots off: the Scots 
then began to play louder than before, and for 
a longer time, during which the bifhop examin- 
ed with furprife how well they had chofen their 
encampment, and flrengthened , , it . to their ad-* 
Vantage. Some knights held a coujaci} how they 

fhould 
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fhould act, and it feemed that, after much deli- 
beration, they thought it not advifable to rifk an 
attack, for there were greater chances of lofs 
than gain, but determined tp return again to 
Newcaftle, '' 

The Scots, perceiving the Englifh were re^ 
treating, and that there" was no appearance of* 
any battle, retired within their camp to refrefli 
themselves with meat and liquor. They then 
made preparations for departure: but becaufe 
fir Ralph Percy had been dangeroufly wounded, 
he begged of his mailer to allow him to return 
to Newcaiile, or wherever elfe in Northumber- 
land he might haye his wounds better attended 
tp, and remain there until cured ; and in cafe 
this favour was granted him, as foon as he fhould 
be able to mount a horfe, he pledged to furren- 
der himfelf at Edinburgh, or in any other part 
of Scotland. 

The earl of Moray, under whofe banner he had 
been taken., readily affented to this requeft, and 
had a litter prepared for him. In a fimilar man- 
ner, feveral knights and fquires obtained their 
liberty, fixing on a time to return in perfon to 
thofe who had captured them, or to fend the 
amount of their ranfoms*, 

v . I was 



* The ranfoms were eftimatcd at 200,000 francs. Robert 
III. granted to Henry Prefton, for the redemption of Ralph 
Percy, the lands and' ftarony of Prondin, Aberdeenfhire, the 
town of Fy vie and place thereof, the towii of Meikle Gaddies, 

> • the 
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I was told by fchofe who were of the victorious 
party, that at this battle, which was fought in 
the year of grace 1388, between Newcaftle and 
Ottetbourne, on the 19th day of Auguft, there 
were taken or left dead on the field, on the fide 
of the EngHfti, one thoufand and forty men of all 
descriptions ; in the purfliit eight hundred and 
forty, and more than one thoufand wounded. 
Of the Scots, there were only about one hun- 
dred flain,* and two hundred made prifoners. 

As the Englifh were flying* they at times ral- 
lied, and returned to combat thofe who were pur- 
fuing them, whenever they thought they had a 
favourable opportunity, and it was thus their 
lofs was fo confiderable in the purfuit. You 
may judge from the number of killed and pri- 
foners on each fide, if this battle was not hardi- 
ly fought. 

When every thing had been arranged, and the 
dead bodies of the earl of Douglas, fir Robert 
Hart and fir Simon Glendenning were inclofed 
within coffins, and placed on cars, they began 
their march, carrying with them fir Henry Percy 
and upwards of forty Englifh knights. They 
took the road to Melrofe on the Tweed, and an 
their departure they fet fire to their huts. They 
lodged this night in England without any oppo- 
iition, and on the morrow decamped very early 



the five-mark land of Park-hill. Scots Cal. f. 104.— Froiflart 
apparently errs in the name of his captor ; yet Mar had 201 
a year for a third of it, the whole exceeding 600/. — Pimkcrtom's 
Hist, of Scotland, vol. ii. p. 41. note. 

and 
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and arrived at Melrofe, which is an abbey of 
black monks, fituated on the borders of the two 
kingdoms. 

They there halted, and gave directions to the 
friars for the burial of the earl of Douglas, whofe 
obfequies were very reverently performed on the 
fecond day after their arrival. His body was 
placed in a tomb of ftone, with the banner of 
Douglas fufpended over it. Of this earl of 
Douglas, God fave his foul ! there was no iffue, 
nor do I know who fucceeded to the eftate of 
Douglas; for when I, the author of this hiftory, 
was in Scotland, at his caftle of Dalkeith, during 
the lifetime of earl William, there were only 
two children, a boy and a girt. There were 
enow of the name of Douglas ; for I knew five 
handfome brothers, fquires, of this name, at the 
court of king David of Scotland, who were the 
children of a knight called fir James Douglas*. 
The earl's arms, of three oreilles gules on a 
field or, defcended to them ; but Lam ignorant 
to whom fell the landf. You mufl know, that 

the 



* Earl James Douglas married the lady Ifabella Stuart, 
daughter of king Robert II. and, dying without lawful i(Tue, 
was fncceeded by his brother, Archibald lord Galloway, called 
Archibald the Grim. This lait was theilfueof earl William's 
fecond marriage with Margaret, daughter of Patrick earl of 
March. — Crawford's Peerage of Scotland. 

t Thefe arms, according to Crawfurd, muft be wrong; for, 
in his Peerage, the anna arc defcribed as, * Four coats quar- 
terly; 1. azure, a lion rampant, crowned with an imperial 
crown, or; 2. or, a lion rampant gules, furmounted of a rib- 



284 

the fir Archibald Douglas whom I have often 
mentioned as a gallant knight, and one much 
feared by the Englifli, was a baftard. 

When they had finifhed the buiinefs which 
had brought them to Melrofe, they departed; 
each to his own country; and thofe who had 
prifoners carried them with them, or ranfomed 
them before they left Melrofe. In this matter, 
the Englifli found the Scots very courteous and 
accommodating, which pleafed them much, as I 
learnt at the caftle of the count de Foix . from 
John de Chateauneuf, who had been made pri- 
foner under the banner of the earl of March and 
Dunbar : he praifed the earl exceedingly for his 
generofity in allowing him to fix his ranfom at' 
his pleafure. 

Thus did thefe men at arms feparate, having 
very foon and handfomely fettled the amount of 
the ranfoms for their prifoners, who by degrees 
returned to their homes. It was told me, and I 
believe it, that the Scots gained two hundred 
thoufand francs from the ranfoms, and that 
never fince the battle of Bannockburn, when the 
Bruce, fir William Douglas, fir Robert de Veriy 



bon fable ; 3. or, a fefle cheque, azure and argent, furmount- 
ed of a bend fable, charged with five buckles, or; 4. argent, 
three pyles gules, over all, in £ fhield of pretence argent, a 
heart, gules, enfigned with an imperial crown, or, on a chief 
azure, three mollets of the firft, fupported on the dexter with 
a favage, wreathed about the loins with laurel, and on the 
fioifter by a ftag proper : creft, a falamander, vomiting fire : 
motto, Jamais arriere, all within a compartment of flakes im- 
paled/ 

and 



\ 



285 

- • 

and fir Simon Frazer purfued the Englifti for 
three days, have they had fo complete nor fa 
gainful a victory. , 

When the news of it was brought to fir Archi- 
bald Douglas, the earls of Fife and Sutherland, 
before Carlifle, where they were with the larger 
divifion of the arrtiy, they were greatly rejoiced, 
but at the fame time vexed that they had not 
been prefent. They held a council, and deter- 
mined to retreat into Scotland fince their com- 
panions had already marched thither. In con- 
fequence, they broke up their camp, and re- 
entered Scotland. 

We will now leave the Englifh and Scots, and 
fpeak of the young king of France, and the large 
army he marched into Germany to revenge 
himfelf on the duke of Gueldres. 
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CHAP; XLIIL 

THE KING OF FRANCE ENTERS THE DUCHY Of 
LUXEMBOURG, ON HIS MARCH TO GUELDRES. 
— THE DUKE OF JULIERS, FATHER OF THE 
DUKE OF GUELDRES, MAKES EXCUSES FOR HIS 
SON TO THE KING OF FRANCE. — HE IS GRA- 
CIOUSLY RECEIVED, AND HAS THE TERRITORY 
OF VIERSON RESTORED TO HIM, FOR WHICH 
HE PAYS HOMAGE TO THE KING. 

WHEN the king of France and his army 
had croffed the Meufe* at the bridge of 
Morfay*, they took the road to the Ardennes 
and bifhoprick of Luxembourg, and had always 
in advance a large body of pioneers to clear the 
bufhes, and level the roads. The king's army 
was very numerous, and well appointed. The 
duke of Juliers and his fubjects much dreaded 
their approach, for they knew they fliould be 
firft attacked, and the country of Juliers is fo 
level that the men at arms would in one day de- 
1 fpoil the whole, excepting a few caftles and 
towns which would perhaps make fome little re- 
fiftance, but they could not hold out long. 



• Morfay, Q. Moufon, or Mezieres. 

The 
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The king of France entered Luxembourg, and 
was lodged for two days at tbe mouaftery where 
duke Winceflaus of Brabant had been buried. At 
his departure, he took tbe road to Baftogne*, and 
encamped at the diftance of a league from where 
the duchefs of Brabant was lodged. Tbe duchefs 
had notified to the duke of Burgundy her arrival 
at Baftogne, who waited on her, and conducted 
her to the king's tent. The king received her 
very kindly ; and, after they had converfed fine 
time together, me returned to Baftogne, efcorted 
by fir John de Vienne and fir Guy de la Tri- 
mouille. On the morrow, the king continued 
his march until he arrived on the borders of 
Germany ready to enter Juliers. But, before he 
had advanced fo far, Arnold bifliop of Liege had 
waited on him, and had exerted bimfelf much 
to exculpate the duke of Juliers, and to foften 
the anger the king of France bore him, as father 
to the duke of Gueldres, and had faid to the 
king and his uncles, that with regard to the im- 
prudent and outrageous challenge the duke of 
Gueldres had fent to France, he had never con- 
fulted his father on the fubject, nor informed 
him of it until it was done, and therefore his 
territories ought not to fuffer for it. 

Thefe excufes, however, were not agreeable to 
the king nor to his uncles; and it was their i 



* Baftogne, or Baftognack, is a finall town in the duchy of 
Luxembourg: it was formerly more confiderable, and called 
the Paris of the Ardennes. 
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tention, that unlefs the duke of Juliers came id 
perfon, and made a more fatisfactory apology* 
putting himfelf totally in the king's mercy, he 
and his country fhould be the firft to pay for if, • 

The bifhop of Liege, the barons of Hasbain*, 
and the magiftrates from the principal towns, 
who had accompanied the bifhop, nowoffered 
the king and his uncles a free entrance ficfr their 
army into their country, to pafs and repafs, and 
refrefh themfelves with provifion on paying for 
it, and to remain there, if they fo pleafed. 

The king and his uncles thanked them for 
their offer, which they did* not refufe, as they 
were ignorant how affairs would turn out. The 
bifhop returned to the duke of Juliers and arch- 
bifhop of Cologne, and told them : all that had 
patTed, that they might confider of it. 

The duke of Juliers was very much alarmed 
left his country fhould be ruined, and fent for 
all thofe knights that were dependant on him, 
to K&ve their advice, for the French were daily 
approaching. — The lord de Coucy commanded 
the vanguard, of one thoufand fpears; and with 
him were the duke of Lorraine and the vifcount 
de Meaux, with about two hundred lances 
more. 

When the French were near the borders of Ger- 
many, they marched in a more compact body, and 
took great precautions in their encampments; for 



* Hasbain, a fmail territory in the circle of Weftphalia; it 
forms the principal part of the bifhoprick of liege. 

a body 



a body of three hundred Linfars, from the oppo- 
fite fide of the Rhine, had collected together on 
their line of march. Thefe are the greateft rob- 
bers and plunderers in the world j and they ho- 
vered alongfide the French army, to take ad- 
vantage of any negligence on their part. The 
French were fufpicious of them, and dared not 
attempt foraging but in large bodies. I believe 
the lord Boucicaut, the elder, and fir, Lewis de 
Grach were made prifoners by them, and car- 
ried to Nimeguen. Thefe Germans rode through 
bye ways, and, like birds of prey, night and 
morning fell upon the French wherever they 
found a favourable opportunity ; and this had 
made them more careful. 

When (he king of France was come to the 
confines of Juliers, and the vanguard and fo- 
ragers had already entered it, the duke, unwill- 
ing that his country fhould be deftroyed, liftened 
to the advice of the archbifhop of Cologne and 
bilhop of Liege, and confented they fhould ne- 
gotiate with the king and his uncles, and en- 
treat that his country fhould remain in peace, 
on fuch terms as I fliall mention. 

Thefe two prelates, having laid the foundation 
for a peace, conducted the duke of Juliers into 
the king's prefence^ who was attended by his 
uncles, the duke of Lorraine and other great ba- 
rons of France of the blood royal, and his coun- 
cil. On the duke's approaching the king, he 
raft himfelf on his knees, and made very hand- 
fome excuses for the challenge his fon had Tent. 
to France. He told the king, that his fon was 

Vol. IX. V a 
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a madman ; that he had never confulted him re- 
fpecting this challenge, nor indeed in any thing 
elfe, but always acted for himfelf. He offered 
his fervices to the king, and, faid, — c My lord, 
with your permiffion, I will go to him, and 
fharply remonftrate with him on his follies, and 
order him to come and make his apology to you 
and to your council. If he refiife to follow my 
advice, and continue to act from his own head- 
ftrong will, I offer to give you poffeflion of all my 
inclofed towns and caftles, for you to garrifon 
with men at arms, and carry on the war againft 
him until he fhall fubmit himfelf to your mercy/ 

The king, on this, looked at his brother, his 
uncles and council, as it feemed to him, and to 
many who were prefent, a very fair offer. He 
made the duke rife, who had hitherto continued 
on his knees, and faid, — 'We will confider what 
you have offered, and the promifes you make us.* 

The duke, having rifen, remained with the 
two prelates who had brought him thither ; and 
the king retired with his uncles and privy coun- 
fellors, to difcufs the propofal that had been 
made them. 

This council lafted fome time, and various 
proportions were made, each preffing his diffe- 
rent plan. The duke of Burgundy was themoft 
active, as indeed the matter more effentially af- 
fected him, on account his being heir, in right 
of his duchek, to the fucceflion of the duchefs 
of Brabant, and it was in truth owing to him 
that the king had undertaken this expedition. 
He was therefore very anxious that the quarrel 

fliould 
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fhould be amicably terminated, and a folid peace 
eilablifhed between all parties, that there might 
not be any neceflity for renewing the war; for 
the diflance was great for the king and lords, 
befides being very expenfive, and heavy on the 
kingdom. 

After fevcral had given their opinions, he ad- 
drefled himfelf to the king, to the duke of Berry, 
and to all prefent, faying, — ' My lord, and you 
brother of Berry and gentlemen of the council, 
whatever is rafhly or i neon fid erately begun ge- 
nerally ends badly. We have heard our coufin, 
the duke of Juliers, exenfe himfelf handfomely, 
and we have heard the offer he has made, that 
his fon lhall do fo likewife: he is of that gallan- 
try and birth, being connected with me by blood, 
that we ought to believe what he has faid. He 
offers to the king his perfon, his country, his 
towns and caftles, in cafe his fon lhall continue 
obftinate, and refnfe to make any apology for 
his rafli challenge. If we have the duke of Ju- 
liers on our fide, the duke of Gueldres, whom 
we want to punifli, will be fo much the more 
weakened, that he will the more dread us, and 
the fooner bend to our will. I therefore advife 
that the excufes of the duke of Juliers and his 
offer be accepted, for he has greatly humbled 
himfelf; and the archbifliop of Cologne, the bi- 
fhop of Liege, with other potent barons, entreat 
likewife that this may be done.' 

No one making any reply, it was unanimous- 
ly agreed to ; and the archbilhop and bifhop, 
who had opened the negotiation, were called in. 
U % tVft^ 
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They were told very minutely every act the* 
duke of Juliers was. to fwear to perform, if he 
were defirous his country fliould remain in 
peace. Firft, that he fliould go himfelf, or fend 
to his fop, the duke of Gueldres, to remonftrate 
with him on his folly and impertinence, in fend- 
ing fo unufual and rude a challenge to fo power- 
ful a prince as the king of France, and oblige 
him to come perfonally and fubmit himfelf to 
the mercy of the king, if he did not fatisfacto- 
rily excufe himfelf. Should the duke of Guel- 
dres refufe compliance, through pride and weak- 
ness of underftanding, and perfift in his opinion, 
then the duke of Juliers was to engage, on his 
oath, not to afford him the leaft fupport, but, on 
the contrary, to unite himfelf with his enemies,, 
and to aflift the army of the king, which, during 
the enfuing winter, would be quartered through- 
out the country of Juliers, in order to be ready 
to carry on the war againft the duke of Guel- 
dres; and all towns and caftles, belonging to 
the duke of Juliers, fhall receive, on the moil 
friendly footing, the men at arms of France. 

Thefe two prelates, who had been folely cal- 
led to the council to remonftrate touching thefe 
• matters with the duke of Juliers, repeated to him 
what they had heard, adding fuch weighty rea- 
fons, that the duke affented to the terms : in- 
deed, he faw he mull do fo, if he wiflied to pre- 
serve his country from ruin. He therefore fo- 
lemnly fwore to obferve faithfully all the articles 
of the treaty, and to remain a firm friend to the 
king and to his uncles, for which his duchy wag 

fared 
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laved from being defpoiled: but forage, of 
which there was enough, was completely given 
up to the French. 

Thus did the duke of Juliers become liege 
man to the king of France, and paid homage 
for the territory of Vierfon, fituated between 
Blois and Berry. He fupped that night with 
the king: it was on a Thurfday; and there 
were feated at the king's table, firft, the bithop 
of Liege, the archbifhop of Cologne, the king, 
the duke of Burgundy, the duke of Touraine, 
the duke of Juliers, and the duke of Bourbon . 



GHAP. XLIV. 

XING CHARLES VJ. QUARTERS HIS ARMY ON A 
FRIENDLY FOOTING, IN THE DUCHY OF JU- 
LIERS. — A SQUIRE OF AUVERGNE IS MURDER- 
ED BY A WOODCUTTER WHOM HE IS LEAD- 
ING AWAY AS HIS PRISONER. 

SUCH was the conclufion of the treaties be- 
tween the king of France and the duke of 
Juliers, by which the laft enjoyed peace, al- 
though the king quartered himfelf and his army 
in his duchy, which he found a rich country, 
and full of every kind of provifion. 

The duke of Juliers went to his fon, but not 
immediately, and in the interval fome gallant 
feats of arms were done ; for the Germans were 
fo eager of gain, that they frequently, during 
the night, or at very early morn, . beat up the 
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quarters of the French : fometimes they got the 
advantage, at other times they were made pri- 
foners; but for one German that was taken, 
they made four Frenchmen prifoners in return. 
In confequence, the conftable of France, the 
lord de Coucy, the duke of Lorraine, the mar- 
flial de Blainville, fir John de Vienne and the 
lord de la Trimouille, affembled their men, to 
the amount of about four thoufand men at arms, 
and marched toward a town in Gueldres called 
Remogne*, and drew up in handfome array be- 
fore it. 

At this time the duke of Gueldres was within 
it, and thought highly of their appearance; but 
he made no fally againft them, for his force was 
not equal to attempt it, which vexed him much. 
The French men at arms remained four hours 
drawn up in order of battle before the place ; 
but when they faw that none came out to op- 
pofe them, they retreated to their quarters. 

It happened that this fame evening feveral 
knights and fquires affembled at the lodgings of 
the duke of Berry, with the intent of making an 
excurfion on the morrow into the enemy's coun- 
try in" fearch of adventures. They each, to the 
amount of about one hundred lances, pledged 
themfelves to this; but, when the morning 
came, the project was broken off. A fquirefrott* 
Auvergne, called Godinos, a valiant man at 
arms, and ferving under the banner of the lord 



* Remogne. Q. 

d'Alegre. 



d'Alegre, finding this excurfion laid afide, 
was much vexed thereat; and, fpeaking of it 
to fome of his companions of as good courage 
as himfelf, they collected about thirty fpears, 
and rode out that morning, but met with no ad- 
venture. 

Godinos was fo defirous of feats of arms, that 
he felt forely the difappointment of returning 
without having ftruck a blow, and faid to his 
companions, — ' Do you ride on gently, while I 
and my page will fkirt this wood, to fee if there 
beauy ambufcades, or any perfons within it, and 
wait for me at the foot of yonder hill.' Having 
aflented to this, Godinos and his page left them, 
and rode alongfide the wood. They had not 
advanced far, when he heard fome one whittle : 
he inftantly (tuck fpurs into his horfe, and came 
to a hollow road, where he found a Gueldre- 
lander fquaring timber. Godinos feized his 
fpear, and charged the man full gallop, to his 
great aftonifiiment, and made figns to him to 
follow him ; for he faid to himfelf,—' At leaft, I 
Hiall (how to my companions, that I have done 
fomething by making this man myprifoner, and 
he may be of fome ufe to us in our quarters.' 

He now fet out on his return, riding on a 
fmaU hackney, followed by the woodman on 
foot, with a large axe on his ftioulder with which 
he had been working. The page of Godinos 
was behind, mounted on his courier, bearing his 
helmet and dragging his lance, half afleep from 
having left his bed too early. The German, 
who knew not whither he was going, nor what 
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might be done to him, thought he might as 
Well attempt to efcape : he therefore advanced 
clofe to God in os 5 and with his uplifted axe fmote 
him fuch a blow on the head as fplit his fkull to 
the teeth, and laid him dead on the ground. 
The page, from his diftance and flegpinels, 
neither faw nor heard any thing of the matter ; 
and the peafant ran to hide himfelf in the wood, 
from which he was not far off. 

Thofe who heard of this unfortunate accident 
were rtiuch diftrefTed ; for Godinos was well be- 
loved by all who knew him, particularly by his 
countrymen in Auvergne, for he was the man 
at arms moft dreaded by the Englifh, and the 
perfon who had done them moft mifchief. He 
would never have been fufFered to remain a pri- 
foner, though twenty thoufand francs had bee*} 
asked for his ranfom. 
' We will now return to the duke of Juliers. 



CHAP- 
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HAP. XLY. 



THE DUKE OF JULIERS AND ARCHBISHOP OF CO- 
LOGNE LEAVE THE KING OF FRANCE, AND GO 
TO THE DUKE OF GUELDRES AT NIMEGUEN. 
— BY THEIR REMONSTRANCES AND NEGOTIA- 
TIONS, HE OBTAINS PEACE WITH THE KING 
OF FRANCE AND DUCHESS OF BRABANT. 

A/"OU have before heard how the duke of Ju- 
■*■ liers made his peace with the king of 
France, through the mediation of the two pre- 
dates already mentioned and the duke of Lor- 
raine his coufin, who had taken great pains in 
the bufinefs, and gone to feek him in the town 
of Atdeke*, whence he had brought him, with 
the archbifliop of Cologne, to a conference with 
the king of France and his uncles. The duke 
had then promifed to oblige his fon, the duke of 
GueJdres, to fubmit himfelf to the king, other- 
wife he was to unite with the king in his war 
againil him. Thefe terms he was forced to 
comply with, or his duchy would have been de- 
ftroyed. 

The duke of Jnliers, having made his prepa- 
rations, fet out with the archbifhop of Cologne 
for Gueldres, and, having croffed the river Waal, 
arrived at Nimeguen, where the duke of Guel- 
dres then refided. He received them moft af- 
fectionately, as was but right, for what tie is 
nearer than that of father or mother. He had 
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before heard that the duke of Juliers had made 
his peace with the king of France, which was 
not very pleafing to him, but he had no occa- 
fion to fiiew his diflike to it. 

The duke of Juliers and the archbifhop re- 
monftrated with him for fome time on the fitua- 
tion he and his country were in. At firft, he 
paid not any attention ; for he had fo ftrongly 
connected himfelf with the king of England he 
could not immediately break it off, nor had he 
any inclination fo to do, for his heart was de- 
voted to the Englifh. 

He argued the matter with them obftinately, 
declaring he would abide the event ; and if, from 
the arrival of the king of France with an army, 
he fhould fuffer any lofs, he was young, and 
might at other times revenge himfelf on France 
or on the Brabanters their allies ; adding, that 
in war the chances are uncertain, and no prince 
can undertake one without expecting lofs as 
well as gain. 

This language greatly enraged the duke of 
Juliers, who faid, c William, how will you carry 
on this war ? and from whom do you expect 
compenfation for your loffes?' — c The king of 
England vand his power,' replied he; 'and I am 
very much aftonifhed I have had no intelligence 
of their fleet ; for if they had kept their engage- 
ment, by which they were to come hither, I 
would more than once have beaten up the 
French quarters.' — 'Do you wait for them, 
William?' asked the duke of Juliers. c The 
Englifh have fo much on their hands at this v 

moment, 
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moment, they cannot give you any afftft- 
ance. There is our couiin, the duke of Lan- 
cafter, at Bayonne, who has left Caftille with the 
fliattered remains of his army, having loft the 
greater part by ficknefs, and by that the feafon 
for making war. He is foliciting reinforce- 
ments of men at arms and archers from England, 
but will not obtain twenty fpears. On the 
other hand, the Englifh have lately experienced 
a fevere overthrow in battle with the Scots near 
Newcaftle on Tyne, in Northumberland, in 
which all the chivalry of the north have been 
made prifoners or ilain. England, befides, is 
not unanimous in their affection to the king; 
you will therefore act wifely not to depend on 
the Engliih at this moment, for you will not 
have alliftance from them, nor from any other 
quarter. I would therefore advife that you fuf- 
fer us to manage for you, and we will pacify the 
king of France, and make up this quarrel with- 
out your being difhonoured or a loler from it.' 

' My lord,' anfwered the duke of Gueldres, 
' how can I with honour accommodate my dif- 
ference with the king of France ? Were I to 
have my country ruined, and be forced to go 
and live elfewhere, I would not do it: I am too 
ftrongly bound to the king of England; and 
for him have I defied the king of France. Do 
you think,' added he, ' that for his menaces I 
will recal my word, or break my engagement ? 
You only wiih my difgrace, I entreat you, 
therefore, to leave me to myfelf : I will make 
head againft the French, for their threats do not 
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alarm me. The tain, wind, and cold weather 
will make war for me ; and, before the month of 
January be arrived, they will be fo tired and 
worn down, tliat the boldeft among them will 
wifli to be at home/ 

Neither the duke of Juliers nor the archbi- 
(hop of Cologne could, at this firft interview, 
prevail on the duke of Gueldres to change his 
refolution, though they were fix days labouring 
at it, and daily in council. At length the duke 
of Juliers, finding his arguments of no avail, was 
fo angry, as to fay to him, ' that if he did not 
pay more attention to his advice, he would dif- 
pleafe him greatly, infomuch that he fliould 
never inherit one foot of his duchy of Juliers, 
which he would ditpofe of to another, who fhould 
be powerful enough to defend it againft him ;' 
adding, c that none but a fool refufed counfel/ 

The duke of Gueldres, feeing his father in- 
flamed with paflion, replied, by way of foften- 
ing matters, — ' Advife me then how with ho- 
nour I may act ; and fince you defire it, from 
my love to you, I will pay attentiqn to it -, for 
I affuredly owe you all obedience, and shall 
never in that be wanting/ — € Now/ feid the 
duke of Juliers, c you fpeak well and to the pur- 
pofe, and we will confider the matter/ 

It was then determined, after many and long 
confutations, that the duke of Gueldres should , 
wait on the king of France, and pay him the 
honour and refpect befitting fo great a prince, 
and shpuld excufe himfelf for having fent him 
fuch a challenge, in fimilar words to thefe,— • 

'My 



( My lord, it is very true that a letter, fealed 
with ray fignet, was fent into France and deli- 
vered to you, in which was contained a challenge 
drawn up in very outrageous terms, and con- 
trary to fuch as are generally ufed in the like 
cafes, when princes or lords defy each other ; 
but this I difavow, as never haviug been uttered 
from my mouth, nor written by my commands, 
as I would be far from defaming your name or 
rank. For the confirmation of what I now fay, 
and to remove all doubts, I mull inform you, 
that, at the defire of my much-redoubted lord, 
the king of England, and his council, with whom 
I have entered into very clofe alliance, I fent 
to England four of my knights, to whom I in- 
truded my fignet, for them to feal whatever 
might be required of them. They were to write 
and feal, and not I : fo that I never knew the 
contents of the letter fent to France until it had 
been fealed. Be pleafed, therefore, to accept 
of this as my apology, for it is the truth. With 
regard to my oath of allegiance to my redoubled 
lord, the king of England, I am refolved to ad- 
here to it, and to obey, as far as" in me lies, 
whatever he may command, whether to chal- 
lenge you, and affemble my forces, wherever he 
may pleafe, to oppofe you or any other prince, 
except my natural lord, the emperor of Ger- 
many; for to him I have perfonally fworn my 
homage in the fulleft manner. But out of re- 
fpect and honour to you, and as fome recoin- 
penfe for the trouble and charges you have had, 
in coming to this diftance, to learn the truth of 
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this challenge, I am willing to fwear, and that 
oath I will punctually keep, that, henceforward, 
I will never make any war upon you nor your 
kingdom without having firft given ybu one 
year's notice of my intention ; and, my lord, I 
hope you will think this fufficient.' 

The duke of Gueldrtes replied, that all this lie 
would willingly fay ; for it did not feem to him 
to convey any thing blameable or di (honourable. 

Upon this being fettled, the duke of Juliers 
and the archbifhop departed, and returned to 
Juliers, and thence to Endesker*. At a propel 
feafon they waited on the king of France, and 
related to him and his uncles every particu- 
lar which had patted between them and the 
duke of Gueldres ; and, that the inatter might 
be immediately confidered, they added, there 
could not any thing more be obtained from his 
fon. 

The king of France was fo defirous to fee his 
coufin the duke of Gueldres, who had given him 
fuch trouble, that he afTented to the terms of the 
treaty. The duke of Burgundy was alfo anxious 
that the territories of the duchefs of Brabant 
fhould remain in peace, and took pains that this 
treaty ftiould be agreed to, and that the duke of 
Gueldres, on the ftrength of it, fhould come to 
them. There was alfo another reafon for their 
confenting to it": winter was approaching, and 
the nights were already cold and long. The 
French lords were told that Gueldres was a mi- 
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ferable 
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ferable country to winter in ; and they daily re- 
ceived information of lofles of knights, fquires, 
and horfes, that had been captured by the am- 
buflies ofthefe Linfars. 

From all thefe reafons, matters were fo far 
concluded that the duke of Gueldres came to 
the French camp, and was introduced by the 
duke of Juliers his father, the duke of Lorraine 
his coufin, and the archbifhop of Cologne, to 
the king's tent. There were prefent, at this in- 
terview, the king's uncles, his brother the duke 
ofTouraine, the duke of Bar, the count de la 
Marche, the count de St. Pol, the count dau- 
phin d'Auvergne, the lord de Coucy and the 
conftable of France, On his entrance, the duke 
of Gueldres call himfelf on his knees before the 
king ; but I heard that the king made him rise, 
(in this matter, however, I know nothing but 
what I learnt from others), and that he boldly 
excufed himfelf for the challenge, in the terms 
you have before heard. The king accepted his 
apology; and he then declared, on his oath, 
that if he were ever again to challenge or make 
war on France, he would fend notice of it one 
year beforehand. Thus did Gueldres and Bra- 
bant remain in a fecure ftate, and thofe who had 
expected the moft were the greateft lofers. 

Everything being now fettled, the duke of 
Gueldres fupped with the king of France at his 
table ; and I muft fay he was much looked at, 
for the great plague he had given them. Thefe 
treaties were fairly written and fealed ; and, 
when all was done, the lords took leave of each 
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other: but, before the duke of Gueldres de-> 
parted, he requefted that the prifoners the 
French had made in this war might be given 
up, which was agreed to in the manner he de- 
firejd. The king of France demanded that all 
prifoners made from him fhould like wife , be fet 
at liberty; but the duke of Gueldres excufed 
himfelf, faying, — < My lord, that ^ cannot be 
done : I am a poor man, and when I heard of 
your march hither, I ftrengthened myfelf as 
much as poffible with knights from the other 
fide of the Rhine and elfewhere, agreeing with 
them, that every thing they might take fhould 
be their own property. It is not poffible for 
me, therefore, to defpoil them of what I have 
given, nor have I the power fo to do ; and> 
fhould I attempt it, they would make war upon 
me. Be pleafed, therefore, to let this matter 
remain as it is, for I cannot remedy it.' 

The king, perceiving he could not obtain any 
thing more, bore it as well as he could, without 
adding a word in reply, and comforted himfelf 
on the greatnefs of his power that could enrich 
fo many poor perfons. They took leave of each 
other mutually fatisfied, and orders were given 
for the army to march back to France. It was 
faid, the king would hold the feaft of All-faints 
in the city of Rheims. 

I will now fay a word of the English fleet. 
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CHAP. XLVI. 

THE EARL OF ARUNDEL AND HIS FLEET ARE 
DRIVEN BY STORMS TO LA PALICE, NEAR LA 
ROCHELLE, — THE LORp LEWIS DE SANCERRE, 
HAVING HAD INFORMATION OF THIS, CHACES 
THEM AT SEA, BUT IN VAIN.— THE DUKE OF 
LANCASTER MARRIES HIS DAUGHTER TQ TIJE 
HEIR OF CASTJLLE, 

T} EFORE the king of France went to Quel- 
«*-* dres, and during the time he was there, the 
Englifh fleet under the command of the earl of 
Arundel kept hovering along his coafts, juft as 
the wind drove them, in fearch of adventures. 
You muft know, that generally from the firft of 
October to AlMaints day the weather is stormy | 
but this year it was unufually fo, which fhattered 
the Englifh fleet, and there was no feaman on 
board, however bold he might be^ but? was fright-; 
ened at its violence, which forced the (hips to run 
to any port left worfe might befal them. 

The earl of Arundel, with twenty-feven other 
veflfel*, made for the harbour of la Palice, two 
leagues diftant from la Rochelle, where he an- 
chored : indeed, he was forced fo to do, for the 
wind was contrary and he could nQt leave it. 
When news was brought of this to la Rochelle 
the townfmen were much alarmed, thinking the 
Englifli intended attacking the place: they 

Vol. IX. X dofed 
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clofed their gates, and remained guarding them 
for a day and a half. Intelligence came from la 
Palice, that the force of the Englifh amounted 
• to no more than twenty- two veffels, driven thither 
by ftrefs of weather, and defirous only of putting 
to fea again ; that, however, the earl of Arundel, 
fir Henry Beaumont, fir William Elmham, and 
upwards of thirty English knights were there. 
The Rochellers, on this, confulted how to act; 
and, having w r ell considered the matter, they faid 
they fhould not do their duty if they did not 
march to fkirmifli with the enemy. 

At this period, the lord Lewis de Sancerre, 
marfhal of France, was arrayed and marfhalled 
before the caftle of Bouteville, with a large body 
of the chivalry of Poitou, Saintonge and other 
parts, and had there inclofed William de Sainte 
Foix, a Gafcon ; for all men at arms had not ac- 
companied the king of France, and the lord de 
Sancerre was lieutenant of the country, from 
Montpellier to la Rochelle, during the abfence 
of the lord de Goucy with the army in Germany. 
The Rochellers determined to fend information 
of the arrival of the Englifh to the lord de San- 
cerre, who on hearing it was much rejoiced. He 
ordered the townfmen to arm fix or eight galleys, 
and to embark on board, for he was *pn his march 
to combat the Englifh. — This -they did; and fir 
Lewis broke up his fiege and marched away, 
thinking it would be more to his honour and 
rofit to engage the earl of Arundel and the 
nglifh knights lying at anchor, than to con- 
tinue 
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tinue the fiege, for he could again return to 
this at his pleafure. 

He came to la Rochelle, followed by a large 
body of knights and fquires. I know not by what 
means, but the earl of Arundel had information 
at la Palice, that the marfhal of France with a 
powerful company of knights and fquires was 
marching to attack him. The news was not very 
agreeable to him; but fortunately the weather 
had become calm, and he inftatitly gave orders 
to weigh anchor and put to fea. This was 
fpeedily effected : had they waited longer they 
would have been furrounded within the haven, 
and every one of his veffels muft neceffarily have 
been taken, for not one could have efcaped. 

The galleys from la Rochelle, fully armed with 
cannons and other artillery, appeared in fight, 
(leering for la Palice, as the Englifh were under 
fail. They chaced them t\yo leagues, faluting 
them with their cannon, but dared not follow 
them further, for fear of the dangers of the fea. 
They therefore returned to la Rochelle; but the 
marfhal of France was much angered againft 
them, for having been fo tardy to inform him of 
the arrival of the enemy. 

The earl of Arundel failed for the mouth of 
the Garonne, to repair to Bordeaux ; and the 
fiege of Bouteville was put an end to, for William 
de Sainte Foix, during the time the marfhal had 
gone, as he thought, to fight the Englifh, had 
provided his tsaftle with all things Tieceflaiy for 
a long defence. 

X2 ^^ 
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We will now return to the duke of Lancafter, 
and fpeak of his negotiations with the king 
of Caftille and duke of Berry refpecting the 
jnarriage of his daughter. The king of Caftille 
was defirous of having her for his fon, as the ' 
jneans of peace with England. The duke of 
Berry wifhed her for hhnfelf, being very impa- 
tient to marry her. 

The duke of Lancafter was wife and prudent : 
he faw that the moil advantageous alliance for 
himfelf and for his country was Caftille, in pre- 
ference to the duke of Berry •> for by it he fhould 
recover the inheritance of Caftille for his daugh- 
ter, in times to come. If he gave her to the 
duke of Berry, and he fhould die before her, fhe 
would be poor in comparison with other ladies > 
for the duke had children by his firft marriage, 
who would be entitled to all his landed property. 
The duchefs of Lancafter was likewife more in- 
clined to the connection with Caftille, fo that 
when fir Helion de Lignac had left the duke, 
on his return to the duke of Berry in Germany, 
the commiffioners. from the king of Caftille came 
forward, and pulhed the matter fo warmly, that 
the marriage was agreed and fworn to, between 
the lady Catherine and the fon of the king of 
Caftille. Proper contracts were drawn up and 
fealed, with covenants to prevent any dan- 
ger of breaking off the match ; and the duchefs 
Qonfented, when the whole fhould be concluded, 
to conduct her daughter into Caftille. 

CHAP. 
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THE KING OF FRANCE, WHILE ON THE FRONTIERS 
OF JULIERS, HAS PART OF HIS CAMP SURPRIS- 
ED, AND SEVERAL PRISONERS MADE, BY SOME 
I GERMAN PILLAGERS. — THE KING, BEING TWEN- 
TY-ONE YEARS OF AGE, TAKES ON HIMSELF 
THE GOVERNMENT OF HIS KINGDOM.— HE 
SENDS TO THE KING OF CASTILLE, ON HEAR- 
ING OF THE MARRIAGE OF HIS SON WITH THE 
DAUGHTER OF THE DUKE OF LANCASTER, TO 
REMONSTRATE WITH HIM NOT TO ENTER IN- 
TO ANY TREATIES THAT MAY BE PREJUDICIAL 
TO HIM OR TO HIS KINGDOM. 

THE king of France was ftill on the borders 
of Juliers, (for you have heard on what 
grounds peace had been made between him and 
the dukes of Juliers and Gueldres) though on 
his march with the array back to France, when 
one clear moon-light night, as they were en- 
camped on the coufines of Germany, forae Ger- 
man robbers, who would never accept of any 
terms of peace, made, about midnight, an attack 
on the French. Thefe men were under the lord 
de Blanquenemen and fir Peter de Croncbech, 
and came well mounted, to obferve where they 
could make the fevereft attack on the camp. 
They paffed the quarters of the vifcount de 
Meaux, but found him and his men on their 
guard j and, having gone backward and forward 
without 
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without faying a word, they returned, to give an 
account to their leaders, at their ambufcade,. of 
what they had feen. 

Shortly after, a large body of thefe Germans 
made an irruption on the French camp, over- 
throwing I know not how many, and making 
fourteen men at ^rms prifoners. The lord de la 
Vieville and the lord de Montkarel were among 
the number, in consequence of great neglect in 
not having placed fufficient guards. When it 
was known, on the morrow', that thefe two lords 
were made prifoners, the army were much vexed 
at it, and ever afterwards were more attentive 
to their guards. 

When the king left Juliers, none of the garri- 
fons remained behind ; fir William de la Trimou- 
ille and fir Gervais de Merande joined him, and 
the Brabanters retired to their own homes. 

While on the march, and immediately on the 
king's return to France, it was determined, by 
great deliberation of the council, that the king, 
who had fince the death of his father, been wil- 
der the management of his uncles, ftiould now* 
take on himfelf the government of the kingdom, 
which his uncles mud refign into his hands, as 
they had enough to do elfewhere, and the king 
had now entered his t wen ty-firft year. When this 
was made public, it gave univerfal fatisfaction. ' 

I believe the king with his uncles and brother/ 
kept, the feaft of All-faints at Rheims; and that 
there they firft heard of peace being made bfe T 

:een the king of Caftille and duke of Lan- 

cafter, 



cafter, and of the marriage of the lady Catherine 
with the infant. 

The king of France laughed and joked much 
with hisujicle, the duke of Berry, faying,-— c Fair 
uncle, ypu . Jiave failed in your intended marri- 
age, for another, has feized the lady you meant 
for ypur bride. What do you fay to this ? How 
does your courage Hand?' The duke good^ 
humouredly replied, — c My lord, if I have been 
difappointed in this, I will addrefs ipyfelf elfe- 
where/ 

i 

Thofe pjrefent began to murmur . about this 
marriage, and to fay, it had not been conclud- 
ed without fome treaties of alliance having been 
formed which might be very prejudicial here- 
after to France ; * for,' added fome who feemed 
to be fully aware of the confequences, ' fhould 
England, Caftille, and Portugal unite, and make 
war upon us, they would be enabled to dp us 
very ferious ipifchief by fea and land. It willb% 
right for the king of France to fend fome dif- 
creet perfon to prevent this wicked king, who 
has thus connected himfelf with a dead man, 
(for the dnke of Lancafter has neither money nor 
men) from entering into any treaties without 
the confent of the counfel of France; otherwise 
to lay, the king would reduce him to the ftate of • 
the loweft varlet with the fame eafe with which 
he had raifed him to his prefent ftate ; for at this 
moment he has no ally ftrong enough to fupgort 
him. A war with Caftille would now come very 
opportunely; and, after dethroning this wicked 

king, 
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king, the fen ef a baftard, the king might beftow 
the crown on his brother, the duke of Touraine, 
who is not over rich The would govern it wifely, 
and defend it valiantly. How could this king 
of Caftille think of entering into any treaty what- 
ever with the duke of Lancafter unknown to our 
king, who has fo generoufly aflifted him in his 
diftrefs; and had it not been for the Mood of 
France, he muft have loft his realm. He bargains 
well, and has now done fo ; but let it be as we 
fay, and he will be deferted and difgraced ; and, 
in God's name, let fuch an envoy be fent thither 
as will be attended to, and make him feel bow 
very ill he has behaved/ 

Thefe murmurings increafed fo much that the 
king, his uncles and council, deliberated whom 
they fhould fend to remonftrate with the king of 
Caftille, that he enter not, at his peril, into trea- 
ties with the duke of Lancafter and the Englifli 
•hy way detrimental to the crown of France. If 
he had done fo, or intended it, he was to be told, 
that the power of France would debafe him as 
much, if not more than it had exalted him, and 
that the king and his country ^ would not attend 
to any other thing before they had completed 
his deftruction. It was long debated who would 
be the propereft perfon to fend thither; for it was 
agreed it fhould be fome one of courage and well 
fpoken, as it would be fruitless fending fimple 
perfons on fuch a meflage. Three were named ; 
the lord de Couc v, fir John de Vienne admiral of 
-France, and fir Gay de la Trimouille, and either 

of 
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of thefe three would be fully qualified to go to 
Caftille. Havingconfidered all things, they chofe 
fir John de Vienne; and it was told him, on the 
part of the king and his council, — ' Admiral, 
make your preparations for a journey to Caftille; 
you will have no other than credential letters, 
for it is enough that yon are mafter of the fub- 
ject on which you are fent. Tell the king of 
Caftille to read or have read to him all the trea- 
ties of alliances, and promifes of friendfliip, 
which have been formed and fworn to between 
the two crowns; and remember well all the ati- 
fwers you may receive from him or his minifters 
on this fubject, that we may regulate our con- 
duct accordingly.' All this, the Admiral faid. 
he would ftudioufly attend to. 

The admiral was not long in making prepara- 
tions for his journey, and, having taken leave of 
the king and his uncles, left Paris, taking the 
road towards Burgundy ; for he was defirous of 
vifiting the pope and his brother at Avignon, 
which he did. 

We will now for a while leave him, and fay 
fomething of Geoffry Tete-noir and the fiege of 
Ventadonr, in which he wasinclofed; but we 
muft firft fpeak of the duke of Berry, whofe im- 
patience to marry again was (hewn within the 
year, when he took to himfelf a wife, of whom 
I (hall fpeak, and fay who Hie was, and where he 
was married. 
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CHAP. XLVIII. ' 

THE DUKE OF BERRY, BEING DISAPPOINTED IN 
HIS MARRIAGE WITH THE DAUGHTER OF THE 
DUKE OF LANCASTER, SENEiS TO THE COUNT 
DE FOIX TO DEMAND THE DAUGHTER OF 
THE COUNT DE BOULOGNE, WHOM HE HAD 
IN WARDSHIP. 

THE duke of Berry, having been difappointed 
in marrying the daughter of the duke of 
Lancafter, was told that the count de Boulogne 
had a beautiful daughter called Jane, by the 
lady Eleanor de Comminges ; that (he was not 
with her father nor mother, . but in the country 
of Beam with his good friend and coufia the 
count de Foix ; that ihe had been educated by 
' the count, in his caftle of Orthes, for the fpace 
of nine years, and he had the wardthip of all her 
property > and that the father and mother had 
not any way interfered fince (he had been under 
the care of the count, nor had the young lady 
coll them any thing ; that (he had been often 
demanded in marriage, but the count de Foix 
had turned a deaf ear, faying, (he was yet too 
young, and in particular by fir Bernard, brother 
to the count d'Armagnac, who had repeatedly 
preffed the matter, promifing, on the accom- 
plifliment of this marriage, to put an end to his 
war on B6arn and his claims on that country. 

Notwithftanding 
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Notwithftanding thefe fair promifes, the count 
would not liften to him, but faid that his- coufin 
was too young. 

He gave, however, other reafons to his confi- 
dential friends* and faid to firEfpaign duLyon,--- 
* Thefe Armagnacs muft think me a great fool, 
when they afk me to confentto my deftruction. 
If I give them my coufin, I (hall add to their* 
flrength, and weaken myfelf. They already with- 
hold from her by force her inheritance, in right 
of her mother, of Comminges ; for jlfee count de 
Boulogne is as nobody to oppofe them/ 

When the count d' Armagnac and his brother, 
fir Bernard, found they could not fucceed, they 
fpoke to the duke of Berry, during the life of 
their aunt, his firft duchefs, that it would be a 
good match for his fon, John of Berry. 

The duke in confequence, had fent properly- 
qualified persons to the count de Foix in Beam, 
to entreat that all former animofities might be 
forgiven and forgotten, and that he would con- 
fent to the marriage of his coufin and ward with 
his fon John ; for that the count de Boulogne, 
her father, was very well fatisfied that it fhould 
take place. 

The count entertained the envoys handfomely, 
but excufed bimfelf for not complying with their 
demand, as the lady was too young; and becaufe 
he had most folemnly promifed and fworn to the 
countefs her mother, when fhe delivered her. into 
his hands, that he would never betroth her to> 
any perfon whatever without her knowledge. 

He 
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He would therefore keep his oath, and no one 
ought to attempt to make him break it. Thefe 
were the excufes the count made; for he knew 
well that his coufin, the countefs of Comminges, 
who refided with her brother, the count d'Urguel, 
in Arragon, would never confent to her daugh- 
ter's marriage with any one connected with the 
Armagnacs. 

The ambaffadors from the duke of Berry re- 
turned, therefore, unfuccefsftilly; and in their 
abfence the count de Foix faid, (as 1 learnt from 
fir Efpaign du Lyon) — ' The duke of Berry and 
his advifers mull think me very weak and igno- 
rant, when they propofe that I fhould reinforce 
my enemies. John of Berry is coufin to my ad- 
verfaries, the Armagnacs: this match I will 
never confent to, and had much rather marry 
her in England ; and I have already had propo- 
sals from Henry of Lancafter, fon to the duke of 
Lancafter. If I were not affraid of two much 
angering the king of France, no one elfe fhould 
have my coufin. At this moment I know not 
how to act ; but I will marry her to my own 
Satisfaction, to prevent any of the Armagnacs 
having her againft my will; for, as the whole 
depends on my determination, I have no occa- 
fion to be melancholy, or to be very anxious on 
this fubject.' 

When the duke of Berry knew for certain that 
the duke of Lancafter intended marrying his 
daughter with the infant of Caftille, and that 
there were no hopes of breaking it off, he was fo 

penfive 
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penlive and melancloly for five or fix days, that 
thofe of his neareit relations inquired the caufe 
of it. Having opened his mind to them, and 
complained of his difappointment, his council 
replied,— * Sir, if you have failed with the lady 
Catherine of Lancafler, you may he more fuc- 
cefsful in another quarter, with the daughter of 
a great lord, and who, in due time, will be a 
confiderable heirefs, though at this moment fhe 
is a little too young for your time of life ; and I 
know not if the count de Foix will not on this 
account refufe his confent.' ' Is fhe the daughter 
of the count de Boulogne?' anted the duke. 
* Yes, my lord.' ' In God's name,' replied the 
duke, * let us make the trial.' 

It was not long after this before he wrote to 
the count de Foix to fignify to him, in the moft 
friendly manner, that he would fend him four 
knights of high quality, ftich as the count de 
Sancerre, the lord de la Riviere, fir Guy de la 
Trimouille and thevifcount d'AfTy, to treat with 
him for his ward, the daughter o£ the count de 
Boulogne, in marriage; and thefe lords were of 
fuch importance, as to juftify him in putting 
implicit faith in them ; but he begged of him to 
fend him a fpeedy anfwer to his letter, that thefe 
knights might not undertake a commiilion that 
would be unfuccefsful. 

The count de Foix received handfomely the 
meffengers who brought this letter, and wrote 
hack by them to the duke of Berry, that he was 
very happy in the propofals he had made, and 

was 
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was ready to receive the four knights either in 
Foix or in Beam ; but that the confent of the 
count and countefs de Boulogne rauft firft be had. 

The duke of Berry was well pleafed on re- 
ceiving fuch an anfwer, and negotiated with one 
and another, during the winter, that his marriage 
might take place in the courfe of the fummer. 
The bufinefs, notwithftanding, was not fo foon 
accomplifhed ; for the duke of Berry knew well 
that the count de Foix was not a perfon to act 
haftily, and that there would be many queftions 
and replies before the matter could be expected 
to be brought to a conclufion. He therefore 
prudently carried on the treaty, by fending fpe- 
cial meffejigers to pope Clement, who was nearly 
related to the young lady. 

The pope was rejoiced at hearing his coufin 
would be fo highly connected as with the duke of 
Berry, uncle to the king of France; and he wrote, 
in confequence, to the count de Foix, to notify 
to him in an honourable manner, that he would 
not on any account this propofal fhould be re- 
jected, for their families would be made by it. 

The count de Foix received letters from all 
quarters; for he could, on fuch occafions, well 
diffemble his real fentiments, and yet retain the 
affections of all, the pope as well &s the duke of 
Berry; but there were none fo wife among them, 
that knew what were the count's real thoughts. 

We will now leave this matter, and return to 
the fiege of Ventadour. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLIX. 

GEOFFRY TETTE-NOIR IS WOUNDED IN THE HEAD, 
AT A SKIRMISH, AND COMMITS EXCESSES WHIC^ 
CAUSE HIS DEATH. — HE MAKES A WILL, AND 
SUBSTITUTES TWO GOVERNQRSOF VENTADOUR 
IN HIS ROOM. 

"VTOU have before heard how fir William de 
■* Lignac and fir John Bonne-lance, with 
many knights and fquires from Auvergne and 
Limoufin, had befieged the caftle of Ventadour, 
and Geoffry Tete-noir within it. It was fo ftrong, 
that it could not be taken by ftorm ; and he had 
lain in fuch ftores of all things, as to fecure a 
fufficiency for feven or eight years, without any 
thing new being added. The befiegers, who had 
furrounded it with blockhoufes, came at times to 
fkirmifh at the barriers ; and it happened that, 
at one of thefe, Geoffry Tete-noir advanced fo 
far that he was ftruck on the head by a bolt from 
a crofs-bow, which patted through the helmet 
and cap underneath, and wounded him fo fe- 
verely as to occafion him to be carried to his 
bed. His companions were much vexed at this, 
and, during the time he was in this ftate, all 
fkirmifh ing ceafed. 

Had he taken proper care of himfelf, he would 
have foon been cured of this wound ; but he in- 
dulged himfelf in many excefles, particularly in 

fornication* 
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fornication, for which he paid dearly enough by 
his death. He was warned of the consequences 
of this conduct, and told that he was in fo dan- 
gerous a condition, (the wound having become 
an impofthume) that it was neceflary he fhould 
fettle hif affairs. He did, and made his will in 
the way I fhall relate. 

He ordered the principal perfons of his garri- 
fon, and thofe who had been the moft ufed to 
arms, into his prefence ; and when they were 
come, he faid to them, fitting up in his bed, — 
" My fair firs, and companions in arms, I know 
I am in great danger of death : we have been a^ 
long time together, and I have been a loyal cap- 
tain to you all, to the utmoft of my power ; I 
fhould wilh, therefore, to fee, before I quit this 
, world, my fucceffor appointed, who would gal- 
lantly bevave himfelf towards you and defend this 
caftle, which I (hall leave plentifully ftocked with 
all neceflary things, fuch as wines, provifion and 
artillery. I therefore beg you will tell me if you 
have taken any fteps, or have thought of elect* 
ing any one able to govern and lead you as men 
at arms ought to be governed pnd led, for foch 
has been my manner of carrying on the war ; and 
in truth I cared not againft whom. I did indeed 
make it under fhadow of the king of England's 
name, in preference to any other ; hot I have 
always looked for gain and conqueft wherever 
they may be had; and fuch fhould never be the 
conduct of adventurous companions, who are for 
deeds of arms and to advance themfelves, 

'This 
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' This country is very fertile : many good 
compofitions have been made with it, though 
the French now check them by their war ; but 
this cannot always laft, for their blockhoufes 
and fiege muft have an end. Now, tell me truly, 
have any of you thought of the perfon who is 
to fucceed me ?' 

The companions remaining fdent, he again 
addreued them with the utmoft good humour, 
faying, — ' I can ealily believe you have had 
fome converfations together on what I have 
mentioned; and I alfo, during the time I-have 
been forced to keep my bed, have thought on 
this matter for you.' — * Sir,' replied they, ( we 
refer the matter to you; and it will be more 
agreeable if it came from you than from us : 
you will therefore be pleafed to inform us of 
your will.' 

' Yes,' faid Geoffry, ' I will tell you, and name 
thofe I wifli to fucceed me. Here is Alleyn 
Koux and his brother Peter, my coufins, who 
are good men at arms and of my blood : I en- 
treat you, therefore, to accept of Alleyn as your 
governor, and that you will fwear to him, inmy 
prefence, loyalty and obedience, as well as to 
his brother ; but I mean that Alleyn ihould 
have the fovereign command.'—' Sir,' anfwered 
they, ' we will cheerfully do fo,~ for you have 
well chofen.' 

All the companions then took oaths of obe- 
dience to Alleyn Roux, and to his brother Peter. 
When this was done, Geoffry Tete-noir again 
addrelTed them: 'Well, my friends, you have 

Vol. IX. Y cornvX^ 
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complied with my requeft, and I thank you for 
it. Becaufe I wifh you fhould partake of what 
you have helped me to conquer, I muft inform 
you, that in that cheft which you* fee yonder 
(pointing to it with his finger), there is a fum of 
thirty thoufand francs. I would acquit my 
confcience and myfelf towards thofe who have 
faithfully ferved me : fay, therefore, if you will 
truly fulfil thearticles of my will.' Having faid 
they would,, he continued : c In the firft place, 
I leave to the chapel of St. George, within our 
walls, the fum of fifteen hundred francs for re- 
pairs and additional buildings. I give to my 
miftrefs, who has been faithfully attached to me, 
two thoufand five hundred francs — To Alleyn 
Roux, your governor, two thoufand francs— - 
To my valets de chambre, five hundred francs 
— To my officers, fifteen hundred francs. The 
furplus I thus difpofe of: you are about thirty 
companions, all engaged in the fame enterprise, 
and you should behave like brothers to each 
other, without envy, riot or ftrife. The fum I 
have mentioned you will find in the cheft : divide 
it, therefore, among you fairly and honourably ; 
but fhould the d/ml get among you, and you 
cannot agree, here is a well tempered fharp axe, 
cut open the cheft, and let thofe who can, feize 
the contents.' 

To this fpeech, they unanimoufly replied,— 
c Lord and mafter, we will not difagree. We 
have fo much loved and feared you, .we will 
never break the cheft, nor difobey any of the 
orders you have given us/ 

Such 
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Such as I have related was the laft will of 
Geoffry Tete-noir, who only lived two days 
more, and *was buried in the chapel of Saint 
George in Ventadour. All his legacies were 
paid, and the overplus divided among them ac- 
cording to his orders, and Alleyn Roux with his 
brother Peter were obeyed as governors of the 
caftle. 

The blockade, however, was not for this 
raifed, nor were the ikirmiflies lefs frequent. 
The French knights and fquires of Auvergne 
and Limoufin were rejoiced at the death of 
Geoffry T£te-noir, and were not fo much afraid 
of thofe he had left behind, for he had been a 
moft active and fuccefsful captain in war and in 
forming garrifons. 

We will now return to the duke of Gueldres 
for a (hort time, and fay what befel him at this 
feafon; having already mentioned the trouble 
he had given to the king of France and his 
uncles, by forcing them to march to the bor- 
ders of his country, and then to return without 
doing him any confiderable damage. 
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CHAP. L. 

THE DUKE JOF GUELDRES IS MADE PRISONER IK 
PRUSSIA ; AND, THOUGH DELIVERED BY THE 
KNIGHTS OF THE TEUTONIC ORDER, HE RE- 
TURNS TO KEEP HIS FAITH TO THE PERSON 
WHO HAD TAKEN HIM. 

"1X7HEN the duke of Gueldres perceived that 
* * the whole army of France had retreated, 
and that peace was eftablifhed with the duchefs 
of Brabant and his other enemies by means of 
the treaties, the particulars of which you have 
heard related : one of the articles being under- 
flood to have been the furrender of the town of 
Grave within the year, on fuch conditions as 
had been agreed on between him, the duke 
of Burgundy and duchefs of Brabant, and 
when he found he had now nothing to do at 
home, under thefe circumftances, I fay, he re- 
folved to make an excurfion into Pruffia. 

He made preparations accordingly, and, ac- 
companied by many knights and fquires of his 
own and other countries, began his journey thi- 
ther about the octave of Saint Martin, taking 
his road through Germany. Wherever he 
paffed, he was handfomely received, and arrived 
on the territory of Pruffia. I know not how it 
happened, but he and his company were way- 
laid 
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laid in the plains, and attacked by a body of 
men at arms; of whom he had not the leaft fuf- 
picion, and for that reafon they were overpow- 
ered. They loft their arms, horfes, gold and 
filver plate, and were carried prifoners to a town 
hard bv, where all who could ranfom themfelves 
did fo : particularly the duke of Gueldres pledged 
himfelf to a fquire called Arurant $ his firnamg 
I am ignorant of; and then the duke of Gueldres 
and his company were led to a ftrong town of 
the duke de Stulpe*, not that the duke was 
there in perfon. 

When the grand mailer and knights of the 
teutonic order heard that the duke of Gueldres 
had been attacked and made prifoner on his road 
to Pruflia, they were exceedingly enraged, and 
{aid it fhould not remain unpunilhed, otherwife 
they would be greatly blamed. They inftantly 
iffued their fummons for the attendance of their 
vafTals, and marched with a large force of men at 
arms from Commifbergf to the town wherein 
the duke of Gueldres was detained prifoner. x 

The fquire wlio had made the duke prifoner, 



* Duke of Stulpe. Q. if not Ulrick, grand mailer of the 
teutonic order ; but, on looking into the lift of grand mailers, 
I find that Weinrich de Knippenrode, G. M. died - 1382 
Conrad Zoelner de Rodenftein, - - — 1390 

, * Conrad de WaHenrod, 1394 

Conrad de Jungingen, -------- 1407 

Ulrick, killed in battle, 1410 

t Ctommiiberg. Q. Koningiberg. 

having 
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having heard of this expedition, was alarmed for 
the confequences, and determined to leave the 
caftle, as ill might befal him fhould he be taken ; 
but before he departed he waited on the duke of 
Gueldres, and thus fpoke: € Duke of Gueldres, 
you are my prifoner, and I am your mafter. You, 
as a gentleman, have pledged your faith and 
oath, that wherever I fhould pleafe to go, thither 
you would follow me. I know not if you have 
fent for the grand mafter of the teutonic order, 
but he is marching hither in fuch force that I 
do not think it prudent to wait for him. Do you 
remain, if you pleafe, but I (hall carry away 
your faith with me.' To this the duke of Guel- 
dres making no reply, the fquire departed, and, 
having mounted his horfe, rode off to a caftle 
of greater ftrength ; but, on his going away, he 
added, ' You will find me at fuch a place,' and 
named to him the caftle, which was very ftrong, 
and far from all roads. 

He was no fooner gone than the grand mafter 
arrived with a confiderable force : no one iflued 
forth to oppofe him : and, had he found the fquire 
within, he would infallibly have put him to death. 
He therefore returned to Koningfberg, carrying 
the duke of Gueldres with him. 

I will relate what was the end of this event; 
for in whatever country it was told, and efpeci- 
afly in Germany, it was varioufly fpoken of, to 
the great aftoniftiment of all lords who heard it. 
When the duke of Gueldres arrived at Koningf- 
berg, having obtained his liberty in the manner 

I have 



327 
I have faid, he confidered that he had pledged 
his faith to return to the fquire who had made 
him prifoner: likewife remembering what the 
fquire had faid on his departure, he was much 
caft down, and thought himfelf bounden in ho- 
nour to acquit himfelf loyally towards him. He 
therefore told the grand mafter he could not 
longer remain with him, nor for any difpenfation 
orabfolution would give up his intention of fur- 
rendering himfelf to his mafter in the caftle 
where he had been appointed to do fo ; which 
every one confidered as an act of great honour. 
When this came to the ears of his relations 
and fubjects in Gueldres, they treated for his 
liberty, which they obtained through the means 
of the duke of Stulpe, who took much pains in 
the bulinefs ; but, before the duke would confent 
to his enlargement, he made the duke of Guel- 
dres fwear, that neither himfelf, his heirs, nor 
any perfon attached to him, would ever feek 
open or private revenge for the infult he had 
received. Thus was the duke of Gueldres fet at 
liberty; but in the year 1388 did this misfortune 
befal him. Let us return to fir John de Vienne, 
admiral of France, and relate what he faid from 
the king of France to the king of Caftille. 
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CHAP. LI. 

SIR JOHN DE VIENNE, HAVING RECEIVED HIS 
ANSWER FROM THE KING OF CASTILLE, RE- 
TURNS TO FRANCE. — THE DUKE OF LANCASTER 
PROCEEDS IN THE MARRIAGE OF HIS DAUGH- 
TER TO THE INFANT OF CASTILLE. — THE 
EARL OF ARUNDEL, HAVING MADE SOME CRUI- 
SES ON THE COASTS OF NORMANDY, RETURNS 
WITH HIS FLEET TO ENGLAND. 

■ 

HPHE admiral of France continued his journey 
-"- until he arrived m Caftille, when he in- 
quired where the king refided. He was anfwered, 
' Moil commonly at Burgos,* whither he then 
rode. Having difmounted at his inn, he made 
himfelf ready to go to the palace; but as foon as 
the king's houfehold heard of his arrival, he was 
vifited by them, moft honourably, according to 
the cuftom of the country, from their attachment 
to the king of France, to whom they held them- 
felves much indebted, and he was conducted to 
the king's apartment. Sir John was kindly 
greeted by the king, to whom he gave his letters. 
The king took them, and called his council 
afide, when, having read and confidered them^ 
they found he had full powers given him, and fir 
John was called and bade to explain the caufe 
of his coming. He, who was ready prepared, 
thus fpoke, in handfome language : * 

'Sir 
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' Sir king, and you gentlemen of his council, 
the king of France fends me hither, on account 
of the marriage which he has heard is about to 
take place between your fon and the daughter of 
the duke of Lancafter, who is, as you know, his 
enemy. The king of France and his minifters 
are greatly at a lofs to conceive how you could 
think of entering into any treaty of marriage, or 
other engagement, without their being made 
acquainted with it; for they fay truly, that no 
union can be formed between children without 
great intimacy and affection of the parents being 
the confequences. They therefore tell you by my 
mouth, to be careful not to enter into any trea- 
ties that may be prejudicial to the king of France; 
and that thofe, fo folenmly fworn to be obferved 
by the late king Henry, your father, the prelates, 
nobles and cities of the realm, be no way infring- 
ed, otherwife you will incur the pain of excom- 
munication from the pope, and the indignation 
of the king and barons of France, whom you will 
find, to yotir difgrace, your moil bitter enemies. 
This is What I am ordered to fay to you from 
the king of France and his council.' 

When the king of Caflille and thofe prefent 
beard fucb a reproachful meffage from the king 
of France, they were fo much afloniflied, that 
they looked at each other, but not one attempted 
to make any reply. A bifhop, however, who hap- 
pened to be there, made the following anfwer : 

* Sir John, you are newly arrived in this 
country, and the king and ourfelves are glad to 
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fee yon, and bid you welcome. Fair fir, the king 
has perfectly heard and underftood your meffage, 
and you (hall fliortly, within a day or two, have 
fuch an anfwer as will give you fatisfaction.' € It 
is enough,' replied fir John de Vienne, who then 
took leave of the king and council and returned 
to his lodgings. It was reported to me that he 
remained feven days without having any anfwer ; 
that there was very great diffembling on this 
occafion, and he became quite melancholy, for 
he never faw the king, but remained in his 
apartment, fcarcely vifited by any one. Sir John 
de Vienne, noticing this delay, fpoke of it to 
fome of the -council, whom he fometimes faw, 
declaring he would return without the anfwer. 
They fufpected he would keep his word and do 
as he faid, for in truth fuch was his intention. 
He was therefore invited to the palace, and fuch 
anfwers made him, that, on his return, he told the 
king of France, and thofe who had fent hinvnot 
to be under any uneafinefs refpecting the king of 
Caftille or his council, for they would never en- 
ter into any treaties with England that fhould, in 
the fmalleft degree be detrimental to thofe which 
had been formed between France and Caftille. 

If the king of Caftille married his fon to the 
daughter of the duke of Lancafter according to 
r the unanimous wifh of his country, as the means 
* bf obtaining peace, and extinguifhing all claims 
on his crown, it ought not to have given umbrage 
to the king of France nor to that nation ; for 
the king of Caftille and his fubjects were firmly 

refolved 
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refolved to adhere to every point of the treaties 
exifting between them and France. 

Such was the purport of the anfwer fir John 
de Vienna had brought from Caftille. The king 
of Caftille and the duke of Laucafter "proceeded 
in the marriage, and a treaty of peace was ami- 
cably agreed on between them, by the before- 
mentioned commimoners, for the duke ftill re- 
fided in the Bordelois. He had come with his 
duchefs and daughter from Bayonne to Bordeaux, 
where he was joyfully received, as they were 
defirous of his living among them, and thence 
had gone to Libourne*. 

When it was known for certain, in the caftieof 
the Count de Foix, that the king of Caftille had 
made peace with the duke of Lancafter, and had 
put an end to all his claims, by the marriage of 
his fon with the lady Catherine of Lancafter, to 
whom lie had given extenfive territories in Caf- 
tille, befides a large fum to the duke, amounting 
to two hundred thoufand nobles, the count was 
greatly aftonifhed, (for I was then prefent) and 
faid ; ' This king of Caftille is a poor creature to 
make peace with a dead man ; for I am fure the 
duke of Lancafter was in ib bad a way he knew 
not where to turn himfelf. On my faith,' conti- 
nued the count, ' the duke is a man of ability, 
and has prudently managed this matter.' 



* Libourne, a town on the confluence of the Dordogne and 
Garonne, five leagues north-eaft from Bordeaux. 

It 
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It was about Ch rift mas that the fleet of the 
earl of Arundel, wh^ch had been hovering the 
whole year along the coafts of Brittany, la Ro- 
chelle, Saintonge and the Bordelois, came to the 
fliores of Normandy, and failed by Carentan. It 
had indeed before landed at Cherbourg, and the 
earl feemed inclined to make war on that part 
of the country. The town of Carentan and its 
dependencies were under the command of the 
lord de Hambre and the lord de Torci, who had 
with them a confiderable number of knights and 
fquires 6f Normandy. 

The earl of Arundel learning how ftrongly it 
was garrifoned, parted by, thinking he might 
lofe more than he could gain were he to attack 
it, and fell on another town, called Torigny*, 
which he took by liorm, and gained great wealth 
by plundering it. They carried away many 
prifoners, and marched to the barriers of Bay- 
eux, but only made a flight fkirmifh. The Englifh 
paffed the fords of St. Clement and did great da. 
mage to thofe parts ; for they ftaid there for fifteen 
days without any one coming to oppofe them. 

The marfhal de Blainville was indeed in Nor- 
mandy; but he had no information of what was 
paffing, or he would have provided a remedy. 
The Englifh having finiflied their expedition, 
and done one hundred thoufand francs of mifchief 
to Normandy, made a prudent retreat, and re- 



* Torigny, a town in Normandy, three leagues from St 
Lo, eight from Coutances. 
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crofling the fords, returned to Cherbourg, inhere 
they embarked their pillage fafely on board the 
fleet * having weighed anchor, they took to* the 
deep, and landed at Southampton. Such were 
the deeds done by this fleet, under the command 
of the earl of Arundel. 



CHAP. LIL 



THE LORD LEWIS DE SANCERRE VISITS THE 
COUNT DE FOIX AT ORTHES. — A DEED OF 
ARMS IS PERFORMED, BEFORE THE DUKE OF 
LANCASTER AT BORDEAUX, BETWEEN FIVE 
FRENCH AND FIVE ENGLISH MEN. 

'THHE lord Lewis de Sancerre, marfhal of 

■* France, at this time refided at Touloufe 

or Carcaflbne in Languedoc, and was well in- 

formed of the treaties that were in agitation 

between the duke of Berry, and the count de 

Foix, for the marriage of the daughter of the 

♦count de Boulogne, whom the duke wifhed to 

•have, although the lady was very young. The 

marftial had a defire to vifit the count de Foix 

at Orth&s, and I believe (from the information 

I had from his people, who found me there at 

Chriftmas) the king of France had ordered him 

thither, and I will relate on what errand. 

The king of France was at this period very- 
young, though anxious to manage his government 
well. He had never vifited Languedoc, which is 

an 
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anextenfive province filled with towns and caftles, 
that had been almoft ruined by the oppreflions 
of the duke of Berry. (leavy complaints of this 
had been made to the king when he took the 
government into his own hands ; and he faid he 
would travel into Languedoc, and vilit the pope, 
whom he had never yet feen, and he was like- 
wife defirous of feeing the count de Foix, of whofe 
largefles and valour he had heard fo much. 

The marfhal de Sancerre left Touloufe with 
full ti\ o hundred horfe, rode to Tarbes in Bigorre, 
and thence to Orth£s in B&arn. The count de 
Foix, having had intimation of his coming, or- 
dered the ftewards of his houfehold to have the 
town of Ort h£s properly prepared for his recep- 
tion, as his vifit gave him great pleafure. Thefe 
orders were punctually obeyed, and lodgings 
were marked out in the town for the marfhaTs 
attendants* but he himfelf dismounted at the 
caak\ The count de Foix went out of the town 
to meet him. attended bv more than three hun- 
dtvd hone* And received him mott kindlv. The 
lotvl lxnis de Sancerre remained at Orthe£ 
about Ax days ; and he then acquainted the 
cvmnt of the king's intended journey into Lan- 
£Utxk*\ and his defoe to fc* him. 

* In gv»l fcuth/ replied the count de Foix, c he 
will be weJoame there, and I will with pleafure 
w*it oat him/ * Ii>Aeed. my lord/ anfwered the 
m*n>«ak - b^trt i: is the tdngfs wii to know on 
his *mr*J m Ljuapfe>doc« plainly and openly, 
wWtier to* nren to a^acb *xmnfeli to the 
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French or to the Engliih ; for in ttiefe warsyou have 
difiernbled your real fentiments, and have never 
borne arms either from fummons or entreaties.' 

* Ah, lord Lewis/ faid the count de Foix, ' I 
give you many thanks for having fpoken to me 
on this fubject. If I have excufed myfelf from 
bearing arms for either fide, I have, as I think, 
good reafons for it : the wars between England 
and France no way concern me, for I hold my 
country of Beam from God, my fword, and by 
inheritance. I haye not, therefore, any canfe to 
enter into the fervice, or incur the hatred of either 
of thefe kings. I know well, that my enemies, 
the Armagnacs, have done all in their power to 
put me in the ill graces of both monarchs; for 
before the prince of Wales marched into Spain, 
at the inftigation of the count d'Armagnac, he 
would have made war on me, having a ftrong 
inclinaiion for it, if fir John Chandos had not 
prevented him. Thanks, however, to God, I have 
always kept myfelf on my guard in as courteous 
a manner as pofiible, and (hall continue to do fo 
as long as I live: after my death, matters muft 
take the turn that is natural for them.' 

Thus did the count de Foix and the marfhal 
de Sancerre converfe as long as he (laid. On his 
departure, the count prefented him with a hand- 
fome courfer, a fine mule and good hackney, all 
of them richly caparifoned. He gave alfo to fir 
"Robert Challies, to fir Richard Dauphin, and to 
the knights of the marthal, two hundred francs 
each, and to five of his fquires fifty francs. 

"When 
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When the marfhal took his leave, to return to 
Touloufe, I wanted to accompany him; but the 
count de Foix would not allow me, and bade me 
ftay longer with him. This I was forced to com- 
ply with, and wait his will. The lord Lewis, on 
leaving Orthes, took the road to Tarbes, whither 
he was efcorted by the lord dauphin of Bigorre, 
and fir Peter Cabeftan, one of the count de 
Foix's houfehold. 

About this time, of the year 1389, there was a 
deed of arms performed at Bordeaux, before the 
duke of Lancafter, between five Englifhmen and 
the fame number of French, of whom fome were 
of the houfehold of the marfhal of France. The 
combatants were fir Pecton d* Allagine, a gafcon 
Englifhman, againft fir Morice Manniguet, a 
Frenchman; fir Arragon Raymond, English, 
againft the baftard de Chauvigny, French ; fir 
LewisMalapers, governor of Aigues-Mortes, Eng- 
lifh, againft Jacquemin Corne de Cerf, French ; 
Archibald de Villiers, French, againft the fon of 
the lord de Chaumont, gafcon-englifh. Many 
knights and fquires from Beam, and of the houfe- 
hold of the count de Foix, being defirous of fee- 
ing thefe combats, went thither : I accompanied 
them ; for it is but twenty-four leagues from Or- 
th6s to Bordeaux, and we were fpectators of thefe 
duels, which were fought in the fquare before St. 
Andrews, in the prefence of the duke and duchefs 
of Lancafter, their daughter, and the ladies and 
damfels of the country. They did not combat 
altogether, but each party feparately; and were to 

perform 
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perform three courfes with fpears, three with 
fwords, the fame number with battle-aXes, and 
three with daggers, all on horfeback. The tilt- 
ings occupied three days, and were gallantly 
performed without any of the ten being wound- 
ed. Sir Raymond killed the horfe pf the baf- 
tard de Chauvigny, which greatly angered the 
duke of Lancaster: he blamed the knight much 
for having pointed his fpear too low, and pre- 
fented the baftard with one of his own horfes. 

Such was the end of this deed of arms, which 
being finilhed, every one returned to his ovfn 
home. 






CHAP. LIII. 



THE DUCHESS OF LANCASTER CARRIES HXR 
DAUGHTER TO CASTILLE, TO MARRY HER TO 
THE INFANT.— HAVING FOUND THE BONES OF 
HER FATHER, SHE HAS THEM CONVEYED TO 
SEVILLE, AND BURIED, WITH REGAL OBSE- 
QUIES. 

SHORTLY after thefe deeds of arms, the 
duchefs of Lancafler made preparations for 
her journey into Caftille, whither the was to carry 
her daughter, to folemnize her marriage with 
the fon of the king of Caftille. It was her in- 
tention, when in Caftille, to vifit the field of bat- 
Vol. IX. Z \\% 
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tie of Monteil, where her father, don Pedro, had 
loft his life, and make ftrict inquiries where his 
body had at that time been buried, which, when 
found, was to be taken up, and conveyed to the 
city of Seville, and magnificently interred therfc, 
in a manner becoming a king. 

When in the month of March, (1389) the fun 
began to have fome force, and the days to length- 
en, the duchefs, having her array ready, fet out 
from Bourdeaux, and went to Bayonne, where 
fhe parted from the duke, who returned to Bor- 
deaux. She and her ladies continued their jour- 
ney to the city of Dax, where they were joyfully 
received, as that town belonged to England. 
They there repofed themfelves for two days, and 
then purfued their road through the country of 
the Bafques, the pals of Roncefvalles, and en- 
tered Navarre. At Pampeluna, they found th» 
king and queen of Navarre, who received them 
kindly : for the queen was lifter to the king of 
Caftille. 

The duchefs of Lancafter and her -daughter 
were upwards of a month traverfing Navarre, for 
they refided at different parts with the king and 
queen; and wherever they went all their ex- 
penfes were defrayed. 

On their entrance into Caftille, they were 
moft refpectfuDy treated by thofe of the king's 
houfehold who had been fent to meet them: 
there were alfo deputies from different parts of 
the realm; and the young prince was to haVfc 
the title of prince of Galicia. * 

The marriage having been folemnized, and all 

contracts 
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contracts iigned, the duchefs left her daughter 
with the king and her young huiband, who was 
then but eight years old. She took leave of the 
king to go to Monteil, as fhe had propofed, who 
had her attended by the greateft perfonages of 
his court. On her arrival at Monteil, fuch re- 
searches were made, that fhe difcovered where 
her father had been buried, and had his bones 
taken up, waflied and embalmed, and carried in 
a coffin to Seville, where the cavalcade was met 
by large proceffions from that town. 

The bones were conveyed to the cathedral, 
and there mofi reverently buried, with very fo- 
lemn obfequics, which where attended by king 
•John of Caftille, his fon, the young prince of 
Gaiicia, and the greater part of the prelates and 
barons of the realm. 

After the obfequies, each perfon returned 
home: the king of Caflille, accompanied by his 
fon and daughter-in-law, went to Val di Soria; 
but the duchefs of l-ancafter went to Medina 
del Campo, a handfome and large town, which 
now belonged to her by the late treaties of peace, 
and remained there fome time. 

We will leave fpeaking of her and of Caftille, 
and relate the marriage of the duke of Berry, 
and other events which enfued. 
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CHAP. LIV. 



THE DUKE OF BERRY NEGOCIATES SO SUCCESS- 
FULLY WITH THE COUNT DE FOIX, THAT HE' 
SENDS TO HIM HIS COUSIN OF BOULOGNE, 
WHOM HE INSTANTLY MARRIES. 



HPHE duke of Berry, whofe firft duchefs, the 
■■• lady Joan of Armagnac, had departed this* 
life, was very impatient to marry again; for no 
fooner was he affured of having failed in his pro-, 
pofals to the duke of Lancafter, than he fet 
clerks to work, and, with proper meffengers, fent 
to negotiate with the count de Foix for the 
daughter of the count de Boulogne, whom he 
had had in wardfhip for nine years. Becaufe* 
the duke of Berry had no profpect of fuccefs but 
through the count de Foix, (who was of fuch a 
character that he would do nothing that was dif- 
agreeable to himfelf for either father, mother,, 
pope, or any friend the young lady had,) he 
opened himfelf to his nephew the king of France 
and to his brother of Burgundy, entreating them 
earneftly to interfere in the bufinefs. 

The king laughed moil heartily at his uncle 
of Berry, who was now of a certain age, and faid , 
' My good uncle, what will you do with a young 

fcirl 
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girl of only twelve years old, and you are fixty? 
On my faith, it is great folly in you to think of 
fuch things. Propofe my fair coufin John, your 
fon, to her, who is of a proper age, and a more 
fuitable match.' 

* My lord,' replied the duke, ' this has been 
propofed,bnt the count de Foix would not liften 
to it, becaufe my fon defcends by the mother 
from the Armagnacs, and they are now and have 
been fome time at war. If the girl is too young, 
I will fpare her a while, until me be a perfect 
woman.' 

' Indeed !' faid the king, ' but, my bonny un- 
cle, (he will not fpare you.' He then laughing- 
ly added, ' However, fince we fee your love for 
her is fo ftrong, we will cheerfully aflift you in 
the matter.' 

Not long after this, the king ordered the lord 
de la Riviere, his firft knight, fteward of his houfe- 
hold and chamberlain, to undertake a journey to 
Beam, and with him the vifcount d'Afly. The 
duke of Burgundy named, as envoys on his part, 
the bilhop of Autun, and flr "William de la Tri- 
mouille. The duke of Berry entreated a prudent 
and valiant knight, count John de Sancerre, to 
go thither on his part. 

Thefe five knights, who were appointed to de- 
mand this young lady in marriage, for the duke 
of Berry, from the count de Foix, left their 
homes, and were all to meet at Avignon. They 
(laid with pope Clement, who was coufin-ger- 
man to the father of the lady, full fifteen days, 

and 
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and about Candlemas departed, taking the road 
through Nimes and Montpellier to Touloufe. N 

They travelled, with great ftate and (hort jour- 
nies, unto Beziers and Carcaffone, where thejj 
found the marfhal de Sancerre,. who received 
them very magnificently, as was right. He con- 
verted with them concerning the count de Foix, 
of his affairs and eftablifhments, for it was not 
more than two months fince he had returned 
from thence. 

From Carcaffone they went to Touloufe, and 
there remained while they fent meffengers to the 
count de Foix, at Orth&s. They opened their 
propofals of marriage, but distantly, for at the 
beginning the count was very cold, on account 
of the duke of Lancafter, who at the time re- 
fided at Bordeaux or Libourne, having made 
offers of his fon, the earl of Derby, for the young 
lady of Boulogne; and it was thought, from the 
long time thefe lords remained at Touloufe, the 
marriage would not take effect. 

They regularly fent daily and weekly accounts 
of their progrefs, and what anfwers they received 
from the count de Foix, to the duke of Berry, 
who refided at la Nonnette* in Auvergne, and 
the duke whofe only anxiety was to bring the 
matter to a conclufion, repeatedly wrote back 
to prefs them not to defift until they had com- 
pleted the bufinefs. 



* La Nonnette, a town in Auvergne, election of Iflbire. 

The 
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The count de Foix, who was wife and 
feeing the ardour of the duke, treated very cold- 
ly, and managed the matter fo well, that, with 
* the confent, and indeed at the entreaty of all 
parties, he received thirty thoufand francs for 
the time the young lady had been under his 
care and wardfhip. He might have had a larger 
fum, had he demanded it ; but he wiflied to fhew 
moderation, that he might have their thanks, and 
alfo that the duke of Berry mould feel himfelf 
under fome obligations to him. 

When every thing was concluded, the count 
de Foix fent the young lady of Boulogne to 
Morlans, efcorted by five hundred lances, under 
the command of fir Efpaign du Lyon, fir Regi- 
nald William, fir Peter de Cabeftan, fir Adam de 
Cacaffe, fir Manaut Nouilles, and fir Peter de 
Kes. She was there delivered, in the name of 
the duke of Berry, to the ambafladors from 
France, who were efcorted by the marfhal of 
France with five hundred fpears, and there the 
two parties feparated. Thofe from Foix returned 
home, and the French carried with them the 
lady. 

The duke of Berry had fent to her his array 
of cars and horfes, with every fort of drefs and 
ornament for her head, as if fhe had been queen 
of France. I, John FroiiTart, the author of this 
hiftory, took my departure from Orthes at the 
fame time with her j for the count de Foix had 
told me, I need not be in a hurry to leave hiin, for 
he would take care I mould return in good com- 
pany. 

The 
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'the duchefs of Berry, for fuch I (hall hence- 
forth call her, continued her journey Until fhe 
came to Avignon, when (he difmounted at lodg- 
ings provided for her by the pope at Villeneuve, 
without Avignon. On the ifcorrow, between 
eight and nine o'clock in the morning, all the 
cardinals waited on her ; when, havhig mounted 
a white palfrey thfe pope had given her, (he 
eroded the bridge over the Rh6ne in great (late, 
and waited on the pope at his palace at Avignon, 
who was feated in corififtory on his papal throne 
to receive her. He kiffed her on the mouth, on 
account of their relation (hip j and the duchefs, 
with her company, then went to dinner at the 
hotel of the cardinal of Turin, below the pope's 
palace, and there met a great company of cardi- 
nals. This was on a Tuefday: the following 
day the pope entertained her and her attendants 
£t dinner; and this vifit of the duchefs, as J 
have heard fay, coft the pope ten thoufand 
francs. 

On the Friday (he fupped at the palace,, and 
took leave of the pope. Oh the Saturday (he 
departed, and dined and lay at Orange. She 
continued her journey on horfeback, or in a car- 
riage, through Valence and Vienne, to Lyon, 
where (he repofed herfelf for two whole days. 
On her departure^ (he went to la Brefle, then 
paffing through the country of Forets, came to 
la Paliffe, in Burgundy, then to Quiflyi to 
Hanche-fur-Allier, and to Ripm, in Auvergne, 
where (he like wife remained two days before the 
jluke of Berry arrivfed. He came thither in great 

ftate, 



ftate, the night of Whitfunday, and on that day, 
at two o'clock in the morning, he was married 
to her. The marriage was very magnificent, 
and there were prefent the count de Boulogne, 
the count d'Eftampes, and the count dauphin 
d'Auvergne. The feaftings and tournaments 
lafted for four days, and I, the writer of this 
book, was a partaker of them all. 



CHAP. LV. 



fERTAlN PRUDENT MEN NEGOC1ATE A TRUCL, 
FOR THREE YEARS, BETWEEN THE FRENCH 
AND ENGLISH, AND ALL THEIR ALLIES. 

YOU have heard that a truce had been con- 
eluded with all the Englifh garrifons from 
the Loire to the country beyond the Garonne 
and Gironde, to laft until Saint John the Baptift's 
day, 1389. During this time, fome wife and 
great lords opened a negotiation for a general 
truce between France and England, on fea and 
land, for three years. It was the intention of 
thefe perfons that all the allies of either fide 
fhould be included in it, fuch as the kings of 
Caftille and Scotland, the king of Portugal, and 
many barons of Upper Gafcony. They had 
much trouble before they could accomplifh this ; 
for the Scots would no way liften to it, though, 
when 
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when the propofal was firft made by the king of 
France to the king of Scotland, he himfelf had 
readily afiented, for he wiftied not for war. He 
fummoned, therefore, the prelates and barons of 
his realm, to lay the matter before them, as he 
conld not agree to this truce for the kingdom 
without their confent; and, if he had, they 
would not have abided by it. 

The letters which had been received from the 
king of France were read in their prefence, con- 
taining his wifh that they would* agree with him 
for a truce of three years. This intelligence was 
very difagreeable to them, and they faid, — 'The 
king of France feems to propofe a truce, when 
it is the moment to continue the .war : we have 
' completely defeated theEnglifh at Otterbournej 
and the feafon is not fo far advanced, but that 
we may do it again and again.' Many debates 
enfued, for they were very unwilling to accept 
of a truce. It was at length fefolved to fend a 
bifliop and three knights to the king of France 
and his council, to prevent the treaty from being 
further advanced, and to offer the friendftrip of 
the realm of Scotland. 

The bifhop of St. Andrews, fir Archibald 
Douglas, fit William Lindfay, and fir John Sin* 
clair, were appointed on this embafiy. They 
departed as fpeedily as they could, and, having 
landed at Sluys, rode on to Paris. 

They laid their credential letters, from the 
prelates and barons of Scotland, before the king 
of France and his council, and were readily lis- 
tened to, from the great defire they had to pyo- 

fecute 
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fecute the war againft the Englifli. But, not- 
withstanding this, the treaty was now fo far ad- 
vanced, that they could not retract: the Scots, 
therefore, had very civil anfwers given them j 
but the treaty was, of neceffity, completed. 

The truce was concluded, through the means 
of commiflioners of high rank on both fides, who 
held their conferences at Leulinghem, between 
Boulogne and Calais, In it were included all 
the allies of France and England, who agreed to 
preferve the peace inviolate, by every means, 
public or private, for the fpace of three years. 

The commiflioners from the king of France 
were the bilhop of Bayeux, count Waleran de 
Saint Pol, fir William de Melun, fir Nicholas 
Bracque and fir John le Mercier, who refided at 
Boulogne. On the part of the king of England 
were t he bilhop of .Durham, the earl ofSaliibury, 
fir William Beauchamp, governor of Calais, John 
Lanon, Nicholas de Gaberth and Richard Ro- 
elle, clerk and doctor of laws, who remained at 
Calais. The place of conference, where they 
mutually aflembled, was at Luliughem, between 
Boulogne and Calais. 

At this period, there was much buftle in France 
and elfewhere, on account of the fplendid feafts 
king Charles intended holding at Paris, on the 
entry of his queen Ifabella, who had never as yet 
vifited that city. Knights, fquires, ladies, and 
damfels made the richelt drefles for the occafion, 
of all which I will give an exact account, before 
I fay more of the truce that was fairly written 
out, and iealed bv all the parties. 

CHAP. 



' 



548 



CHAP. LVI. 

JHOISSART RELATES HIS TRAVELS AFTER HE HAD 

LEFT ORTHES. 

YOU who take delight in this hiftory mull 
know, that on my leaving the caftle of the 
noble count Gallon de Foix, I returned through 
Auvergne and France, in company with the gal- 
- lant lord de la Riviere and fir William de laTri- 
mouille, who had conducted the lady Jane of 
Boulogne to the duke of Berry in the town of 
jRiom, where he had married her, as has been 
related; for, having been prefent at all thefe 
feafts, I may well fpeak of them. I went thence 
to Paris, where I met the noble lord de Coucy, 
one of my patrons, who had lately married a 
daughter to the duke of Lorraine. 

The lord de Coucy entertained me kindly, and 
afked many queftions about Foix, B6arn, pope 
Clement, and Avignon, as well as concerning 
the nuptials of the duke of Berry, and of a par- 
ticular friend of his, and likewife one of my 
patrons, the lord Berald, dauphin of Auvergne. 
To all his queftions I fatisfied him as to what I 
knew, or had feen, infomuch that he was well 
pleafed, and faid — € You (hall come with me into 
£ambrefis,for I am going to a caftle the king has 
given me, called Crevecoeur: it is two. leagues 

from 
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from Cambray, and nine from Valenciennes.' 
' The diftances are very right, my lord,' replied 
I, and accepted his offer. On the road, he 
told me, that the bjfhop of Bayeux, the count 
de Saint Pol, fir William de Melon, and fir John 
le Mercier, were at Boulogne, by orders from 
the king of France; and that there were at Ca- 
lais, on the part of king Richard of England, the 
bifhop of Durham, the earl of Salifbury, fir Wil- 
liam Beauchamp, governor of Calais, fir John 
Clambon, fir Nicholas Grandbourg, knights and 
chamberlains to the king of England, and fir 
Richard Rocharle* doctor of laws; who had re- 
mained at Boulogne and Calais upwards of a 
month, waiting for commiffioners from Scotland, 
who were not arrived fix days ago, as my cou- 
fin Saint Pol writes me word. The king of 
France has therefore written to king Robert of 
Scotland, to prefs him to accept of the truce, for 
the Englifh will not confent to it unlefs the Scots 
be included. 

Thus continuing our journey, we came to 



* Clambon, — Grandbourg, — Rocharle. Thefe names are 
different in almolt all the copies, MS. or printed. They are 
called I.anoN, L'afnon — Gaberlli, Gunboch — Roolle and Ro- 
hale. Lord Berners retains them as in the preceding chap- 
ter, but totally omits them in this. The treaty, which is at 
length in Rymer, has the names as fallows. Thofc from 
France are alto different from Froiflart. 

The bifliop of Durham, — fir William Beauchamp, governor 
of Calais, — fir John Devereux, fteward of the king's houfehold, 
— fir John Clanvow, fir Nicholas Daggeworth, knights of the 
king's chamber. 
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Crevecceur, where I remained with hnri three 
days to repofe and refirefh myfelf, when I took 
leave, and went to Valenciennes. After flaying 
there a fortnight, I went to Holland, to rifit nay 
gallant patron and lord, the count de Blbis, 
whom I found at Schoenhoven. He made me 
good cheer, and inquired after news. I told him 
enough of all I had ieen or heard, ami was with 
him upwards of a month, as well at Gouda as 
Schoenhoven, and then took leave to returi) to 
France, to learn the particulars of the confer- 
ei^es that were holding at Leulingbem, between 
the French and Englifh, and likewife to be pre* 
font at the magnificent feafts that were to be 
given at queen Ifabella's public entry into Paris, 
where as yet fhe had never been*. 

To learn the mod I could, I travelled through 
Brabant, and managed to arrive at Paris eight 
days before the commencement of the feafts. I 
had fo much forethought, refpecting the French 



* Underneath it the tranflation of a note, vol. ill. p. 85. 
of M. Levefque's hiftory of the five firft kings of the race of 
Valois. 

« One would be tempted to believe* from the recital* of our 
hiftorians, that the queen, -who had now been married four 
years> made this her firft entry into Paris. It it a miftake. 
She was there in 1386, when* Charles wrote to her, the 38th 
April, from Mondidier, to fend to Amiens the amount of the 
taxes, and to haften all the men at arms and foreigners that 
were intended for the tarafen «f England from Paris. He 
order* her at the feme time to proclaim war *gaitift the fla- 
ming t^thtiraUwii, One may conjecture, from this let- 
ter, that he had entruftcd her with the regency/ 

, * and 
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and Scots lords who had been at the conferences 
at Leulinghem, that I made acquaintance with 
fir William de Melun, who related to me all their 
tranfactions, and that the count de St. Pol had 
pafled over to England, to vifit his brother-in- 
law, king Richard, and to have the truce con- 
firmed, which was to laft for three years; but 
he faid he would be here at all events to partake 
of the feafts. I aflted fir William, * what lords 
the Scots had fent to the conference ; for that 
in my younger days I had been in Scotland, as 
far as the Highlands, and as at that time I was 
at the court of king David, I was acquainted 
with the greater part of the nobility of that 
country.' He told me, ' that the bifhop of Aber- 
deen, fir James and fir David Lindfay, and fir 
Walter Sinclair, were the commiffioners for Scot- 
land*.' All this I carefully remembered, that I 
might enregifter it in my chronicle, with all I 
fhould fee or hear at this grand feaft of queen 
Ifabella's entry, the arrangement of which was 
as follows. 



* The Scots commiffioners are evidently wrong. The finefi, 
MS. in the Britilh Mufeum has fir Archibald and fir William 
Lindfay, and fir John Sinclair. But in Rymer there is mention 
only made of the cardinal of Glafg-ow and bifhop of Dunkeld. 
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CHAP. LVII. 

QUEEN ISABELLA OF FRANCE MAKES HER PUBLIC 
ENTRY INTO THE CITY OF PARIS. 

/*"\N Sunday the 20th day of June*, in the year 
^^ of our lord 1399, there were fuch crowds of 
people in Paris, it was marvellous to fee them; 
and on this Sunday, the jioble ladies 'of France 
who were to accompany the queen, aflembled in 
the afternoon at Saint Denis, with fuch of the 
nobility as were appointed to lead the litters of 
the queen and her attendants. The citizens of 
Paris, to the amount of twelve hundred, were 
mounted on horfeback, drefled in uniforms of 
green and crimfon, and lined each fide of the 
road. 

Queen Joan and her daughterf, the duchefe of 



, * June. My MSS. and that in the 8. Mufeura have the 
20th of August. 

f Queen Joan and %cr daughter. I fufpect there muft be 
fpme miftake, although this paragraph is in all the editions I 
know of, printed and MS. ; but I cannot difcover who thefe 
perfonages were, for aH the queens of that name were dead, 
the laft of them the preceding year, and the duke of Touraine, 
the king's brother, fucceeded to the title of duke of Orleans 
on the death of Philip, in 1391 : he had been lately married 
to Valentina, of l\Iilan, who is mentioned afterwards as form- 
ing part of the proceffion. 

Orleans, 
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Orleans entered Paris firft, about an hour after 
noon, in'a covered litter, and, palling through 
the great ftreet of Saint Denis, went to the pa- 
lace, where the king was waiting for them, and 
this day they went no farther. 

The queen of France, attended by the duch- 
efs of Berry, the duchefs of Burgundy, the duch- 
efs of Touraine, the duchefs of Lorraine, the 
countefs of Nevers, the lady of Goucy, with a 
crowd of other ladies, began the proceilion in 
open litters, moft richly ornamented. The duch- 
efs of Touraine was not in a litter, but todifplay 
herfelf the more, was mounted on a palfrey, 
magnificently caparifoned. 

The litter of the queen was led by the dukes of 
Touraine and Bourbon at the head j the dukes of 
Berry and Burgundy were at the centre, and the 
lord Peter de Navarre and the count d'Oftrevant 
behind the litter, which was open and beautifully 
ornamented. The duchefs of Touraine followed, 
on her palfrey, led by the count de la Marche 
and the count de Nevers, the whole advancing 
(lowly, at a foot's pace. After her came the 
duchefs of Burgundy and her daughter, the lady- 
Margaret of Uainault, in an open litter, led by 
the lord Henry de Bar, and fir William, the young 
count de Namur. Then came the duchefs of 
Berry, and the daughter of the lord de Coucy, in 
an open and ornamented litter, led by fir James 
de Bourbon, and fir Philip d'Artois. Then the 
duchefs of Bar and her daughter, led by fir 
Charles d'Albret and the lord de Coucy. There 
was no particular mention made of the other 

Vol. JX. A a ladies 
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ladies arid damfels who followed in covered cha- 
riots, or on palfreys, led by thfcir knights. Ser- 
jeants, and others of the king's officers, had ftdl 
employment, in making way for the proceffion, 
and keeping off the crowd 5 for there were fuch 
numbers affembled, it feem£d as if all the world 
had come thither. 

At the gate of Saint Denis, that opens into Pa- 
ris, was the reprefentation of a ftarry firmament, 
and within it were children dreffed as angels, 
whofe finging and chaunting was melodioufly 
fweet. There was alfo an image of the Virgin 
holding in her arms a child, who at times amnfed 
himfelf with a windmill, made of a large walnut, 
The upper part of this firmament tfas richly 
adorned with the arms of France and Bavaria, 
with a brilliant fun difperfing its rays through 
the heavens ; and this fun was the king's device 
at the enfuitig tournaments*. 

The queen of France and the ladies took de- 
light in viewing this as they paffed, as indeed 
did all who faw it. The queen then advanced 
flowly to the fountain, in the ftreet of Saint 
Denis, which was covered and decorated with 
fine blue cloth, befprinkled over with golden 
flower de luces. The pillars that furrouhded the 
fountain were ornamented with the arms of the 
chief barons of France; and, inftead of water, 



1 • 11 
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* Louis XIV. took the fame device, with the motto of ' Nee 
pluribu*' imparl • 

:; '-'- ' '• '• i'jL . '->'> it 
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it ran in great ftreams of Clairfe*, and excellent 
.Piementf. Around this fountain were young 
girls handfomely dreffed, having on their heads 
c$ps of folid gold, who fang fo fweetly, it was 
a pleafure to hear them ; and they held in their 
hands cups of gold, offering their liquors to all 
who chofe to drink. The queen flopped there 
to hear and look at them, as did the ladies as 
they paffed by. 

Below the monaftery of the Trinity, there was 
a fcaffold erected in the ftreet, and on this fcaf- 
fold a cafUe, with a representation of the battle 
with king Saladin, performed by living actors ; 
the Chriftians on one fide and the Saracens on 
the other. All the lords of renown, who had 
been prefent, were reprefented with their blazon- 
ed warcoats, fuch as were worn in thofe times, 
A little above was the perfon of the king of 
France, furrounded by his twelve peers, in their 
proper arms ; N and when the queen came oppo- 
lite the fcaffold, king Richard was feen to leave 
his, companions, and advance to, the king of 
France, to requeft permiffion to fight the Sara^ 
cens, which having obtained, he returns to his 
army, who inflantly begin the attack on Saladin 
and the Saracens. The battle lafted for a confix 
derable time, and was feen with much pleafijre. 

The proceffion then paffed on, ^nd came to the 



«i 



** Claire, — I cannot find. 

f Piement — is a liquor made of honey, wine, and different 
fpices. — Du Cange, 

A a 3 fecovA 
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fecond gate of Saint Denis*, where, like to the 
firft, there had been made a reprefentation of a, 
richly ftarred firmament, with the holy Trinity 
feated in great majejiy, and within the heaven 
little children as angels linging very melodioufly. 
As the queen pafled under the gate, two angels 
defcended from above, holding an extraordina- 
rily rich golden crown, ornamented with pre- 

• 

cious ftones, which they gently placed on the 
head of the queen, fweetly finging the following 
▼erfes : 

' Dame, enclofe entre fleurs de Lys, 
Reine &tes vous de Paris, 
Be France, et de tout le pais. 
Nous en r'allons en paradis/ 

When they came oppolite the chapel of St. 
James, they found a fcaffold erected on the right 
hand, richly decorated with tapeftry, furrounded 
with curtains, in the manner of a chamber: 
within which were men who played finely on 
organs. The whole ftreet of Saint Denis was 
covered with a canopy of rich camlet and filk 
cloths, as if they had 'had the cloths for nothing, 
or were at Alexandria or Damafcus. I, the 
v writer of this account, was prefent, and aftonifh- 
ed whence fuch quantities of rich (luffs and or- 
naments could have come ; for all the houfes on 



* Denys Satfvage, in a marginal note, fays, ' that he thinks 
this gate was called la Porte aux Peintres/ and was putted 
down in the reign of Francis I. 

It was called Porte aux Peintres, hecaufe many painter, 
retided near it. — Sauyal. 

each 
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each fide the great ftreet of Saint Denis, as 
far as the chatelet, or indeed to the great 
bridge*, were hung with tapeftries, reprefenting 
various fcenes and hiliories, to the delight of 
all beholders. 

The queen and her ladies, conducted by great 
lords in their litters, arrived at length at the gate 
of the chatelet, where they flopped to fee other 
fplendid pageants that had been prepared for 
them. At the gate of the chatelet was erected 
a caftle of wood, with towers, ftrong enough to 
laft forty years. At each of the battlements was 
a knight completely armed from head to foot; 
and in the caftle was a fuperb bed, as finely de- 
corated with curtains, and every thing elfe, as if 
for the chamber of the king, and this bed was 
called the bed of juftice, in which lay a perfon 
to reprefent St. Anne. On the efplanade, before 
the caftle, (which comprehended a tolerably large 
fpace) was a warren and much brufh-wood, 
within which were plenty of hares, rabbits, and 
young birds, that fled out and in again for fear 
of the populace. From this wood, on the fide 
near the queen, there iflued a large white hart, 
that made for the bed of juftice; from another 
part came forth a lion and eagle, well reprefent- 
ed, and proudly advanced towards the ftag. Then 
twelve young maidens, richly drefied, with chap- 



* Denys Sauvage fays, he means by the great bridge, the 
bridge of Notre Dam*. 
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lets of gold on their heads, fcariifc otit of the 
wood, holding naked fvvords in their hands, and 
placed themfelves between the hart, the lion 
and eagle, (hewing that, with their fwords, tfiey 
were determined to defend the hart and the bed 
of juftice. 

The queen, the ladies and londs, having feen 
this pageant with pleafure, patted on to the 
bridge of N6tre Dame, which was decorated ft> 
handfomely, it could not be amended : it was 
covered with a ftarry canopy, of green and crim- 
fon, and the ltreets were all hung with tapeftry 
as far as the church of Notre Dame. When the 
queen and her ladies had paffed the bridge, and 
were near the church, it was late in the even- 
# ing ; for the proceffion, ever fince ft had fet out 
from St. Denis, had advanced but a foot's pace. 

The great bridge of Paris was hung all its 
length with green and white farcenet ; but before 
the queen and her company entered N6treDame, 
fhe was prefented with other pageants that de- 
lighted her and her ladies very much : I will de- 
fcribe them. 

A full morith before the queen's entry to Paris, 
a matter engineer from Geneva had fattened & 
cord to the higheft tower of N6tre Dame, which, 
patting high above the ftreets, was fixed to the 
moft elevated houfe on the bridge of St. Mir 
chad. As the queen was patting down theftreet 
of Ndtre Dame, this man left the tower, and, 
feating himfelf on the cord, defcended, finging, 
with two lighted torches in his hand, for it was 

now 
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now dark, to the great aftonifhment of all who 
faw him, how he could do it. He kept the 
lighted torches in his hands that he might be 
feen by all Paris, and even two or three leagues 
off. He played many tricks on the rope, and 
his agility was highly praifed. 

The biihop of Paris and his numerous clergy, 
clothed in their robes, were without the church 
of Notre Dame, waiting for the queen, who was 
helped out of her litter by the four dukes of 
Berry, Burgundy, Touraine, and Bourbon. — 
When the other ladies had left their litters, and 
difmounted from their palfreys, they all entered 
the church in grand proceflion, preceded by the 
bifliop and priefts, fmging aloud to the praife of 
God and the virgin Mary. 

The queen was conducted through the nave 
and choir to the great altar, where, on her knees, 
(he made her prayers according as (he thought 
good, and prefented, as her offering, four cloths 
of gold, and the handfome crown which the an- 
gels had put on her head at the gate of Paris, as 
has been related. The lord John de laltiviere 
and fir John le Mercier inftantlv brought one 
more rich, with which they crowned her. 

This being done, the queen and her ladies re- 
turned to their litters, wherein they were feated 
as before; and, as it was late, there were up- 
wards of five hundred lighted tapers attending 
the procession. In fuch array were they con- 
ducted to the palace, where the king, queen 
Joan, and the duchefs of Orleans, were waiting 

for 
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for them*. The ladies here quitted their litters, 
and were conducted to different apartments; 
and the lords, after the dancing, returned to 
their hotelsf. 

On the morrow, which was Monday, the king 
gave a grand dinner to a numerous company of 



* Deny s Sauvage, in a marginal note, fays, that this queen 
Joan was the widow of Charles le Bel, and her daughter 
Blanche married to Philip duke of Orleans, brother to the 
late king John. 

Froiflart has mentioned them before: but the widow of 
Charles le Bel died, according to TArt de Verifier les Dates, 
at Brie-comte-Robert, 1370, and queen Ifabella's entry was 
in 1389. 

f Froiflart having omitted a curious circumftance that hap- 
pened at this entry of the queen, I fhall tranflate it from Les 
Grands Chroniques de St. Denis. 

' The king, having heard what fine pageants were prepar- 
ing, faid to Savoifi, who was one of his valets de chambre, 
' Savoifi, I beg that thou wouldft mount my good horfe, and I 
will get up behind thee ; and we will difguife ourfelves fo that 
no one jhall know us, and go and fee the entry of my wife/ 
Savoifi did all he could to difluade the king from this, but the 
king would be obeyed. They therefore difguifed themfelres* 
and the king rode behind Savoifi to different parts of Paris. — 
They came to the chatelet as the queen was paffing, and jthe 
crowd was fo great, that Savoifi got into the midft. Bailiffs, 
armed with (laves, had been ftationed there to prevent any 
harm being done to the pageant, who laid about them moil 
luflily, to keep off the crowd. Savoifi and the king, dill pufli- 
ing forward, the bailiffs, who knew not the king, gave to each 
feyeral (harp blows on their fhoulders. In the evening, the 
king told the ladies what had happened to him at the ctate- 
let, and there was much laughing and joking on the occauon 
~ among them/ 

ladies ; 
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ladies; and, at the hour of high mafs, the queen 
of France was led by the before- mentioned dukes 
to the holy chapel, where (he was anointed and 
fanctified as queens of France ufually are. Sir 
William de Viare, archbifhop of Rouen, faid 
mafs. After mafs, which was well and folemn- 
ly fungi the king and queen returned to their 
apartments, as did the other ladies to theirs, who 
lodged in the palace. 

Shortly after the' mate, the king, queen, and 
all the ladies entered the hall. You mull know, 
that the great table of marble*, which is in this 
hall, aud is never removed, was covered with an 
oaken plank, four inches thick, and the royal 
dinner placed thereon. Near the table, and 
againil one of the pillars, was the king's buffet, 
magnificently decked out with gold and filver 
plate, and much envied by many who faw it. — 
Before the king's table, and at fome diftance, 
were wooden bars with three entrances, at which 
were ferjeants at arms, ufhers, and archers, to 
prevent any from palling them but thofe who 



* ' At one end of the hall of the palace was placed a mar- 
ble table that filled up ahnoft the whole breadth of it, and was 
of fuch a fize for length, breadth, and thicknefs, that it was 
fuppofed to be the greateft (lab of marble esiffing. 

' It ftrved, for two or three hundred years, very different 
purpofes: at one time, for a theatre, on which the attorney's 
clerks acted their mummeries, and at another for the royal 
feafo, where only emperors, kings, and princes of the blood 
were admitted, with their ladies: the other great lords dined 
at feparate tables. Il was confumed by fire in 1618. — Sauvat 
Antiquith de Paris. 

ferved 
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ferved the table ; fof, in truth, the crowd was fo 
very great, there was no moying but with much 
difficulty. There were plenty of minftrels, who 
played away to the bell of their abilities. 

The kings, prelates, and ladies, having wafhed 
and feated themfelves at table, their places were 
as follows : the biftiop of Noyon was feated at the 
head of the king's table, then the bilhop of Lan- 
gres, and then the archbiftiop of Rouen, by the 
fide of the king of France, who was that day 
clothed in a crimfon furcoat, lined with ermine, 
and the royal crown on his head. A little above 
<he king was the queen, crowned alfo very rich- 
'ly. Next the queen was placed the king of Ar- 
menia, then the duchefs of Berry, the duchefs 
of Burgundy, the duchefs of Touraine, madame 
de Nevers, mademoifelle Bonne deBar, madame 
de Coucy, and mademoifelle Marie de Harcourt. 
There were none others at the king's table, ex- 
cept at the very lower end, fhe lady de Sully, 
wife of fir Guy de la Trimouille. 

There were two other tables in the haM, at 
which were feated upwards of five hundred ladies 
and damfels; but the crowd was fo great, it was 
with difficulty they could be ferved with their 
dinner, which was plentiful and fumptuous. Of 
this it is not worth the trouble to give any par- 
ticulars; but I muft fpeak of fome devices which 
were curioufly arranged, and would have given 
the king much amufement, had tfrofe \yho had 
undertaken it been flfole : to act their parts. 

In the, middle of ( the hall ,was erected a c^ftle 
of wood, forty feet high, twenty feet 'long, and 

as 



as many wide, with towers at each corner, and 
one larger in the middle. This caftle was to 
repreient the city of Troy the great, and the 
tower in the middle, the palace of Ilion, from 
which were difplayed the banners of the Tro- 
jans, fucli as king Priam, Hector, his other fons, 
and of thofe fhut up in the place with them. 
The caftle being on wheels, was very eafily 
moved about. There was a pavilion like wife on 
wheels, on which were placed the banners of the 
Grecian kings, that was moved, as it were, by 
invifible beings, to the attack of Troy. There 
was alfo, by way of reinforcement, a large Ihip, 
well built, and able to contain one hundred men 
at arms, that, like the two former, was ingeni- 
oufly moved by iuviiible wheels. Thofe in the 
fliip and pavilion made a Iharp attack on the 
caftle, which was gallantly defended ; but, from 
the very great crowd, this amufement could not 
laft long. There were fo many people on all 
fidesy feveral were ftifled by *he heat ; and one 
table near the door of the chamber of parlia- 
ment, at which a numerous company of ladies 
and damfels were feated, was thrown down, and 
the company forced to make off as well as they 
could. 

The queen of France was near fainting, from 
the exceflive heat, and one of the doors was 
forced to be thrown open to admit air. The 
lady of Coucy was in the fame fit nation. The 
king, noticing this, ordered an end to he put to 
the feaft, when the tables were removed, for the 
ladies to have more room. Wine and fpices 
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were ferved around, and every one retired when 
the king and queen went to their apartments. 
Thofe ladies who did not lodge in the palace re- 
turned to their hotels, to recover themfelves of 
their fufferings from the heat and crowd. 

The lady of Coucy remained in her hotel until 
it was late; but the queen, about five o'clock, 
left the palace, attended by the ducheffes before 
named, and, mounting an open litter, proceeded 
through the ftreets of Paris, followed by the ladies 
in litters, or on horfeback, to the refidence of 
the king, at the hotel de St. Pol. She was at- 
tended by upwards of one thoufand horfe. The 
king took boat at the palace, and was rowed to 
his hotel, which, though it was fufficiently large, 
there had been erected in the , court, at the en- 
trance leading to the Seine, an immenfe hall, 
covered with undrefled cloths of Normandy, that 
had been fent from divers places : the fides were 
hung with tapeftry, that reprefented ftrange hif- 
tories, and gave delight to all who faw them. 

In this hall the king entertained the ladies at a 
banquet ; but the queen remained in her cham- 
ber, where (he fupped, and did not again appear 
that night. The king, lords, and ladies, danced 
and amufed themfelves until day-break, when 
the amufements ceafed, and every one retired to 
his home, each of them to fleep and repofe 
themfelves, as it was full time. 

I will now fpeak of the prefents the Parifians 
made to the king, queen, and duchefs of Tou- 
rahrte, who was but lately arrived in France from 
Lombardy : (he was called Valentine, and was 

daughter 
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daughter to the duke of Milan. She had this 
year been married to the duke of Touraine, and 
had never been in Paris before this public entry 
of the queen : the citizens, therefore, were bound 
to bid her welcome. 

About twelve o'clock, forty of the princi- 
pal citizens of Paris, all uniformly dreffed, 
waited on the king at his hotel of Saint Pol, 
bringing a prefent they had difplayed through 
the ftreets of the town. Their gift was in a 
very richly worked litter, borne by two ftrong 
men, dreffed as favages. This litter was cover- 
ed with a tranfparent crape of filk, through 
which might be feen the magnificent things it 
contained. 

On their arrival, they advanced to the king's 
chamber (which was open and ready prepared 
to receive them, as their coming was known. 
and welcome is always made to thofe who 
bring gifts) ; and, having placed the litter on 
veflels, in the midft of the apartment, tliey calls 
themfelves on their knees, and thus fpoke : 
* Moft beloved lord and king, your citizens 
of your good town of Paris prefent to you 
the plate that is contained in this litter, as 
tokens of their joy that you have taken the 
government of the kingdom into your own 
hand s.' 

' Many thanks, my good people,' replied the 
king: ' they are fair and rich.' The citizen 
then rofe up, and, having taken leave of the 
king, withdrew. When they were gone, the 
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king (aid to fir William des Bordes,and to Mon- 
taigu*, who were then prefent, c Let us go nearer, 
and examine what their gifts are/ Thejr ap- 
proached, and looked into the litter. I will now 
mention what prefents it contained. 

Firft, tjiere were four pots of gold, four faucers 
to match, four golden falts, twelve cups of the 



* M. Levefque fays, that Charles owed his popularity to the 
wife choice he had made of the under-mentioned minifters. — 
La Riviere, who had deferred the friendfhip of the wifeft of 
kings : — Noviairt, charged with the fuperintendanoe of the 
finances, was of the order of nobility, though without fortune, 
— and Montaigu, born in obfcurity, raifed himfelf by Jiis ta- 
lents; — but, above all, the duke of Bourbon who had/ pre- 
ferred his integrity, though he had been joined in the regency 
with the dukes of Berry and Burgundy. 

' This John de Montaigu, grand matter of the houfehold, 
and fuperintendant of the finances to Charles VI. was accufed 
of having robbed the king> and was condemned to be behead- 
ed. This was done without the king's knowledge, at the miti- 
gation of the duke of Burgundy and the king of Navarre. 
He was beheaded in the market-place of Paris, the 17th Oc- 
tober, 1409, and his remains were carried to the gibbet at 
Montfaucon, where they remained hanging for nearly three 
years, finee his body was not taken down until the 17th Sep- 
tember, 1412, and carried to the convent of the Celeftins of 
Marcouffi, which he had founded. 

* Although he was executed without the knowledge of the 
king, he did not the lefs allow the confifcation of his proper- 
ty, to be given to Louis, duke de Guienne, dauphin. 

' I was, however, informed by M. Perron, who has care- 
fully applied himfelf to learn the particulars of the life of this 
tad, that fate property was idtored to his heirs*' — Mbka- 

fame, 
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fame, twelve porringers, and fix di(hes of gold 
alfo: the whole weighed one hundred and fifty 
marcs. 

Another party of citizens, very handfomely 
equipped in uniforms of cloth, waited on the 
queen, and prefented her with a litter borne by 
two men dreffed, one as a bear, the other as a 
unicorn, which they placed in her chamber, and 
the citizens recommended their town and inha- 
bitants to her protection. This prefent con* 
fitted of the model of a (hip in gold, two large 
flaggons of gold, two comfit boxes, two (alts, fix 
cups, and as many (aucers, all of gold : twelve 
lamps of (ilver, two filver bafins, tyro dozen of 
filver porringers, the fame number of filver cups: 
the whole weight of gold and filver being three 
hundred marcs. 

The third prefent was carried, in like manner, 
to the chamber of the duchefc of Touraine, by 
two men representing ^f oors, having their faces 
blackened, and richly dreffed with white turbans, 
as if they had been Saracens or Tartars. This 
litter was ornamented and covered, like the 
others, with gauze, and accompanied by twelve 
citizens in uniforms, who prefented the duchefc 
with a (hip in gold, a large flaggon of gold, two 
comfit boxes, two large diflies* and two falts, 
all of gold : fix jugs of filver, and two dozen 
cups and faucers of the lame : the tvhole weigh- 
ing two hundred marcs. 

The duchefe of Touraipe was exceedingly 
pleafed with this prefent, as (he had reafon, for 
it was very magnificent, and returned hand- 
fomely 
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fomely her thanks to thofe who had brought it, 
and to the good city of Paris that had given it 
to her. 

Such were the gifts made this Tuefday to the 
king and queen of France, ,and to the duchefs of 
Touraine. You may judge from them the libe- 
rality and riches of the Parifians ; for it was af- 
fured me, the author of this hiftory, that all thefe 
prefents, which I faw, had coft upwards of fixty 
thoufand golden crowns. 

When thefe ceremonies were concluded, the 
hour for dinner arrived; but this day the king 
and his court dined in private at their different 
hotels, for at three o'clock the tournament was 
to take place in the fquare of Saint Catherine, 
where fcaffolds had been erected for the accom- 
modation of the queen and the ladies. 

I will name the knights of this grand tourna- 
ment, who were ftyled the Knights of the Golden 
Sun, which, although it was that day the king 
of France's device, was borne by others, who 
tilted in hopes of gaining the prize. Thefe 
knights were thirty, including the king ; firfl, 
the duke of Berry, the duke of Burgundy, the 
duke of Bourbon, the count de la Marche, fir 
James de Bourbon his brother, fir William deNa- 
mur, fir Oliver de Cliflbn conftable of France, fir 
John de Vienne, fir James de Vienne, lord d'Ef- 
paigny, fir Guy de la Trimouille, fir William de 
•la Trimouille his brother, fir Philip de Bar, the 
lord- de Rochefort a Breton, the lord de Rais, 
the lord de Beaumanoir, fir John de Barben- 
9on called the Ardenois, the halze of Flan- 
ders, 
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<Iers, the lord de Torcy aNormand, fir Johndes 
Banes, the lord de Nantouillet, the lord de la 
Rochefoucault, the lord de Garencieres, fir John 
de Harpedant, the (jaron d'Ury, fir William 
Marciel, fir Reginald de Roye, fir Geoffry de 
Carin, fir Charles de Chaugiet and fir William 
de Lignac. 

All thefe knights were fumptuoufly drefled, 
and each had on his lhield a fplendid fun. At 
three o'clock, they entered the fquare of St. Ca- 
therine, where the queen had already arrived in 
a magnificent car, and the duchefi'es and other 
ladies in great liate, and taken their places on 
the feats prepared for them. The kingof France 
next made his appearance completely equipped 
for tilting, of which amufement he was very fond. 
The jufts now began, and were carried on 
with vigour, for there were many knights from 
foreign parts. Sir William de Hainault, count 
d'Oftrevant, tilted right well, asdidthofe knights 
who had accompanied him, fuch as the lord de 
Gommines, fir John d'Andregines, the lord de 
Cantan, fir Anfel de Tranflegines and fir Clin- 
quart de Herinno. Every one performed his part, 
in honour of the ladies ; and the duke of Ireland 
tilted well: being then a refident at Paris, the 
king had invited him to the tournament. A Ger- 
man knight from beyond the Rhine, called fir 
Gervais de Mirande, gained great commen- 
dation. 

The number of knights made it difficult to 

give a full ftroke, and the dud was fo troublefome 
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that it increafed their difficulties. The lord de 
Coucy {hone with brilliancy. The tilts were 
continued without relaxation until night, what 
the ladies were conducted to their hotels. 

The queen of France and her attendants wert 
led back to the hotel of St. Pol, where was the 
moil magnificent banquet for the ladies ever 
heard of. The feaft and dancing lafted until fan- 
rife, a&d the prize of the tournament was given, 
with the affent of the ladies and heralds, to the 
king, as being the beft tilter on the opponents' 
fide, and the prize for the holders of the lifts was 
given to the halze de Flandres, baftard-brother 
to the duchefs of Burgundy. 

On account of the complaints the knights 
made of the dull which hkd prevented many from 
exerting themfelves to the utmoft at the late 
tournament, the king ordered the lifts to be wa- 
tered. — Two hundred water-carriers were em- 
ployed on the Wednefday to water the fquare, 
but, notwithstanding their efforts, there was ftill 
a fufficiency of duft. 

The. count de St. Pol arrived this Wednefilay 
ftraight from England, haying made hafte to be 
prefent at thefe feafts, and had left fir John de 
Ch&tel-morant to follow with the treaty of the 
truce. The count de St. Pol was kindly received 
by the king and his lords : his countefs, who had 
been near the perfon of the queen at thefe fef- 
tivals, was rejoiced at his arrival. 

In the afternoon of the Wednefday, thirty 
fquires, who had been in attendance the preced- 
ing 
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ing day, advanced to the lifts where the tourna- 
ments had been heM, whither the ladies alfo 
came, in the feme ftate, and feated themfelves as 
before. The lifting was ably and vigoroufly kept 
up^unlfilnight, when the company returned to their 
homes. The banquet this evening at the hfitel de 
St. Pbl was a& grand as the preceding one, and 
the prize was adjudged by th$ kidies and heralds 
to a fquire from R&inault, who had accompani- 
ed th.e count d^Oflrevant, called John de Flaron, 
as the mod defending of the opponents, and to 
a fquire belonging to the 1 duke of Burgundy, 
called John de Poulceresj for the beft tenants 
of the field. 

The tournament was continued- on the Thurs- 
day, when knights and fquires tiited promif- 
cuoufly, and many gallant jufts were done, for 
every one took pains to excel. Night put an end 
to it, and there was a, grand entertainment again 
for the ladies, at the hotel de St. Pol, when the 
prize for the opponents was given to fir Charles 
des Armoyes, and for the tenants, to a fquire 
attached to the queen, called Lons. 

On the Friday, the king feafted the ladies and 
damfels at dinner, which was very fplendid and 
plentiful. Towards the end of it, as the king was 
feated at table, with the duchefs of Berry, the 
duchefs of Burgundy, the duchefs of Tourairie, 
the countefe de Saint Pol, the lady of Coucy, 
and many more, two knights, completely armed, 
entered the hall, (which was very fpacious, hav- 
ing been, as I have faid, erected for the occafion) 

on 
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on barded horfes, with knees in their hands. 
One was fir Reginald de Roye, the other fir 
Boucicaut the younger. Haying tilted bravely 
for fpme time, they were joined by fir William 
de Nainur, fir Charles des Armoyes, the lord de 
Garencieres, the lord de Nantouillet, fir John de 
Barben^oa and feveral others, who gallantly 
tilted for two hours before the king and ladies ; 
and, when they had fufficiently amufed them- 
felves, they returned to their hotels. 

The ladies and damfels took their leave, this 
Friday % of the king and queen, as did fuch lords 
as pleafed, and returned to their homes. The 
king and queen thanked very gracioully fuch as 
took leave, for having come to this feaft. 
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